
Northern Great 
Lakes Synod 

Year in Review

May 2023 – 

  May 2024



In Memorium

• Rev. Jennie Johnson Wrege

• Rev. Ingmar Levine

• Rev. Robert Langseth

• Rev. Les Niemi

• NGLS V.P. Orice Walters

• NGLS Youth Coordinator Nora Tahtinen

• Associate in Ministry Arlene Rajala



Emmanuel, 
 Menominee

The 
Faithful 

Innovations 

Team 

of



Choose a Sunday to Answer the Call

Supporting 
Seminary Students and Pastors 

Before, During, and After
They Answer the Call 

Gifts are spl i t betw een

• Seminarian Scholarships and
• Clergy Debt Relief

Have you remembered Ministry Efforts in your will?



What’s 
your 
Fifty?



The Ordination of Deacon Jen Elsenbroek 

at Messiah, Marquette  June 18, 2023



•Ordination Selfie
•Rev. Elise Hynek

• July 8, 2023

•Called to serve 
   St. James, Rudyard



Welcome to 
Intentional Interim 

Rev. Peggy Rose 
to serve 

 Pioneer Lake, Conover.

July 2023



The Tri-Synodical Youth 
Gathering “JOURNEY”
August 24 – 27, 2023



The Installation of Rev. Sarah Semmler Smith 
as Pastor of Good Shepherd, Houghton and 
Lutheran Campus Minister at Michigan Tech

August 27, 2023



Fall 2023
Christ’s Kaleidoscope

A focus on resources that educate regarding racial equity, our 

indigenous neighbors, and the LGBTQIA+ community. 

Who are the Evangelicals?
A former evangelical pastor turns whistleblower 

(without being mean).

Embracing God’s Future without Forgetting the Past:
A Conversation about Loss, Grief, & Nostalgia in Congregational Life 

Stewards of Children:
The movement to make your faith community a safe space

The Gospel of Mark: 
It’s Story and Meaning 

That’s Not in MY Bible: 
a survey of the Apocrypha



Your 
Northern Great Lakes 

Synod Council

September 2023



Join the 
Conversation 

the First Thursday 
of every month!





Wild Church has grown 
to FIVE locations:
1.Marquette
2.Keweenaw
3.Delta County
4.Northern Wisconsin
5.Eastern U.P.



Installation of Rev. David Murphy in a new partnership 
with Our Savior’s, Marinette and Good Shepherd, Peshtigo  

September 10, 2023



The Aurora Borealis 
made an appearance 

at 
The Leader Event for 

Pastors and LLM’s 
Fortune Lake Camp

September 17-19, 2023



The Installation 
of 

Rev. Bre Kinnunen 
at

Immanuel, 
Negaunee

September 24, 2023



The 
Synod 
Women’s 
Organization 
Convention

October 13, 2023





Region 5 Bishops and Staff Retreat in Chicago
October 25-27, 2023



Pastor Jim Duehring in Tanzania – October 11-26, 2023



Pastor Jim Duehring at the Sewing School on 
Zanzibar and with Headmaster at Kisarawe 
Lutheran Jr. Seminary



At Kisarawe Junior Theological Seminary

Worshipping with the Masaii

Our Dental Ministry



 

Native American Sunday 

A Liturgy for Worship 

Northern Great Lakes Synod 

Marquette, Michigan

 









The Installation of Rev. Timothy Johnston 
at Bethel, Ishpeming

October 22, 2023



The Installation 
of Rev. Melissa Salminen
November 5, 2023

The Ordination of Rev. Melissa 
Salminen called to serve 
Bethany, Perkins & Trinity, Stonington

October 28, 2023



Our First Call Pastors at 
First Call Theological Education

Wausau, WI
November 12 – 14, 2023



• What innovative ministry, event, initiative, or vision 
could come into being if only the money was there?

• What new thing would your congregation 
do if it only had the money?





Thank you to all who made donations in 2023! 
2024 Ministry efforts that have been supported so far:
• Kitchen upgrades at LCM at MTU
• The Collaborative Ishpeming Good Friday Cantata
• Coming in August, Wild Church Convocation 





Wardrobe Change for Pastor Johnston

And……..ACTION!!







Winter 2024
Open to Interpretation: 

Insights into Translating the Bible

The Way of the Dream: 
God's Forgotten Language

Native America and 
the Stewardship of the Land:

Land Acknowledgements and Beyond

The Book of Proverbs Part One: 
Donning A Foreigner's Clothes

 

Stewards of Children

Stewardship Of Animals



With 
Bishop Malasusa 
preparing for his 

Installation 
 January 2023



Bishop Katherine Finegan attends the Installation of Rev. Alex Malasusa as the 
Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.  

January 2024



Installation Worship Service
January 21, 2024



Presenting 
Clergy 

shirts to the 
Women 
Clergy of 
the KKKT



At Mkuza Girls’ School  
January 2023





We give thanks for 106 years of ministry at 
St. James Lutheran, Marinette, WI

Last Worship Service was April 14, 2024





Distributions support:  

Clergy Debt Relief, Seminarian Scholarships, Campus Ministry, 

Tanzanian Projects, Youth Ministry efforts and More!!!

Give a gift to our Synod’s 

Endowment Ministry 



Lutheran Campus Ministry at Good Shepherd, Houghton and MTU
“Feed My Sheep” Initiative to raise $20,000 for a  $20,000 Grant



Lutheran      
      Campus 
         Ministry   
     at NMU.

Spring Break 
on Sanibel 

Island working 
for Hurricane 

Recovery.







CONGREGATIONAL 

RESOURCE FAIR
Pick from TWO options

Saturday October 12
Emmanuel Lutheran, Menominee

2901 13th St

906-863-3431

COMING THIS OCTOBER!!



Have you thought about including 
Ministry in your will?  
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