


Introduction

We have all heard the remark, “Young people don’t come to church anymore.”
We have all heard the gentler questions, “Where are the kids?”

And, if you are looking into this resource, you might have even asked the question,
“How do we get more young people into our congregation?”

This resource book offers no solutions or magic pills, but serves as a reminder aboutwhat church
has always been about: making space for all of God’s people through invitation and

community. Young people in our congregations do not need gimmicks or flashy

attractions. They need us to uplift them, teach them, and give them tools to have a

relationship with a God who loves them beyond measure. We, as congregations, have

been called to this essential work. We have been called to be trustworthy and reliable

teachers, caregivers, and community in the lives of young people.

We hope these resources give you ideas and grow your imagination forwhat invitation
into church community looks like at all ages. This list is not exhaustive. It also may have
ideas that don’twork in your setting. We pray this resource might inspire you anyway
and reveal the ways God has equipped your context with the gifts to care forall people,
including ouryoungest.

Finally, we pray foryou. You have taken the time to look through this resource bookletin
hopes of cultivating a community where young people thrive, feel safe, and know their
belovedness. Whetheryou are a parent, youth leader, pastor, or member of the
congregation looking to fostera new sense of invitation, this resource was prepared with
you in mind. You have our gratitude and our prayers. No one does this work alone.

Peace,
Pastor Lily Brondyke and Charlotte Strom
On behalf of the NGLS Youth Ministry Team



Helpful Hints for

Youth Ministryin
Any Context

Pray
Everything we do must be grounded in prayer and relationship with God. Here are some
prompts to get your prayers going:
e Pray for each child/youth. Pray that you will see them as God sees them and that they
will fill your heart with love for them.
» Pray for their parents, that they will love and be an example for their children, especially
in faith-related things.
e Pray for your pastor, leaders, and volunteers. Pray for wisdom for them, for love for the
children/youth. Pray for their families, that they won’t suffer.
e Ask God to give you insight into what the ministry needs, where it's at, and what the
biggestissues are. Pray thatyour ears and your heartwill be open to all signals.
 Pray foryourself; for strength and wisdom to lead and serve well.

Have a Goal
Why are you doing this? Is your goal able to be measured? Does your goal have
impact?

Itis tempting to view numbers as markers of success but a different metric could be
more effective to gauge the success of youth ministry in your setting. How connected do
youryoung people feel to your community? Can the little ones in your congregation tell
you their favorite Bible story? Do adults feel connected to the kids in your setting?

Do a FewThings Really Well

It might be tempting to try and keep up with the youth schedules of larger settings.

Focus on whatworks well foryou in your setting. Doing a handful of events well or
providing a few well thought out opportunities will have a more lasting impact than a busy
schedule.

Communicate

Use newsletters, social media, group texts, and reminders to keep people informed about
whatis happening. Folks are inundated with information and schedules. Give families

an opportunity to make plans to include events in their calendar.



Helpful Hints for

Youth Ministryin '
Any Context

Write It Down

Keep track of whatworked and what did not work. Sustainable ministry endeavors can
be passed down and improved upon by others. Take time after each event or class to
record how things worked.

Be Patient and Trust in what God is Doing

Relationships and communities take a long time to build. This work takes patience and
resilience. God is atwork loving us and transforming our hearts to do God’s will. Take
heart, have faith, and use the network of people around you. Together as the Church, we
have been called and equipped to care for the young people in our congregations. The
good news is that God is already doing this work.

Thanks be to God thatwe get to join in this life changing ministry!
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Helpiul Resources

wwwi.illustratedministry.com

www.sundaysandseasons.com (be sure to look under the Children’s bulletin tab)
www.dskidsermons.com

www.augsburgfortress.com (under books for Children)
https://www.ministrylinks.online/

https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/

https://faithink.com/the-faith5-steps FAITH5™: The Five Steps — Faith Inkubators
www.GodlyPlayFoundation.org Godly Play

https://theconfirmationproject.com/ The Confirmation Project


http://www.godlyplayfoundation.org/

