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GREETINGS FROM MELZEE JACOBSON, NGLSWO PRESIDENT 

PERHAPS YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

The past two years have been unprecedented.  We have lived through a journey we never thought we would have to 

face.  Now that life has a light at the end of the tunnel, it is time to discover what we must do to revitalize our organiza-

tion.  Today, our appearance is not the same as it was in the beginning of the pandemic.  Our churches are not the same. 

Our society is not the same as it used to be.   

It is time to envision the future and at present we do not know exactly what that will look like, but we must trust that 

God will lead us to where he would like us to be if only we listen.  Your SWO Board has continued to use the Reflec-

tions newsletter to keep you informed and encouraged over the past two years.  We had to adapt with our meetings.  We 

used to hold them quarterly and we would meet face-to-face at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp for a daylong meeting and 

lunch.  Now we meet monthly via Zoom where at least we can see each other and continue the work we have been 

called to do on your behalf.  We are now meeting the second Tuesday of the month at 5:30 pm Central/6:30 pm Eastern 

and we try to limit the meeting to an hour to an hour-an-a-half duration.  

The board normally hosts the convention on Friday, September 16 and we have been busy organizing that.  We will 

also be hosting the retreat this year Friday night through Sunday noon.  The theme is “Celebrating Women” The next 

newsletter you receive in May will have all the forms and information you will need to plan and register. 

We have had some changes on the board.  Circumstances arose and Sue Hill, Elaine Kuhlmann and Mary Lou Stefanski 
resigned their board member positions.  We found and appointed two replacements, Mary Ellen Perkins from St Paul’s 
in Mass City (Cluster 2) and Sandy Feleppa from Zion in St Ignace (Cluster 7) to fill out the terms.  We are currently 
looking for someone to appoint to cover the third vacancy.  The board discussed increasing the board to be comprised 
of one member from each cluster, four officers and a member-at-large so all clusters will have representation.  Due to 
changes approved at the triennial last August, we can do this.  Also, a change was made that two people from one con-
gregation can be on the board at the same time as long as one is a board member and one is an officer. 

We will be busy at our convention with elections.  The positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
eight members and a member at large, plus a nominating committee.  In the past few years our nominating committee 
has been difficult to fill but a nominating committee has the greatest influence on an organization when it comes to 
finding people to run for office.  Terms will be staggered as half of the board needs to be elected for two-year terms and 
the others for a one-year term. We need people to step up if the Northern Great Lakes Synodical Women’s organization 
is going to keep moving into the future  

When I was Vice President, I started calling contacts in each unit, inviting them to send voting members to convention.  
Our constitution says that even if a church does not have an active unit, they are allowed to send a voting member to 
convention who will have a voice and a vote.  Having these conversations helped me to learn that communications    
between units and the synod organization had to improve.  I also realized that communication between the synod organ-
ization had to improve with the churchwide organization.  I know that use of the internet through e-mail and  
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Facebook has presented obstacles to those who do not have computers.  Please know that we do send digital copies of the 
Reflections to the churches and the pastors from whom you can obtain a hard copy.  We also still have hard copies availa-
ble by subscription. (see p. 11) 

The churchwide organization, www.womenoftheelca.org,  has many resources that can be obtained.  They have Bible 
Studies that can be downloaded, resources on subjects of Human Trafficking, Social Justice, and many others. If you have 
a passion for a project, let one of your board members know and we can help you find information. Ask your pastor or 
church secretary to print off a copy of the page from the newsletter with board member names and contact information 
that you can use to contact us.  We are willing, able, and eager to help your units. 

I also know that many of us are aging and there do not seem to be many younger women that are joining us in church or 

in our synodical organization.  I know that our biggest export from the Upper Peninsula is our young people.  I also know 

(I am 71) that some of us feel that we do not have time, energy, or the desire to continue working together.  But, as Mor-

decai said to Esther, in Chapter 4 when she was faced with the possibility of her people being killed, “Perhaps you have 

been called for such a time as this” in reference to stepping up and saving her people from extinction.   We are still here, 

and God still has plans for us to work in his kingdom.  Perhaps you have been called for such a time as this.  Are 

you still listening for God’s call upon you?  He gave you unique gifts that can or should be used to work on his behalf.   

I recently learned about Sister Joan Chittister, who is known as a maverick Benedictine nun who dared to speak her mind 

as God called her to service.  You can google her (https://joanchittister.org) and she has written books and she has posts 

on the internet.  She has been a leader of women encouraging them to step up and walk boldly on behalf of one another.  

A pastor recently shared overhearing someone asking Sister Joan “when can I rest from my labors”.  There was a long 

pause and Sister Joan responded, “when you stop breathing”.   

I have often wondered why I am still here at 71.  I thought for sure that I would never collect social security.  You may 

ask why I thought this way.  Well, my parents died at 55 and 66, and I had five siblings who predeseased me: one who 

died stillborn, one at age 4.5 one at 8, one at 45, and one at 50.  I became the matriarch at age 40.  I was born four years 

after the 4.5- and 8-year-old went home to Jesus.  My daughter said one day, “mom if you reach 67, you will have out-

lived your parents and siblings.  Jesus/God must have work for me to do because I am still here.  I may not do as much as 

I used to physically, but there is always something that I can do for God while I am here.  How about you? 

 
Did you know that Women of the ELCA is 35 years old in 2022?  Because of finances they have decreased the number on 

the Executive Board from 21 to 15.  They currently only have two full-time employees.  Many learning events are being 

held via Zoom, which has offered us the opportunity to meet other women from all over the United States.  We have 

shared ideas, prayers, concerns, joys and sorrows together. 

We were all baptized into the community of believers, we have been given gifts from God to utilize, and we have been 

called to share the story.  I know that many did not grow up talking openly about their stories and their faith.  I also know 

that if you step up and start telling it to someone one at a time and building relationships, you will never realize just how 

far your sharing will continue to reach out to others.  Do you remember Gumby, the little green character, that could 

stretch and then return to his normal size?  Well, when you stretch it may seem like you come back to your original self, 

but you have just expanded your comfort zone and you never return to the same place from which you came. So, I       

encourage you to take the challenge and step outside the comfort zone you are in and see how you can and do change the 

lives of others that you encounter. 

We need each other if we are going to continue this organization and build it bigger, to continue to have conventions and 

retreats.  While holding on to each others’ hands, let us reach out and touch another for the sake of Jesus/God.  Let us en-

joy our time here as we journey through life helping others become what God has planned for them to be. 

PERHAPS WE HAVE BEEN CALLED FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 

As Jesus said to the disciples “Come and Follow Me” 

Churchwide Women of the ELCA has a Bible Study “Listen to God”, it only has four sessions.   If anyone is interested in joining        
bible study with me, contact me at  imlizrd@yahoo.com and I will organize a study via Zoom.  You can find my contact in the        
back of the newsletter.  Contact me no later than March 31 so we have time to get started before summer is here. 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org
https://Joanchittister.org
mailto:imlizrd@yahoo.com
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A WORD FROM HOLLY GUERIN, NGLSWO VICE PRESIDENT 

Psalm 99:6  “They cried to the Lord, and he answered them.” 

“Psalm 99 is a reminder of this faithfulness and hope.  I invite you to use words as a refrain to carry you through your 

day today.  Whatever you face in your life this day, may fill you with comfort, strength, and peace: God is faithful: 

therefore, I will hope.   

Prayer-Faithful God, meet me in my need this day, and fill me with hope, In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

(Fortress, January/February/March ,2022, p.60.) 

MUSINGS FROM PAM CHOUINARD, NGLSWO SECRETARY 

In the January 2022 issue of Bold Café (www.boldcafe.org)  there’s an article written by Rev. Angela 

Khabeb, Trinity Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, MN. She titled it “Passion that chooses us.”  

The following is a small excerpt from her article: 

 

Passion 

“For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another quarter, but 

you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as 

this.” (Esther 4:14) 

 

Passion that chooses us 

By Angela T. Kahbeb 

Some passions are sparked from within, while others swirl around us, inviting and enticing us to come closer until we 

are captured. Do you know what you are passionate about? 

 
Passions are not one size fits all  
 
They come in all shapes and sizes and one person’s passion might be another person’s bane. I have a dear friend who 
loves to cook. She can spend hours in the kitchen creating edible works of art — while I’m annoyed by the very thought 
of making dinner tonight. 
Sometimes passions simply smolder unnoticed until we recognize them. Other times we stumble upon a passion – a new 
idea, activity, or career that we didn’t know we would love. 
When I was 15 years old, a classmate invited me to her church youth group. I went to the midweek service, not knowing 
what to expect – and can you believe it? My friend’s pastor was a woman! A woman pastor! I had no idea until I heard 
Pastor Jeanie preach the Gospel with power and authority that I needed to be in ministry myself. That “chance” encoun-
ter changed the trajectory of my life. 
 
I encourage you to read the rest of her article, you won’t be disappointed. I had the opportunity to meet her at the Trien-

nial in Minneapolis. She is a powerful gifted speaker with something to say! 

After reading her thoughts concerning Passion, I couldn’t stop thinking of all the passions in my life that had come and 

went! For a few years I was a basket maker. I made over 100 baskets in all sizes and served for several different purpos-

es. Prior to basket making I was into ceramics. With five active children running through the house baskets were a bet-

ter choice than glass! I also made sure my extended family was gifted with my current passion. Basket making was a 

passion for a few years that I enjoyed. 

In the recent years my passion has been my Monday morning sewing group at First Lutheran Church, Gladstone, MI. I 
walk in the fellowship hall on Monday mornings to join a group of special loving ladies. Together we make school 
bags, lately 100s of face masks, crafts to be sold at our fall auction and more importantly we make sanitary pads. The 
sanitary pads are for an organization entitled “Days for Girls International.” . (continued)  

http://www.boldcafe.org
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Their mission statement is: Days for Girls advances menstrual equity, health, dignity and opportunity for all. We 

transform periods into pathways As we sew them with feel empowered by giving young women the chance to go to 

school even during their monthly period. And of course, as good Lutherans we end our morning by going out to lunch 

together. My fellowship with these women has always been important but during this pandemic, it has become my life 

line.  

 

Again, I know passions come and go! But some passions never leave. I’ve been a mother for 49 years my children and 

grandchildren are my forever passion. Raising a family isn’t easy. There’s always a certain amount of fear and worry. 

But I can’t imagine doing this by myself. I was raised hearing this phrase “It takes a village.” My village is my husband, 

my parents and in-laws, and my church family! Thank you First Lutheran for supporting my family and giving me a sec-

ond home! 

 

God Bless and keep healthy. 

 

 

 

Stewardship: More than money 

 

Greetings Dear Sisters in Christ,  

What does Stewardship mean?  Money is usually the first thing that comes to mind; however, steward-
ship is so much more – we think “Time – Talent – and our Possessions”  One dictionary definition 
states that stewardship is  “the act of taking care of or managing something;  for example  property,  an 
organization,  money,  or valuable objects” 

The Bible talks about being good stewards of the earth—maybe it’s planting a garden, recycling as 
much as we can, doing our best to reduce our carbon footprint;  advocating for good stewardship prac-
tices  for all of  “Mother Earth” 

Sharing time with others:  Maybe just a listening ear.  Offering to drive others to church, to doctor’s ap-
pointments.  Helping them to shop—shopping for them. Visiting the homebound – taking them home 
communion  (something I’ve thought about, but haven’t stretched my “comfort zone” that far, yet) 

Sharing talents:  sewing quilts;  using your voice in word and song—being a lector, communion assis-
tant, singing in a choir.  Sharing treats with family and friends.  Bringing meals to others. 

We are all “valuable objects”:   Maybe it’s a promise to be kinder to ourselves.  Maybe it’s being more 
mindful in our daily interactions with people or being more disciplined in our daily faith practices.  
Maybe it’s a commitment to eat healthier, lose a few pounds or exercise more.   

Maybe it’s taking a leap of faith  to consider taking a leadership role in church, community, or in our 
Northern Great Lakes Synodical Women’s Organization.   

There are excellent monthly devotions from the Women of the ELCA website: https://
www.womenoftheelca.org/ministry-action/stewardship 

Wishing everyone blessings for the Lenten and Easter season. 

Kris Carlson 

NGLSWO Treasurer 

COMMENTS FROM KRIS CARLSON, NGLSWO TREASURER 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/ministry-action/stewardship
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/ministry-action/stewardship
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OUR HISTORIAN, SANDY FELEPPA, NGLSWO BOARD 

 

I have greatly enjoyed the last two months of meetings and getting to know the wonderful women who  

comprise the SWO board!  I’ve taken on the role of Historian and have agreed to update our storage of     

historical records.  Board member Karen Reitz’s wonderful husband Rich was kind enough to put all of our 

pictures and documents on a thumb drive which has allowed me to upload them onto our very own SWO 

Shutterfly account.  This is a much more efficient way of keeping documents at no cost!  Please contact me 

if you have any pictures or documents you think should be included. 

Prayerfully, 

Sandy Feleppa, Historian 

THOUGHTS FROM DAWN HOLMGREN, NGLSWO BOARD 

What God has Done! 

You have been saved by God’s grace.  Ephesians 2:5 

Paul’s description of what God has done for you and me. To quote Max Lucado, “ When [we] were      

spiritually dead because of our sins and because we were not free from the power of our sinful self, God 

made us alive with Christ, and he forgave all our sins. He took away that record with its rules and nailed it 

to the cross.”  

These words are a good reminder as we go into Ash Wed. and the Lenten season. Saved by God’s grace. 

As we walk with Jesus to the Cross, we humbly walk with him. And remember God is in charge. Of all 

things. 

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Son for us to be saved by grace.    Amen. 

Your Sister in Christ, Dawn Holmgren                                         
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DISCIPLESHIP WITH MARY ELLEN PERKINS, BOARD MEMBER 

The Discipleship Journey 

As we enter another season of Lent, it’s a good time to reflect on our discipleship walk.  Our journey be-

gan at our baptisms, when we received the gifts of the Holy Spirit, forgiveness of sin, and eternal life.  We 

were then called into a life of discipleship. And discipleship affords additional gifts of community, the 

means of grace, opportunities to proclaim the Good News, opportunities to serve others, and an invitation 

to partner with God to bring justice and peace to all the world. 

 

At the time of our baptisms, we were welcomed into a community of other believers.  This community is 

important to us because God uses community to build us up.  Our lives among God’s faithful people pro-

vide encouragement, teaching, support in times of trouble and celebrations in times of joy.  We worship 

God, confess our sins and receive absolution, and we pray together that God’s will be done in our lives. 

 
In our communal worship we receive the means of grace: hearing God’s Word and receiving the Lord’s 

Supper.  We listen to the reading of the Holy Scriptures, we echo Biblical texts in the liturgy, and we lis-

ten to the explanation of God’s word and how it applies to our lives in the sermon. Following the sermon, 

we are invited to the Lord’s Table, to receive Christ’s body and blood which strengthens us for our contin-

ued discipleship walk 

 
Following our weekly worship, we are sent out to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ in word and 

deed.  Lent is a good time to reflect on how we are doing.  Do our words and deeds reflect the love of 

Christ?  Do we look for opportunities to share the love of Christ with our community? Have we shared 

with others the benefits we enjoy from being part of a community of believers? 

 
In addition to proclaiming the Good News, we are called to model Jesus’ life of service and sacrifice for 

others. We must identify ways we can do acts of mercy and kindness to others—in our families, our com-

munities, and in the world.  Our congregations offer many opportunities to serve the world in community 

ministries, global missions, and disaster relief.  Communities have social services that are seeking volun-

teers and donations.   

 
Finally, we are called to strive for justice and peace in the world.  We strive to bring racial equality, eco-

nomic justice, and acceptance and inclusion of sexual identities.  We do this by welcoming strangers, and 

not judging people by their appearances. We struggle to understand the struggles of people who are differ-

ent from us.  We eliminate barriers that prevent people from joining our fellowship, whether they be phys-

ical, economic, or emotional.  Our political decision-making also should reflect our desire to bring justice 

and peace to the world. 

 
And we pray that at the end of our discipleship journeys, God will welcome us into eternal life with the 
commendation, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” 
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THOUGHTS FROM KAREN REITZ, BOARD MEMBER 

 

 

Sunny spring days are coming!  The wind will change from the whipping cold of the north to the warmer 

breezes from the south. We know this from many years of the repeating and changing seasons.  The birds are 

flying high in the sky.  They are singing in the morning, at noon and in the evening.  Do you hear them call-

ing to each other?   Do you feel the warmth of the sun beating in through the southern windows?  Soon the 

spring and summer camping season will be here.  A time to experience God’s creation.  Think about some 

summer activities like hiking, swimming, biking and running.  These options all use our feet and legs which 

we stand on every day, sometimes all day long.  Another spring and summer activity a person does is kite fly-

ing while enjoying God’s creation.   

I’ve always enjoyed flying kites in the spring of the year since I was a small girl.  As the story goes, on one 

beautiful summer day at the lake, with my new four foot kite, I was enjoying flying the kite with my husband 

and our two daughters.  When the wind gust took the kite out of my grip.  There it went, flying down the 

beach, over the beach goers, dragging the strings in and out of the lake water, through the beach sand and to-

wards the breakwater.  I was frantic!  I couldn’t run fast enough across the beach to catch it.  Off it went. Fly-

ing alone down the beach all the way to the breakwater.   As you can imagine, I fell to the ground, sand flying 

almost as high as the kite. They we were, my family helping me up out of the sand, hopping first to retrieve 

the kite and then to the car.  At the ER, x-rays were taken and thankfully nothing appeared to be broken.  

Needless to say, I needed to rely on my family to help me get around for the rest of our camping trip, in and 

out of the tent, to and from the pit toilet and no driving the rest of the vacation. 

Fast forward about a decade and I end up getting an MRI on that same foot. After some weeks spent in a 

walking boot I have learned many lessons.   

Rely on family and friends for help in life. God gives community for assistance. 

Go to the experts when knowledge and treatment are required. God provides people with specialized gifts 

to assist. 

Take time to rest and heal. Allow God’s healing to take place. 

Be thankful for the experiences, the assistance and the healing in life.  

Rely on God Always! He is ever present. 

I am thankful for how our feet and legs are always working to hold us up when we stand, carry us across the 

floor to serve others and operate the pedals in the vehicle as we drive from one of God’s beautiful world spots 

to another.  Enjoy God’s creation this season! 
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AN INVITATION FROM THE EDITOR, BARB RICE 

As I write this, the rain is falling on the snow as the temperatures hover at the freezing point. 

We come to expect a day or two of this sort of weather in our geographic area. And we also 

learn to expect snow in winter and extremely hot weather in summer, both things that often 

make us want to stay inside the confines of our homes. Health issues and other considerations 

can also keep us at our home base. With that in mind, the Virtual Bible Study group that I         

initiated in my home congregation has opened its doors to the women in our synod and elsewhere via 

Zoom. We meet weekly at 10:00 on Wednesday mornings and meet for one hour. Currently, we are shar-

ing our thoughts and reactions to the Gather magazine Bible study for the current month. It is a wonderful              

opportunity to be together with other women who you may know or with whom you may become  friends. 

I would like to extend to each of you AN INVITATION to join us. I cannot put into words how valuable 

each of you and your viewpoints would be to us, as the more perspectives and experiences we share, the 

more deep our understanding of God’s word and love becomes! You are WELCOME to join us!  

Please contact me at barb.strong.rice@gmail.com if you would like me to send you the 

Zoom link which comes out weekly, or if you have any questions. 

 

Fortune Lake News 

2022 Summer Camp is Coming! Registration is currently open. If you are interested in donating to the camp; 

you can check out their wish list at http://fortunelake.org/support/wishlists/. 

Senior Days at Fortune Lake: 

Senior Day is a wonderful way to reconnect with old friends and make a few new ones along the way. Gather 

in the Dining Hall from 10 am – 2pm and enjoy a delightful day at FLLC, including a devotion, program, 

lunch, and fellowship. 

The next two dates are: 

March 14, 2022 

May 9, 2022 

$10 donation per participant per session is requested RSVP by the Friday before to (906) 214-2267. 

SWO Cluster Update 

With the pandemic still affecting our lives, getting together might feel uncomfortable for some. Howev-
er, for those that are willing to host a spring event, please let us so we can have a board member there to 
support your cluster. If each congregation could please go over their lists of officers and send us any 

changes that would make our address and email list more accurate. Thank you and God Bless!  

mailto:barb.strong.rice@gmail.com
http://fortunelake.org/support/wishlists/
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UPCOMING DATES 

 

March 4: World Day of Prayer 

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide, ecumenical movement of Christian women of many traditions who 

come together to observe a common day of prayer each year, and who, in 

many countries, have a continuing relationship in prayer and service. To learn 

more about World Day of Prayer go to wdp-usa.org 

 

 

 

 

March 19: National Quilting Day (NQD) 

Even through the pandemic many of our women in our local churches never stopped working on quilts, baby 

kits, health kits and school kits. They worked in small groups and alone in their homes. We are so proud of 

these dedicated women! Please keep them in your prayers for their ministry. 

Lutheran World Relief Mission Statement: 

“Affirming God’s love for all people, we work with Lutherans and partners around the world to end poverty, 

injustice and human suffering.” (lwr.org/quilts). 

 

March 19: National Chocolate Caramel Day: 

The combination of the two flavors give us a delicious chocolate caramel candy! Since this day lands on 

“National Quilt Day” a great idea would be to treat your sewing circles with a chocolate caramel treat.  

Sharing the love of quilts and chocolate! 
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NORTHERN GREAT LAKES SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 

2019-2022 OFFICERS  

Melzee Jacobson, President (2014-2022) 

527 E. Margaret St. 

Ironwood, MI 49938 

906-282-0169 

imlizrd@yahoo.com 

 

Pamela Chouinard, Secretary (2016-2022)  

P.O. Box 137 

Little Lake, MI 49833 

906-280-2918 

pam@chouinards.com 

Cluster 8 Superior Central Board Liaison 

 

 

Sandy Feleppa, Board member/appointed (2021-2022) 

830 Bashore Rd. 

St. Ignace, MI 49781-1304 

906-430-8010 

Sfeleppa1969@gmail.com 

Cluster 7 Three Lakes Board Liaison 

  

Dawn Holmgren, Board member (2019-2022) 

10995 T.65 Road 

Rapid River, MI 49878 

906-280-2615 

dmholmgren10@gmail.com 

Cluster 5 Menominee Board Liaison 

 

Karen Reitz, Board member (2019-2022) 

876 Woodland Dr. 

Rhinelander, WI 54501 

715-362-9610 or 715-437-8007 

klbreitz@charter.net 

Cluster 4 Four Rivers Board Liaison 

 

 

 

Holly Guerin, Vice-President (2018-2022) 

4540 Loggers Run Rd. 

Eagle River, WI 54521 

715-891-2690 

holly94@gmail.com 

Cluster 1 IGO Board Liaison 

               

Kristine Carlson, Treasurer (2016-2022) 

304 Lake Street 

Ironwood, MI 49938 

906-932-0476 

kriskaren@sbcglobal.net 

Cluster 3 Headwaters Board Liaison 

 

 

Mary Ellen Perkins, Board member/appointed (2021-22) 

P.O. Box 57 

Mass City, MI 49948 

906-883-3050 or 312-259-7837 

meperkins55@hotmail.com 

Cluster 2 Copper Country Board Liaison 

 

Barb Rice, Reflections editor, non-board position 

725 Hamilton Ave. 

Kingsford, MI 49802 

906-396-3742 

barb.strong.rice@gmail.com 

  

 

 

  

 

2019-2022 BOARD MEMBERS 

mailto:imlizard@yahoo.com
mailto:pam@chouinards.com
mailto:Sfeleppa1969@gmail.com
mailto:Dmholmgren10@gmail.com
mailto:klbreitz@charter.net
mailto:Holly94@gmail.com
mailto:kriskarin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:meperkins55@hotmail.com
mailto:barb.strong.rice@gmail.com
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