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1 In prayer we give thanks for the new year. With patience and perseverance, we move 
boldly into the coming days, weeks, and months. May our faith guide us through times of 
struggle, and our prayers keep us focused on what we can do to support each other.      

2 Pray for those who make new year’s resolutions. We all know they are easy to make and 
hard to achieve. Give us patience in taking small steps toward reaching our goals. Remind 
us we can always start over and adjust along the way.  

3 Pray for those who walk on unfamiliar ground. For those who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one, changes in their living arrangements and for those who are without a job. We 
know God steadies us in times of trial. May his presence be our guide.  

4 Pray no one is without shelter during these coldest months. May doors and hearts be 
open to those seeking warmth and the comfort of food and a safe place to rest. 

5 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Greg Mileski (1/5), Doug Johnson 
(1/13), David Jensen (1/16), and Elisabeth Daniels (1/16), 

6 On this Epiphany we give thanks. From heaven to earth a baby came and with him hope. 
May we know Christ as our one true Savior. Let the light from that blessed star follow us 
all the days of our life.  

7 Pray for hope in the world. It is an elusive dream for many and a word countless others 
dare not speak. For those of us who search desperately for hope, let us cup it with both 
hands and hold it close to our hearts.  

8 Pray that when we are called to do the right thing, which is often also the most difficult, 
we find the courage to testify in the name of God.    

9 Pray that we can find the center of our faith when we are wavering. Life is chaotic and 
pulls us in confusing directions. Bring us back to the core of our beliefs, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, and Savior.  

10 Pray that when life meets us head on and we find ourselves in a time and place that may 
be overwhelming, we stop for just a beat and keep things in perspective.  

11 Pray for those whose faith is dying. Resurrect in them a renewed faith and present them 
with opportunities to grow in service to God and God’s commandments.  

12 Pray for those who are hopelessly stuck. Despite their best efforts they are unable to move 
forward and feel trapped in their current circumstances. Awaken their spirit and startle 
them with countless possibilities when they trust in Jesus. 

13 Pray that it is trust in God that brings us peace, not the material excess in our lives. 

14 Pray for the Synod Assembly planning committee. May their hearts and minds be open to 
new ideas, shared visions, and a collaborative spirit.  

15 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: Elisabeth 
Daniels (1/15), Margaret Johnson (1/17), Jesse Brown (1/22) and Nicole Hanson-Lynn 
(1/25). We pray also for the Finance Committee as they focus on stewardship and the 
common good.  
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16 Pray for the Synod Council as they meet today through the 17th. Be with them as they 
navigate the needs of our congregations. Through their combined efforts, may viable 
solutions to our challenges be identified.  

17 Pray for all those who are considering the call to serve as officers, council members, and 
in other elected offices of our congregations, parishes, synod, and churchwide ministries. 
Allow them to grow closer as a group and nurture the bonds of their faith community. 

18 Pray for those who suffer from depression and seasonal affective disorder. Remind them 
God is present when we fall and through his love helps us to find the strength to get back 
up and move forward in faith.    

19 On this Martin Luther King Jr.’s day, pray for our nation and our world that divisions 
based on race, culture, and faith that still exist among us may be overcome, not by power 
and violence, but by love for all of God’s children. 

20 Pray for Tabata Shule Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and our NGLS partner 
church, Trinity Lutheran Church in Ishpeming. 

21 Pray that God comes to us when we are ungrateful; When our love is self-serving, when 
we squander our freedom and when we put our needs before others.   

22 Pray we find focus for the priorities in our life. As we lean toward distractions, bring us 
back on course and keep us steadfast in our commitments to each other.   

23  Pray for families in conflict. When our beliefs are opposed, when jealousy is exposed and 
when our selfishness keeps us from celebrating good news, restore harmony, patience 
and understanding.   

24 Pray for pastors celebrating birthdays this month: Margaret Johnson (1/24), Soren 
Schmidt (1/27), Fran Strong (1/30), and Renee MacLeod (1/30) 

25 Pray for all faith journeys. For those whose every disappointment is an unanswered 
prayer, give them hope for a bright tomorrow. Replace their impatience with praise and 
perseverance.  

26 Pray that when we are called to be people of God that we gladly answer that call.  

27 Pray that when we are having the worst day of our lives, we respond with courage, 
dignity, and grace.  We don’t need to minimize our pain. We can pray for God’s presence, 
and God will hear our call.  

28 Pray that when we feel far from God, we find comfort in knowing heaven has been leaning 
toward us all along.  

29 Pray we live our lives knowing the Kingdom of God awaits not those who take, but those 
who trust.  

30 Pray for all those whose work requires travel including bus drivers, truck drivers, delivery 
drivers, and others who spend hours on the road. Grant them patience as they navigate 
winter driving conditions.   

31 Pray when others shut their community out, we may become a window through which 
God’s love shines.  

 

 


