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GREETINGS FROM MELZEE JACOBSON, SWO PRESIDENT 

Women of the ELCA was established 37 years ago. Women from the American Lutheran Church and 

Lutheran Church of America came together under the Synodical Women’s Organization in the Regions 

that were established for the newly ELCA Lutheran Church of America. The generations of Women who 

came before us found fellowship with women in their own congregations, in their own clusters or       

conferences, with the synodical women’s organizations in their regions and on a national level with the 

Churchwide organization (CWO) whose headquarters were in Chicago, Illinois. 

At that time many of the women were homemakers and mothers, grandmothers who did not work outside 

the home so their children would come to the meetings and childcare would be available. Women in the 

churches would take care of many activities within their congregations i.e., serving meals for funerals, 

making quilts, teaching Sunday School, sending cards for birthdays, get well and sympathy, helping to 

hold vacation bible school, participating in circles, serving coffee and goodies after service, participating 

in committees, making banners, taking care of making sure the right colors were on the altar. 

At the cluster or conference level,  church units would take turns hosting meetings in the spring and the 

fall. Usually, they would have someone come and do a presentation on a subject, craft, gardening tips, 

etcetera. The clusters or conferences would vary in size according to geographical areas. Some were   

larger than others, some were in larger communities and many in rural areas. Our region has eight      

clusters: 

Cluster 1 Iron (Hurley, WI), Gogebic and Ontonagon  (IGO) 
  Salem Lutheran, Zion Lutheran, St Paul Lutheran and St John Lutheran in 

 Ironwood  First Lutheran (Ewen), Trinity Lutheran (Trout Creek) and Our 
 Savior Lutheran (Paynesville), Sharon Lutheran (Bessemer) and All Saints   
 Lutheran (Wakefield) 

 
Cluster 2 Cooper Country 

Bethany Lutheran (Mohawk), Faith Lutheran (Calumet) First Lutheran    
(Winona), Gloria Dei Lutheran (Hancock), Good Shepherd Lutheran 

 (Houghton) Grace Lutheran (South  Range), Holy Cross Lutheran (Baraga), 
 Holy Trinity Lutheran (Chassell), Mission United Lutheran (Pelkie), 

Our Savior Lutheran (Atlantic Mine), Shepherd of the Sea Chapel (Copper 
 Harbor, May-Oct) Siloa Lutheran (Ontonagon), St Paul Lutheran (Mass City), 
 United Lutheran (L’Anse, MI) 

Cluster 3 Headwaters 
Ascension Lutheran, Calvary Lutheran (Minocqua, WI), Faith Lutheran (Three 
Lakes, WI), Immanuel Lutheran, Trinity Lutheran (Rhinelander, WI), Pioneer 
Lake Lutheran (Conover, WI), Prince of Peace Lutheran (Eagle River, WI)  

Cluster 4 Four Rivers 
Bethany Lutheran (Amasa), Bethany Lutheran (Norway), Bethlehem Lutheran 
(Florence, WI), Calvary Lutheran (Quinnesec), First Lutheran, Trinity Luther-
an (Iron River), United Lutheran (Crystal Falls), Grace Lutheran (Pembine) 
 
     (continued) 
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Cluster 5 Menominee 
Gethsemane Lutheran (Wallace), Good Shepherd (Peshtigo), Our Savior’s Lutheran, Zion Lutheran 
(Marinette, WI), Porterfield Lutheran (Porterfield, WI), St Stephens Lutheran (Stephenson), Beaver 
American Lutheran (Pound, WI), Emmanuel Lutheran, Bethel Lutheran (Menominee, MI) 

Cluster 6 Tri-County 
Bethany Lutheran, Christ the King, Immanuel Lutheran (Escanaba), Bethany Lutheran (Perkins), 
First Lutheran (Gladstone), Calvary Lutheran (Rapid River), Faith Lutheran (Rock), First Lutheran 
(Trenary), Trinity Lutheran (Stonington), Zion Lutheran (Manistique). 

Cluster 7 Three Lakes 
Bethel Lutheran (Cedarville), Faith Lutheran(Sault Ste Marie), First Lutheran (Grand Marais), Our 
Redeemer Lutheran (Newberry, MI), St James Lutheran (Rudyard), Trinity Lutheran (Brevort), 
Zion Lutheran (St Ignace), Zion Lutheran (Allenville). 
 

Cluster 8 Superior 
Bethany Lutheran, Bethel Lutheran, Faith Lutheran, Trinity Lutheran (Ishpeming), Bethany Luther-
an, Immanuel Lutheran (Negaunee), Bethany Lutheran (Republic), Community Lutheran (Suomi/
Palmer Campus), Eden Lutheran (Munising), Emmanuel Lutheran (Skandia) Grace Lutheran 
(Gwinn), Messiah Lutheran, Prince of Peace  (Marquette) 
 

On the synodical level, there is an annual convention with elections of officers and board members that would represent the 
units on a regional level. Ours has always been known as the Northern Great Lakes Synodical Women’ s Organization. We 
hold the convention on the third weekend of September at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp east of Crystal Falls, MI. The conven-
tion has traditionally been on Friday, with a retreat to follow on Friday evening through Sunday morning. The Synodical Board 
publishes a newsletter four times a year. It is free if received digitally and currently is $5.00 a year if mailed via snail mail. 
(That price is scheduled to increase to $8.00 a year in January 2025). There is a subscription page in this newsletter, you can 
still use it in December at the $5.00 price. You can sign up for the synod publications of their newsletter and E-notes to be sent 
digitally. The webpage for the Synod is nglsynod.org. We also have a Facebook group that you can request to join which is 

called NGLSWO . 
 
On a churchwide level CWO has a webpage womenoftheelca.org where you can obtain information about the resources avail-
able. You can sign up for Daily Devotions, Bold Café, etcetera. Churchwide Women of the ELCA also host a national conven-
tion every three years. The next one is scheduled for 2026 to be held in Des Moines, Iowa. I was able to attend the one that was 
held in Minneapolis, MN a few years back and the gathering that follows the convention had 3000+ attendees. At our Synodi-
cal Convention in 2025 we will be electing two members from our Synod (which is Region 5G) to attend. Each unit in our 
synod is asked to send  a name. By the CWO constitution, we are requested to seek a woman of color, or one who speaks  a 
second language along with English and one member 35 years or younger. If we do not have a nominee that fits these catego-
ries, then we attempt to elect a first-time attendee and one more member. The 2026 convention will be held on Zoom. The 
gathering that follows the convention will be held in Des Moines. More information will be forthcoming in a future newsletter. 
 
Now comes the task that is before us which is to seek younger members and become a more active synod. As many of our 
members have become elderly, many of our units have become inactive. The basis of the women of the ELCA is that all wom-
en who are members of the ELCA churches in our synod are eligible to be active. I am asking that all women in our units, 
whether active or inactive, lift us up in prayer, help us to contact with the younger generations (20,30,40,50,60) and talk to 
them about what the units offered to you. We are open to new ideas, many of us would rather meet in the day because driving 
at night becomes a little more difficult as we age. There are some of us that still drive at night, and we can form carpools for 
those who don’t like driving at night. This would offer a time for those who work to be able to meet. We could have activities 
such as book clubs, bible studies. We are even looking into the possibility of having our conventions on a Saturday in a local 
church rather than on a Friday when someone who works would have to take a vacation or personal day from work. 
 
One thing that is constant in our lives and for all of us is CHANGE. I know that is a nasty word but if you think about it, we 
encounter changes in our lives every day. Some days it may be small and other days may contain so many changes but some-
how we manage to handle them.  So, if you have ideas, if your church has different activities that you can share, please let me 
know. You can find my contact information in the directory that is in this newsletter. 
 
Help us to move into the future and to contact those women who may not be involved in the church right now. Help us to show 
them what is available. Maybe all it will take is to ask them. It could be that asking could help our church families to grow, we 
just need to ask Jesus to help us share the stories, the gospel and his love, to let them know that all are loved and valuable. 
 
God Loves You and So Do I,            Melzee Jacobson 
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    A WORD FROM SARAH SLEETER, NGLSWO VICE PRESIDENT & HISTORIAN 

One year, during the season of Advent, a dear friend of our family was in the hospital 
due to her battle with cancer. She was kept as comfortable as possible in the hospital 
room, but was not expected to recover. She passed away in 2008, after a few weeks in 
this treatment. While she was there, my children and I included a visit to her with our 
Wednesday Advent worship service. We would go to her room and sit with her.     
Sometimes she would sleep through our visit, but other times, we would talk or read her 
mail for her. These visits added a completely unexpected meaning and depth to Advent 
for me. 

As I sat with Joanne, unable to change the fact that cancer was going to take her from 
this world, I learned a valuable lesson. Part of the reason I went was obligation. My 
mom, whose dear friend she was, had been in California at the time and was unable to 
visit her in person. I felt I owed it to my mom to go in her place. I also felt I owed it to 
Joanne for  all the kindness she showed me over the years. 

While we spent time with her in her last few weeks, however, I found a greater blessing 
than I could have ever imagined. Joanne was peaceful, kind, and loving. Even in her 
hospital bed, she showered me and my children with love, care and advice for our      
future. She was prepared for her life to come to its end and had faith enough to antici-
pate her eternal life beginning.   

After each visit, the kids and I would attend the Advent worship service. The service 
was the Holden Evening Prayer service which is a beautiful way to meditate on the    
anticipation of the birth of Christ and the death of my dear friend. I have participated in 
the Holden Evening Prayer service many times before and after that year, but during 
those services all I could do was cry. I brought tissues and I cried, but the next week 
when I went back to visit with Joanne we shared our faith. I learned about her           
confidence that Jesus Christ was born and lives now, so that death has no power over us 
and her death was only the beginning of her heavenly life.   

It was a time to remember the love of God, given for Joanne, for me, and for you, by 
anticipating the celebration of the birth of Jesus at Christmas time. It was also a time 
when I could feel God, in Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, wrapping his arms around        
Joanne to shepherd her into life after death. God was with us as we loved, shared, cried, 
mourned and hoped for the promise of God. I think of my friend Joanne whenever I hear 
the Holden Evening Prayer, but I don't cry anymore. I smile with the confidence that I 
will see her again in the glorious kingdom of God. 
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A WORD FROM CAROL ONTTO,, NGLSWO SECRETARY 

1 Thessalonians 5:11   Therefore encourage on another and build each other 
up. . . .NIV 

This is a hard article for me to write. I am trying not to be too political or to 
hurt anyone's feelings. But I am greatly grieving the results of November 5th. I 
have found that most of my church friends are not comfortable talking about 
the world as it is now. 

I have been blessed with my “bestie” from childhood who was more than     
eager to talk about the events when I saw her last weekend. The conversation 
went back and forth, up and down, but we finally started to ask each other 
“why have we not had a woman elected President yet?”  

My friend hit the nail on the head:”we are our own worst enemies”.   

I am in my 60's, and hopefully will be retiring soon. I am old enough to       
remember when women in  what we know as the ELCA could not be          
ordained. A male pastor I know told me that the greatest obstacle against the 
ordination of women was women. Women, a majority of us, did not want our 
sisters in Christ ordained!  

Do we lift each other up? Do we encourage one another or do we tear each 
other down? If we are not trying to make this world a better place for our 
daughters, sisters, mothers, aunts, friends, etc., then we are our own worst      
enemy. We need to build up and encourage one another. Something as simple 
as joining a committee or running for a church or political office. 

It's not just the media and politicians that are tearing us apart, I see it in the         
workplace, churches and social media every day. I do not have answers, but I 
do have ears to listen. I wear a sweatshirt that says “be kind human” and was 
asked if I am trying to tell people something. No. I wear it as a reminder to 
myself. 
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WELCOME BACK TO SUE HILL,  CLUSTER  1  LIAISON 

I am Sue Hill. I am a member of Sharon ELCA in Bessemer and I am 
happy to help. My "job" will be the helper (Board member liaison) for 

Cluster 1. I'm looking forward to meeting the members and keeping you 
all updated. I will (hopefully) write on a regular basis.  

A WORD FROM DIANE GENDRON,,  CLUSTER  4  LIAISON 

Advent 

Advent takes place on the four Sundays that lead up to Christmas Day. The word 

advent means arrival with the anticipating of the arrival of Jesus of  Nazareth, the 

long-awaited Messiah and the King. It is a time to reflect on the unexpected     

nature of Jesus’ humble birth and join in the anticipation of when he will come 

again to reunite Heaven and Earth once and for all. 

Advent is a shared experience of meditation and prayer that celebrate the     arrival 

of Jesus. People reflect on the concepts of hope, peace, love, and joy, one for each 

week leading up to Christmas by lighting advent candles, prepare unique wreaths, 

hold special church services or read specific scriptures each day to reflect on the 

arrival of Jesus on Earth. The scriptures we read from the Bible are Amos 9, 11-

13, Isaiah 9:6-7, Luke 1:26-2:20. Also, Revelations 21:1-5 (2nd Advent).   

The candles on an Advent wreath represent the Christian virtues of hope, peace, joy, and love.                  

The First Candle:  The purple* Prophecy Candle represents hope and the anticipation of Christ’s coming. It 

also recalls the hope that the Messiah brings to the world. It symbolizes royalty, repentance, and fasting.                                                                                                                                          

The Second Candle:  The purple* Bethlehem Candle represents peace and preparation. It reflects the      

journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem and the peace that Christ’s birth brings.                                            

The Third Candle: The pink Shepherd’s Candle represents joy at the birth of Christ and the joy of             

anticipating His return. It’s lit on Gaudete Sunday, which is the midpoint of Advent and a time of rejoicing.                                            

The Fourth Candle: The purple* candle represents love and symbolizes the boundless love of God.                                                                                                                                                  

The Fifth Candle:  The Christ Candle stands in the center of the Advent wreath and represents light and   

purity. It is lit on Christmas Day and is white to represent pure light and victory. 

The Advent wreath is a circle of evergreen branches with the 

candles inserted into it. The tradition of    lighting candles 

around wreaths in winter may have originated with            

pre-Christian Germanic peoples. It   likely evolved into the 

Christian Advent wreath during the Middle Ages. 

Source: https://www.crosswalk.com  

*sometimes candles are blue instead of purple.                                       

https://www.crosswalk.com/
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A WORD FROM CONNIE SCHMIDT,  CLUSTER 6  LIAISON 

May God the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of your 

faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow by the power of the Holy 

Spirit  Romans 15:13 

Your presence is enough. I’m believing this more and more the older I get! I 

was blessed with very faithful godparents (also my uncle and aunt). I so needed 

them both. My aunt talked to me about Jesus from the day I was born. My     

uncle’s actions spoke louder than words. He was my greatest Christian witness! 

He was always helping others in some way. He had a pleasant personality, a  

silent sweet smile, loved the outdoors, and, having been a prisoner of war, never 

let food go to waste in any matter. They were always right there for me. 

I love to read the WORDS of God at home, but especially on a Sunday morning. 

I feel God’s presence. It inspires me and the listeners contemplating as they   

meditate on them. Going out to serve communion to a nursing home or shut-in 

member, I feel God’s presence with the serving of this holy meal with them. 

The Holy Spirit is at work within each of us. Daily devotions are so helpful to 

feel the stirring of the Holy Spirit. Through prayer following that, concern for 

others deepens our faith journey. 

Blessings to each of you in the months ahead.  HOPE is truly alive through the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

A WORD FROM MICHELLE JOHNSON,  CLUSTER 8  LIAISON 

What Does Advent Mean to You? 

Do you look at Advent as a time of preparation and anticipation for Jesus, or are you 

thinking of the various items that must get done during this busy holiday season? Is 

your focus on your favorite Christmas movies or on the perfect gift for everyone on 

your list? Maybe it is getting all of your house decorated for the holiday and comple-

tion of the cookies needed. 

Instead we need to focus on the meaning of Advent which means ‘arrival’ or ‘coming.’ 

We need to take this time to prepare our hearts for Christmas by focusing on the 

themes of hope, peace, love, and joy. We are looking at his arrival as a twofold pur-

pose: A time to commemorate Jesus first coming and to prepare for his anticipated sec-

ond  coming. 

The day Jesus was born was the initiation of God’s plan to save the world from sin. 

And when Jesus comes back again someday, he will defeat sin, death, and Satan once 

and for all. 

Let us take this time that Advent provides, a space to reflect on the spiritual              

significance of Christmas. 

May you all have a blessed holiday season. 
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INTRODUCING LYNNETTE BROXSON,  BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE 

My name is Lynnette Michele Broxson. I was born on September 11, 1973. I 

grew up in Roseville,  Michigan and graduated from Roseville High School in 

1992. After graduation, I enlisted in the United States Air Force.  I served from 

July 1992-July 1996 where I was Security Police.  I was stationed at KI Saw-

yer from December 1992 and left for Incirlik Air Base in Turkey until I sepa-

rated in 1996. I am a mother to two grown sons. I raised my boys in Arizona, 

Florida, and North Carolina. I moved us back to Michigan in 2015. I finally 

moved back to KI Sawyer in 2022 and became a member of Grace Luther-

an Church. I have a husky named Lulu and a cat named Winnie.  I became a 

child of God when I was baptized in 1990 and had my confirmation in 1991. 

My mother and I did both of them together.  

Gale as song leader at the 2007 Women’s 

Retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp. 

Gale served as organist at 

Zion Lutheran in Ironwood. 

Music ministry is Gale’s passion! 

Gale Hellier Moves to Montana 

On Sunday, November 24, 2024, Zion Lutheran Church in Ironwood honored Gale Hellier for her 47 

years of service to the church. Zion Lutheran and Salem Lutheran are a two-point parish and Gale 

helped in both churches. A blessing was said over Gale at the service and a luncheon was served after 

worship. Gale was also very active in the Northern Great Lakes Synodical Women’s Organization. She 

never said no to being a musician for either the annual convention and/or the annual retreat. If anyone 

would like to send her a note, please send it to her newest mailing address which is 2000 Green Briar 

Rd, Billings MT  59105. Gail will be living with her son and his family for the present time. The Wom-

en’s organization gives a big THANK YOU for all that Gale has done over the years with unit, cluster 

and synodical activities . 



 8 

NORTHERN GREAT LAKES SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
2024-2025 BOARD  Revised 11.17.24 (mlj) 

 
OFFICERS 

 
Melzee Jacobson, President (2024-2026)   Carol Ontto, Secretary (2023-2026) 
527 E Margaret St     201 Cherry Creek Rd #104 
Ironwood, MI  49938     Marquette, MI 49855    
906-282-0169      906.458.1490    
imlizrd@yahoo.com     contto1977@gmail.com 
  
Sarah Sleeter, Vice President (2023-2025)   Barbara Marden. Treasurer (2.1.2024-01.31.2026) 
622 6th St      4515 Lake Anna Road 
Iron Mountain, MI 49801     Florence, WI 54121 
906.282.0274      847.970.0941 
sleeters.srs@gmail.com     barbmar58@sbcglobal.net 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Cluster 1 Board Liaison     Cluster 6 Board Liaison 
Sue Hill (2024-2026)     Connie Schmidt (2022-2025)  
609 N Chicago Mine Rd     209 S 12th Street 
Wakefield, MI 49968     Escanaba, MI 49829 
906.364.4584      906.280.9005 
sueh146@yahoo.com     retiredcurves@hotmail.com 

Cluster 2 Board Liaison (2024-2026) VACANT  Cluster 7 Board Liaison (2024-2025) VACANT 

Cluster 3 Board Liaison (2024-2025) VACANT  Cluster 8 Board Liaison  
       Michelle Johnson, (2024-2025)  
       960 Highland Drive 
Cluster 4 Board Liaison     Marquette, MI 49855 
Diane Gendron (2022-2026)    906.360.8226 
1956 Ledge Street                                                                               mijohnso@nmu.edu                                                                                                  
Niagara, WI 54151                                                                                                                                                                                      
906.282.9247                                                                                                                                                                     
dgendron52@gmail.com        

                                                                                                                 Board Member At Large  
Cluster 5 Board Liaison (2024-2025) VACANT                   Lynnette Broxson (2024-2025) 
         113 Destroyer St  
Cluster 5 Board Liaison (2024-2025) VACANT    Gwinn, MI 49841 
         989.335.5259 
                                                                                                                 lynnettekane73@gmail.com 

NON-ELECTED REFLECTIONS NEWSLETTER EDTOR 

Barb Rice                                                                       

725 Hamilton Ave                                                    

Kingsford, MI 49802                                  

906.396.3742  

barb.strong.rice@gmail.com 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE (2024) 

Joan Jouppi: joanjouppi@yahoo.com 906.774.7385 

Mary Ellen Perkins: meperkins55@hotmail.com  906.883.30530/708.765.9629 

Mary Lou Stefanski: oulyarm@gmail.com 906.346.4007/906.361.3176  

mailto:imlizrd@yahoo.com
mailto:contto1977@gmail.com
mailto:sleeters.srs@gmail.com
mailto:barbmar58@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sueh146@yahoo.com
mailto:retiredcurves@hotmail.com
mailto:mijohnso@nmu.edu
mailto:dgendron52@gmail.com
mailto:lynnettekane73@gmail.com
mailto:barb.strong.rice@gmail.com
mailto:barb.strong.rice@gmail.com
mailto:joanjouppi@yahoo.com
mailto:meperkins55@hotmail.com
mailto:oulyarm@gmail.com
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Subscriber’s Name 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (Home) _____________________ (Cell) ___________________  

(Work)   ______________  

Church Affiliation:___________________________________________________                   

E-Mail:                        __________________________________     

Are you a unit officer for your Congregation? Yes____  No_____ 

       If yes, what position: ___________________ 

Number of years you would like to subscribe: 

 ____1 year ($5)*    ____ 2 yrs $10*   _____3 yrs ($15)*  _____4 yrs ($20)* 

 Gift subscriptions are welcome!  Gift is from      ______________________________ 

Make check payable to: NGL/SWO-Reflections: 

Mail to: Barb Marden, SWO Treasurer, 4515 Lake Anna Rd., Florence, WI, 54121 

  If you would like to receive a digital copy you may send your name and e-mail to 

Melzee Jacobson , imlizrd@yahoo.com 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE:  

CHECK #            CASH____________                            

DATE RECEIVED ______________________  DATE EXPIRES___________________        

*yearly rate will change to $8.00 on 1/1/25. Multiple year rates will be calculated accordingly. 

         Reflections Newsletter Subscription Form  

                                                     (Hard copy by postal delivery) 

                      One year (3-4 issues) $5.00* 
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