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The Season of Lent

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Ever wondered, "Why ashes?"

Ash Wednesday, March 1, is the first day of Lent. The day is named
for the practice of imposing ashes in the form of a small cross on the
forehead of each person with the words: "Remember that you are
dust, and to dust you shall return.” Ashes are a symbol of our need
to repent, confess our sins, and return to God. They also remind us
of the shortness of human life, but we receive ashes in the form of
the cross, the same symbol placed on our bodies with water in our
baptism. Even in this ashen mark of death, we anticipate the new
life of Easter.

Want to learn more?
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Why

and how_do we use ashes on Ash Wednesday.pdf?

_2a=1.189437100.683376320.1466460903

Pre Assembly Reports are due!!!

If you are the Chair of a Synod Committee or a
Conference President,
it falls to you to write a report.
Please send it to louise@nglsynod.org by March 15, 2017.



Parochial Reports are due!!

If you are a LLM or a Pastor, or the interim of a congregation,
it falls to you to be sure that the Parochial Report of the
congregation is completed and submitted.

You were sent a hard copy, with password info. However, if
you cannot find it, you can click on
http://community.elca.org/apps/FormAAndC/.

You may call the Synod Office for your password information
and ELCA number if you cannot find it or need help.

Big Bear Award and Bread Bowl Award
Do you know a congregation that has excelled in their efforts to raise fund:
for World Hunger? Please nominate an individual for the Bread Basket
Award, or a Congregation for the Big Bear Award.

Nominations need to be received in the Synod Office by Monday April 24.
Forms available at https://www.nglsynod.org/assembly.

Please send a hard copy of your Congregation’s
Annual Report to:
Northern Great Lakes Synod
1029 North Third St, Suite A
Marquette, Ml. 49855

Time to register for Synod

Assembly!!!
Register today, as the price goes up on April 7.
Go to

hitps://www.nglsynod.org/assembl
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This year’s assembly is May 21-23, 2017 at NMU and Messiah,
Marquette. Special features include our Churchwide
Representative, Rev. Linda Norman, a banquet honoring our
out-going Bishop Thomas Skrenes, Holden Evening Prayer, A

Pastor - type Band, Festival Worship, a Hunger Herd of Cows,
and the Election of a new Bishop.

Wondering What Your Congre_?ation Can Do to
OBSERVE LENT?

Send your Council and Pastor to the
Congre ational Leaders Intensive!
Featuring Key Note Speaker Rev. Michael Rehak,
and materials from our own NGLS
Transformation Ministry Team.

Don't miss this opportunity to equip your
leaders for leadership, and lead your congregation
into renewal and transformation.

RESCHEDULED TO MARCH 31 - APRIL 1, 2017
(DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER)

at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp.
hint: Request a Thrivent Action Grant to help pay for it.
Registration and more info at www.fortunelake.org.

Bishop's Transition Team News

Thank you to all who participated in the Synod Self
Study!
The next step begins a "Pre-ldentification Process".

Any member of our Northern Great Lakes Synod congregations may submit the
name of any ordained minister in the whole of the ELCA as a possibility.



An Ildentification Form will be posted on the Synod website from April 1 - 15th for you

to use to identify any ordained minister that you believe has the ability and potential
to serve as the Bishop of our Synod.

The individual identified will be contacted by a member of the Transition Team to
make sure they want to proceed and be pre-identified. If the individual agrees to
proceed, they will be provided with the Job Description for Synod bishop, the
Biographical Information Form, and the link to provide a background check.

Timeline:
By April 1 - The Self-Study Report and/or a Summary of the

April 1-15 - Identification of individuals for participation in the
Pre-ID Process.

April 25 - Deadline for returning to the Synod Office all

We hope you will continue to pray about who our next Synod bishop will be. We
encourage all of you to use this Pre-Identification Process to lift up individuals
who may serve us well as our next bishop.

Coming to Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp...
March 3-4: Financial Peace Retreat

March 17-18: Upper Elementary Retreat



March 31 — Apr 1 Leadership Intensive — for Congregational
Councils

April 28-30: Adoptive Family Retreat

For more information about any of these great opportunities,
go to www.fortunelake.org

Alwaps
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The Campaign for the ELCA.

The Always Being Made New Campaign
in the Northern Great Lakes Synod

Applications are now being accepted for Synod Hunger Grants!

The deadline for the application for Hunger Grants from the Always Bein¢
Made New Campaign has been moved up to
May 31, 2017.

NEXT — YOU ARE INVITED TO CONTRIBUTE FUNDS TO THE 2017
CAMPAIGN TO BE SPLIT BETWEEN:

1. Grants given to congregations to begin or nurture a companion
congregation relationship with another congregation from our Lutheran
Companion Synod in the Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania.

2. To support missionary education in Tanzania, for local Lutherans to |
equipped to spread the gospel throughout Tanzania and beyond.



Let us join together to do God's work on a scale and
scope that we could never do within our individual
congregations.

MARKED! EVENTS

Sunday, March 5, 2017 at First, Iron River

Special thanks to all those congregations that collected items,

even if there were no Youth that went to MARKED! We

assembled 134 Health Kits so far, and more to come!!!
Check out the pictures on Facebook!

LIFTING UP TO GOD IN PRAYER

+For the people of Tanzania in this time of drought. Let gentle rain
fall on the people and land.

+For our Synod and Churchwide leaders as they plan for our
common future.

+For those discerning a call to ordained ministry. May God raise
up faithful leaders.

Check out www.prayfaithfully.org
for weekly “ "
and Daily Devotions.
The synod website is www.nalsynod.orqg
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