
  

                                                                           From the Bishop 
 

                                                                                                                 “WELCOME, WORSHIP, WITNESS” 

Nearly 300 people from 82 ELCA congregations gathered in Marquette 

on Sunday and Monday, May 18 & 19, to celebrate life in Christ and    

in this synod.  With the theme of “Welcome, Worship, Witness,”   we 

worshiped God and enjoyed the conversation and company of our sisters 

and brothers from across Northeastern Wisconsin and the Upper Penin-

sula of Michigan. 

 

Together as the Northern Great Lakes Synod  in God’s Church we: 

 

+Enjoyed two days wrapped around the introduction of the synod’s 

theme for the next three years, “Welcome, Worship, Witness.”  Pastor 

Doug Norquist (Community, Palmer-Suomi) has written a hymn that 

expresses our hope and celebrates our welcoming God. 

 

 

+Recognized pastors in our  Synod who have achieved 

years of service.  We heard from Pastor Ingmar Levin (60 

years of ordained ministry),  Pastor Robert Sutherland (55 

years) and Pastor Rell Spickerman (50 years). We also con-

gratulated Pastor Gene Wickman, Pastor Dave Christenson 

and Pastor Norm Peterson on their retirement from ordained 

service. At the banquet with 25 years of ordained ministry: 

Pastor Bucky Beach (Good Shepherd, Houghton), Pastor El-

eanor Russey (Retired), Pastor LaVonne Stephenson (On 

leave), Pastor  Steven Solberg (Immanuel, Negaunee) and 

Pastor Stephen Gauger (Calvary,  Rapid River) were also  cel-

ebrated.                    
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+Worshiped with a festival Euchar ist at Messiah 

Church.  A Latino liturgy, hymns from many traditions, a 

brass choir and an assembly vocal choir 

added to a wonderful morning service of 

praise. 

 

+Elected unanimously Dr . Lar-

ry Pagel as Synod Treasurer.  

Larry begins his second term as 

our Synod’s chief financial of-

ficer. 

 

+Received a wor ld hunger  offer ing of $18,500 and an offer ing for  the synod’s par-

ticipation in the Detroit 2015 Youth Gathering as well as the Mkuza Girls School in Dar 

es Salaam, Tanzania of $3,640. 

 

+Heard greetings from our  Churchwide Representative Pastor  Michael Sta-

die, Director of  Lutheran Disaster Response and Domestic Disaster Response.  In 

his greetings from Presiding Bishop Eaton, Pastor Stadie reminded us that we are 

“Church Together.” 

 

+Affirmed the work of theological education in a 

resolution that reminded all of us of our synod’s strong in-

terest in training pastors as well as encouraging the 

ELCA to keep our synods informed on the changes 

happening in the delivery of this education. 

 

+Recognized our  Synod Council and elected 

and re-elected members for the next three years 

including: Brian Tarro (Salem, Ironwood),    

Pastor Bonny Kinnunen (First and Trinity, Iron 

River), Judy Peterson (Bethel, Menominee), 

Rosemary McPherson (Bethel, Cedarville) and 

Pastor Douglas Norquist (Community, Palmer-

Suomi) 
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+Participated in Sunday afternoon workshops 

where leaders from this Synod shared their in-

sights about ministry here. 

+Adopted budgets for  the years 2014-2015.  

Our Treasurer thanked the Assembly for the gen-

erosity of our people and encouraged strong giv-

ing to make a difference in our Synod area and 

around the world. 

+Had a great time of conversation, food and 

fellowship.  Thanks be to God! 

REASONS FOR HOPE 
From the Bishop’s Sermon at the Synod Assembly 

“Some time ago I was watching a cable news station 

and the TV anchor himself was listing everything he 

found wrong with, quote, “religious people.”  He said 

religious Americans are “narrow, bigoted, self-

righteous, anti-scientific, irrational, misogynist, racist, 

un-welcoming, irrelevant and a little weird.”  That list 

certainly caught my attention. I think I wrote down   

all the negative adjectives he used.  My defensive, 

institutional, church guy self had an answer for each 

one of those descriptors, but instead, I just listened to 

him, and realized that is how many people think of the 

church.  He then made the point that religion is in  

decline especially among the young and the smart.  

And he is right! Sitting at lunch one day recently with 

one of our pastors, I could see in his face, in his      

expression, a sense of weariness - a feeling that what 

we are doing as Church is just not working.  So often 

it seems everything we do as a Church seems to be 

like pushing on a string. 
 

Jesus sits in a Pharisee’s house.  He eats with religious 

leaders and a woman in great need comes to him.  She 

is obviously struggling with life! She is in tears and 

desperate.  Her life has collapsed and she sees Jesus as 

a last chance to live. Others wanted her gone from that 

house - “get out of here,” they almost say. We know 

what kind of a woman this is - Jesus knows her, and 

Jesus knows what she needs that day.  She needs a 

touch of love, of forgiveness.  She needs Jesus to save 

her.  And Jesus saves her. Think of it,  Jesus saves her! 
 

This is why we welcome others into the Church.  This 

ministry, this Gospel is a matter of life and death.  We 
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- every one of us here - we are that woman who needs to 

have our sins forgiven!  We are that woman who is in 

great need!  We are that person, that sinner, and we have 

in our own way gone astray.  We have blown it!  I am 

that sinner, that person who pleads at the feet of Jesus - 

and I pray that I might, like her, be that woman, that 

man who rises in faith. We have been forgiven. We have 

first been welcomed by God! We are the ones who come 

to our Lord Jesus with our own sins and pains.  And 

from his hand we are healed. There is a holiness about 

this welcome of Jesus. You have seen it - in your life, in 

the lives of others.  Holy Welcome - Holy Freedom - 

Holy Forgiveness.” 

WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT   

ASSEMBLY—AND          

SOME THOUGHTS. 
 

Almost 75 persons evaluated our synod assembly.  The 

evaluations were very positive. A complete report will 

soon be made available to the synod council.  Here are a 

few of your comments and my response: 

 

“Wonderful worship.  What a great experience.” 

Thank you.  The Synod Worship Committee works very 

hard to provide meaningful time to praise God. The 

Preacher appreciates your comments. 

 

“Workshops were awesome.” Usually a two day-one 

night Assembly does not allow any time for workshops.  

This year we started them in the first afternoon, knowing 

people always like them, yet also knowing some with 

longer drives could not attend. A three day Assembly 

(next year) will allow for more workshops for all to   

attend. 

 

“More shopping needed.  Third World Shop etc.”  

We wish we could provide more opportunities but 

“Third World Shop” was not available this year and oth-

er venders could not attend.  We keep looking for vend-

ers and welcome your ideas. 

 

“Easy for first-timers to navigate.”  Our  office staff 

works very hard to make online registration and onsite 

registration as easy as possible.  Signage is important. 

Hospitality is a priority! 
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TRANSITIONS 

 

“It was very early to have worship for central time 

zone people on Monday.” A shor t Assembly requires 

an early start if people are to be on their way 

home by the appointed ending time. We ad-

journed fifteen      minutes ahead of sched-

ule. 

 

“Is there any way to have Assembly at 

Bay College or Gogebic?”  Maybe.  If a 

local conference is interested, they need to 

notify the synod office.  A strong local committee will-

ing to help plan the details is needed. 

 Installations 
+Pastor Richard Likeness 

will be      installed as a part 

of the pastoral staff at As-

cension, Minocqua on June 

8, 2014.  We welcome Pas-

tor Likeness and his spouse 

Dawn to our synod. 

 

+God bless Licensed Lay Minister Linda 

Forray who has begun work at Calvary, 

Quinnesec & Bethany, Norway. She will 

be installed August 3, 2014. 

 

                                 Wedding 

+Pastor Kenneth 

Lahners (Trinity, Ishpeming) and 

Naomi Richards were joined in 

marriage on Saturday, May 24, 2014. 

Congratulations as they begin their 

married life together. 

 

                   Ordination 

+ Eric (Gravy) 

Grayvold, a      semi-

narian from this synod 

will be ordained into the  

ministry of Word and Sacrament at 

First in Ewen on Sunday July 27, 

2014.  He has     received a call to a 

congregation in Indiana.  God bless 

you Pastor-elect Grayvold. 

 

Condolences 
+Remember in prayer Pastor LaVonne Stephenson  

whose husband, William “George” Stephenson, died 

May 28, 2014.  He was a lifelong resident of       New-

berry and a long- time member of Our 

Redeemer Lutheran Church.  His funeral 

service was held on Tuesday,  June 3rd. 

Cards and words of support can be sent to Pastor La-

Vonne at 414 E. Truman Boulevard, Newberry, MI  

49868. 

 

JOY IN GIVING 

 

* “WORSHIP, WITNESS, WELCOME: A Ministry 

of Stewardship” is now available for 

you online   at www.nglsynod.org 

and in hard copy form in every con-

gregation.  This three year plan for congregational 

stewardship has two different plans of     invitation 

to teach our members about stewardship. 

 

 

 

* MISSION INTERPRETERS NEEDED   

   This Fall we hope to have thirty lay persons from 

neighboring congregations making visits during 

worship.  As a lay leader in your church, are you 

willing to help out? Call Ralph Peterson at 

906.786.9661.  More information will be coming 

to our congregations soon. 
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Notes & quotes 

ELCA Disaster Funds 

 Salem, Ironwood 

 United, Crystal Falls 

 Grace, South Range 

 Bethany, Norway 

 Bethany, Ishpeming 

 

ELCA Global Barnyard 

 Ascension, Minocqua 

 Bethany, Amasa 

 Christ the King, Escanaba 

  

ELCA Malaria Campaign 

 Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 

 First, Gladstone 

 

Endowment /Answer the Call 

 Rev. Kevin Kaiser 

 Rev. Paul and Carol Holmstrom 

 Dale and Sally Weingartner 

 Betsy Koski 

 Donna Oliver 

 Edith Prozen 

 Norman Goethe 

 Edwin and Ellen Brinkman 

 Alvin and Sharon Etelamaki 

 Karin Carlson 

 Reynold and Gail Tuzee 

 Gerald O. Johnson 

 Philip and June Wirtanen 

 Clyde Thoune 

 Bethany, Republic 

  

 Kemppainen Scholarship
 Anne Todia 

  Philip and Paula Kemppainen 

 

 

 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 

 Sharon, Bessemer 

 United, Crystal Falls 

 Grace, Gwinn 

 Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 

 Calvary, Rapid River 

 Prince of Peace, Marquette 

 Immanuel, Negaunee 

 

Lutheran Social Services 

 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran World Relief 

 Salem, Ironwood 

 Zion Ev., Marinette 

 Prince of Peace, Marquette 

 Calvary, Quinnesec 

 Bethany, Norway 

 Calvary, Rapid River 

 

Maternity/Malaria Project 

 St. Paul, Mass City 

 Ascension, Minocqua 

 Gloria Dei, Hancock 

Mission Outreach 

 Immanuel, Escanaba 

  

Seminarian Support 

 Calvary, Minocqua 

 Eden Ev., Munising 

 Bethany, Amasa 

 Grace, Gwinn 

 

Skogman Scholarship  

 Dave and Mary Lou Blomquist 

 

Tanzanian Projects 

 James and Judith Quirk 

 Joyce Peterson 

 Jonelle Collins 

 Helen Ademino 

 Rev. Rudy &Darley Kemppainen 

 Grace, South Range 

 First, Gladstone 

 Christ the King, Escanaba 

 Our Redeemer, Newberry 

 

 Voices for Youth Appeal 

 WELCA First, Gladstone 

 WELCA United, Crystal Falls 

 Beatrice Tamminen 

    (in memory of Howard) 

 Sharon, Bessemer 

 Immanuel, Negaunee 

 

World Missionary Support 

 Trinity Ev., Rhinelander 

 Bethel, Ishpeming 

 Bethany, Norway 

Thank You For Your Gifts 
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+ From the Assistant to the Bishop + 

Pastor Katherine Finegan 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

No doubt, after reading the above headline, you now 

have a tune humming in your head.  This last winter, 

a new children’s movie was released, and with it, a 

whole new slew of songs, and one in particular is 

being sung in cars and mini-vans, in elementary 

schools, at Girl Scout meetings, and college dorms 

across the country, “Let it go, Let it go”.   

 

Yes, let it go, and I know the song has started up in 

your head again.  In the movie “Frozen,” the heroine 

sings a song of release.  Having spent her life keep-

ing her ability to freeze things under wraps and in 

control, she finally gives herself permission to “let it 

go”.  As she sings, she creates a beautiful ice palace, 

sparkling clothes, her own space, and more than that, 

she sees for the first time what she can do and all  

the wonders she is capable of when all barriers are 

removed, especially the barriers that she herself has 

put in place. 

 

She lets go of all reluctance, all fear, all hesitancy 

and lets her gift, her ability, and her creativity fly.  

For the first time, she is all of herself, and gives full 

expression to the person she has always wanted to be 

and all she has wanted to do. 

 

Now up until this movie, for me the phrase “Let it 

go” was actually part of my own self talk.  It still is.  

When I find myself ruminating on something that I 

wished I hadn’t done or said, or when I find myself 

worrying about something or someone, I can reach  

a point where I remind myself that such agonizing  

is not helpful, and I tell myself to “let it go”.  In so 

doing, that worry is released and commended to 

God.  “Let it go” for me, has always been a whis-

pered prayer, an opening of the spirit, and a release 

of whatever it is that is stealing my peace or keeping 

me from moving forward. 

 

I have heard “let it go” offered as advice to ones 

who cannot let go of anger, or who pick at the scabs 

of healing to keep a grudge fresh, or who continue to 

hold tight to pain.  “Let it go,” I will say.  “Release 

it, give it to God.” 

 

As we enter the season of Pentecost, consider that 

God has let it go.  The Spirit of Christ has been    

released and let loose on the world.  And you,     

baptized child of God that you are, are filled with 

this Spirit; You and me and us together as the body 

of Christ, we are filled with the breath of Christ, and 

the Spirit that animates his body.   And we are called 

to see what we are capable of doing with the gifts 

and abilities God has given, to let go of all that 

would hinder the Spirit working in and through us, 

to let go of all reluctance, all fear, all hesitancy and 

let all our giftedness, our abilities, and our creativity 

fly.  Through the Spirit, you have it in you to give 

full expression to all that God wants you to be and 

do. 

 

So we let go of what we hold too tightly - pain, an-

ger, worry and fear, so that we can let go and let fly 

all that God would have us do and be.   

 

Let it go. 

Let it go. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Katherine Finegan 
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“Honor God with everything you own; give him the first and the best.”      (Proverbs 3:9. The Message) 

 

It is our privilege to support the work God has called us to as part of the Northern Great Lakes Synod 

and the ELCA.  Through May, our mission support gifts that allow us to fund the many ministries we 

are involved with have decreased by 2.6% from the previous year.  Designated gifts were higher in 2013 

due to the wonderful outpouring of support for Mbagala Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

 

Thank you to all our congregations for your timely and generous gifts with which we honor God, the 

giver of all that we have.  May we always give God our first and our best. 

                                                                                                                           - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

      

            

As of 5/31 2013 2014 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 824,736 834,355 +9,619 +1.2% 

Amount Received 309,194 301,081 -8,113  -2.6% 

Designated Gifts 103,816 72,441 -31,375 -30.2% 

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 
 

Full-time 

Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner  -  Pastor Norman Peterson 

First, Gladstone  -  Pastor Peggy Rose 

Emmanuel, Menominee  -  Pastor Lee Goodwin 

Immanuel, Rhinelander  -  Pastor Devon Barrix 

Grace, Pembine  -  Pastor Doug Johnson 

First, Ewen; Our Saviour, Paynesville; Trinity, Trout Creek  -  Pastor Bill Jacobson 

 

Part-time 

Faith, Rock  & First, Trenary  -  Pastor Allan Johnson 



 

Mail Label 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Marquette, MI 49855 

Permit No. 22 

 

1029 N. Third St., Ste. A 
Marquette, MI 49855 

Phone: 906-228-2300 
Fax: 906-228-2527 

E-mail: ngls@nglsynod.org 

NORTHERN GREAT LAKES 

SYNOD 

WE’RE ON THE WEB  

W W W . N G L SY N O D . OR G  

F IND  U S  O N  F AC EB O O K   

June 1– June 7 Virginia Paulson—Immanuel, Negaunee 

June 8-June 14 Pastor Kristin Rice—Northern Lights Lutheran Parish 

June 15—June 21 Pastor Chad Anderson—Beaver American, Pound 
and Porterfield, Porterfield 

June 22– June 28 Pastor Fran Strong—Retired 

June 29—July 5 Bishop Dale Skogman—Retired 

July 6—July 12 Pastor Keith Kolstad—Zion, Marinette 

July 13—July19 Susan Anderson—Immanuel Ev., Rhinelander 

July 20—July 26 Denise Laakko—United, Crystal Falls 

July 27—August 2 Pastor Judy Kincaid—Immanuel, Escanaba 

PRAYFAITHFULLY  
DEVOTION  SCHEDULE  

FOR  June & July 



 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5:            Good News Awards, Noon at NMU    (Bishop Skrenes)  

8:            Installation of Pastor Richard Likeness    9:30 a.m. CT at   
   Ascension, Minocqua 

9-29:      Pastor Katherine and Dave Finegan leave for Tanzania 

13-21:   Bishop Skrenes attends Boys State        

25-29:   Bishop Skrenes on Vacation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3:        NGLS Staff Meeting at 11:00 a.m. at Synod Office 

4:         Synod Office Closed for July 4th 

9:             NGLS World Hunger Committee, 1:00 a.m. CT at FLLC 

10:            NGLS Worship Committee, 10:30 a.m. ET at Synod Office 

11:       Ordination of Andrea Fluegel (Bishop Skrenes) 

14-29: Bishop Tom and Luanne Skrenes on vacation in Norway 

27:    Ordination of Eric Grayvold at First, Ewen 

28:          Evangelism Committee, 10 a.m. ET at Synod Office 

31:          NGLS Staff Meeting, 11 a.m. ET at Synod Office 

2014 

2014 



From the ELCA Church Council           

 

      

         WE ARE CHURCH TOGETHER 

 

Greetings to the Northern Great Lakes Synod:           May 16, 2014 

             

 

I am Ingrid Stafford, a member of the ELCA Church Council from Region V and 

assigned to the NGLS as council liaison.  I also share a summer camp with my 

family here in Marquette, and my family was a member of Messiah Lutheran in 

Marquette for many years.  I’m sorry I am unable to be with you for the Synod 

Assembly but do want to send my greetings. 

 

To remind you about the role of the ELCA Church Council 

 

The ELCA Church Council serves as “The board of directors and… the interim 

legislative body between meetings of the Churchwide Assembly.”  ELCA 

Constitution 14.11 

 

 The ELCA Church Council, as the board of directors for this church and part 

of the leadership of the ELCA, meets twice a year to engage in conversation, 

deliberation and prayerful consideration as we together discern God’s will 

for this church.  We gather as the Body of Christ in those meetings, trusting 

that the Holy Spirit is present and working in our midst. 

 

I would like to share some of the work the Church Council is currently 

addressing: 

 

Much of the work is discerned through the standing committees of the Church 

Council. Here are a couple of critical matters that will soon be coming to the full 

council: 

 

 Advisory council is responsible for a variety of tasks related to theological 

education including these three key areas of interest and concern: 
 

1. Vocational Discernment and Lay Theological Education 

2. Sustainability Issues for Institutions and Seminarians 

3. Emerging and adaptive Educational Practices 

 



 

 Monitoring the creation of a new, unified roster of Word and Service 

ministry, which is subject to:  

1.  review and recommendation by the Conference of Bishops and the     

 Church Council; and 

2.  the approval of the ELCA Churchwide Assembly. 

 

 Also, at this last spring meeting, as part of the council’s fiduciary 

responsibilities, we received and acknowledged the decisions of synod’s 

plans for mission support in the coming year.  The Church Council is very 

grateful to the Northern Great Lakes Synod for their faithful, generous 

support of this church. 

 

Invite and Encourage Conversation or Questions 

 

 I welcome any questions or comments about the work of the Church Council. You 

can reach me at stafford.ingrid@gmail.com. 

 

Blessings 

 

Ingrid S. Stafford 

Northwestern University 

Chicago, IL 
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     Prayer Calendar - June 2014 
 

1 Pray for the members of St. John, St. Paul and St. Mark all of Meyersville MD 
(Rev David Howell), Bethel, Frederick MD (Rev Ruth Powell), & St. Paul, 
Walkerville MD (Rev Mark Foucart). 

2 Pray for Rostered Leaders, both active and retired celebrating birthdays this 
month: Paul Holmstrom 6/2, Lauri Maki 6/3, Timothy Nyikako 6/3, Katheryn King 6/4, 
Nick Johannes 6/6, and Barry Levine 6/12. 

3 We pray for our Synod Staff who are meeting today.  We thank them for providing 
us with resources and information and reminding us that we are one body. 

4 Pray for all the campers at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp this month including two 
weeks of Victory Camp.  Visit fortunelakelutherancamp.org for complete schedule.  

5 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination: John 
Kuziej, Doug Pohlman, Harlan Haack, Fran Strong, David Van Kley, Ken Michaelis, 
Norman Lund, and Tom Lindblad. 

6 For all those traveling to attend graduations and weddings, and those enjoying 
vacations.  Keep them safe. 

7 Pray for the members of Kipawa Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS companion congregation St Paul’s, Mass City (Rev Kristin Rice). 

8 For Pastor Richard Likeness as he is installed at Ascension in Minocqua today. 

9 Pray for Assistant to the Bishop Pastor Katherine Finegan and her husband 
Dave as they leave for nearly three weeks to do God’s work in Tanzania.  Go with 
God! 

10 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination: Peter 
Andersen, Peter Vorhes, Keith Kolstad, Warren Geier, Ralph Backman, & Erik Heskin.  

11 Pray for our spouses of deceased pastors – Karen Merckx and Jane Magnuson. 

12 For school children dismissed from their regular school work.  May they continue to 
learn and grow and take the time to exercise their imaginations in play. 

13 Pray for Bishop Tom Skrenes as he leaves to spend a week at Boys State. 

14 Pray for Rostered Leaders, both active and retired celebrating birthdays this 
month: John West 6/19, Dean Marin 6/22, Breanne Johnson 6/22, Jon Magnuson 6/25, 
Bill Jacobson 6/26, & Duane Priebe 6/29.  

15 For police officers and fire fighters who risk their lives to keep us safe. 

16 Offer prayers of thanksgiving for fathers on Father’s Day.  Pray that all fathers 
become involved, responsible parents who raise their children to respect all living things.              

17 For all the Seminary Students from our synod, but especially this month we pray for 
Ann Maria Gonyea-Alexander. 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


 

18 For all families dealing with autism in both children and adults on this day in their 
honor. 

19 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination: Lee 
Goodwin, Micheal Laakko, Katheryn King, David Jensen, Maxine Gray, Earl Bergh, Rudy 
Kemppainen, & George Olson. 

20 For the Christians in Sudan, the Congo and other countries where Christians are 
being persecuted and even killed for their beliefs. 

21 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination: Jon 
Magnuson, Ingmar Levin, Les Niemi, Robert Sutherland, Matt Lamb, Bob Langseth, 
Raymond Korry, Tim Johnston, & Stephen Gauger.  

22 For all graduates beginning a new phase of life.  We pray that they achieve their 
goals and weather their disappointments and stay close to God as they face new 
adventures and temptations.    

23 For those in prisons.  Keep them from harm and help them to learn from their mistakes.  
Keep these children of God close to you, Dear Father. 

24 Pray for the members of Chapel, Libertytown MD & Evangelical, Woodsboro 
MD (Rev Christopher Litton), and St John, Thurmont MD (Rev Susan Beck.) 

25 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination: Eleanor 
Russey, Wally Leno, Dean Marin, Philip Johnson, David Johnson, Paul Holmstrom, Tom 
Lee, Lauri Maki, & Paul Raappana.  

26 For victims of bullying.  Help them regain their self-respect and dignity and help them 
to forgive the bullies. 

27 Pray also for retired clergy and their spouses:  Rev Leslie and Marcia Niemi & Rev 
George and Ruth Olson. 

28 For all those getting married this month that they will learn to solve their problems 
and become good examples for future generations. 

29 Pray for blessings for planters and for crops whether those on farms or in their own 
backyards. 

30 For all those who are grieving, lonely, and yearn for companionship we pray that 
the Lord send them comfort and compassion through his people.   

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 
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                Prayer Calendar - July 2014 
 

1 Pray for those across the synod who will travel this summer – keep them safe as they 
enjoy the beauty of God’s creation and may they know that their church families keep 
them in prayer when they are away. 

2 For the unemployed and underemployed keep them and their families cared for and 
well-fed.  Help them to find meaningful work. 

3 Pray that we may be goods stewards of the all lakes, rivers, streams, and waterfalls 
that grace this synod.  Keep them clean and beautiful for future generations. 

4 Pray for our nation as we celebrate independence this day.  Ask for God’s 
guidance that our nation’s leaders will speak out for the rights, welfare, and 
dignity of people everywhere. 

5 Pray for pastors celebrating birthdays this month:  Peggy Rose 7/05, Dean Peterson 
7/06, Tracy Polzin 7/06, Jennie Johnson Wrege 7/07, Ken Michaelis 7/09, Norm 
Peterson 7/09, Keith Kolstad 7/09, and Ingmar Levin 7/10. 

6 Pray for the members of St. Abraham, Beckleysville MD (Rev Richard Spies),  St. 
Mark,  Snydersburg, Hampstead MD (Rev Michael Adams) and St. Peter, 
Hampstead, Beckleysville MD (Rev Charles Frase). 

7 Pray for those across the synod who are in need of God’s healing touch – keep them 
mindful of God’s presence in their lives as they are renewed in body, mind, and spirit.  

8 For those men and women in the armed forces away from their homes defending 
our country and their families who miss them.  We thank God for them. 

9 Pray for those traveling and attending the Synod World Hunger Committee at 
Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp. 

10 For those attending the Worship Committee meeting at the Synod office on this day. 

11 Pray for the members of Maneromango Lutheran Church, Kisarawe, Tanzania 
and their NGLS companion congregation First Lutheran, Ewen, (Rev  

William Jacobson, Interim.) 

12 Pray for pastors celebrating anniversaries of ordination this month: Bob Patrick, 
D.J. Rasner, Melinda Quivik, Barry Levine, Gerald Anderson, Scott Ehle, Jim Duehring, 
Peggy Rose, and Katherine Finegan. 

13 Pray for the ministry of Shepherd of the Sea Chapel in Copper Harbor and Pastor 
Timothy Johnston as they welcome summer residents and visitors. 

14 For those in Africa and the rest of the world suffering with malaria and HIV/AIDS. 

15 Pray also for retired clergy and their spouses: Rev Robert and Leda Patrick & Rev 
Dean and Elaine Peterson. 
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16 Pray for those children attending Vacation Bible School and the adult and youth 
leaders who will be enriched by leading it across our synod this summer. 

17 Pray for all those in our synod attending seminaries and especially we pray for Tera 
Lowe. 

18 Pray for the members of Trinity, Westminster MD, (Rev Charles Drenning), St. 
Mark, Hampstead MD (Rev George Tuttle), & Mt. Joy and St. Paul, Gettysburg 
PA (Rev Matthew Day.) 

19 For all those facing addictions to drugs or alcohol.  Lead them to seek help and 
forgive them when they make mistakes. 

20 Pray for members of Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner and their interim pastor, Rev 
Norman Peterson as they continue in the call process during a pastoral vacancy. 

21 For blessings and thanksgiving for musicians who share their talents with the 
people in our congregations. 

22 For those women, men, and children who are victims of domestic violence.  May God 
heal the wounds of body, heart, and soul. 

23 Pray for the spouses of our deceased pastors – Betty Linna and Eunice Keljo. 

24 Pray for more pastors celebrating birthdays this month:  D. J. Rasner 7/10, Harlin 
Haack 7/11, Harry Andersen 7/12, Gerald Anderson 7/17, Devon Barrix 7/24, Timothy 
Johnston 7/24, and Raymond Korry 7/27. 

25 We send a prayer of thanks to our Heavenly Father for the sunshine and the rain, the 
birds and the flowers, the smell of fresh mown grass and all of the things we miss so 
much when snow covers our land. 

26 For continued love and strength and blessings for caregivers everywhere who 
can’t help but grow weary from carrying burdens for loved ones who can no longer care 
for themselves. 

27 Pray that we can help children discover the joy of reading this summer.  Read to 
small children, choose books for older children, and help them all to become familiar with 
their local libraries. 

28 For those with macular degeneration and other visual impairments, keep them 
safe and provide them with caregivers to help them negotiate in the midst of a sighted 
world. 

29 Pray for those struggling with gender orientation and identity issues. 

30 On this International Day of Friendship we pray for all of our friends and then 
we also pray for all of our enemies. 

31 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today.  We ask God to bless them for their work. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 
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