
 

From the Bishop 

                              WORSHIP WITNESS WELCOME 

                     IN PRAISE OF THE “KYRIE” 

My phone rings one Monday morning.  “Bishop,” she says.  “I can’t  believe 

it.  I was on winter vacation in Florida for the last three Sundays.  We decided 

to go to a different Lutheran Church each Sunday.  I just can’t believe it!  The 

worship services were so different, but all three of them never had within 

them a ‘Confession of Sins’ as a part of the liturgy.  Do you know what else,  

Bishop, no ‘Kyrie.’  I miss that so much—no ‘Confession of Sins’ and no 

‘Kyrie’ in Lent.” 
 

I told our “snow birding” parishioner that Lutheran worship does have a lot of alternatives and   

options. Yet, what she said to me that morning struck a deep chord within me. I know what she 

means when she says she misses these important parts of the liturgy!  When I lead worship, there 

is something very powerful about the words, “In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was giv-

en to die for us…I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins…”  The “Kyrie” 

speaks to all of us when we say to God in worship, “For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the church of God…” 
 

On a recent Sunday, I attended worship in one of our congregations in our synod.  I sat in the pew.  

I just showed up.  I was well fed that day!  The music was great.  The sermon was very fine, and 

the hospitality of the people was just superb.  On the way home, I was thinking about the worship 

service and decided that what I appreciated the most that morning was not the coffee and conversa-

tion, not the choir or even the sermon.  It was the “Confession and Absolution” and the “Kyrie.” 

One reason to worship God is to participate in the awesome splendor of this God in Christ Jesus 

who reaches down to me and forgives my sins and promises me life. 
 

In our “Evangelical Lutheran Worship,” the service book of this Church, we have many worship 

options.  One wonderful opportunity is to use hymns as a Kyrie.  My favorite Kyrie hymn is the 

Slavic-American classic, “Your Heart O God is Grieved.”  It is Number 602 and sits in the midst 

of several dozen hymns that would be great Kyries in all church seasons. I recommend them to 

you! 
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CONFERENCE OF BISHOPS 

SPRING MEETING 2015 
 

 

Twice a year, the 65 synod bishops, the Churchwide Bishop and the Secretary 

of the ELCA gather in Chicago as a Conference of Bishops.  We are together 

to worship, hear reports from various leaders in the Church and to discuss the   

various issues facing all of us.  This March, the bishops: 

 

*Reviewed the seminary graduate candidates available for placement in our congregations.        

In the process, I received the names of three persons who will now be considered for ordained 

ministry in our synod. After I meet all three of them and review their profiles, we will             

recommend them to our congregations for Call.  These are very exciting times for them and for 

the congregations involved. 

 

*Discussed the financial situation of our Churchwide organization, our synods and our          

congregations.  We heard that while the last fiscal year had a positive cash picture for      

Churchwide, the income to ELCA from congregations and synods was down by about 1%.  A 

similar picture is being projected for 2015. I serve on a “Think 

Tank” for  Mission  Support. We submitted our report at this 

meeting, which calls for more experimentation from our    

synods in financial matters, and for the development of more 

streams of income for congregations and synods, including the 

further development of planned giving. We also heard positive 

reports about the ELCA Capital Campaign now in process. 

 

*Recommended that the lay rosters of this Church (Associates in Ministry, Diaconal Ministers,  

Deaconesses) be combined into one roster with one name, but that the name of an entrance rite 

for that combined roster be delayed.  The issue is whether to call the entrance rite “ordination,” 

“consecration” or something else. 
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*Heard from Bishop Donald Kreiss of the Southeast Michigan Synod that 

27,713 persons are already registered for the 2015 Churchwide Youth        

Gathering in August in Detroit.   It will be a great time for all in attendance, 

including the 150+ from our synod! 

 

*Thanked Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and other Church leaders as we continue 

discussions with the Ethiopian Mekane Yesus Church.  The Ethiopian        

Lutheran Church has expressed significant disagreements with the 2009     

actions of the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, which decided to allow gay and 

lesbian pastors in committed relationships to serve as pastoral leaders. 

 

*Reviewed the work of our Church benefit provider, Portico, and reflected on many other areas 

of  ministry in this Church including theological education, military chaplaincy, advocacy for the 

poor and marginalized and communion practices. 

 

*Discussed the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation and the 

work that continues with our Roman Catholic friends and other 

ecumenical partners.  I have already had conversations about  

this commemoration in 2017 with the Roman Catholic Bishop in 

Marquette.  More later! 

 

 

*Thanked God for God’s faithfulness, including the ministry of soon to be 

retired Bishops Leonard Bollick of North Carolina and Ralph Dunkin of 

West Virginia.          
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Bishop Thomas A. Skrenes  (continued) 

 

Congratulations! 
 

*Congratulations to the people of Grace in Pembine 

as Pastor Jeremy Nausin was installed on March 

29th. He was ordained into the ministry of Word  

and Sacrament on March 1 and comes to us with a 

new born baby and his wife, Erin. Welcome to the 

synod!  
 

*Congratulations to the people of First in Gladstone 

as their new pastor is installed on Sunday, April 26. 

We welcome Pastor Tom Otis and his spouse, Car-

lene, to our synod. All are invited to the installation. 

Clergy are encouraged to process—the color of the 

day is red. 

 

*Congratulations to Emmanuel in Menominee on 

their new pastor who begins his work June 1.  Pastor 

Mark Laatsch comes to us from the Northern       

Illinois Synod and will bring with him his wife, 

Amy, and their three children. God bless your     

witness in our synod! 

 

*Congratulations to Pastor Art Weiss, who has    

received a call to serve as Camp Director in Alberta, 

Canada.  His ministry continues in the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Pastor Don Wandersee (Retir ed, Menominee) 

is returning home in April as he continues to make 

progress after a stroke. God bless his recovery.    

           

* God bless the family of Mary Williams, the wid-

ow of Pastor Robert Williams.  Mary died in Mil-

waukee on March 20th.  “Rest eternal and may 

light perpetual shine upon her.” 

 

*Remember in your prayers, the family of Pastor 

Thomas Lindblad, who died on Monday       

evening, March 30th.  He was 80 years of age. 

Pastor Lindblad served six congregations in our 

synod and four in other synods. You may send 

your condolences to his family in care of: Mrs.  

Ora Lindblad, 3400 10th Street #37, Menominee, 

MI49858. 

 

 

 Welcome Home! 

*Blessings to Pastor Bonny Kinnunen who has 

returned from her three months of service with the 

Sisters of Charity in India.  She has stories to tell! 
 

Thank you ! 

*God keep Clay Hilman as he concluded his min-

istry as Licensed Lay Minister at Gloria Dei, Han-

cock, March 1.  He and his spouse are star ting 

a business in Hancock. Thanks, Clay, for your 

work in our midst!     

TRANSITIONS 

+Thomas A. Skrenes                                                                                                    
Bishop 

Please  Pray for... 
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“Now the 
green blade rises, 

from the 
buried grain…” 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

As someone who spent her younger childhood 

in St. Louis, and then the rest of her growing  

up years in Minnesota, for most of my life I 

have associated Spring with daffodils, tulips, 

and tree blossoms.  The winter coat and boots 

would be put away and replaced with a light 

jacket and flimsy sneakers.  Spring meant green 

grass, thunderstorms, the smell of warming soil, 

and lots and lots of flowers. 
 

Then we moved to the U.P.   
 

For the last 13 years,  I have struggled through 

March and April, and even May, because I   

was ready for Spring, that is the Spring I was 

used to, the Spring I expected, and still Spring 

as I understood it, didn’t come.  After all, the      

calendar said it was Spring, people even        

rejoiced that it was Spring, and yet there was 

not a daffodil or a tulip in sight. 
 

The gap between what I hoped for, what I     

expected, and what was actually the reality 

made me irritable, anxious, and a little sad.   

The thing is - I like winter.  I like snow.  I don’t 

think I suffer from Seasonal Affective Disorder.  

But when the calendar flips to March and 

there’s still three feet of snow on the ground,    

I found that I would get a little grumpy. 
 

This year however, something is different.   It 

has only taken me thirteen years, but finally I 

have succeeded in redefining Spring, not only 

in my mind, but in my expectations, in what 

PASTOR KATHERINE FINEGAN 

gives me joy about Spring, in where I find hope 

and signs of the coming season of new life.  

Spring is no longer tulips, daffodils, and blos-

soms.  That’s June.  That’s summer. 
 

I now define Spring as receding snow banks, 

longer light, and an occasional tease of above 

freezing temperatures.  Forget the Easter egg 

hunt outside.  Spring in its true fullness is hunt-

ing for what the dog deposited in the yard over 

the winter, with new treasures that emerge after 

every brief thaw.  Spring is freezing and thawing 

driveway mud, matted grass that needs to be 

raked clean of plowed pebbles and sand, and the 

occasional rain shower that may well turn to 

snow and return the landscape, albeit briefly, to 

its January look.  

 

While this definition of Spring is not so glamor-

ous or glorious, it is the Spring that is most     

regularly experienced in the U.P.  It is the reality 

of Spring here.  Now that I accept what Spring 

really looks like and what Spring really is, I   

can find joy in it instead of exasperation and  

disappointment. 
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So what if we find a new definition for what 

is church?  Our expectations of what is church   

have been shaped and defined by years of past  

experience.  But what church was for me as   

a child, and what church was for my parents      

before me, and their parents before them is 

not the church that my children know as 

church.  I believe that when we expect church 

to be one way, and it consistently fails to be 

that, it makes us all irritable, anxious, and 

maybe more than a little sad. 
 

So what if we redefined church?  Maybe what 

that means will vary from congregation to     

congregation.  Some churches are situated in 

communities that no longer have many youth 

or young families.  So to expect a thriving 

youth program really makes no sense.  Better 

to expect and hope for a vital senior ministry, 

both that serves seniors in the community and 

engages the seniors in a way that deepens 

their discipleship and commitment to mission. 
 

Perhaps successful church will include folks 

learning how to talk about their faith, with 

each other and their families and friends, and 

maybe even people at work, or strangers in 

the café.  Perhaps successful church will 

mean strategizing about how to bring Christ 

to the community, without even thinking 

about new members or how much it might 

cost.  Perhaps we could redefine church in 

such a way that the priority is not maintaining 

things the way we think they should be, or 

trying to get back to the way things used to 

be, but discovering new ways to be church 

together, and not just in our buildings, but in 

our communities and in the world.  What do 

we expect from worship? What do we expect 

from our own church participation? From our 

pastors? From our Councils? From ourselves?  

It seems to me that redefining our expecta-

PASTOR KATHERINE FINEGAN (continued) 

tions in such a way that is life giving will give 

us unexpected joy.  Seeing our churches for 

what they are, instead of how they fall short 

compared to what our past experience of 

church has been, frees us to celebrate what is 

and meet the challenges of our current reality. 
 

Signs of new life will be different than before.   

Signs of success may have less to do with 

numbers and finances and more to do with a 

deeper engagement, stronger convictions, a 

wider reach of grace, a more palpable Christ-

filled presence in the community.  I do       

believe how you are church, and how we are 

church together is being redefined in this  

generation, and by this generation.   
 

It is a time of new possibilities, new hope, 

new ways of doing things.  As I write this, the 

temperature hovers around freezing, there are 

four inches of new snow on the ground, and a 

few flurries blowing in the chilly breeze.  But 

I’ve already filled two bags of treasures left 

by the dog, the driveway is more mud than 

ice, and the mail box has emerged from the 

snow bank.  Signs of Spring indeed, for 

Spring is not only coming, it is already here, 

and so is the Spirit of Christ, pushing and 

pulling, tugging and cajoling, maybe even 

dragging us kicking and screaming into the 

future church. 
 

Signs of new life are everywhere!  Do you see 

them? 

                                         Yours in Christ,   

                                             Pastor Katherine              

                                        Finegan 
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“St. Paul writes, “According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a     

foundation, and someone else is building on it.  Each builder must choose with care how to build on it.  

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.”

                                - I Corinthians 3:10-11 

 

How will we in the Northern Great Lakes Synod build on the foundation of Jesus Christ?  Pledg-

es, mission support gifts and designated gifts through February are all down substantially.  No 

doubt winter has been long and, for many, times are economically challenging. But we choose 

how we will respond to those challenges. May our choice be an unyielding trust in a loving and 

generous God, knowing that all we need will be provided. May we choose with care to build up 

the mission and ministry of Christ in our synod with thanksgiving for all Christ has done for us. 

          - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 2/28 2014 2015 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 834,355 829,089 -5,266 -0.6% 

Amount Received 106,295 97,005 -9,290  -8.7% 

Designated Gifts 18,548 12,600 -5,948 -32% 

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 
 

Full-time 

Emmanuel, Menominee  -  Pastor Lee Goodwin 

Immanuel, Rhinelander  -  Pastor Devon Barrix 

First, Ewen; Our Saviour, Paynesville; Trinity, Trout Creek  -  Pastor Bill Jacobson 

Eden, Munising  -  Pastor Dave Hueter 

Zion, St. Ignace; Trinity Brevort  -  Pastor Matt Lamb 

Siloa, Ontonagon; First of Winona & St. Paul’s, Mass City  -  Pastor John Autio 

First, Iron River; Trinity, Stambaugh -  Pastor Mike Laakko 

 

Part-time 

Faith, Rock  & First, Trenary  -  Pastor Allan Johnson 
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NORTHERN GREAT LAKES 

SYNOD 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE W E B  

W W W . N G L SY N O D . OR G  

F IND  U S  O N  F AC EB O O K   

April 5-11 Pastor Lee Goodwin 

April 12-18 Pastor Chris Johnson 

April 19-25 Pastor Devon Barrix 

April 26-May 2 Pastor John Autio 

May 3-9 JoAnne Barrix 

May 10-16 Pastor Doug Shoen’s Bible Study Group 

May 17-23 Pastor Ken Ranos 

May 24-30 Pastor Julie Belew 

May 31-June 6 Pastor Kari Vadis 

  

PRAYFAITHFULLY  
DEVOTION  SCHEDULE  

FOR  April & May 

 



  
  

SYNOD  CALENDAR  
  

  

  

  
8-10:  Bishop Skrenes, Pastor Chris Johnson and Pastor 
 Dave Hueter attend Companion Synod Meeting in 
 Chicago 
 

10-12: Bishop Skrenes attends Lutheran Men in 
 Mission Meeting in Chicago 
 

12:  Conference 8 Spring Meeting at Faith, Ishpeming, 
 3 p.m. ET 
 

13: NGLS Staff meeting at the Synod Office,  
 11 a.m. ET 
 

14:   Festival of Congregational Renewal Planning 
 meeting with East Central Synod at FLLC,  
 10:30 a.m. CT 
 

15: Conference 1 Clergy Breakfast with Bishop 
 Skrenes and Pastor Finegan at the Kinda 
 Kountry Kafé, Bessemer, 9 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

 The 2015 Pre-Assembly Report will be 
 available online at www.nglsynod.org 
 

17: Bi-Synodical Candidacy meeting at FLLC 
 

17-18: Church Staff Retreat & Captive Free 
 Concert at FLLC 
 

19: Conference 6 Spring Meeting at Christ the King, 
 Escanaba, 4 p.m. ET 
 

 Captive Free Concert at Immanuel,  Negaunee 
 

20: NGLS Stewardship Committee Meeting 
 at the Synod Office, 11 a.m. ET 
 

 NGLS Evangelism Committee meeting at the Synod 
 Office, 2 p.m. ET 
 

21:  Conference 3 Clergy Breakfast with Bishop Skrenes 
 and Pastor Finegan at Molly’s Café, Minocqua, 
  9-11:30 a.m.   
 

22:   Conference 4 Clergy Breakfast with Bishop Skrenes 
 and Pastor Finegan, 9-11:30 
 

23: NGLS Youth Committee Meeting at the Synod 
 Office, 10 a.m. ET 
 

23: WWW Task Force Meeting at Bethany, Ishpeming, 
 4 p.m. ET 
 

26:   Pastor Tom Otis Installation at First, Gladstone,  
 3 p.m. ET 
 

27: Conference 5 Clergy Breakfast with Bishop 
 Skrenes and Pastor Finegan, 9-11:30 a.m. CT  
 

28: Conference 2 Clergy Breakfast with Bishop 
 Skrenes and Pastor Finegan, 9-11:30 a.m. ET 
 

29: Conference 8 Clergy Breakfast with Bishop 
 Skrenes and Pastor Finegan at the Country Grill, 
 Ishpeming, 9-11:30 a.m. ET 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3:  Cluster 8 WELCA meets at Grace, Gwinn 
 

4:  Conference 6 Clergy Breakfast with Bishop 
 Skrenes and Pastor Finegan at Bethany, 
 Escanaba, 9-11:30 a.m. ET 
 

 NGLS Staff Meeting at Synod Office, 2 p.m. ET 
 

5: Bishops meeting with Lutheran Planned Giving 
 in Madison, WI, 10 a.m. CT 
 

6: Conference 7 Breakfast with Bishop Skrenes 
 and Pastor Finegan, 9-11:30 a.m. ET 
 

7:  Lay School for Mission/Licensed Lay Ministry 
 Board Meeting at the Synod Office, 11 a.m. ET 
 

 NGLS Campaign for ELCA Committee 
 meeting at the Synod Office, 2 p.m. ET 
 

9: NGLS Endowment Committee meeting at First, 
 Gladstone, 11 a.m. ET 
 

10: “Answer the Call” Sunday 
 

11:  Senior Day Retreat at FLLC 
 

14: Synod Office closed for Synod Assembly 
 Preparation 
 

15:  Synod Council meeting at Gloria Dei, Hancock, 
 2:30 p.m. ET 
 

15-17: Synod Assembly at Gloria Dei, Hancock;  
 Finlandia University, Hancock; and Good 
 Shepherd, Houghton 
 

18: Synod Office closed  
 

21: Transformational Ministry Committee meeting 
 at FLLC, 10 a.m. CT 
 

25:  Synod Office closed for Memorial Day 
 

26: Conference 8 Pericope (Text Study) at the Synod 
 Office, 10:30 a.m. ET 
 

28:  Synod Assembly Planning Review Lunch at  Hill 
 Top Café, L’Anse, Noon ET 
 

29: NGLS Staff meeting at the Synod Office, 
 1:30 p.m. ET 
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                 Synod Assembly 2015 

 
Theme:        “WORSHIP”         Dates:    May 15-17, 2015 
 

Location: Gloria Dei Lutheran Church & Finlandia University, Hancock, MI,                   
      & Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Houghton 
  

Special guests will include:  Rev. Kevin Strickland, ELCA Director of Worship, received his 
Masters of Divinity from Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, South Carolina. He 
has served congregations in South Carolina and Tennessee.  He is humbled and honored to have been 
called into the position of Director for Worship for the ELCA.  He says, “Worship is at the heart of 
our mission as Christ’s church and provides an opportunity for us to be made whole and encounter 
the Holy.  Worship equips us to be disciples in this world, striving for justice, and in doing so, we 
return often to the heart of our mission to be re-charged and fed.” 
 

Dr. Victoria Kisyombe, representing the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, has served the 
Lord for fifteen years and happily continues to serve as the Secretary to the Elder’s Council of 
Kijitonyama Parish.  Concurrently, for eight years she also served as the Diocese Chairperson for 
Social Services and is a Member of the Diocese Council. Dr. Kisyombe is recognized as a leader 
who has used innovation, initiative, and determination to empower women in Tanzania through 
SELFINA, a non-profit company which she founded in 2002. Given women’s lack of collateral and 

resulting lack of access to capital, she began piloting micro-leasing as a solution.  She changed the criteria of 
eligibility to enable women with no assets and little business experience to engage in commercial activities to 
support themselves and their families. In June, 2014, Victoria received a prestigious Global Leadership Award by 
Vital Voices Global Leadership whose Founder is former Senator Hillary Clinton.   
 

Special Music:  We are excited to announce that “Dakota Road” will be performing throughout 
the synod assembly and will be offering a free concert on Saturday, May 16th, at Paavo Nurmi 
Gymnasium  8 – 9:00 p.m.!  They will also be accompanying our Sunday morning worship at 
Paavo Nurmi starting at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Opening Worship:  Everyone is invited to attend the opening worship service on Friday, May 15th, at Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church in Hancock. Worship begins at 6:30 p.m. Bishop Skrenes will be preaching at this Holy 
Communion Service. 
 

Elections:  This year we will be electing a Synod Vice President, and a Synod Secretary, Churchwide voters, 
Discipline Committee members, Consultation Committee members! 

 

Quarters for Hunger:  We hope you have started collecting your Hunger offering!  Quarters or any 
type of currency, coins, or checks will be gladly accepted on Sunday, May 17th.  Please make checks out 

to Northern Great Lakes Synod. 
 

Saturday Evening Banquet:  During the banquet, we will be recognizing our clergy who are celebrating 
ordination anniversaries and /or retirement; Lay School for Mission graduates; and congregations celebrating 
anniversaries. 
 

Dedicated Display Time:  This year we are doing things a little different where displays are 
concerned.  Saturday’s assembly agenda has dedicated time for people to go to the display area at 
the Jutila Center (behind Gloria Dei Lutheran Church).  People are encouraged to speak to each 
display representative in order to complete the questionnaire regarding the displays.  A drawing 
for prizes for the most correct answers will be held at the banquet Saturday evening.   
 

Assembly Registrations:  Has your congregation sent in their assembly registration forms yet? All voter 
registrations being sent to the Synod Office will have to pay the late registration fee of $140. There are no late fees 
for visitors so it remains at $25. If your congregation is unable to pay online, a downloadable registration form is 
available at the bottom of the Synod Assembly web page.  This is to be filled out and sent to the Synod Office 
along with a check to cover all fees.   

For questions about Synod Assembly,  
please feel free to call the Synod Office at 906-228-2300, or email Louise at louise@nglsynod.org. 



  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

Bishop’s  Discretionary  Fund  
   Judy  Quirk  
  
ELCA  Disaster  Funds  
   Mission  United,  Pelkie  
   Trinity  Ev.,  Rhinelander  
   Bethany,  Amasa  
   Messiah,  Marquette  
  
ELCA  Good  Gifts  
   Holy  Cross,  Baraga  
   Bethany,  Norway  
  
ELCA  Malaria  Initiative  
   Mission  United,  Pelkie  
  
Endowment  /Answer  the  Call  
   Rev.  Kevin  Kaiser  
   Roger  Knuth  
     
Lutheran  Campus  Ministry  
   NMU  –  Sharon,  Bessemer  
   Good  Shepherd,  Peshtigo  
   NMU  –  Calvary,  Rapid  River  
   NMU  –  Grace,  Gwinn  
   Prince  of  Peace,  Marquette  
   NMU  –  Immanuel,  Negaunee  
  
Lutheran  Social  Services  
   Trinity,  Ishpeming  
  
Lutheran  World  Relief  
   Salem,  Ironwood  
   Calvary  Ev.,  Minocqua  
            Calvary,  Rapid  River  
              Zion,  St.  Ignace  
              St.  James,  Rudyard  
    Prince  of  Peace,  Marquette  

  
  

Maternity/Malaria  Project  
   St.  Paul,  Mass  City  
  
Mission  Outreach  
   Immanuel,  Escanaba  
     
Seminarian  Support  
   Sharon,  Bessemer  
   Zion,  Ironwood  
   Faith,  Rock  
   Eden  Ev.,  Munising  
        
Tanzanian  Projects  
   First,  Gladstone  
  
   Mkuza  Girls’  School  
      First,  Gladstone  
      Our  Redeemer,  Newberry  
  
   Kisarawe  Student  Scholarships  
   First,  Gladstone  
   Rev.  Philip  &  Rene  Johnson  
   Dave  &  Mary  Lou  Blomquist  
   Susan  Boback  
   Tracy  &  David  Rowe  
   Bishop  Thomas  &  Luanne  Skrenes  
   Rev.  Rudy  &  Darley  Kemppainen  
   Albert  &  Kathryn  Sundine  
   Helen  Ademino  
     
  Voices  for  Youth  Appeal  
   Emanuel,  Skandia  
  
World  Missionary  
Support  
   Mission  United,  
Pelkie  
   Trinity  Ev.,   Rhinelander  
   Trinity,  Ishpeming  

Thank  You  for  Your  Gifts!  



   Bethel,  Ishpeming  



  
Pack  Your  Bags  for  Global  Mission  Trip  to  Tanzania  
  
Habari  gani  or   “What’s   the  news?”   in  Swahili   is  an   important  phrase   to  know   if  you  are   traveling   to  Tanzania,  
East  Africa.  And  the  news  is  Women  of  the  ELCA  Women  Building  Global  Community  (WBGC)  travel  seminar  
will  take  you  to  Tanzania  Nov.  6-14,  2015.*  
  
Why   Tanzania?     As   we   look   toward   celebrating   the   500th  
anniversary  of   the  Lutheran  Reformation   in  2017,  we’ll   retrace  
many   of   the   same   steps  we   did  when  we   visited   Tanzania   in  
2000.  Tanzania  has  20  companion  synod  relationships  through  
the  ELCA  Companion  Synod  Relationships  program.  And,  our  
Ninth   Triennial   Gathering   international   guests   from   Tanzania  
invited  us!  
     
The   focus   of   the   seminar   will   be   daily   discipleship   and  
community.   We   will   engage   women   in   their   daily   ministry  
at  Mwangaza’s  Binti/Mama  Initiative  that   trains   intergenerational  
groups   of   women   on   issue   of   health,   HIV/AIDS,   nutrition,  
conflict   resolution   and   gender   violence.   We   will   also   visit  
Lutheran  World  Relief  projects  and  see  the  impact  of  women  on  
the  economy  through  women’s  co-ops  and  small  business.  We  
will  worship  and  fellowship  with  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  
Tanzania  Women   in   local   churches.   And   of   course   you   can’t  
make  a  trip  to  Tanzania  without  a  day  of  safari.  We'll  make  the  
journey  with  women  from  the  East  Africa  region.  
  

Making  Plans  
  
Cost  The  final  cost  will  be  determined  by  the  number  of  travelers.  We  currently  have  a  quote  of  $3,400,  which  is  
based  on   the  minimum  number   for  group   travel.  This  quote   is   inclusive  of  domestic  and   international  airfare,  
meals,  lodging,  ground  transportation,  visa  and  travel  fees,  gratuities  and  safari.  
  
Program  We  are  committed  to  practicing  accompaniment  with  our  sisters  in  Tanzania,  which  calls  for  flexibility.    
Since  we  will  not  have  all   the  answers   to  your  questions  before  you  need   to  make  your  decision,  consider—  
there  will  be   in-country   travel,   to  both  rural  and  urban  settings.  The  average   temperature   in  November   is  80s  
(high)  and  59  (low).    This  is  not  a  tourist  experience  and  many  amenities  are  modest  with  limited  options.    The  
itinerary  will  be  set  in  consultation  with  our  host.  
  
Time   line  We   will   assist   you   in   creating   your   own   plan   for   financing   your   trip.   The   time   line   will   include   a  
schedule   for  making  payments,  when  passport   and   traveler’s   information  are  due.  The   first   deadline   is  June  
15  at   the   latest   to   secure   you   space   with   a  $300   non-refundable  deposit.   At   that   time   an   account   will   be  
opened  for  you  so  that  you  and  others  contribute  at  any  time.  
  
Next  Step  You  will  need  to  respond  to  this  invitation  to  receive  future  updates  and  alerts.  Remember  you  can  
begin   this   process   at   any   time   before   the   June   15   deadline.   Though   we   look   to   create   a   diverse   group   of  
travelers  with  limited  spaces  available,  it  is  important  to  reserve  your  spot  as  soon  as  possible.  Pray  for  Women  
of  the  ELCA    and  all  who  are  discerning  whether  to  join  this  experience.  
  
*Exact   days  may   change   to   accommodate   the   program   being   planned,   availability   of   resource   persons   and  
travel  cost.  
  
For  more  information,  contact  Valora  Starr,  800-638-3522,  ext.  2741  |  valora.starr@elca.org  
  

    

  

    

International   guests   gathered   for   a   reception  
Saturday   evening,   July   26,   at   the   Ninth  
Triennial   Gathering.   From   left   are   the   Rev.  
Esther   Ngomuo   from   Tanzania   and   serving  
Nashville's  Christ  Lutheran  Church;;  and  Mary  
Laiser   and   Sara   Lomayani   from   Tanzania,  
North  Central  Diocese.  
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              Prayer Calendar – April 2015 

 

1 Pray during April, Cancer Awareness Month,  that all people are diligent about visiting 
their doctors and getting cancer screening tests.  And for all those currently fighting 
cancer. 

2 Just as Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, pray that each of us may find 
joy and purpose in a life of service to others as disciples of our Savior. 

3 At the foot of the cross, we see his tortured body and feel his pain, yet at 
the same time we experience this as God’s greatest gift.  Pray that as you 
leave the cross you take the crucified Christ with you. 

4 As the day ends and darkness descends, we do not yet see light, yet we know the 
blazing light of Easter is about to burst forth.  Pray for hope in the dark times of 
our lives and the lives of our loved ones, knowing that the life of the resurrected 
Christ shines as God’s gift to us.   

5     Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!   Alleluia! 
Say these words over and over this day – make this your breath prayer 
today and every day.  Take the risen Christ with you today and every day 
as you journey through life knowing that he has prepared a place for you             
in his kingdom. 

6 Pray for all of the Conference Clergy Breakfasts with the Bishop that will be shared 
this month. 

7 Pray for our Rostered Clergy, active and retired, who are celebrating birthdays this 
month; Mark Bangert 4/13, George Kaiser 4/14, Nancy Kauppi 4/16, John Autio 4/16. 

8 For Bishop Tom Skrenes as he travels to Chicago for Lutheran Men in Mission 
Meeting.  And for Pr Dave Hueter and Pr Chris Johnson who with the Bishop will 
attend the Companion Synod Meeting in also in Chicago.  

9 Pray for the members of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Bel Air MD (Rev. J. 
Lehr), Faith Lutheran Church, Salisbury MD (Rev Theresa Langdon), and Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Wilmington DE (Rev Kathleen Ierien). 

10 For children and families dealing with autism and other leaning disorders. 
11 Pray for Rev Breanne Johnson who is celebrating the anniversary of her 

ordination this month. 
12 Pray for First in Ewen, Our Saviour in Paynesville, and Trinity in Trout 

Creek and their interim pastor, Rev Bill Jacobson, as they continue in the call process 
during a pastoral vacancy. 

13 For all of the children that they are kept safe from abuse and cared for with love, 
patience, and understanding. 

14 Pray for those attending the Festival of Congregational Renewal Planning 
Meeting at FLLC, 10:30 a.m. CT  

 



15 Pray for the members of Tandika Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS Companion Congregation, Faith, Sault Ste. Marie (pastor: Rev 
Barry Levine.) 

16 Pray for our Rostered Clergy, active and retired, who are celebrating birthdays this 
month; Ken Ranos 4/20, Melinda Quivik 4/2, Doug Pohlman 4/24, Chrys Hendrick 
Levesque 4/28. 

17 Pray for all those attending the Church Staff Renewal Retreat, the Bi-Synodical 
Candidacy Committee meeting and the Captive Free Concert at Fortune Lake 
Lutheran Camp today and tomorrow.   

18 Pray for all of our Licensed Lay Ministers as they continue their  leadership positions: 
Darrel Diers, St. James, Marinette; Elaine Hendrickson, Our Saviour’s Atlantic 
Mine; Linda Forray, Calvary Quinnesec & Bethany, Norway and John and Sharon 
Babbit, First, Grand Marais. 

19 Pray for our retired clergy and their spouses: Rev Harry and Dorothy Andersen and 
Rev Gerald and Susan Anderson. 

20 For those attending the Stewardship Committee Meeting at the Synod Office, 11 a.m. 
ET, and the Evangelism Committee Meeting at the Synod Office, 2 p.m. ET. 

21 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors – Helen Rankinen and Judy Piel 

22 For this planet on Earth Day.  Pray that all people would take care of this place God has 
entrusted to us and preserve it for future generations by recycling and not 
wasting its resources.   

23 For those attending the Synod Youth Committee Meeting at the Synod Office, 10 a.m. 
ET, and for the NGLS Staff as they meet to prepare for the Synod Assembly at Synod 
Office, 2 p.m. ET, and for the WWW Task Force Meeting at the Synod Office, 4 p.m. ET 

24 Pray for all those children in grades 3-6 attending the Upper Elementary Retreat at 
Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp today and tomorrow. 

25 For all those suffering from malaria and those in danger of contracting malaria today 
on World Malaria Day.  

26 For Rev Tom Otis as he is installed as pastor at First in Gladstone at 3:00 today.  

27 Pray for our Rostered Clergy, active and retired, who are celebrating birthdays this 
month; Bob Patrick 4/29, Amanda Kossow 4/29, Bob Sutherland 4/30. 

28 Pray for all the green and growing trees and plants and the flowers that God has 
given us as they once more show us their glory and renew us after a long winter. 

29 For all the Seminary Students from our synod, but especially this month we pray for 
Ann Gonyea-Alexander who is graduating. 

30 Pray for the members of Grace Lutheran in Easton MD (Rev Karen Larson), Hope 
Lutheran in New Castle DE (Rev Daniel Swanson), and Reformation Lutheran in 
Milford DE (Rev Eric Evers). 

“We  pray  for  congregations  in  the  Delaware-‐Maryland  Synod  
as  part  of  our  domestic  partner  synod  relationship.”    
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1 Pray for all our Rostered Leaders, both active and retired who celebrate 

birthdays this month; Philip Johnson 5/1, Tamra Harder 5/4, and Erik Heskin 5/9. 
2 For those families attending the Adoption Retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran 

Camp May 1-3. 
3 Pray for all those graduates and their families at the Finlandia University 

Baccalaureate ceremony today. 
4 For those in prisons.  Keep them from harm and help them to keep from offending 

again. 
5 Pray for Bishop Skrenes as he travels to Madison WI to attend the Lutheran 

Planned Giving Meeting. 
6 Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month: 

Nick Johannes, Don Wandersee, Douglas Buck, Chris Laursen, Norman Peterson, and 
George Kaiser.  

7 For those attending the Lay School for Mission/Licensed Lay Ministry Board 
Meeting at the Synod Office, 11:00 and also for those attending the Campaign for 
ELCA Committee Meeting at the Synod Office, 2:00. 

8 Pray for retired clergy and spouses –Rev Ralph and Hilma Backman and Rev Mark 
and Kristi Bangert. 

9 For those attending the NGLS Endowment Committee meeting at First, Gladstone, 
11:00. 

10 Pray for Mothers everywhere on Mother’s Day.  Honor your mother and 
pray that all mothers become loving and responsible parents raising their children 
to honor and respect all living things. 

11 Pray for all our Rostered Leaders, both active and retired who celebrate 
birthdays this month; Marcia Solberg 5/10, Frederick Hallanger 5/21, and John 
Shallow 5/21. 

12 Today is National Nursing Day.  Pray for all those nurses in our congregations 
and everywhere who care for us and our loved ones when we are ill and most vulnerable. 

13 Pray for the members of St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Dover DE (Rev Patricia 
Payne), St. Mark Lutheran in Wilmington DE (Rev Fred Melton), and St. Paul’s 
Lutheran in Cordova MD (Rev Diana Hurd).   

14 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed.  We ask you, Heavenly Father, to 
send them opportunities to work, to keep their families well-fed, and to teach 
those of us more fortunate how we may help them. 

 



 
15 Pray for the Synod Assembly May 15-17 at Gloria Dei and Finlandia University 

in Hancock that begins this evening as we celebrate coming together to conduct business, 
learn, and worship together.   

16 May is Mental Health Awareness Month.  Pray for all those with any of the wide 
spectrum of mental illnesses and pray that more resources be provided for research 
and treatment of mental illness. 

17 For those who give freely of their time to serve on committees, task forces, and 
councils in all of the congregations in our synod. 

18 Pray for the members of Anzania Front Cathedral, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and 
their NGLS Companion Congregation, Messiah Lutheran, Marquette (Revs 
David Van Kley and Amada Kossow.) 

19 Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month: 
John Shallow, Dean Peterson, Frederick Hallanger, Doug Schoen, Dale Skogman, and 
Mary Weinkauf.  

20 Pray for all those addicted to drugs and/or alcohol that they will seek help and keep 
trying to stay substance-free even when they slip up. 

21 Pray for all those who are lonely and long for companionship and conversation. 
22 Pray for spouses of deceased pastors – Valdora Otto and Kaaren Ness. 
23 Pray for the members of First Lutheran and Trinity Lutheran in Iron River and 

their interim pastor, Rev Micheal Laakko, as they continue in the call process during 
a pastoral vacancy. 

24 For all those seminarians from our synod preparing for a life of ministry.  This 
month we especially pray for David Hendrickson. 

25  For all Americans who have died serving this country on this Memorial 
Day.   

26  Pray for all those in our Synod who are ill.  Pray that our great God will heal them or 
comfort and soothe those whom he is calling home to live with him. 

27 Pray for the peace makers in Afghanistan, Syria and in all other troubled 
lands.  We pray especially to keep civilians; men, women, and children safe from the 
violence they must endure each day. 

28 Pray for farmers, ranchers and all those growing our food and tending the soil.  
We pray that their growing season is bountiful and their work rewarding. 

29 For single parents who struggle to be raise responsible children and provide for 
them physically and emotionally. 

30 Pray for the members of St. Paul Lutheran in Newark DE (Rev John Keating), St.  
Philip in Wilmington DE (Rev Patrick Downes), and St. Stephen in Wilmington 
DE (Rev Dianne Loufman.) 

31 Pray for students who will be graduating in the coming days that higher education and 
employment opportunities will be available to them. 

“We  pray  for  congregations  in  the  Delaware-‐Maryland  Synod  
as  part  of  our  domestic  partner  synod  relationship.”  
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