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A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP KATHERINE FINEGAN,  

NORTHERN GREAT LAKES SYNOD 

 

"Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would still plant my 

apple tree." ~Attributed to Martin Luther 

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod Women, 

Have you ever seen a new tree planted that has two supports added? I’m thinking of a young tree 

that stands between two poles to which are attached a tether, each pulling the tree in the opposite 

direction. Not only do these supports help guard against windstorms, but they ensure that the 

young tree grows up straight and true between the opposing tensions of being pulled in opposite 

directions. So too, I imagine, do the opposing pulls of the Democrat and Republican parties do the 

same for our country. Blue and red need each other; right and left, conservative and liberal. We 

need the dichotomy, the tension of opposing forces, the disagreement, so that we can grow, straight 

and true somewhere in the middle. I can only imagine what the tree feels as it is being pulled in two 

opposite directions, but I would guess it is something like what our country is feeling now. When 

considering the election results, some feel relief and even elation, others feel disappointment and 

even anger. Never before have so many voted. Never before has the country offered such clear and 

disturbing statistics for how many are pulling in opposing directions. We are polarized, standing in 

support on opposite sides of the tree, pulling with all we’ve got, and yet, if one side has too much 

influence, the tree will bend. There is value in having each side pull, so that our country can grow 

straight and true somewhere in the middle. What then does this mean for ministry? It is curious to 

me how 100% of our congregation members can agree that Jesus Christ is Lord, but we do not 

agree on what that means, how that impacts our vote, and how we embody that conviction in our 

ministry efforts. But then again, the church is not known for its level of agreement except for the 

conviction that Jesus Christ is Lord. When political convictions run deep, when we feel the tension 

of being pulled in opposing directions, when we are grieved by the lack of agreement and the swirl 

of emotions and the resentment towards those who are pulling the opposing tether, I urge you to 

apple tree. In November of 2018, I was invited to participate in the retreat for newly elected lead-

ers sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation. In observance of the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation, I planted an apple tree on behalf of our synod in Wittenberg, Germany.  



We are Tree #468, and if you are ever in Wittenberg, please feel free to find our tree and take a pic-

ture. Because even if the world goes to pieces, Jesus Christ is Lord and you and I are invited, encour-

aged, indeed, we are called and equipped to be his presence in the world. And that, my dear friends, 

colleagues, and congregational members, is no small thing.  

Yours in Christ,  

Bishop Katherine Finegan    

 GREETINGS FROM MELZEE JACOBSON, NGLSWO PRESIDENT 

 

 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

Today, in this time and in this place, we still find ourselves surrounded by a    virus that 

has been unrelenting and continues to grow in affected numbers and deaths.  As individu-

als we have continued to brave the fight by keeping our distances, wearing masks, and 

staying out of the public as much as we can.  The most  important action we can take is to 

continue to pray unceasingly for all of humanity to weather the storm and to seek what 

God is doing in our/their lives at this time.  The biggest request I hear and see is that peo-

ple want to return to what was normal.  I genuinely believe that the normal we have left 

behind is gone.  I believe that what we must look forward to is a New Normal.   A normal 

that may allow us to all live a simpler way of life where we have time to get to know each 

other again and where we can realize what is a more rewarding way of life.   

Our lives are one of continual change.  Some changes we accept because we must.  We are 

born into a family, which may change or not, to parents who love us.  Some of us grew up 

with both parents and siblings intact, others did not.  We grew into toddlers learning the 

basics of recognizing when we are hungry or needed a diaper change and sensing when 

we were loved.  We learned how to roll over, we learned how to crawl, and we eventually 

learned how to walk and then became curious about the world around us.  Then there was 

that first day of school for most us, in today’s world it would probably be the first day of 

preschool.  For some of us we grew up with at least one parent that was able to remain at 

home and be our safety net as we encountered different experiences through our child-

hood.  Then came that odd, curious, and confusing stage of   adolescent and preteens.  Not 

only were we changing but our parents were changing as they let us explore on our own 

while they continued to worry about us.  Then off to those last years of high school, when 

we were supposed to be looking toward our futures and what we wanted to become as 

adults. 

 

 



After graduation some of us went to college or a technical training of some sort, while some of us were 

married to our sweethearts and started a family.  Many of us started after our dreams and some got to 

realize those dreams quickly, while others encountered altering life events.  We have all had to say 

goodbye to childhood friends, family members, teenage friends, our childhood homes and towns.  

What all the above tells me is that we have constantly had changes in our lives that we have all man-

aged to live through.  We have also been able to carry fond memories of what we have experienced.   So 

then why as adults do we struggle with making changes as we move forward?  Why can we not em-

brace the changes that come along with a sense of adventure, a sense of faith that everything will be all 

right? 

I receive “Daily Grace” devotions via e-mail each day from the Women of the ELCA.  There is a great 
quantity of devotional material these days that is available to us.  The one thing that I have come to see 
is that Daily Grace is a devotion that is written by women and for women.  It is very easy to sign up (if 

you have access to the internet) by going to womenoftheelca.org.  I find that most of the devotions in-
duce in me the challenge to think about how the message applies to my life and how do I react and may-
be how should I react.  I am sharing with you the devotion from November 15, 2000 below.  This devo-

tion was the one that sparked this message from me to you. 

Embrace change 
Nov 15, 2020 01:00 am 
 

Back in 2008 two men were running for mayor in a small Romanian village. The incumbent, one of 

the two candidates, died suddenly. It was too late to reprint the ballots or call off the election, so it 

proceeded. Despite his death, the incumbent was re-elected. “I know he died,” one villager told re-

porters, “but I don’t want change.” 

Aren’t we all a bit like that villager? We can stare down reality, knowing full well that something dear 

to us is no longer the same, and despite it all, we say, I don’t want change! 

Why do we avoid change? What is familiar is comforting. In a world with so much change, sticking 

with the familiar is safe and easy. For some, a sense of lethargy sets in. For some, fear takes hold. 

What if I don’t like change? What if I can’t manage in the new situation? What if I’m no longer valued 

because what I do is no longer needed? 

Trust that change will not destroy you. And know that one thing will never change: God’s love for us 

all. 

This message was adapted from “Embrace Change” written by Linda Post Bushkofsky that first ap-

peared in the June 2011 issue of Lutheran Woman Today (now Gather) magazine. Today is the 24th 

Sunday after Pentecost and it’s also #CleanOutYourRefrigeratorDay. So if you took a day of rest yes-

terday, clean out and change up your fridge today. After church, of course. 

Do you enjoy these free Daily Grace messages? If so, donate now to further the ministry. Use the 

“where needed most” line. Subscribe to Gather magazine for full articles excerpted in Daily Grace. 

The post Embrace change appeared first on Women of the ELCA. 

https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=609b22e6d8&e=1eb97942aa
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=8fb5cac3e5&e=1eb97942aa
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=3e5619c357&e=1eb97942aa
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=192a7bf5f9&e=1eb97942aa
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=d220465491&e=1eb97942aa
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=908ec4c89d&e=1eb97942aa
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=28f3fd03f1&e=1eb97942aa


So, without further ado, I am asking that God stir up the Holy Spirit within you all to allow change to 

enter your thoughts.  I also ask that the Spirit give you a peace and desire to seek change rather than 

oppose it.  You have all been given gifts and I ask that you please think about how your gifts can help 

us to change things as we move into the future as an organization.   How can we create a spark within 

the women in our social groups, our congregations, our communities?  How can we go forward shar-

ing the gospel with those who may not have had a chance to hear about the grace and love of our sav-

iour?  Jesus said, “Follow me”.   Share with us the dreams, thoughts, ideas, projects, etcetera that are 

on your heart.  Let us join our hands, our hearts, our dreams for the future that we want to leave for 

those that come after us.  Let us strengthen for thy service be.  Contact your board liaison (list in the 

back of the newsletter) or me with your thoughts and dreams. 

God Loves You All and So Do I, 

Melzee Jacobson 

A WORD FROM HOLLY GUERIN, NGLSWO VICE PRESIDENT 

One of the symptoms of Spiritual Awakening is the loss of interest in conflict. I have never been 
one to even stand next to someone in a conflict. But, in the past months I had to ask God to 
stand next to me. All I want is to have attacks of smiling. It has not been easy. We are all work-
ing at becoming the best of ourselves. Please remember that. We are God's children and we will 
all experience Spiritual Awakening . 
 

Holly Guerin 



MUSINGS FROM PAM CHOUINARD, NGLSWO SECRETARY 

COMMENTS FROM KRIS CARLSON, NGLSWO TREASURER 

Exerts from the book: “The Woman of Christmas” by Liz Curtis Higgs. 
Long before silver bells jingled, Christmas lights twinkled, and horse-drawn sleighs went 
dashing through the snow, God reached down from heaven with the best gift of all. 
Love, wrapped in swaddling clothes. 
Hope, nestled in a manger. 
Luke 2:10 
10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people.  
Three women played vital roles in the Messiah’s birth: Elizabeth, Mary, and Anna.  
And so the story begins with Elizabeth, finding out in her old age that she was expecting a 

son. Her much younger cousin, Mary also discovers she is expecting a son. Anna who is a 

prophetess, elderly and a widow who devoutly worshiped God with regular fasting and 

praying. Becomes one of the first people to recognize in faith, the baby Jesus as God’s 

promised Messiah. 

~For the rest of the story you are going to have to read the book!” 

These three beautiful but very different women play a major role in the Christmas Story. 

You can order a copy on Amazon. It would make a great gift, bible study (there are ques-

tions for a bible study at the end of the book) or for your own devotional. Great read! 

Christmas is so much more than a holiday. So much more than buying and wrapping and 

cooking and eating and trimming with tinsel and mailing cards. It’s a season for reflection 

for preparation, for renewal. The perfect time to put aside our shopping lists and reach for 

our bibles, where the story of the Christ child awaits us.  

I continue to pray for each and everyone of you. I know these are trying times for all of us. 

Do what you feel comfortable doing in order to keep safe and healthy.  

Until we meet again, God Bless you! 

Greetings Dear Sisters in Christ 

Blessings for the Christmas season and the New Year.     It is hard to believe that the holidays are fast 
approaching.  In spite of everything that has happened this year, it is the season for thanksgiving, and 
I offer my “thanks for giving” for your generosity throughout the years with your Regular (Form A) 
Offerings.    I know we are not having any fellowship times together right now for circle meetings, 
cluster meetings, etc.;  but I encourage you to still send your regular offerings to me.  If you need extra 
copies of Form A or B, they are available on the Women of the ELCA website; or, I will be happy to 
send you additional copies.  Please feel free to call me at 906-932-0476 or e-mail me at                      
kriskarin@sbcglobal.net  

Wishing everyone health and safety and God’s Peace. 

Kris Carlson, SWO Treasurer 

PLEASE NOTE  

ANY OFFERINGS THAT YOU WISH TO BE INCUDED IN 
THIS FISCAL YEAR 

mailto:kriskarin@sbcglobal.net


 

THOUGHTS FROM DAWN HOLMGREN, NGLSWO BOARD 

THOUGHTS FROM SUE HILL, NGLSWO BOARD 

 I’ve been thinking about the upcoming “Holiday Season” and what changes are hap-
pening in this celebration of the birth of our Lord. 

 As a Christian I am having a difficult time accepting the fact that the our celebration 
of the Advent and Christmas services may not even happen.  

 As a child the Advent services just meant that I would be going to church at night, 
get cold again, be late for bed and would be sitting by mom and dad and a bunch of “old 
people” that smelled funny and wore too  much perfume. 

 Christmas Eve services meant almost the same thing, but I would probably fall 
asleep at some point and then go home and open presents that I could not play with 
because we had to go to sleep. 

 This year I’m feeling sorry for myself because I will not be able to attend any of 
these services unless some sort of miracle happens.  

 The Advent services remind me that Christmas is not about presents, parties, mail-
ing Christmas cards with snow people and animals on them, or taking advantage of all 
the sales that are taking place.  

 It also makes me sad to see the commercials for the “all important” Christmas party. 
It just doesn’t fit into my picture of a Christmas celebration. 

 Don’t think of me as a Scrooge.  As I have grown into my faith and what I think is im-
portant, I have changed my views. 

 COVID-19 has given me more time for TV watching, web surfing, and thinking about 
Christmas. 

 In closing I sincerely pray that you are able to have the Christmas that is traditional 

in your house or something very close to it. 

Sister’s in Christ, I’m feeling very Blessed.  

To have faith during this 2020 what a Blessing. Between not being able to go to church, see fellow 

believer’s, friends and family!!!! ---support.                                                                       

Blessed, I have my work still, some great friends, but some are fearful, my husband works remotely 

if needed part-time. Right now we have had our one and only 3 ½ year old granddaughter, for 

about a month. 

Very Blessed. Jesus said, “Let the children come.” Mark 10:14 

With Thanksgiving coming right around the corner, so many people are not getting together with 

Loved ones------- sad! We are gathering careful! 

We can’t live in fear, stay safe and live in love. 

God’s peace and love, Dawn Holmgren 



THOUGHTS FROM ELAINE KUHLMANN, NGLSWO BOARD 

THOUGHTS FROM KAREN REITZ, NGLSWO BOARD 

Ordinary discipleship 

Aug 14, 2020 01:00 am 

Occasionally people are called to extraordinary discipleship. Abraham and Sarah. Mo-

ses. Esther. Almost everyone is called to uncommon faith and obedience some time in 

life. A child dies, a spouse leaves, a job is lost, or the diagnosis is bleak. 

But most discipleship is ordinary and mundane. Most of the time, discipleship is getting 

up each day and trying to make the best of it. Our spiritual lives, we may feel, are boring 

or trivial, quite unlike those of people with “real callings.” 

The words “disciple” and “discipleship” are first cousins to “discipline.” I know (and so do 

you) some people whose lives have been shaped by the discipline of following Jesus. 

Because they practice, these disciples make it look easy, even though it isn’t. Their lives, 

molded by Christ’s own, have warmed and brightened mine. 

This message is adapted from “Just a Little Light” written by Karen Melang in the June 

1992 issue of Lutheran Woman Today (now Gather) magazine. Today we remember 

Maximilian Kolbe, who died in 1941; and Kaj Munk, who died in 1944; disciples and mar-

tyrs. 

 “I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me.”  Micah 7:7 NIV 

Waiting can be hard.  We are all waiting for something at this time of year.  Whether it’s for school vaca-

tions to begin, or family members to come and visit us, or even for wonderful worship services to be at-

tended with other members of God’s family.    

I remember waiting for Christmas with my family.  We would go to worship with my mom and dad on 

Christmas Eve.  After the service was gift opening and stocking surprises.  Christmas Day was always 

spent at my mom’s parents’ house.  There was always a room with a Christmas tree by the window.  The 

presents were under the tree and under the window from the east to west walls. It was great having all 

12 of my family members on that side of our family together.  Great memories!  When January came 

around we would gather at my dad’s parents’ house where my two grandparents, two brothers and my 

aunts would be gathered around their tree to visit and share more gifts.  Wow, these are happy memo-

ries for me!  (Continued on next page) 

https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=1152721b66&e=1eb97942aa
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=1f0cd006f4&e=1eb97942aa


This year there will be changes from my childhood memories surrounding Christmas celebrations 

with family.  The church worship service will look different.  The visits will be very small.  There will 

be less presents and less travel.  “I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will 

hear me.”  The hope and excitement for me are the positives that are coming!  I’m hoping for a relaxing 

time with my household together sitting around the lit Christmas tree sharing gifts, laughter and sto-

ries.  Hoping to see God’s love shared in our family.  Hoping to have thankful hearts when we see God’s 

provisions and good health. Worshipping God at home as a family! 

We watch with hope this season as we wait for God’s positive provisions in our lives and His presence.  

THOUGHTS FROM MARY LOU STEFANSKI, NGLSWO BOARD 

When Jesus sent out his disciples two by two he told them “And if any place will not welcome you 

or listen to you, leave that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” -  

Matthew 10:14.   In our world today this could be compared to “I wash my hands of it.”   

As disciples of Jesus we are called to share the gospel and we can do that if the receiver is willing to 
listen.  Sometimes we encounter individuals who feel differently about us “Christians”.  They may 

feel that we look down upon them because they will not believe what we have to say, and they 
think we are making the statement that we are the only ones with the right interpretation.   When 

our message is rejected, we can walk away knowing that we have shared the gospel and that is all 

we can do.  God holds the final  judgment on each one of us accordingly.  God is aware of our dust-
shaking and will take over from where we leave off.  There will be times when we need to take a 
stand and proclaim the truth and share our  testimony, but only when God is calling us to do so.  

We must listen carefully to that call, for we are not the ones to make that call on our own.  At other 

times God will give us the freedom to move on in our journey as we continue to share the Gospel 
with others. 

We are only responsible for our disobedience to God and we are not responsible for the results to 

that obedience.   We can plant seeds while at times we may be called to water and tend those seeds, 

but we are never guaranteed that we will see a seed that comes into full bloom. 

The world is made up of many different people, who have lived different lives and experiences.  

None of us can know the whole history of another nor the reason they act or believe as they do.  We 

each have our own deep passion about different issues and yet even Christians do not always share 

that same deep passion about the subjects we do.   It is hard to have conversations about faith with 

others, especially if they do not believe that there is a God.  (Continued on next page) 



Through our faith journey we will feel frustrated, hurt, beaten down by what others who do not 

agree say about our faith beliefs.  But we must remember what I genuinely feel was expressed in a 

meme that appeared on my facebook page from TheFeministvibe/ACLU: 

 “I can’t do that, it’s against my religion”, is religious freedom. 

 “You can’t do that, it’s against my religion”, is not. 

So, Sisters in Christ, continue to spread the Gospel and share your testimonies of what God has done 

in your life.  If you come up against rejection, then “shake the dust from your feet and move on” let-

ting God take care of the rest.  For in our Christian Faith, God always wins.  

Dear Father in Heaven, We ask that we become more aware of your guidance as we encounter those 

whom we share the gospel with to be able to discern whether we should shake the dust from our 

feet and move on or if we are to stand firm in our faith during the event.  May we always be aware 

that our responsibility is to be obedient to you and not to take responsibility to the results of that 

obedience so we may carry on as you have the desire for us too.  - Amen 

Affirming justice in Advent (from the Women of the ELCA “A Different Journey Advent as 
a Walk, Not a Sprint) 
Perhaps you feel a sense of real longing this Advent, longing for justice in a world of 
injustice, yearning for hope and deliverance. This might be a goodtime to spend the four weeks of Ad-
vent reflecting and journaling on Mary’s words in the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55). Notice that after Mary 
has been affirmed by her cousin Elizabeth in her knowledge of carrying the Divine within her body, she 
breaks into a song of exultation and a declaration of God’s concern for justice. Justice will be estab-
lished. And it will be done in a radical way: through God’s love in sending Jesus. Spend time thinking 
about what a revolutionary message Mary proclaimed. No passive, sweet young thing, this Mary. No, 
she was courageous, strong and insightful! And the baby she carried within her body brought reconcili-
ation to the world. This baby brought a radical message of love to a world more interested in power, 
prestige and who’s in and who’s out, who’s up and who’s down (a state of being we still see today). As 
an aside, this is a good time to remember the important role of being an encourager, an affirmer to oth-
ers. In a women’s group of which [the author] was once part,we spoke about “Elizabething” one anoth-
er; that is, affirming God’s call in each other just as Elizabeth did to Mary in the verses preceding the 
Magnificat. We don’t always have a clear sense of our own callings, and it’s helpful to have others tell us 
what they see in us.” 
 
“Copyright © 2011 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Written by Sonia Solomonson. All rights reserved. May be reproduced for use in Women of the ELCA units, 
clusters/conferences and synodical women’s organizations provided each copy is reproduced in its entirety and carries this copyright notice. Please direct all other requests for permission 
to reproduce to women.elca@elca.org. 

 

Like Melzee, I was a part of the class offered by the NGLS that focused on Racial Bias in Rural America. 
This excerpt from a bible study offered by the Women of the ELCA speaks to me as we approach the Ad-
vent season, especially when I read the very last phrase, “it is helpful to have others tell us what they 
see in us.”  Because I am learning every day to recognize my implicit bias, I need those around me to re-
mind me of my calling as a woman of God who needs daily to remember that many of the opportunities 
and things I take for granted have been possible because of the simple fact that I was born white and to 
appreciate the barriers women of color have had to break down because they weren’t.  I feel called to 
read and experience as much as I can to help to build a world where these barriers no longer exist. I ask 
you, my Sisters in Christ, that this Advent season, you reflect on the justice of Jesus in your lives. 

EDITOR’S REFLECTIONS from the editor, BARB 



In this time of uncertainty such as we are currently experiencing, it’s more than ev-

er essential to find a way we can gather together as faithful friends. By coming together, 

we can encourage, support one another and share new ideas for our communities. Wheth-

er we choose to meet with zoom ~ google meet ~ ring meeting ~calling each other, send-

ing encouraging notes or social distancing outside while wearing masks, it will give us the 

opportunity to pray, laugh, and study God’s word safely. 

 We are here to support you in any way we can. Perhaps you need assistance in set-

ting up a virtual gathering, we can provide instructions on how to set one up.  

 The board is meeting on a regular basis virtually. We have become the main contact 

for Mkuza and when we hear of any needs/concerns they may have; we will forward them 

to you.  

We have also begin planning the 2021 fall convention and retreat. Our hopes and 

prayers are that we will be able to come together once again. What a joyous event that 

will be! A reunion of friends celebrating Christ at our beautiful Fortune Lake Bible Camp. 

Let’s plan on making it a real celebration.  

 If anyone has any ideas or suggestions please let us know. It’s our privilege to 

do what we can for the Amazing Lutheran Women of the NGLS!  

 The Gospel tells us to be persistent and do not give up in the midst of a crisis. Jesus 

Christ assures us that with faith everything is possible.  

 Be Bold and Begin planning and connecting in a new way.  

 The value of a friend: 

  Ecclesiastes 4: 9-10 “Two are better than one, because they have a good re-

ward for their toils, for if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone 
and falls and doesn’t have another to help. 

The Northern Great Lakes Synodical Women’s 

Organization  

is thinking of you……. 



Lifelong Faith Formation 2021  
Bulletin and Newsletter Announcements 
 
 
 

Lifelong Faith Formation: Synod Classes Continue Online in January 
visit www.nglsynod/lifelongfaithformation for details 

  

Registration is now open for the winter schedule of Lifelong Faith Formation, a program of the Northern 
Great Lakes Synod.  The classes provide fun and interesting opportunities for people to connect with each 
other online, via Zoom, during these challenging times. 
 

These classes begin in January:   
 
- The Gospel of John;  
 

•  Walking Together: Companionship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania;  
 

•  Reflection’s on Bonhoeffer’s Life Together, While We are Apart;  
 

•  Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America 
  

•                   The Doctrine of Discovery, From Myth to Reality (a call to increase understanding and  
                         appreciation of the heritage and culture of Native American peoples); and  
 

•  Introduction to Biblical Greek II.   
 

For more information, visit www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation or contact Deacon-Elect Lori Ward 
at (615) 519-1969 or lori.ward@nglsynod.org.  

Northern Great Lakes Synod 

Online Classes Begin via Zoom in January 2021 

The Gospel of John 

Walking Together: Companionship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanza-

nia 

Reflections on Bonhoeffer’s Life Together, While We are Apart 

Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America 

The Doctrine of Discovery, From Myth to Reality (a call to increase understanding 

and appreciation of the heritage and culture of Native American peoples) 

Introduction to Biblical Greek II. 

Visit www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation for more information and to regis-

ter 

or contact Deacon-Elect Lori Ward at (615) 519-1969 or lori.ward@nglsynod.org. 

http://www.nglsynod/lifelongfaithformation
http://www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation
mailto:lori.ward@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation
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Fun and Interesting Classes for Adults 

Begin in January 2021 via Zoom 

www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation 

 
The Northern Great Lakes Synod presents the winter 
schedule of classes for people who want to grow in 

spirituality, faith, and knowledge. 

After an excellent response to the launch of Lifelong Faith Formation this fall, the Northern Great Lakes Synod is offering a 
new schedule of six classes beginning the week of January 10, 2021.  Registration is now open for the following courses at the 
synod’s website, www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation 
  

Introduction to Biblical Greek II with Pastor Nicole Hanson-Lynn of Zion/Salem, Ironwood, meeting on Sundays 
at 6:00 p.m. CT/7:00 ET, January 10-February 28; 

 
Reflection’s on Bonhoeffer’s Life Together, While We are Apart, with Pastor Lisa Ubbelohde of Bethlehem, Flor-

ence, meeting on Monday afternoons at 2:00 CT/3:00 ET and on Monday nights at 7:30 CT/8:30 ET, January 
11-February 15; 

 
The Doctrine of Discovery: From Myth to Reality with Pastor Bucky Beach, Good Shepherd, Houghton, and oth-

er instructors, a call to increase understanding and appreciation of the heritage and culture of Native Ameri-
can peoples; meeting on Mondays at 5:00 p.m. CT/6:00 p.m. ET, January 11-February 8;  

 
Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America with Pastor Christina Forsythe of Porterfield/

Beaver, meeting on Tuesdays at 5:00 CT/6:000 ET, January 12-February 9; 
 

  

Walking Together: Companionship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania with Luanne and Rev. 
Thomas Skrenes, meeting on Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. CT/5:00 p.m. ET, January 13-February 17; and  

 
The Gospel of John with Pastor Tommy Richter of Zion, Manistique, meeting on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

CT/7:00 ET, January 13-March 10 (with no class on Ash Wednesday); 
 

  

  

Classes will meet weekly for one hour for five to eight weeks via links to Zoom provided by the instructors. While the offerings 
are free of charge, some classes recommend or require the purchase of materials.  Details are available on the synod website 
along with the registration form at www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation 

 

While discussions through computer screens are not ideal, online learning presents an opportunity to connect people from 
across the synod -- people who share a love of learning and have discovered that adult studies help them to grow in faith.  An 
offshoot of the synod’s former Lay School for Mission, Lifelong Faith Formation is not driven by an end result such as gradua-
tion from a program.  It is not a certification program to become a Licensed Lay Minister. Rather, Lifelong Faith Formation is 
designed for curious adults who want to become better equipped to serve the work of Christ in their congregations. 
 

For more information visit www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation or contact Deacon-Elect Lori 
Ward at 615-519-1969 or lori.ward@nglsynod.org 
 

http://www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation
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Our Synod has launched the Lifelong Faith Formation Learning Classes this past Fall.  Three of us 

from the Board took the class “Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America” with Pas-

tor Christina Forsythe.  The reading material was White Fragility by Robin Diangelo.  From this class 

some of us formed a book club to continue to dig into stories of injustice regarding the racism that 

continues to be prevalent in society today.  Our first book to discuss was the above.  It was a difficult 

read for some and others had an easier time.  By sharing what we became aware of during that read-

ing of the book was pure enlightenment on the content and the learning from others how it moved 

them to deeper thought.  One of the issues we struggled with was how to define White Fragility or 

White Privilege as these names seem to set up an immediate defensive wall in a discussion with oth-

ers.  One of our Sisters in Christ shared her definition and we all agreed that it was comprehensive 

and as one would say it “hit the nail on the head.”   

“Receiving the benefits of racism embedded in government, business and industry, and media  that 

accrue to white people, a blindness to recognizing those benefits, and the corresponding harm to 

people of color, and a defensiveness we exhibit when the benefits we receive, the injustices incurred 

to others and our racist behavior of words are identified.  

Short version:  Blindness and defensiveness about racism in ourselves and the institutions we con-

trol.” 

I personally invite others who have the courage to dig deeper into the topic of racism to take this 

class.  Together as a group you may discover insight to where and how racism developed and exists 

in our society today.  If you do not have internet access, then I would encourage you to form a group 

to read the book and discuss it amongst yourselves.  The book can be purchased through Amazon 

COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK “WHITE FRAGILITY” by Melzee 
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