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GREETINGS FROM MELZEE JACOBSON, NGLSWO PRESIDENT 

 

Greetings……. 

This will be my last article as your SWO Board President. It has been quite a journey and time of growth for me over the past 9 

years (an extra two because of Covid), serving 2 years as your secretary, one year as your Vice President and 6 years as your     

President. I look towards the future and hope that pandemics pass us by for the next 50-100 years. 

It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve everyone in the organization. Your board has been comprised of women who stepped 

out of their comfort zones and answered the call to serve, and they have done a fantastic job. Prior to the pandemic we had four face

-to-face board meetings that were held on Wednesday from 9:30-3:30, with board members taking turns providing lunch. Due to the 

pandemic, we voted to start meeting through Zoom and were able to schedule a meeting monthly that was convenient for all from 

5:30 to 7:00 pm central time. There may have been a few times we went longer, but I believe there were more that were shorter. 

This past year the board filled two vacant board member seats by appointing Mary Ellen Perkins from St Paul Lutheran in Mass 

City and Sandy Feleppa from St. Ignace. Mary Ellen will be running for a seat on the board this fall.  

For years our Synodical Women’s Group would present a resolution to be sent to Churchwide for consideration at the upcoming 

Triennial. That resolution was asking that more than one person could be on the board from the same congregation. Each time it 

failed.  SURPRISE This year the Executive Board presented an amendment that would allow two individuals from the same       

congregation to serve if one was a board member, and one was an officer. 

Another change was made with the number that could be on the board, it eliminated the requirement to list how many board      

members in our constitution. The board had been talking about how it would be a plus to have a board member from each cluster

(conference) to help with the communication to all congregations. We voted to expand the board to four officers, 8 board members 

and one member-at-large. This is a big goal, but with the help of God anything is possible and if one is going to dream, it does not 

cost anymore to dream big.  Work will continue to attempt to fill this dream, but if we all short others may be appointed by the new 

board to fill the positions until the next election.  So, if someone reaches out to you, before you say no, please pray about it and 

see if God is nudging you.  We will have an election for President, Treasurer, four board members, and a member-at-large that will 

be two-year terms. The election for Vice President, Secretary and four board members will be for a one-year term. We must have 

half the board elected every year.  

I was reading the Daily Grace, which you can receive daily from womenoftheelca.org by going to the website and signing up for it. 
The title was “Getting out of the comfort zone”. It basically talked about how we find our comfort zone and then stay in it because it 

acts like a shell of protection. Yes, stepping out of that comfort zone will increase your feelings of fear and levels of anxiety       

because you are going into the unknown. But there is value in joining people in challenging your world perceptions. Let us all learn 
to STRETCH outside our comfort zones a little at a time. Your zone will return to almost the same state it was before. It is the only 

way to move forward to hear the story that others must share, challenge our privileges and feel comfortable with it, and to take   

action in efforts to lift and encourage all people in their faith journeys. We should move beyond any guilt or shame that we carry 
from the past.  Let us learn how to lift all people and to encourage them in their faith journey, whichever faith that may be. 

We are never too young, too old to share our God given gifts with others.  Someone once asked when can I stop sharing with 

others on behalf of God. The answer is when death comes and your job on this earth is done. 
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“I urge Euodia and Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, 

for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are 

in the book of life.”  -Philippians 4:2-3 

We come from all different kinds of background, and no one can know what one is dealing with daily, therefore we will have times 

when differences occur.  Our point of agreement lies with Christ.  He helps us in taking a middle step with each other.  As a     

community of faith, we have a responsibility to be an active part in healing rifts before they spread. As a society shifts and cultures 

change and evolve, it is imperative that our ministry in reconciliation grows. 

We have done many things over the past six years as a board to include: 
Organizing a list of all the units and their officers or contact people. 
Organizing a digital mailing list for the Reflections newsletter. 
Continue providing hard copies of Reflections for those who wished to have a subscription.  
Had different host groups step up to host some retreats. 
Able to purchase a warming table for fortune lake. 
Raised over $10,000 in one year for Mkuza Girls School, other years we were able to provide other funds. Had a used book 

(for donations) table at the convention and retreat for Mkuza. Sold handmade beaded protestant prayer beads with        
instructions for use as a project to raise monies for Mkuza. 

Had in-gathering projects to include 
Pillowcase dresses – taken to Tanzania by groups making trips. 
Boy shorts - only were able to send a few to Tanzania 
Plastic bag sleeping bags - to a homeless shelter in Vilas County, Wisconsin  

Able to offer items from the Third World Shoppe, Serve, and Taste of Hope with profits being sent to the artisans who made 
the items. 

Able to share our convention and retreat with the President (now past president) of our sister synod in Maryland, Kristen 
McMasters. 

Through our offerings at convention and retreat we were able to share with various organizations. 
We used to have four meetings a year for the board, during the pandemic we began using Zoom to meet monthly.  Our      

quarterly meetings were from 9-3 for a day, while our Zoom meetings were from 5:30 – 7 pm. 
Had display tables at face-to-face Synod Assembly. 
Made sure that everyone attending the Synod Assembly had a copy of the May Reflections newsletter with all the information 

on the annual convention and retreat. 
As your President, I spoke at the Synod Assembly about the organization. 
Resurrected the NGLSWO Facebook group to enhance communication efforts. 
Tom Richter, husband of Sandy Richter (both deceased) made the organization a wooden box to store and transport our     

chalices and patons.  Tom also made a wooden cross which came in two parts for easy transport that is used for our Prayer 
Around the Cross event at the retreat and his wife, Sandy, made the quilted bag that it is carried in.  Tom also made us 
prayer boxes (2), one for God’s Eyes Only and one for prayer requests during a service. 

For two years we repotted plants to share at the convention with participants. 
Gave away Prayer Shawls that were donated by First Lutheran in Iron River when they stopped their Prayer Shawl group at a 

convention/retreat. 
Purchased a sound system and an easel. 
Digitalized pictures from past albums through Shutter Fly and historical papers on a flash drive.  

 
I should have kept a list of all the activities that we did, both on a unit, cluster(conference) and synodical basis.  But oh, how we 
learn from our hindsight. 
 
Our only regret was that we had at least two active units that opted to leave the SWO and close their units.  
In 2022, we planned and are holding the annual convention and retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, September 16-18.         
Currently, we have 22 registered for the convention and 27 registered for the retreat. Even though these numbers are a little lower 
than on other similar events, we are happy that these ladies will be able to spend this time with us.  Who knows with a few more 
phone calls we might add to our numbers. 
 
May God Bless You All and your ministries. 
 
Melzee Jacobson 
SWO President 
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A WORD FROM HOLLY GUERIN, NGLSWO VICE PRESIDENT 

“In the gospel reading- Luke 12:49-56 we heard Jesus say he came to bring fire to the earth, and then he said, 

“How I wish it were already kindled!” What then would be the match to start the fire? Jesus would answer, “I 

have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed.” It might sound odd to 

think of baptism starting the fire of judgment, purifying, and cleansing. Jesus was talking about his crucifixion.  We have an     

expression that hints at Jesus’ meaning: baptism under fire when someone experiences a difficult situation. Jesus’ baptism on the 

cross unleashes the fire of judgment on all the systems of the world, all the entanglements of sin, that dehumanize, devalue, and 

degrade people. In Psalm 82, the so-called gods that allowed wickedness to thrive were sentenced to death. Our baptisms into  

Jesus Christ means daily our sinful natures are sentenced to death. This is done through the forgiveness of sins, and the Holy 

Spirit’s work to raise us up to new life living by the Kingdom of God. The cross burns away the thought that faith only makes 

sense when things are going well without suffering, the grief of any kind, or pain. The cross reveals the false notion of doubters 

that God   abandons us. The cross reveals such love for humanity that God is with us in suffering, the grief of any kind, and pain. 

Since    Pioneer Lake Lutheran church supports the work of Frederick Place, the homeless shelter, some of you may be interested 

in a new book coming out next month: “Grace Can Lead Us Home: A Christian Call to End Homelessness by Kevin Nye. He talks 

about the “pernicious myth” that experiencing homelessness comes because of spiritual and moral failure. He called this the 

“runoff of the prosperity gospel—that is if you are faithful, God will bless you with riches. But then the other side of this is that if 

you are not blessed with material wealth, it must be a sign of God cursing or abandoning you.” Again, the author called such think-

ing pernicious, harmful, and destructive. The author suggests trying to see people experiencing homelessness as if they were Jesus. 

So instead of helping the homeless in an impersonal way, like providing a donation, clothes, or a meal, it must go deeper. So, the 

author calls for a relationship approach: getting to know people with no motivation of superior helping the inferior, but one child of 

God listening and supporting another child of God, seeking mutuality and not superiority.  Jesus said all too often people are good 

at reading the signs in the sky and forecasting the weather. We like to talk about the weather. Jesus warned that it is hypocritical 

not to interpret the crisis of the present time. May the judgment of God’s purifying love cleanse our hearts, so 

we are faithful stewards of the gift of God’s kingdom, God’s rule, to look at people in the way Jesus does.”    

(Rev, John Kusiej, sermon Aug. 14, 2022) 

MUSINGS FROM PAM CHOUINARD, NGLSWO SECRETARY 

Fly Like a Butterfly 

For those of us who live near Stonington, MI we get a chance to witness one of God’s amazing visions!             

Late August or the early days of September more than a thousand monarch butterflies coat the trees at the tip of the      

Stonington Peninsula. The home of the Peninsula Point Lighthouse. This point is well known by bird watchers for 

the great flights of migrants seen at the tip in mid-May. But the best show is done by the monarchs who gather there waiting for 

following north winds to carry them across the stretch of Lake Michigan between Michigan and Door County in Wisconsin. Every 

year, these monarch butterflies - las mariposas - fly more than two thousand miles on fragile wings to return to their winter home 

in Mexico. Check it out on YouTube: Visit Escanaba, monarch butterflies at the Stonington Peninsula. 

This summer my book club, from Rapid River, read the book “The Butterfly’s Daughter” by Mary Alice Monroe. In this story the 

main character Luz Avila makes that same perilous journey south, as she honors a vow to her beloved abuela-the grandmother who 

raised her-to return her ashes to her ancestral village. Luz ends up on the mountain near her abuela’s childhood home to watch the 

monarch return. The best part of this book is the author periodically inserts actual facts about the monarch butterfly. It’s a must 

read. 

Just like butterflies we to make changes. Whether it’s our health, age, changes in address, loss of loved ones, retirement, and many 

more changes.  

What is the biggest change you have made this year? 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation. Behold the old has gone, the new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 
In Christ we can fly like a butterfly! 
Pam Chouinard 
SWO secretary                                                                
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It’s hard to believe this is my last report as the Synodical Women’s Organization Treasurer.  I began my tenure on 
the SWO Board at the 2015 Convention.  A year later I was elected as treasurer, following a brief stint as interim 
treasurer.  This was not something I ever anticipated;  but when God taps you on the shoulder (in the form of then 
SWO President, Fran Voyce and Pastor Mary Beth Kovanen) ….. well ….   I have enjoyed this experience, learned a lot, met many 
wonderful ladies at conventions and retreats and cluster gatherings.  I have been encouraged and supported by the SWO Officers 
and Board Members.  I thank them and all of you for your prayers and encouragement over the years.   It takes a leap of faith (and 
sometimes a “nudge” or a tap on the shoulder) to say yes  to try something new.   

I want to thank all of our Congregational Units and Clusters for their faithful offerings in support of the Northern Great Lakes     
Synodical Women’s Organization and churchwide WELCA.    Thank you again for your generosity throughout the years with your 
Regular (Form A) Offerings, as well as Convention and Retreat offerings.    A portion of your Regular offerings, as well as       
Convention and Retreat offerings, goes to support Churchwide programs, missions, scholarships, training, publications (such as the 
Gather magazine),  and support ELCA projects such as Disaster Relief, World Hunger, etc.    Through various program areas, 
Women of the ELCA’s community of women provide services in their churches, communities, and even the world.  A portion of 
the offerings stay in our Synod for the work of the Synodical Women’s Organization to help support scholarships and other pro-
grams.    Designated cluster offerings support the work of the SWO and aid many agencies helping our neighbors in need.  Your  
support of the Mkuza Girls School in Tanzania has helped to empower and educate young women.   

Please note that any offerings that you wish to be included in this 

fiscal year  MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 31, 2022 

Please review the proposed budget for fiscal year 2-1-23 / 1-31-24,  included in the Convention booklet.    This budget is being  
recommended by our NGLSWO Board and will be voted on at the Convention. 

Again, I thank you all for your support and prayers and encouragement over the years.       

May God Bless You All,              

Kris Carlson, SWO Treasurer 

COMMENTS FROM KRIS CARLSON, NGLSWO TREASURER 

It’s been a difficult summer.  As a school counselor, I look forward to extra time with my children, working on   

projects around the house, and maybe even traveling a bit.  I had such lofty goals this year.  I did get to take my two 

youngest children camping for a week and even travel a small amount, but never in a million years did I think I 

would be a divorcee and single mom at this stage of my life.  It’s not easy.  I have both God and my pastor on speed 

dial.  I don’t know what I’d do without the two of them.  I am reminded that there is a plan for my life and while I may not         

understand it at this moment, I need to trust.  To trust that this is where I’m supposed to be.  

After the divorce a year ago, I dove into as many projects as I could.  I was so excited to join the NGLS Board, join the council at 

my church and even become President.  I was also very exited about joining the extraordinary group of women who make up the 

SWO.  I don’t know these women very well, but they need to know that seeing their smiling faces on Zoom calls and listening to 

their prayers has meant so much to me.   

After such a difficult summer and many hours of reflection and prayer, I have decided to step down from the SWO.  As a school 

counselor, I am just not able to take time off every September for the retreat held at Fortune Lake.  I’m sad as I really did enjoy my 

short time with these wonderful women.  I enjoyed helping get pictures uploaded to Shutterfly which will allow so many others 

access to the wonderful memories of the Northern Great Lakes Synodical Women’s Organization. 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
And lean not on your own understanding; 
In all your ways submit to him, 
And he will make your paths straight. 
Proverbs 3: 5-6 
God bless you all, 
 
Sandy 

OUR HISTORIAN, SANDY FELEPPA, NGLSWO BOARD 
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THOUGHTS FROM DAWN HOLMGREN, NGLSWO BOARD 

As a Board Member of the SWO, 

I have had fun getting to know some amazing women. As we have worked through the Pandemic, shortages of 

church attendance, Cluster’s nonexistence, WELCA group members getting older and not meeting anymore, we 

see that the church is changing and it has another FACE totally. Women are doing bible studies on ZOOM and other groups are 

meeting on ZOOM.  

The SWO  has been praying about the future of the SWO----????? What it might look like in 2023. 

I’ve also been on the Social Justice committee where I have a collection of Books available to read, on different social topics. These 

books will be passed on to the next Social Justice Committee for you to borrow. 

I truly wish the new officer’s and board the best. I’ve enjoyed the Convention and Retreat for a few years. 

God’s Blessings to you all.       

 Sincerely, Dawn Holmgren  

 

 

And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, [Jesus] departed and went out to a desolate place, and  there he 
prayed.    ~Mark 1:35  

 Jesus had an exhausting ministry, traveling from town to town preaching to the crowds and where he was besieged by people           
seeking healing.  When he needed recharging, we see how he withdrew from his followers to a quiet place to pray.   

As disciples, we too need to spend time in retreat, renewing our spiritual energy, and spending quiet time in meditation and prayer.  
We need to converse with our God, and wait for his answers, found in the in the word, or in the urgings of the Holy Spirit on our 
hearts and minds.  

This month, the SWO is sponsoring its annual retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, and it is focusing on a celebration of     
women.  We are going to evaluate our habits of discipleship, and contemplate our personal purpose in life.  But a significant part of 
the retreat will be spent on quiet time and stress relief through massage, meditation and prayer.  

Our retreat, and our lives, should have a balance of alone time and fellowship, of receiving spiritual nourishment and stepping out 
in service to the world.  Make a point of spending alone time with God in prayer, reading and meditation so you can be refreshed 
for your continued work in His Kingdom.  

DISCIPLESHIP WITH MARY ELLEN PERKINS, BOARD MEMBER 
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THOUGHTS FROM KAREN REITZ, BOARD MEMBER 

September always brings me back to my childhood. I think of my mom, my two grandmas and two grandpas, I 

think of all the spiritual guidance that they have given me over the years. The verse that comes to mind is Hebrews 12:1-2 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so 

closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfector of our faith, who 

for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of 

the throne of God.” My childhood witnesses have shown me God’s love, patience and grace.  They have guided me in my        

decisions and shown me ways that I can show God’s love to all those around me. Their nightly prayers, volunteering and faithful 

giving over the decades have been a positive witness for me. 

Today I ask you, who are your spiritual witnesses?  Has it been your parents, grandparents, neighbors or co-workers?  Turning to 
the next group of people I think of my children, their friends and co-workers. How am I witnessing to them God’s love, patience 

and grace?  My husband and I are currently sharing our home, a vehicle and food costs with our children. What a blessing these 

opportunities have been in my life. I look at places that I can serve and invite people to partner with me around our community. 
Please consider how you might be God’s faithful witnesses to those around you this fall.  May God’s provisions, the Holy Spirit’s 

prompting and Jesus’ example be your guide to new and exciting adventures this school year or fall season! 

 

 

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE EDITOR, BARB RICE 

Summer has really flown by!  What busy-ness with a large vegetable garden, general yard upkeep, and LIFE! 

But there was always time to enjoy reading and listening to audio books!  As Fall approaches, maybe you will 

find time to enjoy some fiction or learn from some good non-fiction.  I am going to leave here a list of what I 

have read and listened to and really got a lot out of.  I hope you find it helpful as you pick your next book!  I 

recommend going to goodreads.com for synopsis and reviews. 

Fiction:   The Alice Network by Kate Quinn 

 City of Girls by Elizabeth Gilbert 

 The Sign for Home by Blair Fell  

  The Flavia de Luce series by Alan Bradley (audio book if possible) 

 The Immortalists by Cloe Benjamin 

Non-fiction: Missoula: Rape and the Justice System in a College Town by John Krakauer 

        Sweet Taste of Liberty: A True Story of Slavery and Restitution in America by Cleb McDaniel 

        A Map is Only One Story edited by Nicole Chung 

An added note: you will notice numerous messages of ‘thank you’ throughout this newsletter.  Each and every 

board member has done so much to keep our NGLSynod SWO alive during the trials of the past years.  We are 

so fortunate to have these women representing each of you in their efforts to do God’s work in so many      

different ways! Cannot say ‘thank you’ enough! 

goodreads.com
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Dawn Wicklund 
Executive Board Member 
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
 
Dawn Wicklund was appointed to replace a member that was unable to fulfill her duties in 2019.  She was elected to the Execut ive 
Board of the Women of the ELCA in August 2021 and continues to serve on the constitution review committee. 
 
Dawn served on her Synod Board (Northwest Synod of Wisconsin) for two terms as a conference representative.  After the birth of 
her second daughter, she spent some time with her family before being elected back to the Synod Board as a conference              
representative and secretary.  During her second terms, Dawn became a member of the Anti-Trafficking Taskforce, helping provide 
education and action to help anti-trafficking efforts in Wisconsin, including letter writing campaigns and a rally at the capitol.  She 
is currently the webmaster for her Synodical Women’s Organization website and Facebook page (which has been an adventure).   
 
Dawn has been an active member or Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Superior, serving in many roles over the past 30+ years,   
including various roles in the women’s organization, council secretary, board of mission and outreach, board of trustees and council 
president in 2018.  She has participated as a member of the choir at Our Savior’s and as part of the Superior Lutheran Choir.    
  
Dawn attended college at the University of Wisconsin, Superior, graduating with majors in biology and medical technology and a 

minor in chemistry.  She met her husband, Len in college, and they reside in Superior, Wisconsin.  Their youngest daughter,       

Samantha, is a senior in high school and planning to attend college (location still undecided) for a degree in teaching and literature.  

Their oldest daughter, Lorena is working as a CNA in Madison after graduating from the University of Wisconsin, Madison with a 

degree in Biology and Italian.  She will be attending medical school in the fall. 

Dawn works at a local hospital as a medical technologist, supervising the transfusion service, and Len is retired.  In her free time, 

she enjoys spending time with family, quilting, knitting, crafting and cooking.  She is excited about the new possibilities the shift to 

electronic communication can make for the Women of the ELCA, connecting us in new ways and providing more opportunities for 

our women to grow and serve. 

INTRODUCING DAWN WICKLUND, OUR CWO REPRESENTATIVE 
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NORTHERN GREAT LAKES SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 

Melzee Jacobson, President (2014-2022) 

527 E. Margaret St. 

Ironwood, MI 49938 

906-282-0169 

imlizrd@yahoo.com 

 

Pamela Chouinard, Secretary (2016-2022)  

P.O. Box 137 

Little Lake, MI 49833 

906-280-2918 

pam@chouinards.com 

Cluster 8 Superior Central Board Liaison 

 

 

Sandy Feleppa, Board member/appointed (2021-2022) 

830 Bashore Rd. 

St. Ignace, MI 49781-1304 

906-430-8010 

Sfeleppa1969@gmail.com 

Cluster 7 Three Lakes Board Liaison 

  

Dawn Holmgren, Board member (2019-2022) 

10995 T.65 Road 

Rapid River, MI 49878 

906-280-2615 

dmholmgren10@gmail.com 

Cluster 5 Menominee Board Liaison 

 

Karen Reitz, Board member (2019-2022) 

876 Woodland Dr. 

Rhinelander, WI 54501 

715-362-9610 or 715-437-8007 

klbreitz@charter.net 

Cluster 4 Four Rivers Board Liaison 

Holly Guerin, Vice-President (2018-2022) 

4540 Loggers Run Rd. 

Eagle River, WI 54521 

715-891-2690 

holly94@gmail.com 

Cluster 1 IGO Board Liaison 

               

Kristine Carlson, Treasurer (2016-2022) 

304 Lake Street 

Ironwood, MI 49938 

906-932-0476 

kriskarin@sbcglobal.net 

Cluster 3 Headwaters Board Liaison 

 

 

Mary Ellen Perkins, Board member/appointed (2021-22) 

P.O. Box 57 

Mass City, MI 49948 

906-883-3050 or 312-259-7837 

meperkins55@hotmail.com 

Cluster 2 Copper Country Board Liaison 

 

Barb Rice, Reflections editor, non-board position 

725 Hamilton Ave. 

Kingsford, MI 49802 

906-396-3742 

barb.strong.rice@gmail.com 

  

 

 

  

 

2019-2022 BOARD MEMBERS 
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