
 

                                                  From the Assistant to the Bishop 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This last June, our Northern Great Lakes Synod made it possible 

for me to travel to our companion synod in Tanzania. My husband, 

Dave, and my brother, Stephen Volz, were able to come along.  

We left June 9th and returned June 26th, so minus the days it took 

to travel, we had a good 15 days to take in the sights, sounds, and 

ministry efforts of the Eastern and Coastal Diocese of Tanzania. 

Now before you begin to skim this article, and write it off as just   

another Tanzanian visitor waxing eloquent about all the wonders of our Companion Synod, I urge you to read 

on.  Because I must confess, that while I have enjoyed hearing stories of Tanzania from those who had travelled 

there, I often left the conversation    feeling a bit…well….sad.  So many stories had to do with the warm and 

gracious welcome of our Tanzanian hosts (which they give generously), with the awe they felt at the way their 

church is growing (it is!), with the  excitement at the way the Spirit is so palpable among them (it is!).  I would 

leave the conversation wondering about what they are doing that we are not.  Their amazing growth only 

brought our decline into sharper, and more painful focus.  I wondered at the motives of the Spirit, just what was 

the Spirit up to, here and there? 

While this might be a place to talk about my insecurities or your suspicions 

that I have an inferiority complex, what I’d like to add to the conversation, is 

what I  discovered about the blessings of what we offer in this relationship 

and what we have to celebrate that perhaps we take for granted. 

One night in Tanzania, I met with a women’s Bible Study group, and they 

were interested to know what our NGLS women do. I answered, that like 

them, many of our women meet for Bible Study.  Various groups in different 

churches sponsor different projects; collecting food for the local food 

shelves, attending to the needs of the church, raising funds to send children 

to church camp.  I said, that like them, the women helped keep the church 

going.  Many of our women meet to sew quilts for Lutheran World Relief. 
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They didn’t really understand this.  So I continued, saying that hundreds of quilts are sewn, across the synod, and 

shipped around the world to those in need.  I could see them thinking about this.   

I wondered if bedding was needed for the Mkuza girls’ school, or there was   

some other need in the community.  Then they asked, “How much do they 

charge?” I said what you already know, “They are not for sale but are gifts.  Time, 

materials, labor, it’s all donated.”   

Another pastor asked about the size of the staff.  I said many churches have their 

pastor, a secretary, and then perhaps a janitor or housekeeper, maybe someone to 

mow the lawn, but after a meal, clean up was often taken care of by volunteers.  I 

talked about potlucks where everyone brings a dish, about volunteers who fix 

windows and paint rooms and are happy to do what is needed in terms of upkeep and simple repairs. 

She laughed…and laughed some more.   I asked her later, why.  She said that just that week she had asked a 

young man to sweep the front steps, and he had insisted on a wage for this small labor. 

It occurred to me, that employment in the city of Dar is scarce.  People are always looking for ways to make not 

even a living wage, but any wage. 

It occurred to me that most of our people are not hungry.  Most of our folks are not desperate for work. Many are 

retired.  They have a pension.  Many have the luxury of time.  Even the young people are taught to give of their 

time to the church.  How many churches have a yard clean up day in the spring; or the youth group volunteers to 

rake; or the men’s group serving breakfast or taking a Saturday to do odd jobs around the church? Fortune Lake 

just put a new roof on their office, with volunteer labor.  I think it’s safe to say that countless volunteers at our 

congregations help keep things running, not only making the bare minimum possible, but also, literally, the icing 

on the cake.  From Coffee Fellowship treats to potlucks, to Ladies’ breakfasts and Men’s work groups, people 

volunteer to make things happen and we are fed with food and fellowship besides. 

Our companion synod in Tanzania has much to teach us, and we are blessed in so many ways to be in relationship 

with them; their vitality is an inspiration, their witness challenges us to be more forthright, the growth of their 

church reminds us that God’s church has a future, and we see the Spirit in full force. 

But I believe it is dangerous to compare our synods as we are so very 

different – African and American, Urban and Rural, Formal and      

Informal.  Yet, our differences can’t help but invite comparison. 

So the next time you hear me or someone else give a glowing and 

wondrous report of the church in Tanzania, and the unspoken question 

lingers in the air of why can’t we grow like that?  Remember, there is 

much that we are doing well.   

This article only considers one such observation. We have a growing 

retired population with time, skills, and a love of the church.  We have 

a volunteer ethic that values the freely given gift of bakery, time,  

quilting supplies, and carpentry ability, to name a few.  We have folks 

dedicated to many ministry efforts, allowing for the involvement of everyone in big and little ways.   
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 place, this Tjugum Church here in Balestrand as 

generations have lived and died in the faith. Tak. 

Tak. Mange Tak.                             

 From 1820 to 1920, half of the men who came to 

adulthood in Norway left this land for the United 

States.  My grandfather, Thomas Skrenes, and his 

wife, my grandmother, Kari Esse, were a part of 

that Norwegian diaspora.  They left this fjord and 

formed a new life for themselves in the United 

States.  The last United States Census in 2010   

reported that about 5 million Americans claim 

Norwegian heritage. Norwegian people have made 

an imprint into the life of the American nation and 

its culture.  We who are third generation, removed 

from our grandparents Norwegian-Americans, we 

thank God for the people of faith who continue to 

live and serve in this community.  For hundreds of 

years, people here in this nation have worshiped 

the Lord Jesus, and your Church has sent God’s 

people all around the world.  When I have traveled 

to Tanzania, I have seen the work of Norwegian 

Mission Societies and your government’s foreign 

aid, which has helped to build God’s Church in 

Africa. I know that Norwegian people of faith have 

lived all over the world.  Norwegian people of 

faith serve the Gospel in many lands today!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              (Tjugum Church, Balestrand, Norway)             
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 Assistant to the Bishop/ BiSHOP THOMAS A. Skrenes   

While we may not have many youth, many of the 

youth we do have are involved.  Many churches will 

do what it takes to send their one or two or three 

teenagers to Detroit.  Other youth are involved as 

readers, greeters, Sunday school teachers and more.  

No, we don’t have huge numbers, but I celebrate a 

certain depth of involvement, a feisty dedication, and 

an authentic faithfulness as together we seek to make 

a difference in the world, and learn from our brothers 

and sisters in Christ, those who sit in the pew with 

us, and those we pray for and partner with across the 

world. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Katherine Finegan 

Assistant to the Bishop 

 

 

“Put Out Into Deep Water” 
In July, Bishop Thomas Skrenes and Luanne, and their    

sisters, Arlene Skrenes and Diana Kallungi Herington    

traveled to visit relatives in Norway and Finland.  A portion 

of Bishop Skrenes’ sermon at his grandparents’ church in 

Balestrand, Norway  follows: 

 

“Here we are in this congregation, this church 

building where my grandparents worshiped, where 

generations of my family have heard God’s Word 

and have received the Sacraments of Baptism and 

Communion. 

 

During good times and bad—in the midst of war 

and occupation, during times of poverty and times 

of abundance this congregation, you and your   

ancestors have celebrated the good news of Jesus.  

I give thanks to God for the witness of the Church 

of Norway and for the ministry of God in this 
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Bishop Thomas A. Skrenes (continued) 

Many of you have been to the United States.  In 

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, South Dakota, North 

Dakota, in the states of Washington and Montana, 

and in many other places, there are about three thou-

sand Lutheran congregations who can trace their 

roots to Norwegian immigrant peoples. In many 

ways, this church building, here in  Balestrand, looks 

like so many church buildings across the American 

Midwest 
              

When my grandparents left these shores, they        

became charter members of a Norwegian speaking 

Church near Madison, Wisconsin.  They built the 

church to be like this one.  The names of the charter 

members of that church include names that would be 

familiar to you—Norwegian people with the last 

names like Skrenes, Hanson, Olson, Aas, Tjugum, 

Ullestad, Peterson, Anderson, Strand, Johnson,   

Gullickson.  The church was transplanted and it lives 

on. God is at work and we respond to this text this 

morning from Luke’s Gospel where Jesus invites his 

disciples to fish.  “Put out into deep water, and let 

down the nets for a catch.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Jesus invites us to go out into deep water, we 

do not know what journey he put us on.  We go into 

all the earth upon God’s call.  When I was about  

fifteen years old I went to a funeral for a great-Aunt.  

She was of the immigrant generation. She had come 

from this community here in Norway.  I can recall   

the funeral service and especially the sermon. 

“Imagine,” the pastor said.  “Imagine you were her 

parents on the dock at  Bergen—watching the boat 

with your daughter on it sail west—waving and 

waving with your 

hands until you saw 

the ship no more over 

the horizon; knowing 

that you would never 

see your daughter 

again.”  “On the dock 

at Bergen,” these 

people left this land 

and they found a new 

life. 
 

I bring you greetings today from the 4 million      

Lutherans of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America—some of whom share the Norwegian her-

itage with you.  Thank you on behalf of our Church 

for being our parents; our mother, our     father.  

Thank you for being faithful to the cross    of Jesus. 

Thank you for standing with us as     God’s people 

in this world. As you know, I do not speak the lan-

guage of my grandparents.  I carry    an American 

passport.  I am an American. We Americans of 

Norwegian descent, we sons and daughters of Nor-

way, we like to think of ourselves as your children 

and grandchildren. Sometimes our connections are 

very small.  We eat Lutefisk and Lefse about once a 

year; we wear Norwegian sweaters; we sport a Nor-

wegian flag alongside our own Stars and Stripes.  

But I am   connected to each one of you—yes to my 

Skrenes family here, yes   by blood, — but to all of 

you by something much deeper and stronger.  Like 

you, I was carried to the baptismal font; I was 

marked with the sign of the cross—I worship the 

Lord Jesus because our church—the Lutheran 

Church in Norway and in America has been faith-

ful.  We are faithful to the one who has given us 

life. We have been faithful to the good news that 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only son 

that whoever believes in him will not perish but 

have everlasting life.” We have been faithful to the 

Word made flesh.” 
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Ordinations and  

Installations 
 

*Congratulations to Pastor Andrea Fluegel called to 

serve Prince of Peace in Eagle River.  Pastor Fluegel 

was ordained on July 11th in Minneapolis.  She will 

be installed at Prince of Peace on August 31st.  God 

bless her and her family as they move into our syn-

od. 

 

*Congratulations to Pastor-elect Joe Iverson called 

to serve Holy Trinity in Chassell. Pastor-elect  Iver-

son will be ordained on August 23rd in Westby, Wis-

consin.  He has begun work at Holy Trinity.  We 

welcome him and his wife to the synod. 

 

*Congratulations to Pastor-elect Diane Srutowski 

called to serve Trinity in Stonington and Bethany in 

Perkins.  She will be ordained and installed       on 

Sunday August 17th at 3:00 p.m. ET at First          

Lutheran in Gladstone.  Clergy are invited to vest.  

The color is red.  God bless Pastor-elect Diane in her 

ministry as an ordained pastor. 

 

           

        Interim Call 

*God bless Pastor George Candea-Kromm who has 

begun an interim ministry in a congregation of the 

Central States Synod where he and his wife Shirley 

own a home.   
                       

Bishop Thomas A. Skrenes (continued) 

                  

 

               Funerals 

*We give thanks for the life of a former pastor in 

this synod. Pastor Kenneth Schlueter, who served as 

Chaplain at Northland Lutheran Retirement  Com-

munity in Marinette, died unexpectedly on    July 2, 

2014. His funeral at Calvary Lutheran Church in 

Green Bay was on July 8th. He is survived by his 

wife, Sharleen, as well as three children and seven 

grandchildren.  Our help is in the name of the Lord! 

 

*Our sincere condolences to the family and friends 

of Pastor Harlan  Helmut Haack, who died on June 

14th.  His funeral was held on July 11th at     St. 

John’s Lutheran Church in Lakeville, Minnesota.  

He served two parishes in our synod:  Our Redeemer 

Champion,\ from 1965-1969 and First Lutheran, 

Iron River until his retirement in 1989.  God bless 

his memory in our midst. 

 

 

Retirement 
 

Congratulations to Larry Pagel, Syn-

od Treasurer, on his retirement from 

Northern Michigan University where he served for 

17 years as a Professor of Business. God give you 

many years of health and happiness in           retire-

ment! 

 
+Thomas A. Skrenes 

Bishop 

TRANSITIONS 
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World Hunger 

While the Synod Hunger Committee has 

often given an award for generating the 

most funds, we wanted to announce a    

different sort of statistic.  The following 

churches have given the most to World 

Hunger per member based on average      attendance.  

That means that even small congregations have had 

big impact.  These congregations set the bar high 

and the Synod Hunger  Committee thanks you for 

your faithful generosity.   

 Immanuel, Rhinelander 

 Bethany, Negaunee 

 First, Gladstone 

 Prince of Peace, Eagle River 

 First, Ewen 

We also want to recognize those congregations that 

have given the most actual dollars. 

 Immanuel, Rhinelander 

 Ascension, Minocqua 

 First, Gladstone 

 Prince of Peace, Eagle River 

 Our Savior, Marinette 

And another thank you to all who participated in the 

Synod Assembly Quarter offering.  We exceeded     

last year’s offering (hurray!) from $17,965 in 2013    

to $18,500 in 2014.  Your loose 

change and dedicated dollars make a 

difference!!!  Thank you for your 

generosity.   

It’s not too early to make plans for 

next year’s quarter offering.  Our 

goal is to reach $20,000! 

Festival of Congregational      

Renewal 

Coming October 10 – 11, 2014 

at Messiah, Marquette 
  

Only $10 a person or $50 per congregation. 

Bring a team of folks and attend as many 
workshops as possible. 

  

Workshops in the works: 
  

      ~Constitutional Review   

 ~Banner Making 

      ~Detroit Youth Gathering   

 ~Mercy Ministries 

      ~Practice Discipleship   

 ~Better Bulletins 

      ~Welcoming Worship 

 ~Endowment Planning 

      ~Using a Screen in Worship  

 ~Afterschool Programs 
  

Friday October 10 

 6:30pm                  Registration 

 7:00pm                  Opening Worship 

 8:00pm                  Keynote 

 8:30pm                  Reception 
  

Saturday October 11, 2014 

           8:30am                 Coffee & Registration 

           9:00am                 Workshops 

         12 noon                   Lunch 

           1:00pm                  Workshops 

           3:00pm                  Closing prayer 
 

Register between August 1st - October 3rd 

at www.nglsynod.org.  Be prepared to use PayPal. 
 

Hotel accommodations on your own. 
 

If you are a World Hunger congregational representative, 
please register through the Synod Office. 

If you are interested in hosting a workshop or a 
display table, please call the Synod Office. 

http://nglsynod.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1660157542ed666bad1aedab2&id=3b81b9faf5&e=a3957c72f2
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“We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering 

before our God and  Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope                       

in our Lord Jesus Christ.”      (I Thessalonians 1:2-3) 
 

Through the first half of 2014, mission support gifts have decreased by 2%, with designated gifts 

down 29% from this time last year.  Catching up after a long, cold winter, slower mailtimes, and 

summer activities contribute to the decrease.  The wonderful outpouring of support for Mbagala 

Lutheran Church in Tanzania last year is the primary reason designated gifts were higher in 2013. 
 

As we enter the last half of the year, may we find joy in our giving to Synod and Churchwide minis-

tries as we remember the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for us.  When our minds think “bill paying” 

may our hearts remind us of God’s great love for us and our mission to share that love with others.  

It is our privilege to be in partnership together for Christ in the Northern Great Lakes Synod.             
      

          - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 6/30 2013 2014 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 824,736 834,355 +9,619 +1.2% 

Amount Received 377,624 370,137 -7,487  -2% 

Designated Gifts 116,621 82,650 -33,971 -29% 

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 
 

Full-time 

Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner  -  Pastor Norman Peterson 

First, Gladstone  -  Pastor Peggy Rose 

Emmanuel, Menominee  -  Pastor Lee Goodwin 

Immanuel, Rhinelander  -  Pastor Devon Barrix 

Grace, Pembine  -  Pastor Doug Johnson 

First, Ewen; Our Saviour, Paynesville; Trinity, Trout Creek  -  Pastor Bill Jacobson 

Eden, Munising  -  Pastor Dave Hueter 

 

Part-time 

Faith, Rock  & First, Trenary  -  Pastor Allan Johnson 
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NORTHERN GREAT LAKES 

SYNOD 

WE’RE ON THE WEB  

W W W . N G L SY N O D . OR G  

F IND  U S  O N  F AC EB O O K   

August 3-9 Dave Blomquist—Messiah, Marquette 

August 10-16 Judy Quirk—Messiah, Marquette 

August 17-23 First, Gladstone Bible Study Group 

August 24-30 Pastor Scott Ehle—Bethel, Menominee 

August 31-Sept.6 Pastor Mary Weinkauf—Retired 

September 7-13 Pastor Eleanor Russey—Retired 

September 14-20 Pastor Doug Schoen—Retired 

September 21-27 Lisa Bouche—First, Gladstone 

September 28-Oct. 4 Pastor Jim Duehring—Prince of Peace, Marquette 

PRAYFAITHFULLY  
DEVOTION  SCHEDULE  

FOR  August & September 



 

SYNOD CALENDAR 
 

 
 

 

 

3:  Installation of Linda Forray as 
 Licensed Lay Minister, 3:00 p.m. CT 
 at Bethany, Norway  

5:       Retired Clergy and Spouses 
 Gathering    11:00 a.m.  at   
 Emanuel, Skandia 

11:      Synodical Women’s Organization 
 Meeting at FLLC 

12:    Executive Committee Meeting    
 10:00 a.m. CT at Pastor Johnson’s 
 home, Florence, WI      

13:   Bi-Synodical Candidacy Meeting in  
 Tomahawk, WI 

14: NGLS Staff Meeting    10:00 a.m. ET 
 at Synod Office 

16: NGLS Endowment Meeting         
 11:00 a.m. ET at Bethany Parsonage, 
 Republic   

17: Ordination/Installation of Diane 
 Srutowski   3:00 p.m. ET at First,  
 Gladstone 

18: Youth Committee Meeting         
 10:00 a.m. ET at Synod Office 

19: Stewardship Committee Meeting   
 11:00 a.m. ET at Synod Office 

20: WWW Meeting   11:00 a.m. ET at 
 Synod Office 

22-23:   Prayer Workshop/Evangelism 
 Retreat at Bethel, Cedarville 

23: Ordination of Joseph Iverson        
 3:00 p.m. CT in Westby, WI 

26: Synod Staff Meeting 11:00 a.m. ET 
 at Synod Office 

 
 

 

 

 

1: Synod Office Closed for Labor Day  

3-4:       Region 5 Meeting in Dubuque, IA  

8:         FLLC Golf Outing at Oak Crest Golf 
 Course in Norway, MI 

12:        NGLS Constitution Committee,   
 1:00 p.m. CT at FLLC 

12-13:  Synod Council Meeting, starts at 
 4:00 p.m. CT at FLLC 

14:     Companion Synod Mtg.  3 p.m. ET 
 at Prince of Peace, Marquette 

17: Endowment Workshop with Larry 
 Westfield   6:30 p.m. CT at Prince of 
 Peace, Eagle River  

18:    Endowment Workshop with Larry 
 Westfield   6:30 p.m. CT at Zion, 
 Marinette  

19-21:  Synodical Women’s Retreat at FLLC 

23: Conf. 8 Pericope 10:30 a.m. ET at 
 Synod Office 

25: Lay School for Mission/Licensed Lay 
 Ministry Board Mtg.  11:00 a.m. ET 
 at the Synod Office 

 World Hunger Committee Meeting                       
 11 a.m. ET at Messiah, Marquette 

30-Oct 7:      Conference of Bishops in  
  Chicago 



EVENTS IN THE SYNOD 
Go to www.nglsynod.org for more  

information on many of these events! 

August 22-23:   Lord, Teach Us to Pray Workshop  

       Fri. 5:00 p.m.-Sat. 3:00 p.m. ET at Bethel, Cedarville, MI 

September 8:   FLLC Golf Outing   

  at Oak Crest Golf Course in Norway, MI 

September 17:   Endowment Workshop with  Larry Westfield 

  6:30-8:00 p.m. CT at Prince of Peace in Eagle River, WI 

September 18:   Endowment Workshop with  Larry Westfield 

  6:30-8:00 p.m. CT at Zion, Marinette, WI 

September 19-21:  Synodical Women’s Organization Retreat 

October 4:   Fortune Lake Fall Fest   

  Quilt & Fine Arts Auction, Buffet Brunch, Country Store 

       Country Market, & Kids Activities starting at 9:30 a.m. CT 

October 10-11:   Festival of Congregational Renewal 

  at Messiah, Marquette    $10/person or $50/congregation 

October 17-19:   Junior High Retreat  

  at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 

October 27:   Boundaries Workshop for Rostered Leaders 

          at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp   9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. CT 

October 29:   Boundaries Workshop for Rostered Leaders 

  at Our Redeemer, Newberry    9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. CT 

Oct. 31-Nov. 2:  Senior High Gathering 



 

Recently, Finlandia Campus Ministry re-

ceived a Seibert Lutheran Foundation grant 

to assist with the development of “The 

Table”: a student needs food pantry.  

 It was a year or so prior to receiv-

ing the grant that it was noticed that some 

of the student attending Finlandia were not 

only working hard to educate themselves, 

but were also working hard at the same 

time to feed themselves and their families, 

as well as provide for basic daily necessi-

ties. The Michigan Bridge Card can help 

some in certain ways, but there still re-

mained a need that was not being met. Not 

only that, but it seemed that care and con-

nection with the people were not being met 

as needed. 

 Through the grant, immediate 

improvements to develop pantry room and 

upgrade the kitchen area on the lower level 

of the St. Matthew Chapel (also called the 

Campus Ministry Center). These improve-

ments not only allowed us a place to col-

lect and distribute food and basic needs, 

but to also go beyond that to offer healthier 

options, teach skills in healthy cooking and 

lifestyle and work to develop those con-

nections with one another in fellowship 

and community. 

 Immediately, students were being 

served. In fact, months before the grand 

opening there were already students that 

needed assistance—and not just for food. 

One student came in who experienced a 

fire and needed any extra possible basics 

we could give. There were toiletries, femi-

nine products, clothes and even small fur-

niture and cooking items that were quickly 

rounded up to assist. Without hearing 

about the initial pantry development, this 

person may have not stopped in at all. 

 Since then, pantry services and 

ideas have continued to grow and expand, 

and the donations from giving individuals 

and groups have aided in filling the pantry 

in order to serve others. 

 It is clear that we don’t simply 

want to give basic food and supplies, but 

present healthier options when available, 

as well as provide services to train in 

healthier cooking, and also be able to in-

vite people in for  a simple meal and dis-

cussion as well. 

 2014 has been good for develop-

ment of “The Table” as well as the contin-

ued outreach for Finlandia Campus Minis-

try in terms of serving not only the Finlan-

dia community, but also in engaging the 

greater community that surrounds us and 

seeking to create stronger relationships and 

faithful bonds with community and one 

another. 

 “The Table” at Finlandia is now 

also part of College & University Food 

Bank Alliance (CUFBA) which extends 

our discussions, and offers a large platform 

to share and present ideas and find further 

support. 

 Finlandia Campus Ministry is also 

excited to now also offer and to be a com-

munity-wide Mobil Food Pantry Site and 

work with “Feeding America”. This oppor-

tunity directly engages Finlandia with the 

community. On a quarterly basis, a large 

refrigerated food truck will arrive in Old 

Main parking lot. Students and Employees 

will volunteer time to serve and hand out 

food to the community. This service is a 

free community service to anyone in need 

of food assistance. Read more on this ser-

vice in the small article below. 

 We give thanks to God for 

providing and for allowing us all to be an 

active part of creation and of  faithful ser-

vice to one another. Amen. 

 

August/September 2014 

News from the University Chaplain’s office at Finlandia University for our 

companions in the Northern Great Lakes Synod 

“side by side . . . growing in faith toward God and love toward neighbor” 

Any questions or comments?  Contact Soren Schmidt, University Chaplain at: soren.schmidt@finlandia.edu or (906) 487-7239.  

Visit our Website: www.finlandia.edu  

Hunger: Food, Gratitude, and Action 

Campus Ministry Events Calendar 
Where “Christ, the Teacher” leads us!  

ALL ARE WELCOME :-) 

Recurring Spring 2014 Events: 

Tuesdays 12:30-1:00 pm Student-led Chapels 

Thursdays 12:30-1:00 pm Chapel w/Communion 

                    5:00pm-9:00pm Lay School  

Fridays (every other) 8:00-9:00 pm TGIF 

 

*ministry meetings and Bible Studies TBA 

 

Related Activities: 

Aug 16-17    New students arrive. Sunday 10am 

service for new students and their families. 

Aug 18-23    New student orientation week 

Aug 25         Classes begin at Finlandia 

Sept 1         Walk the Mackinaw Bridge with us! 

Sept 3         “The Table” Donation Collection Day 

Sept 7         “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Day 

Sept 12-13   possible Ministry retreat date 

Sept 24        See You At The Pole prayer event 

 

 

Check the Finlandia e-newsletter,  Finlandia 

website and ‘Finlandia Campus Ministry’ on 

Facebook for more info. on activities above. 

(many more activities will be announced in 

electronic format) 

Campus to Congregation 

Mobile Food Pantry at Finlandia: Serving the Community 

 
 
 

Finlandia Campus Ministry has worked to develop an partnership with “Feeding America©”, and has 
accepted the responsibility to become a site for a Mobile Food Pantry. According to 
www.feedingamerica.org, here’s the concept: 
     A mobile pantry is a method of direct client distribution in an organized format managed either by 
food bank or agency staff that utilizes a dry/refrigerated vehicle to provide food that traditional pantries 
do not normally accept or distribute to people in need.  
Program Summary: Mobile pantries allow food banks to engage a much larger circle of groups in 
supplying food to the needy, thereby increasing the number of people served, and extending service 
into regions that the food bank hadn’t before been able to reach.  
Program Objectives: Expanded capacity; Removal of barriers that prevent access to 
unserved/underserved areas; Flexibility in delivery of hard-to-move food and grocery products in an 
effective, expeditious manner with or without agency involvement while maintaining an atmosphere of 
dignity. 
      More information to follow. This program will begin in September/October on a quarterly basis. 
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           Prayer Calendar – August 2014 
 

1 Pray for pastors Bishop Emeritus Harry Andersen, Art Weiss, and Rell 
Spickerman as they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

2 Pray for those pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: Sally 
Wilke 8/03, Paul Raappana 8/06, Diane Srutowski 8/06, Bucky Beach 8/11, 
Cori Johnson 8/13, Christopher Johnson 8/16. 

3 For Linda Forray as she is being installed as Licensed Lay Minister for Bethany, 
Norway and Calvary, Quinnesec at Bethany, Norway, 3:00 p.m. CT. 

4 Pray for the members of Immanuel, Manchester MD, (Rev Matthew Schenning), 
Jerusalem, Westminster MD (Rev Diane Day), Lazarus, Lineboro MD, and St. 
Benjamin, Westminster, MD (Rev David Schafer.) 

5 For all retired pastors and their spouses and spouses of deceased pastors as 
they gather at Emanuel, Skandia at 11:30 for lunch and a time of fellowship. 

6 Pray for those brave women who give children up for adoption. 

7 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors – Selma Karjala and Nancy Kalweit. 

8 For peace in the Gaza Strip where civilians are being killed so that warring factions 
can claim a small piece of land instead of living together in harmony.  

9 Pray for the members of Kimara Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS Companion Congregation Calvary Lutheran Church, Minocqua 
(Rev Maxine Gray). 

10 Pray for those families who are trying to adopt children and for agencies like 
Lutheran Social Services that help them. 

11 Pray for the members of St. John, Westminster MD (Rev Kristin Dubsky), St. 
Mary, Westminster, MD (Rev H. Brumback II) and Trinity, Taneytown MD (Rev 
Joshua Semovoski).  

12 For the NGLS Executive Committee as they meet at Pastor Doug Johnson’s home in 
Florence, WI, 10:00 a.m. CT today. 

13 Pray for all those in our synod attending seminaries and especially we pray for Soren 
Schmidt. 

14 Pray for those pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: Jim 
Duehring 8/18, Jesse Brown 8/21, Don Wandersee 8/22, Matt Lamb 8/23, 
Eleanor Russey 8/27. 

15 For those of God’s children in prisons.  Keep them from harm and help them to 
become contributing members of society. 

16 Pray for the NGLS Endowment Committee meeting at Pr. Kevin Kaiser’s home, 
11:00 a.m.  today. 
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17 For Diane Srutowski who is being ordained and installed as pastor for Trinity, 
Stonington and Bethany, Perkins at First Lutheran Church in Gladstone, MI, 3:00 
p.m. ET. 

18 We pray for those attending the Youth Committee Meeting at the synod office at 
1o:00 today. 

19 Today is World Humanitarian Day.  This day is dedicated to recognize humanitarian 
personnel and those who have lost their lives working for humanitarian causes.  We 
pray our thanks for sending people like them.   We pray also for those attending the  
Stewardship Meeting at the synod office at 11:00 today 

20 Pray for those attending Welcome, Worship, Witness Meeting at the Synod Office 
at 11:00 today. 

21 Pray for the members of First, Ewen, Our Saviour, Paynesville, & Trinity, 
Trout Creek and their interim pastor, Bill Jacobson, as they continue in the call 
process during a pastoral vacancy. 

22 Pray for those attending the Prayer Workshop/Evangelism Retreat at Bethel, 
Cedarville today and tomorrow. 

23 For pastor-elect Joe Iverson of Holy Trinity in Chassell as he is ordained on this 
day at Our Saviors in Westby, WI. 

24 Pray for pastors both active and retired Bill Jacobson, John West, Gene Wickman, 
Kevin Kaiser, John Autio, and Amanda Kossow as they celebrate anniversaries of 
ordination this month. 

25 Pray for the World Hunger Committee meeting today at 11 a.m. in Room 202 at Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Marquette. 

26 For those men and women in the armed forces defending our country and 
their families who miss them and sometimes struggle in everyday life without those 
they love. 

27 Pray for pastors both active and retired Craig Mansur, Devon Barrix, and Kenneth 
Lahners as they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

28 Pray that all children may receive a quality education and that government 
officials will make this a priority when allocating funds. 

29 Pray for pastors both active and retired Dave Christenson, Kate Schruba, and Doug 
Norquist as they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

30 For those families taking children to college for the first time and missing them 
already.  We pray that the almost adult children will be safe and will be industrious in 
their studies. 

31 Pray for retired pastors and their spouses – Rev Norman & Mary Peterson, 
and Rev Douglas & Susan Johannes.   

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 
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          Prayer Calendar – September 2014 
 

1 Pray for all the workers in this country, past and present on this Labor Day. 

2 Pray for those pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: Gene 
Wickman, 9/08, Thomas Skrenes 9/08, Chris Laursen 9/09, Judith Kirchoff 
9/09, and Rell Spickerman 9/10. 

3 Pray for teachers and educators and all who work in schools as they share their 
gifts.  Pray for all students as a new year of classes begins. 

4 For the Bishops attending the Region 5 Bishops’ Conference in LaCrosse 9/3-9/4 

5 Pray for pastors Cori Johnson, Nancy Kauppi, Mark Bangert, and Tracy Polzin as 
they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

6 Pray for the members of Keysville L.C., Keymar MD (Rev Charles Barnhart), Mt. 
Tabor, Rocky Ridge MD (Rev James Russell) and St. James, Union Bridge MD 
(Rev Richard Michael.) 

7 Pray for all those workers for Christ who celebrate this weekend by doing God’s work, 
Our hands in their communities.  

8 Pray for our Bishop Thomas Skrenes as he celebrates his birthday this day!  
We ask God’s blessings on Bishop Tom and we give God thanks for his ministry 
with us. 

9 For those gifted and diligent church musicians who always practice and perform above 
and beyond our expectations.  Thank you for making our worship a gift to God. 

10 Pray for all those troubled and depressed people who may be contemplating 
suicide; that they will seek help.  Suicide can be prevented and lives can be 
improved.  We give thanks all those doctors, nurses, and counselors who are available to 
help those so troubled.  

11 Pray for those pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: Kenneth 
Lahners 9/11, George Olson 9/12, Steven Solberg 9/14, Art Weiss 9/20, and Mary 
Weinkauf 9/22. 

12 Pray for the members the Synod Council as they meet at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
today and tomorrow and for the Constitution Committee that meets today also at FLLC 
at 1 p.m. CT 

13 Pray for pastors Dave Hueter, Timothy Nyikako, and Greg Mileski as they 
celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

14 Pray for Rally Days and the beginning of Sunday Schools across our synod 
this month as children are once again engaged in Christian Education and learning 
that “Jesus Loves Me!”   

15 Pray for those struggling with gender orientation and identity issues and for 
those counselors and clergy who help them.  Pray also for a change of heart for those 
who disparage these often misunderstood people. 
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16 Pray for the members of Mt. Union, Taneytown MD (Rev Larry Petry), St. Luke, 
New Windsor MD (Rev Anne Durboraw) and Christ, Upperco, MD (Rev Michael 
Adams.)  

17 For those attending the NGLS Endowment Workshop with Larry Westfield at 
Prince of Peace, Eagle River, 6:30 – 8 CT, today and at Zion, Marinette tomorrow 6:30 – 
8 CT.  

18 For farmers who are harvesting their crops; we pray for good weather and 
sufficient help.  

19 Pray for the members of Kurasini Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS Companion Congregation, St. James in Rudyard (Rev Matthew 
Lamb, pastor.) 

20 For the Women of the ELCA as they meet Sept 19-22 at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp.  

21 For members of Emmanuel in Menominee and their interim pastor, Lee Goodwin, as 
they continue in the call process during a pastoral vacancy. 

22 Pray for all those in our synod attending seminaries and especially we pray for Mark 
and Tina St. Aubin. 

23 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors – Ruth Groth and Lavina Goodrich. 

24 Pray for those pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: Mary 
Beth Kovanen 9/25, David Christenson 9/27, Peter Vorhes 9/28, and Lee 
Goodwin 9/29. 

25 For those attending the Lay School for Mission/Licensed Lay Ministry Board 
Meeting at the Synod Office, 11:00 today.  

26 As we celebrate the 10th anniversary of the first prayfaithfully devotion 
this day and our synod prayer ministry, we pray for all who have written 
devotions, all who have been pray-ers, and all whose lives are touched by 
prayer.  We thank God for these faithful witnesses. 

27 Pray for pastors Kari Vadis, Timothy Vadis, and Kristin Rice as they celebrate 
anniversaries of ordination this month. 

28 Pray for our retired pastors and their spouses – Rev Duane & Kathy Priebe and Rev 
Paul & Sandee Raappana. 

29 As we begin to see signs of autumn, we give thanks for the change of seasons, the 
beautiful fall colors, and the special scent in the air in the NGLS. 

30 Pray for Bishop Skrenes and all of the Bishops as they travel and gather for the 
Conference of Bishops meeting in Chicago, October 1-7. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

  

 



Thank You for Your Gifts! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Bishop’s Discretionary 
 Rev. LaVonne Stephenson 
 
ELCA Disaster Funds 
 Salem, Ironwood 
 All Saints, Wakefield 
 Grace, South Range 
 Bethany, Amasa 
 Bethany, Norway 
 Zion, St. Ignace 
 

ELCA Malaria Initiative 
 Grace, South Range 
 Pioneer Lake, Conover 
 Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
 Our Redeemer, Newberry 
 Zion, St. Ignace 
 

Endowment /Answer the Call 
 Trinity, Trout Creek  
 All Saints, Wakefield 
 Faith, Calumet 
 Holy Trinity, Chassell 
 Good Shepherd, Houghton 
 United, L’Anse 
 Bethany, Mohawk 
 Trinity, Rhinelander 
 Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner in     

           memory of Rev. Edwin Barsness 

 Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
 Porterfield, Porterfield 
 Bethany, Perkins 
 Bethel, Cedarville 
 St. James, Rudyard 
 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 Community, Palmer 
 Swen & Martha Nurkala 
 Rev. Kevin Kaiser 
 M. Jean Belkonen 
 Roger & Kay Knuth 
 

General  NGLS Ministries 
 Lutheran Campus Ministry 

 

Kemppainen Scholarship Fund 
 
Lutheran Immigration & 
Refugee Service 
 United, L’Anse  

  
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 United, Crystal Falls 
 Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
 Calvary, Rapid River 
 Grace, Gwinn 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 Immanuel, Negaunee 

 
Lutheran Social Services 
 Trinity, Ishpeming 

 
Lutheran World Relief 
 Salem, Ironwood 
 Zion, Marinette 
 Calvary, Rapid River 
 St. James, Rudyard 
 Zion, St. Ignace 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 

Maternity/Malaria Project 
  

   
Mission Outreach 
 Faith, Calumet 
 Immanuel, Escanaba 
  

Seminarian Support 
 Calvary, Minocqua 
 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 Eden, Munising 
 Raymond & Mary Stephenson in          

             memory of George Stephenson 

 Robert & Helen Saari 

 
 
 
 
 

Skogman Scholarship Fund 
 Jo Skogman 
 Thomas & Patricia Morgan 
 Rev. Dean & Elaine Peterson 
 Velma Schmidt 
 Roy & Kristine Olson 
 Our Savior’s, Marinette 
 Elvi Johnson 
 Rev. George & Ruth Olson 
 J. Wayne & Sara Lynn Little 
 Patricia Grant 
 Robert & Marleen Christiansen 
 Rev. Maxine & Lloyd Gray 
 Rev. David & Arlene Van Kley 
 Roger & Nancy Schumacher 
 Allen & Juanita Bussmann 
 Revs. Jon & Jean Schmidt 

  
Tanzanian Projects 
 Christ Lutheran Parish 
 Holy Trinity, Chassell 
 St. Paul, Mass City 
 Ascension, Minocqua 
 Jim & Karen Carter 
 Dr. Jim & Martha Hayward 
 Cluster 2 WELCA 
 Bishop Tom & Luanne Skrenes 

  
 Voices for Youth Appeal 
  
 

World Missionary Support 
 Trinity, Rhinelander 
 Bethel, Ishpeming 
 



Why I Encourage Endowments!  
 

During my ministry, I’ve initiated or co-chaired setting 
up three different endowments: Faith Lutheran Church, 
Calumet, the Keweenaw Community Foundation, and 
the Northern Great Lakes Synod Endowment. 
 

Why - because of my understanding of Scripture, mission and money 
management. 
 
After His resurrection, Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?”  If so, “Feed 
my lambs…Tend my sheep.”  (John 21:15-18) 
 
Where do you find green pastures and still waters to feed sheep and tend 
lambs in northern Wisconsin or the Upper Peninsula during the winter?  
You don’t!  Thus, you need to have a legacy of hay stored in the barn or 
yard.  To be a faithful shepherd of sheep, you have to plan ahead.  If you 
don’t lay up additional resources during the growing season, winter 
conditions will kill your sheep and lambs. 
 
I apply that truth to money management of our family’s mission and to the 
money management of the synod’s mission. 
 
During the growing season, Deloris and I contribute significantly to our 
congregation and its benevolence efforts.  Benevolence is crucial in 
supporting the numerous programs described in our Assembly Packets.  
Good, healthy benevolence giving ministers to the sheep and lambs under 
our worldwide care. 
 
But there are times when regular benevolence doesn’t meet the needs.  
Current income is not always available to feed Christ’s sheep or the 
expenses of Christ’s ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Synod Endowment Fund is thus a wonderful tool.  You put in a 
bequest, an annuity, a life insurance policy or cash during the good times.  
Then, when there is need, you take the interest and dividends earned to 



feed Christ’s sheep and tend Christ’s lambs.  The corpus remains, and 
grows.  It is the income earned which is spent.  As the community 
foundation correctly asserts:  “Your investment does good forever.” 
 
Deloris and I strongly support our local congregation with benevolence 
dollars.  We have also contributed to the endowment each of the years 
since its inception.  You can choose to establish designated accounts for 
how the interest from your contribution should be spent.  For example:  
Vince, of Escanaba, established an educational legacy in his community.  
But he also invited Deloris and myself to his home, asked about our work 
in Africa, and used the synod foundation to provide permanent 
scholarships for education of orphans and poverty students at Kisarawe 
Secondary School in Tanzania and continuing education for one teacher 
per year at Tumaini University.   
 
With nearly $1.5 million presently in the endowment corpus, over $70,000 
of non-benevolence money was spent in 2013 to feed the sheep and 
lambs under the synod’s care.  Here are typical examples of expenditures. 
 a.   Rural church ministry in our synod 
 b.  Scholarships of $6,500 for students from NGLS    
  enrolled in seminary.  Out of the 65 ELCA synods, we                                         
                    provide the most help per student.  We want to develop   
   pastoral leaders! 
         c.    Young graduates, who often leave seminary with          
   $40,000 educational debts, enter our synod 
   and need a helping hand in reducing  
   their debt, can apply for a stipend. 
 d.   Lay Schools for Mission across our synod 
 e.   Mission Renewal for Congregations 
 f.   College / Campus Ministry 
 g.   Tanzania Dental Mission 
 h.   Stewardship Leadership Development 
 
I HAVE SEEN IN PERSON HOW YOUR ENDOWMENT GIFTS HAVE 
FED Christ’s sheep and tended to Christ’s lambs!  I thank God for 
your participation and encourage you to use the endowment fund to 
provide a permanent legacy of feeding sheep and tending lambs. 
 

- Rev. Bob Langseth 
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