
 

From the Bishop    

                                             GROWING LEADERS 
 

Two stories about two different congregations: At St. John in Small City, the 

new pastor sat down for her second church council meeting.  “It is a wonder to 

me,” she said.  “These people at St. John’s don’t need a pastor to tell them 

what to do.  They have a mission statement, know it, take it seriously, and are 

convinced they are moving in the right direction with their work and activities. 

I have never seen such a church where there are so many leaders with such strong ownership of the       

ministries.”  There was a different story across town at Transfiguration Lutheran, where the leadership 

depth was just not there for the new pastor now in his second month. “During the Interim time before I 

came here, not much was happening. No one took responsibility for much,” he said. “Attendance and     

offerings dropped. The confirmation class just about stopped meeting. In fact,” the pastor at Transfigura-

tion said, “three people have told me that I have to be the savior of this Church”.  I told them, “that I 

thought the church already had a savior!” 

 

The making of leaders, both laity and clergy, may be the most important thing the church does besides the 

hearing of the Word and the receiving of the Sacraments. How can we grow unless our leaders have a     

vision for growth? How can the church make a difference in the world if talented and capable leaders are 

not raised up by the Church. Without vision the people perish, scripture reminds us. What is our strategy to 

grow leaders in our churches? It is a great honor to be a leader in the church.  As we were electing the 

Synod Council Executive Committee in September, I told the Synod Council that it was a great honor to be 

a leader in the church and in the synod.  So often we hear from our congregation council members a regret 

to being elected to leadership. “No one else would do that.  I didn’t want the job but no one else stepped 

forward.”  I hear that on occasion from long time treasurers and council presidents. That attitude of regret 

of being considered a leader in the church of Jesus is just plain wrong.  If we don’t honor the Lord’s work 

enough to highly respect our work in the vineyard, how can we receive the best 

and the brightest? I recoiled one day when I heard a chair of a nominating com-

mittee at one of our congregations “invite” a person to consider council leader-

ship in her church by saying, “Don’t worry. Feel free to miss a bunch of church 

council meetings, it is no big deal!”  
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It is a great privilege to be considered by my Christian sisters and brothers worthy of the office of bishop.  

It is an honor for our pastors and laity to be asked to seek election as a synod officer, on the synod council 

or on the  council of every one of our congregations.  It is an honor to work on a committee, to help in the 

kitchen, to push a broom after a confirmation class, to help teach Sunday School or to attend to the altar. It 

is a privilege to be considered a word and  sacrament preacher or to sing in the choir or usher at the door.  

These are all leaders. These are all valuable workers in the kingdom. 
 

Over the next weeks and months, many of our congregations will be preparing for their annual meetings 

required by the congregational constitutions.  Church Council, board and committee members will be    

selected.  Offer your leadership and when you are asked to serve, think of the commitment necessary, the 

time to be consumed and the tremendous honor it is to be leading God’s people. I am very proud of our lay 

and ordained leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is our moment! This fall, now in our congregations you are invited to receive an offering for the 

churchwide and synod financial appeal—“All Things Made New!” We are in the midst of times that      

demand the church of Jesus step up and make a difference.  We can train new missionaries, new pastoral 

and lay leaders, advocates, evangelists and change-makers to build the church! 
 

We adopted a synod wide component to the ELCA campaign that will (God willing) raise $198 million and 

more.  Our synod goal is to have every congregation in the U.P. and northeastern Wisconsin participate in 

this project. 
 

Half of our synod receipts for “All Things Made New” will be used by the national church this year to 

build new congregations and renew existing congregations.  Half of our receipts in 2015 will be used to 

support the outreach of our church through Fortune Lake Camp and through handicap accessibility        

projects. 
 

It is exciting!  Receive a congregational offering.  What can we do together? Let’s talk about the possibili-

ties! When is your congregation this fall receiving this offering? 

 

 SABBATICAL THOUGHTS 

I have completed Sabbatical-Part I. There is a tall stack of books in my office that I read during my first six 

weeks on sabbatical. I have written several thought papers and prayed multiple 

times  through the Gospel of John.  I walked most every day and took some 

dedicated time to pray.  Over the next year, you will see a number of products 

of this sabbatical including a book review that is printed elsewhere in this 

newsletter.  I am eager to hear about your summer too! Sabbatical-Part II will 

be from mid-November to mid-December. Lots to do! 

 Bishop Thomas A. Skrenes  (continued) 
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 Bishop Thomas A. Skrenes  (continued) 

 

SEMINARIANS  SAY  

THANK YOU! 
 

$10,000 this year per seminarian! That is it! 

Thanks to the endowment work done over the last 

twenty-eight years, and thanks to the generosity of 

so many people who participated in “Answer The 

Call,” our program over the last fifteen years to 

assist synod seminarians, we can now say that, for 

the first time ever in the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America, a synod of this church is as-

sisting each full-time synod seminarian in the 

Northern Great Lakes Synod with $10,000 in tui-

tion assistance per year.   
 

We are eager to find more people who are inter-

ested in pursuing a call to ordained ministry!  Who 

in your congregation seems to have the gifts that 

could be shaped into an excellent pastor? Our 

synod candidates are few in number.  Certainly 

God is calling many young people into ministry.  

Look around you at worship.  Who could you see 

as a pastor? Pray that God might raise up women 

and men of faith to lead the church. 
 

This is good work—God’s work with your hands.  

Thank you!  We are building leaders! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR REFUGEES 

The Lutheran Church is not a stranger to refugee  

resettlement. Thousands and thousands of World 

War II Europeans were settled in the United 

States by the Lutheran Churches.  Lutheran    

Immigration Refugee Services and Lutheran  

Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michi-

gan have been instrumental in these years     

since WWII as settlers of Vietnamese, Cubans, 

Ethiopians, Somalis, Thai and a host of others.  

This year, at least 300 political refugees from 

Iraq, Ethiopia and Asia will find home and    

comfort in Wisconsin. 
 

Now we are faced with a new wave of immigrant 

people.  Our U.S. State department and Lutheran 

Social Services will be working together to assist 

hundreds and perhaps thousands of new political 

refugees coming to us from Syria and Iraq.  They 

are running from the murders and we as a nation 

and as a Church will help. It will take a long 

time (one to three years) for the Syrians and oth-

ers to clear security and begin their lives anew 

here. Most of the refugees will be housed in Mil-

waukee and Madison where public services and 

small Syrian communities already exist.  Some 

of the new refugees are educated, even middle 

class at home. Some are Christian, many are 

Muslim. With our church agency, LSS, we will 

help.  The six bishops of Wisconsin and Upper 

Michigan are cooperating with our friends in 

refugee resettlement to do what God is calling us 

to accomplish. You will hear more about this 

work in the months ahead as we, “Help the 

stranger!” 
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Bishop Thomas a. Skrenes  (continued) 

TRANSITIONS 
 

+Our Christian sympathy to Dr. Mary 

Blomquist and her family on the death of 

Dr. Arne Blomquist.  Known to many of us as a 

son of Zion Church in Felch, Michigan, Dr. Arne 

was a leader in the Companion Synod movement 

of the ELCA, the St. Paul Area Synod and with his 

wife was the founder of Tuimaini University in 

Tanzania.  He is also survived by his cousin Dr. 

David Blomquist. “O God our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come.” 

+God be with Pastor Tamra and Everett Harder 

as they mourn the loss of her father, Philip Zander.  

May they know God’s comfort and strength. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to these congregations 

receiving new pastors: 

 

+Immanuel, Rhinelander/Pastor Tammy Barthels 
 

+Eden, Munising/Pastor Ann Gonyea Alexander 
 

+Trinity, Brevort and Zion, St.Ignace              

    Pastor David Tielbar 
 

+Grace, Gwinn / Pastor Andrew Plocher 
 

+First, Iron River and Trinity, Iron River         

   Pastor LaVonne Stephenson 
 

 

 

+Synod Council Call (full communion partner) on 

behalf of “Portage Lake United Church” in     

Houghton who has contracted with Pastor Melinda 

Quivik 

 

+With thanksgiving to God for 116+ years           

of  ministry,  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church        

in   Marquette has voted and announces its       

closure on July 31, 2016. God has been              

gracious to the congregation. 

 

FAREWELL 

+Pastor Jesse Brown of Our Redeemer, 

Newberry, has been  commissioned as  

an Air Force Chaplain at Joint Base 

Charleston in Charleston, South       

Carolina.  Godspeed to the Brown      

family on this new path of ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

+Mary Anna Mette Iverson with parents Pastor 

Joe and Brianna Iverson - Holy Trinity, Chassell 
 

+Lewis Dashel Ehle with parents Pastor Scott and 

Stefanie Ehle – Bethel, Menominee 
 

+William Decker Kaiser with parents Pastor 

Kevin and Steffany Kaiser – Bethany, Republic 
 

+ Evgenia Solvieg Rasner with parents Pastor 

D.J. and Amanda Rasner – Gloria Dei, Hancock. 

 

 

+Thomas A. Skrenes 

Bishop 

 

 

Pastors 
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Do not be conformed to this world,                     

but be transformed by the renewing of               

your minds, so that you may discern                  

what is the will of God—what is good                 

and acceptable and perfect. 
~Romans 12:2 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

As I write this, it is a beautiful end of summer,  

beginning of autumn day.  The temperature blazes 

summer, but the ferns are brown, and the trees are 

looking drained, like the green is leaking out their 

roots into the grass.  There are even some over 

achieving leaves that have started to turn.  I see 

more than a few patches of bright red flare out 

from the woods, and yellow leaves wink among 

the fading green foliage. 

 

The leaves…they are a-changing.  And of course, 

so it goes.  Even as I pray that the frost holds off 

until more of my tomatoes ripen, I know that the 

days are getting shorter, and the colder nights are 

only a hint of the grey chill to come. 

 

I love the change of seasons.  I’m not sure that I 

could easily adjust to a climate that is forever 

sunny and 72.  Even though it’s beautiful, I would 

miss frost and snow, wild thunderstorms, heat that 

rises too hot from the pavement, spring mud and 

the smell of dank soil.  I would miss it all.  There’s 

something in the change of seasons that for me, is 

renewing, that feeds the spirit, that has me thinking 

of new possibilities, and I don’t mean just a 

change in footwear. 

 

Perhaps it’s easier to enjoy the changes the season 

brings, because I know that the changes aren’t  

permanent.  The trees will not forever lose their  

 

 

 

 

 

 

leaves.  The ferns will not forever be brown.   

Winter will come and go, and will come and go 

again.  We can trust this.  Living where we do, we 

expect the seasons to change.  People even get 

cranky if the summer is too cold and the winter is 

too warm.  Although again, living where we do, 

we can even expect the weather to be changeable, 

no matter the season. 

 

So what about change in the church?  No matter 

how much we expect, and even enjoy, the change 

of seasons, changes within our churches easily 

cause great anxiety.  We do not trust that spring 

and new life will come again.  We try to hold on to 

what has always worked, even though it’s not 

working anymore, and we’re watching it shrivel 

and fall away.  We can’t make things be the same 

as they were any more than we can tape leaves 

back on a tree. 

 

But then again… we’re not supposed to.  New life 

doesn’t work that way. 

 

The season of new life comes after death, just as 

surely as spring follows winter.  It can be small 

deaths, the death of a program or a committee.  

The death of familiarity and the comfortable.  The 

death of routine and predictable.  Even the death of 

cherished ritual and long held traditions.  Deaths 

that we grieve.  Losses that take their toll on our 

joy. 

 

But God has promised, God has always promised, 

new life.  It’s time to trust that new life.  It’s time 

to commend our fears to God, and trust in the    

future of Christ’s church, that is where it always 

has been, in God’s loving hands.  

 

Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine finegan   



 

SABBATICAL  

NEWS 
 

~From the Assistant to the Bishop,                 
 Pastor Katherine Finegan 

When I was growing up, my father was a seminary 

professor.  Every 7 or so years, he went on sabbati-

cal.  For our family, what that meant was pulling  

up stakes for a year and going to another country   

to live.  Because my father loved history, he would 

move us to a country that had a lot of history, and 

still had opportunities to research whatever subject 

he had proposed to study for grant monies that 

would underwrite the expense. 

So when I was in first grade, we lived in Cam-

bridge, England.  When I was a sophomore in high 

school, we lived in Dublin, Ireland.  And just after  

I graduated from college, I “house sat” while my 

parents took off for Papua New Guinea and then 

South Korea.  My father had a knack for getting  

the most out of his sabbatical time. 

For my own sabbatical time, I propose something 

much less ambitious, but no less an adventure.  For 

some of November, all of December, and most of 

January, I will be trying my hand at writing.  I have 

had ideas swirling for some time, and it will be both 

a relief, and a challenge, to get these thoughts down 

on paper.  Whether or not it will be enough for a 

book, remains to be seen.  Whether or not it will be 

coherent and worth reading, again, remains to be 

seen.  But I am thankful for the opportunity to try. 

So I am not moving my family to some exotic and 

distant location.  I will still be available should 

some circumstance in the Synod require my atten-

tion.   

Thank you for your support and your prayers. 

 
PAGE 6 NOTES AND QUOTES  

The new life God promises may come slowly, 

trying something previously untried.  Trying, 

and failing, and trying again.  It may come like a 

blizzard before the leaves are raked, coming 

when we’re not altogether prepared for it, com-

ing before we could brace ourselves for it.  It 

may even come long after we have joined the 

Saints Triumphant, and our children and grand-

children will remember the days when the 

church struggled to meet the challenges of 

change. 

 

I do believe the more we see changes in the 

church as just another step in the church’s be-

coming, the more equipped we will be to meet 

the challenges, see blessing in the changes, and 

not react out of fear, or insecurity, or tighten our 

grip to the point of suffocation. 

 

Yes, there will be grief. Yes, there will be loss.  

But there will also be new life, new hope, re-

newal, and blessing, not only for the faithful who 

gather, but for the witness we will offer the 

world, a witness that proclaims the very real 

transformation of soul and spirit that we receive 

through the one who died and rose again, the one 

who shows us the power of death to bring new 

life, and beckons us to follow. 

Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine finegan  (continued) 



 

 

“May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive, and gladly, as thou blessest us,                                  

to thee our first-fruits give.“    -  2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

Congregational mission support gifts through August are $1,181 less than in 2014, while 

designated gifts through the synod and ELCA are over $10,000 greater.  Gifts to World 

Hunger and Fortune Lake account for much of the increase.  As we enjoy the abundance of 

the autumn harvest, may our gratitude for God’s blessings extend to sharing those blessings 

with others through the work of the Church, and may our giving be joy-filled and generous.

           

          - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 6/30 2014 2015 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 834,355 829,089 -5,266 -0.6% 

Amount Received 503,818 502,637 -1811 -0.2% 

Designated Gifts 103,540 113,714 +10,174 +9.8% 

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 
 

Full-time 

First, Ewen; Our Saviour, Paynesville; Trinity, Trout Creek  -  Pastor Bill Jacobson 

Siloa, Ontonagon; First of Winona & St. Paul’s, Mass City  -  Pastor John Autio 

First, Iron River; Trinity, Stambaugh -  Pastor Mike Laakko 

Porterfield, Porterfield; Beaver American, Pound—Rev. Ken Michaelis 

United, L’Anse—Pastor John Autio 

Faith, Sault Ste. Marie—Pastor Matthew Lamb 

Our Redeemer, Newberry—Pastor David Hueter 

 

Part-time 

Faith, Rock  & First, Trenary  -  Pastor Allan Johnson 
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W E ’ RE  ON  T HE W E B  
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F IND  U S  O N  F AC EB O O K   

October 4-10 Karen Carter 

October 11-17 Denise Laakko 

October 18-24 Laurel Kniskern 

October 25-31 Pastor Allan Johnson 

November 1-7 Jill Fries 

November 8-14 Pastor Joe Iverson 

November 15-21 Pastor Dave Christenson 

November 22-28 Jill Flickinger 

November 29-December 5 Pastor Andrea FLuegel 

  

PRAYFAITHFULLY  
DEVOTION  SCHEDULE  

FOR  October & November 

 



	

SYNOD	CALENDAR		
	

	
 

1-6									Conference	of	Bishops	in	Chicago	
6													Worship	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
7													Synod	Assembly	Planning	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
	 	Welcome,	Worship,	Witness	Task	Force	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	3:30	p.m.	ET	
8													NGLS	Staff	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
11											Headwaters	Conference	3	Fall	Meeting	at	Immanuel,	Rhinelander,	2	p.m.	CT	
															Installation	of	Pastor	Ann	Gonyea	Alexander	at	Eden,	Munising,	3	p.m.	ET	
11-13					Bishop	Skrenes	attending	Fall	Theological	Event	in	Delaware/Maryland	Synod	
12	 	Synod	Youth	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	10	a.m.	ET	
15-16					Bishop	Skrenes	attending	ELCA	Endowment	Meeting	in	Chicago	
18											Copper	Country	Conference	2	Fall	Meeting	at	Our	Saviour’s,	Atlantic	Mine,	1:30	p.m.	ET	
															Installation	of	AIM	Lisa	Johnson	at	Messiah,	Marquette,	10:30	a.m.	ET	
															IGO	Conference	1	Fall	Meeting	at	Zion,	Ironwood,	3	p.m.	CT	
															Delta	Conference	6	Fall	Meeting	at	Christ	the	King,	Escanaba,	4	p.m.	ET	
19	 NGLS	Staff	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
22										NGLS	Campus	Ministry	Meeting	in	Baraga	11	a.m.	ET		
															Menominee	Valley	Conference	5	Fall	Meeting	at	Northland	Village,	Marinette,	5	p.m.	CT	
23-24					Festival	of	Congregational	Renewal	at	Ascension,	Minocqua		(Synod	Office	closed	on	23rd)	
25											Four	Rivers	Conference	4	Fall	Meeting	at	Bethlehem,	Florence,	3	p.m.	CT	
	 	Superior	Central	Conference	8	Fall	Meeting	at	Prince	of	Peace,	Marquette,	3	p.m.	ET	
26-29					Pastor	Finegan	attending	DEM	Meeting	in	Chicago	
29	 	NGLS	Stewardship	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
30-31	 	Bishop	Skrenes	attends	Lutheran	Men	in	Mission	Meeting	in	Chicago	
	
	
	
	
	
	

5	 NGLS	Staff	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
6-8									Sr.	High	Retreat	at	Fortune	Lake	Lutheran	Camp	
7													NGLS	Endowment	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
8-10							First	Call	Theological	Event	in	Marathon,	WI	
10											Synod	Executive	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
11	 	Bishop	Skrenes	on	second	part	of	Sabbatical	through	December	9th	
15	 	Pastor	Finegan	on	Sabbatical	through	January	30,	2016	
26	 	Thanksgiving	Day	–	Synod	Office	closed	26	&	27	

2015	

November																		
															2015	



	
	
	
	
	
ELCA	Disaster	Funds	
	 Salem,	Ironwood	
	 Mission	United,	Pelkie	
	 Grace,	South	Range	
	 Ascension,	Minocqua	
	 Calvary	Ev.,	Minocqua	
	 Bethany,	Amasa	
	 Our	Redeemer,	Newberry	
	

ELCA	Malaria	Initiative	
	 Mission	United,	Pelkie	

	

ELCA	Walk	for	Water	
	 Prince	of	Peace,	Eagle	River	
	 	

Endowment	/Answer	the	Call	
	 All	Saints,	Wakefield	
	 Christ	Lutheran	Parish,	Ironwood	
	 Bethany,	Mohawk	
	 Christ	the	King,	Escanaba	
	 Zion,	Manistique	
	 Bruce	&	Nancy	Pikka	
	 Rev.	Kevin	Kaiser	
	 Sharon,	Bessemer	
	 Dale	&	Maureen	Berg	
	 Betsy	Slabaugh	
	 Roger	Colgin	
	 Kay	Knuth	
	
Lutheran	Social	Services	
	 Trinity,	Ishpeming	
	 Emanuel,	Skandia	

	
Kemppainen	Scholarship	
	 Rev.	Robert	Sutherland	
	 Brian	&	Loretta	Niemi	
	 Amanda	Kossow	
	 Marie	Chilman	
	 John	&	Ruth	Heidemann	
	 Revs.	Steve	&	Marcia	Solberg	
	 	

Lutheran	Campus	Ministry	
	 Christ	Lutheran	Parish,	Ironwood	
	 Good	Shepherd,	Peshtigo	
	 Calvary,	Rapid	River	
	 Zion,	Manistique	
	 Grace,	Gwinn	
	 Prince	of	Peace,	Marquette	
	 Immanuel,	Negaunee	
	

Lutheran	World	Relief	
	 Salem,	Ironwood	
	 Faith,	Calumet	
	 Zion,	Marinette	
	 Calvary,	Rapid	River	
	 Prince	of	Peace,	Marquette	
	

Organist	Workshop	
	 John	&	Pauline	Kiltinen	
	

Maternity/Malaria	Project	
	 	St.	Paul,	Mass	City	
	 	 	

NGLS	Mission	Outreach	
	 Immanuel,	Escanaba	

	
NGLS	Youth	Ministry	
	 Eden	Ev.,	Munising	
	 	

Seminarian	Support	
	 Shepherd	of	the	Lakes,	Sayner	
	 Faith,	Rock	
	

Skogman	Scholarship	
	 Bethany,	Norway	
	 Pam	Durbin	
	 Rev.	Robert	Sutherland	
	

Tanzanian	Projects:	
				Kisarawe	Student	Scholarships	
	 Rev.	Robert	&	Deloris	Langseth								
	 											in	memory	of	Glen	Liikala	
	

				Dental	Mission	
							Bishop	Thomas	A.	Skrenes	
	

Voices	for	Youth	
	 		Trinity,	Ishpeming	
	 		Emanuel,	Skandia	
	 	

World	Missionary	Support	
	 Mission	United,	Pelkie	
	 Trinity,	Rhinelander

Thank	You	for	Your	Gifts!	



 

NGLS Fall Conference Meeting Schedule 2015 
  

 Conference Meeting Date Meeting Location Time Synod Representative 
 1 - IGO October 18 Zion, Ironwood 3:00 p.m. CT  Bishop Skrenes 

  

 2 - Copper Country October 18 Our Saviour’s, Atlantic Mine  1:30 p.m. ET  Pam Long, Vice-Pres. 

  

 3 - Headwaters October 11 Immanuel, Rhinelander 2:00 p.m. CT  Barb Maines 

  

 4 - Four Rivers October 25 Bethlehem, Florence 3:00 p.m. CT  Bishop Skrenes 

                                   / Dinner    5:00 p.m. CT  
 5 - Menominee Valley October 22 Northland Village -Worship  6:00 p.m. CT  Eric Larson 
                                     \ Meeting  7:00 p.m. CT 
 
 6 - Delta October 18 Christ the King, Escanaba 4:00 p.m. ET  Pastor Finegan 

  

 7 - Three Lakes October 4 Zion, Allenville 4:00 p.m. ET  Rick Pink 

  

 8 - Superior Central October 25 Prince of Peace, Marquette 3:00 p.m. ET  Pastor Finegan 

 

 

 



	
Bishop’s	Book	Review	

	

"Power,	Politics,	and	the	Missouri	Synod:	A	Conflict	 that	Changed	
American	Christianity"	by	James	C.	Burkee	(Fortress:2011)	

The 1960's and 1970's are a time of bitter memories for many pastors and the 
laity of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  Growing up, I knew little of the 
conflicts that existed in that church body.  In the rural Madison community of 
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin in the 1960's, the dominant Christian denominations 
were Lutheran and Roman Catholic.  If you were of Scandinavian heritage, 
your synod was the  American Lutheran Church (ALC) and if you were of 
German extraction and Lutheran, you were Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod (WELS). I knew the Missouri Synod (LCMS) existed, but even as I was 
preparing to attend seminary in the late 1970's I knew virtually nothing of that 
church body.  Except that, like WELS, the LCMS did not ordain women. 

 
James Burkee is Associate Professor of History at the Missouri Synod school, Concordia University 
of Wisconsin.  His book "Power, Politics, and the Missouri Synod" is a study of this tumultuous time 
in the life of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. In essence, his work is a review of the life of the 
two key players in this conflict on the conservative side. Herman Otten, who would come to 
prominence as publisher of "Christian News," spent his career stirring the pot in his campaign to root 
out liberalism in the church body. Not shy in calling Otten out for his tactics, Burkee tells us that 
Otten's home turf was in the mud. Otten's co-worker in their revolutionary cause was J.A.O.(Jack) 
Preus.  These two leaders were often at odds with each other in the effort to reverse the moderate-
liberal trends in the church. Both men are the focus of Burkee's study.  Preus was a refugee from the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the churchbody known as the  "Little Norwegians."  He and his brother 
Robert would feature large in the Missouri Civil War. Jack Preus would be elected President of the 
church in 1969 and would serve until 1981 when he was persuaded to not seek another term by the 
threat of defeat by his own conservative wing of the church. Robert served as president of the 
LCMS's second seminary at Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 
 
No one can write a purely impartial study of any complicated historical event, especially if it 
occurred in the last hundred years. Professor Burkee is no exception to this rule. He does take sides. 
Preus and Otten are responsible for the conservative agenda which would be narrowly adopted by 
several LCMS conventions, and would change the trajectory of American Lutheranism. Burkee calls 
President Preus a politician not a theologian, a master of duplicity. "Conservatives hoped for a 
theologian but got the politician," he writes.  "Otten," Burkee writes, "continued to define 
'kookishness' and conservatism for Missouri." Accused of being a "Holocaust denier" by many, Otten 
was an ultra-right social and political conservative who wanted to make those philosophies part and 
parcel of the LCMS.  Burkee uses the time period of the 1960's and 1970's to define Jack Preus as a 
Missouri Synod Richard Nixon, complete with "Preus's plumbers."  Evidence for all of these 
characterizations are abundant and well documented in the book. In my own personal conversations I 
have had with pastors and district officials in the LCMS, this period is still an open wound.  Even 
conservatives who won the battles have expressed to me their regrets on how this happened a 
generation ago. Many careers and lives were damaged by the distortions and outright lies. In a 
conversation a decade ago with a moderate LCMS District President I was told that as long as he 
served in church leadership his goal was to "keep the clergy fascists out of his district." 
 
 



Where Burkee shines is how carefully he has researched this book.  Thousands of pages of new 
information and details from archives and  interviews with persons who up until this book's 
publication were silent. His notes and index make it appear that he nearly lived at the Concordia 
Historical Institute in St. Louis, the archives of the Missouri Synod. A sequel to this study would be 
in order.  It would be wonderful to read an account, equally well researched, of the struggles of the 
St. Louis Seminary during the pivotal period of the early 1970's. I would like to hear more of the role 
of Dr. John Tietjen, president of the St. Louis Seminary before the conservative takeover.  Especially 
fascinating would be reflections on his lack of political savvy in the struggle against the 
conservatives and what Professor Burkee calls his "Luther moment" a reference to the 1517 Diet of 
Worms when Martin Luther is reported to have made his "Here I stand" speech. Tietjen's  
misunderstanding of how the laity, clergy and congregations of the LCMS would oppose the 
conservative takeover would be both fascinating and tragic. 
 
When I went off to seminary in Columbus, Ohio in the fall of 1976, I had several classmates who 
remained in the LCMS yet were attending my ALC seminary.  Our churchbodies were at that time in 
full communion fellowship.  Several professors from Concordia Senior College (LCMS) and other 
Missouri schools were my teachers at seminary.  What was clear to me then from their conversations 
was the pain of this rupture in the church. Yet the hope existed in them as late as the mid-1970's that 
all of this conservative triumph in Missouri could be reversed.  It was not to be. 
 
So what can we in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) gain from reading Burkee 
and from understanding the LCMS experience?  Burkee makes a strong argument that the 
polarization of our American community is not just a political phenomenon. "We inhabit an age of 
rigid partisanship that has transformed society and our churches.  Today about eight in ten Missouri 
Synod Lutherans self-identify as "conservative" and  vote Republican.  ELCA clergy, conversely 
tend to self-identify as "liberal" (while ELCA laity divide more evenly).  Our churches have become 
as politically polarized as our Congress." (p.xiv) Burkee has it right. It is my experience that heavy 
majorities of churchwide ELCA executives, synod bishops and their executive staffs, and clergy in 
general are liberal in theological, cultural and social values and issues.  The lay members of our 
churches reflect more of the community they live in.  For example, of the 21 counties in the Northern 
Great Lakes Synod, sixteen of them were carried by the 2012 Republican presidential candidate.   
 
Laity have options that a middle class American economy has generated.  People are more 
commonly moving to communities (suburbia, rural, inner-city) that reflect their values.  Blue states 
are getting more blue and red states are getting more red! When I discuss politics and how to address 
partisan issues with our pastors, I remind them that in all of our congregations, without exception, at 
least 40% of our people vote largely for Democrats and at least 40% of our people cast their ballots 
Republican.  If pastors are too partisan they threaten to alienate a large part of their membership 
unnecessarily. Even in the 1970's, the difference between the laity and clergy was evident. Dr. Ed 
Fendt, President-Emeritus of the Columbus seminary told me then that, when he began teaching in 
seminary you could not find a Democrat professor at any Lutheran seminary of any synod but today 
(1979) he said you can count the number of Republicans on seminary faculties in the U.S. on one 
hand.  He told that to me in disgust!  
 
A concern of mine with the cultural polarization is the possible crisis of authority that can occur 
when laity and clergy think so differently on social and political issues.  In an age of less and less 
loyalty to a denomination, people will move to churches where they feel comfortable.  Part of that 
comfort is social-cultural-political similarities with their pastoral leaders.  A wise pastor will balance 
his own closely held political social positions with a prophetic edge.  How she or he does that is more 
art than science. 
 
+Thomas A. Skrenes 
  September 2015 



 

Festival ofFestival of  
Congregational RenewalCongregational Renewal  

Friday, October 23 – Saturday, October 24 
at Ascension Lutheran Church, Minocqua 

 
 

Event Schedule 
Friday, Oct. 23 (all times Central) 
6:00 pm Registration 
6:30 pm Opening Worship 
7:30 pm Welcome and  
  Presentation 
8:30 pm Reception & Displays 
 

Saturday, Oct. 24 
8:30 am Coffee & Registration 
8:45 am Prayer & Prizes 
9:00 am Workshops 
12:00noon Lunch 
1:00 pm Workshops 
3:00 pm Prizes & Prayer 
 

Only $10 a person  
Register by Friday October 16 
at nglsynod.org using Paypal 

or send check and registration form to 
Northern Great Lakes Synod 
1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 

Marquette, MI  49855 

  

Hotel accommodations are on your own. 



Confirmed Workshops 
~Faithful Finances: Church finances are complicated and full of potential pitfalls.  Learn what to do and what to avoid.        Betsy Koski 
 Three hours.  For audit committees, pastors, financial book-keepers, treasurers, money counters etc. 
~Talking about the E Word:  Evangelism is changing.  Cultural shifts require a new approach.                                     Rev. Dean Marin 
~World Hunger:  The ELCA gives all kinds of resources to make this a ministry priority.         The NGLS Hunger Committee 
~The Social Statement on Women and Justice:  The ELCA is formulating a statement.  Be a part of it.           Marsha Waino 
~ Story of Place and Displacement          Carol Jacobsen, Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary as presented by Lisa Johnson 

How does where you live make a difference for how you live and tell God’s story? Learn how Jesus’ attention to his 
context(s)and listener(s) shape how he tells his story and receives there, and consider how attention to context and place 
presents both challenges and opportunities in sharing God’s story with others.  

~Stewardship Today:  How does one talk about generous giving? Growing in giving? Faith and money?            Bishop Tom Skrenes  
~Who are the Churchless? Who is our target market?  How to reach the absent demographic.     Rev. Steve Solberg 
~Constitutional Review:  Is your constitution up to date?  The details aren’t important, until they are.    Rev. Doug Johnson  
~The Great Commission Agenda for Councils:  We say mission is a priority, but council time is all about bill fretting –  

A new approach to the Council agenda.                  Rev. Matt Lamb    
~Living in Stories     Colleen Windham-Hughes, California Lutheran University as presented by  Lisa Johnson 

We live by stories. In the middle of God’s story, which includes all of creation and the life of Jesus, we live and tell our life stories.  
Learn how living your story as part of God’s story shifts your perspective to find the good in your neighbor, community, and self. 

~Advocacy:  Facing our Shrinking Middle Class and the Affliction of Poverty:  How can I find my voice as an advocate, and what does 
 the church have to say?                 Rev. Cindy Crane 
~Poverty Simulation:  What is systemic poverty?  What does it look and feel like?                 Erin Olson, CAP Services 

~Rise Up Detroit!:  Friday Only A wonderful experience.  See the pictures.  Hear the stories.                     The youth of area churches  
~Use of Screens in Worship:  The challenges and blessings.             Rev. Keith Kolstad and Rev. Jim Duehring  
~Thrivent:  Abundant opportunities to receive support for ministry efforts.                  Thrivent  
~Contemporary/Traditional: A False Dichotomy                   Worship Jubilee participant Dave Dagenais 
~Funding Your Ministry - Forever:  Leaving a legacy, providing a future                         Darren Walloch 

~Better Newsletters and Bulletins:  Learn about structure, resources, layout, organization, content, and more.  
     Rev. Katherine Finegan 

~Lutheran Social Service:  LSS of WI. and the U.P: A social ministry of the ELCA              Rev. Jim Holmberg 
~Companion Congregations:  Find out how you, too, can partner in ministry with a Tanzanian congregation. 
                  Jean Hannemann and Judy Quirk 
 







	

 

To Equip Adults who work with Youth:  
Parents, Pastors, Grandparents, Teachers, & Staff. 

8:30am – 12:00noon  
 

 

 

 

Choose one of two workshops being offered: 

~~Saturday January 16Saturday January 16  at Bethany, Escanabaat Bethany, Escanaba, , 906906--786786--66426642  

~~Saturday February 13 at Bethel, IshpemingSaturday February 13 at Bethel, Ishpeming,,  906906--485485--55335533    

or INVITE US TO COME TO YOUR CONFERENCEINVITE US TO COME TO YOUR CONFERENCE!!  
Sponsored by the Youth Committee of the Northern Great Lakes Synod of the ELCA. 

 

Please detach below, and send it with $5.00 to 1029 North 3rd St., Marquette, MI.  49855 
 
Name______________  email _____________________ phone ________________ 
 
Location of Workshop I will be attending __________________________________ 

Presented by Lisa Johnson:  
Lutheran Campus Minister at NMU & Youth Director at Messiah, Marquette.    

Lisa has been trained to present “Practice Discipleship” curriculum written by leaders  
in the field of Youth Ministry and Theology.  

Lisa will present the work of seminary professors and university teachers.  

 

	



 “In July of 2015, two representatives from our Synod attended the Worship Jubilee in Atlanta, GA, Deb Ranos from Faith, Three 
Lakes and Dave Dagenais from Messiah, Marquette.  Dave Dagenais will be presenting at the Festival of Congregational Renewal 
at Ascension, Minocqua on October 23-24.  Here is an article from Deb Ranos recounting her Jubilee experience.” 

 

My Worship Jubilee Experience 
 

The week of July 20th, I had the pleasure of attending the Worship Jubilee in Atlanta, GA as a representative 
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod. The event was amazing, energizing, renewing, informative, and just plain 
fun. However, I should back up for just a moment. 
  
The Worship Jubilee this year was a joint event run by the ELCA and the 
Association of Lutheran Church Musicians (ALCM). In the past, the ELCA 
has thrown the worship Jubilee alone, however, this year they were able to 
secure a partnership with the ALCM in order to offer an even larger event. 
Musicians, clergy, and even some lay leaders are able to attend this event and 
worship, sing, attend plenary sessions, forums, and workshops throughout 
each day. As a musician, the conference provides a space for networking, 
finding new resources, getting ideas and tips for creating meaningful worship 
opportunities, and, of course, to live into our musical calling through worship 
and many other musical opportunities. Now that I've outlined what Worship 
Jubilee is, I'll continue with my experience.  
 
I've been looking forward to the Worship Jubilee since January when Pastor 
Finegan, Assistant to the Bishop, asked if I would go as one of two 
representatives for the synod. On Monday, July 20th, I boarded three different 
planes to make it to the Marriot Marquis in Atlanta where the conference was 
being held. Walking into the hotel was an experience in itself. If you've never 
been there, the Marriot Marquis has 51 floors (pictured right), all of which 
you can see from the lobby due to its open structure. Riding up the escalator to the Atrium level to check-in for 
the event, I felt my excitement bubbling for all that was to come. Adding to that excitement, as I was nearing 
the top of the escalator I heard my name being called. There at the top of the escalator was a Trinity Lutheran 

Seminary classmate and fellow musician from Hungary, whom I had not 
seen in four years. 
 
That first night, we held worship at the Cathedral of St. Philip, an 
Episcopal cathedral. This was the opening event, and what an opening 
event it was. Imagine filling a large cathedral with 800+ strong singers, 
singing hymns like Thy Strong Word in parts, with a full pipe organ 
keeping us together. Wow, just wow, talk about feeling the Spirit move.  
 
The rest of the event, we started each day with morning prayer. After 
morning prayer, we had a plenary session, the first two days this session 
was titled, "Holy Conversations, the Voice of Worship." These plenary 
sessions addressed what it is about worship that truly speaks. It was 
insightful and affirming. After the plenary, we had forums to pick from. I 
attended, "The Negro Spiritual in Worship and Concert Performance" and 
"In Splendid, Varied Ways" (a forum on ways to authentically include 
cross-cultural worships). Finally, each day had a plethora of workshops to 
pick from. It was hard to choose just one for each time slot, but I managed. 
Each forum and workshop not only gave me ideas for the future, and new 
views of worship, they also continued to reaffirm my call. Wednesday 
afternoon and Thursday morning, we had a plenary with Presiding Bishop 



Elizabeth Eaton about the ongoing renewal of worship in the ELCA. If you have never heard Bishop Eaton 
speak, find a way, she is amazing. Bishop Eaton defined the four emphases of understanding church: we are 
church, we are Lutheran, we are church together, we are church for the sake of the world.  She expanded one 
each as to what this means in regards to renewing our worship and our impact on the neighborhoods, states, 
countries, and world around us. 
 
Each worship was impactful in its own way. I already talked about the opening worship. The Tuesday night 
worship was held at Ebenezer Baptist Church. Ebenezer is the church where Martin Luther King, Jr. started his 
ministry. This service was powerful in a whole different way as we sang, prayed, and worshipped with our 
Baptist brothers and sisters. There were amazing soloists, including If I Can Help Somebody sung by Mary 
Harris Gurley, a contemporary of MLK, Jr., who sang at his funeral. It was a truly emotional experience and 
quite powerful. This is a worship service that will continue to stick with me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, for worship at Peachtree Road United Methodist Church, we did a journey, "The Church's 
Journey in Art and Song." This service was livecast over the web so others could join us. We did music 
ranging from traditional, to gospel, contemporary, contemplative, cross-cultural, and more. We had organ, a 
woodwind quintet, a praise band, drums, piano, a choir, and sang acapella. Each piece of music was 
accompanied by an appropriately themed piece of art. We sang Amazing Grace twice, yes, all five verses 
twice. But we didn't just sing it twice, each verse was done differently than the last, involving all the different 
styles and instruments throughout the hymn. We were all a part of the recession singing the words of Gracious 
Spirit, Heed Our Pleading, "Come, come, come holy spirit come," as we marched out together. 
 
Thursday was our last day. After we spent time in small groups discussing what worship renewal looks like, 
attending ad hoc workshops, and a brief summary of our small group discussions presented by Rev. Kevin 
Strickland, ELCA Worship Director, we gathered for our last worship together. This worship was traditional in 
most aspects, with the exception of a space after the sermon in which we were invited to go to worship stations 
throughout the room to experience worship through: foot washing, weaving prayers into a banner, baptismal 
remembrance at the font, prayers for healing and anointing with oil, meditation, advocating for different 
causes, and musical meditation. We then came back together for communion. Our preacher was Nadia Bolt-
Weber. Once again, if you haven't heard her preach, find a way to. She is a powerful preacher.  
 
The event finished with a banquet and fellowship after our worship service. On Friday, I left the hotel at 
5:30am and once again boarded three different flights home. This time, I was filled with excitement to be home 
again, but also feeling renewed and reassured in my call. It truly was an amazing, reenergizing, and worshipful 
experience. I am grateful I was able to attend for the synod, and look forward to being able to do a workshop 
about this event, or some aspect of it, at some point. 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
         Prayer Calendar – November 2015 

 
1 On this All Saints’ Day remember those who have gone before us – their care 

and support, their love and strength, their teaching and guidance, their faithful 
witness and example – all of their gifts to us of God’s grace.  Thanks be to God! 

2 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: 
Katherine Finegan 11/03, LaVonne Stephenson 11/09, and George Candea-Kromm 11/11.   

3 Pray for members of Peace Lutheran Church, Glen Burnie MD (Rev Kim Triplett), 
St. Michael, Perry Hall, Baltimore MD (Rev John Mohan), and St. John, Phoenix 
MD (Rev Brandon Cian.)    

4 Pray for retired pastors and their spouses: Rev Paul & Carol Holmstrom and Rev 
Nicholas & Judy Johannes.    

5 Pray for Pastors Sally Wilke, Jennifer Johnson-Wrege, and Tom Skrenes as the celebrate 
anniversaries of ordination this month. 

6 November is National Adoption Month. Pray for those children who are 
now part of a family and have a sense of belonging.  Pray for those children 
who continue to be a part of God’s family, while they wait for parents. Pray 
for all those who open their hearts and receive the gift of a child. 

7 Pray for those attending the Synod Endowment Committee meeting at the synod office 
today at 11:00. 

8 For those attending the Senior High Retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, 
November 6-8. 

9 Pray for all those attending the First Call Theological Event in Marathon these days. 

10 For the Executive Committee who meet today at 11:00 at the Synod Ofice. 
11 On this Veterans Day we pray for all of the brave men and women who served 

in our armed forces whether dead, retired from the military, or still serving our country.  
We thank them for defending our nation, its people, and standing up for oppressed people 
everywhere.   

12 Pray for the members of the Our Redeemer in Newberry and their interim pastor, 
Rev Matt Lamb as they continue in the call process during a pastoral vacancy. 

13 In these days of emphasis on stewardship, we pray that we may become better 
stewards of all that God has given us, our planet and its resources, ourselves, 
our time, our talents, and our possessions; sign of His gracious love.    

14 We send a prayer of thanks for all the police officers and fire fighters who risk their 
lives to keep us safe. 

15 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: Micheal 
Laakko 11/13, Warren Geier 11/13, and Kevin Kaiser 11/17. 

 



16 Pray for prayer ministries across our synod – prayer services, prayer chains, prayer 
shawls, prayer beads, whatever ways we offer prayer to God for those in need and those  
who rejoice. 

17 For those home-bound and in nursing homes who are lonely and long for 
companionship and conversation. 

18 Pray for Pastors Jim Wendt and Kurt and Mary Beth Kovanen as they celebrate 
anniversaries of ordination this month. 

19 Pray for members of Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson MD (Rev Christopher 
Chantelau),  Grace Lutheran Church, Hockessin DE (Rev Paul Lundmark), and 
Shepherd of the Glen Lutheran Church, Glenwood MD (Rev James Luedeke.)  

20 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors – Selma Karjala and Betty Linna.  
21 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month:  Earl 

Bergh 11/20, Tom Wickstrom 11/22, David Van Kley 11/25, and Chad Anderson 11/27.   

22 Rejoice! Christ the King is here, on his throne, on the cross, and in our midst.  
Give thanks to God this day for Christ the King.   

23 Pray for children who are victims of bullying by others; that their teachers, 
counselors, and especially other children will help to support them.  

24 For those with macular degeneration and other visual impairments, keep them 
safe and provide them with caregivers to help them negotiate in the midst of a sighted 
world. 

25 Also pray for all of our seminary students, especially Kate Drefke. 
26 We give thanks this day for the blessings God has bestowed upon us 

– the blessings we see around us in our daily lives; our health, families, and 
friends; the blessings that we overlook; and most of all the blessings of hope 
which we have in our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

27 Pray for church choirs everywhere, and their musicians and directors.  Thank 
them for the hours spent practising to send joyful praises to our Lord. 

28 Pray for the members of Kipawa Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and 
their NGLS Companion Congregation, St. Paul in Mass City (Rev John Autio, 
interim pastor.) 

29 For our government leaders at every level that they will work to protect and 
strengthen those who live on the margins of our society. 

30 For those who give freely of their time to serve on committees and task forces and 
councils in all of the congregations in all of our synod. 

“We	pray	for	congregations	in	the	Delaware-Maryland	Synod	
as	part	of	our	domestic	partner	synod	relationship.”	

		
 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
           Prayer Calendar – October 2015 

 
1 Pray for Bishop Skrenes and all those attending the Conference of Bishops 

meeting in Chicago Oct 1-6. 
2 For all those attend the Organist Workshop and Hymnfest/Concert at Messiah 

Lutheran, Marquette Oct 2 & 3.                           
3 Pray for all attending the Fortune Lake Fall Fest auction, country market, country 

store and activities today at FLLC and also for those attending fall conference 
meetings across the synod all this month. 

4 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors –Ruth Goth and Nancy Kalweit  

5 Pray for those pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month:  
Timothy Vadis 10/05, Kenneth Carlson 10/13, and Maxine Gray 10/16. 

6 For those attending the Worship Committee Meeting at the synod office today at 
11:00. 

7 Pray for those traveling to and attending the Synod Assembly Planning Meeting at 
the synod office, 11:00 today. 

8 Pray for the members of Glen Lutheran Church, Glen Burnie MD (Rev David Berg), 
Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Columbia MD (Rev Chad Kline), and Salem 
Lutheran Church, Jarrettsville MD (Rev B. Larsen.) 

9 Pray for Pastors Tom Wickstrom, Kenneth Carlson, Richard Likeness, and 
George Candea-Kromm, as they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

10 Pray for all those suffering from mental illness and for their families who also struggle 
for understanding and relief today, World Mental Health Day. 

11 Pray for Pastor Ann Gonyea Alexander as she is installed today as pastor at Eden, 
Munising at 3 p.m. ET. 

12 For Bishop Skrenes as he attend the Fall Theological conference in the Delaware - 
Maryland Synod Oct 11-13. 

13 For those addicted to alcohol or drugs that they are able to break the chains of 
addiction.   Provide counselors and programs to help them. 

14 Pray for our pastors on Clergy Appreciation Day.  We thank God for their 
presence among us – preaching the Word and celebrating the Sacraments – 
for being there to nurture and care for us, to guide and teach, to listen, to 

challenge us and take us in new directions, and to be examples of God’s love.   
15 Pray for Pastors Doug Johnson, Marcia Solberg, Duane Priebe, Judy 

Kincaid, and Judy Kirchoff as they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

 



 
16 For Bishop Skrenes who is attending ELCA Endowment Meeting in Chicago, Oct 

15-16 
17 For those attending the Junior High Retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, 

Crystal Falls Oct 16 -17. 
18 Installation of Associate in Ministry, Lisa Johnson, at Messiah Lutheran Church, 

Marquette, 3 p.m. ET.     
19 We pray for Sunday School teachers and leaders everywhere as they continue to give 

our children Christian foundations. 
20 Pray for peace in Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan where now there are ruthless, 

senseless, and wanton acts of violence and terrorism on a daily basis. 
21 Pray for those pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: 

Dale Skogman 10/21, Stephen Gauger 10/28, and Kari Vadis 10/28. 
22 Pray for our retired pastors and their spouses – Rev Frederick and Lucille 

Hallanger & Rev Chrys and Bud Hendrick. 
23 Pray for the members of United in L’Anse and their interim pastor, Rev. John 

Autio as they continue in the call process during a pastoral vacancy. 
24 Pray for all those attending the Festival of Congregational Renewal at Ascension in 

Minocqua, Oct 23 & 24.  We thank all those who are leading the workshops and 
who organized the event. 

25 Pray for the members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Laurel MD (Rev Connie 
Miller), Hope Lutheran Church Middleborough, Baltimore MD (Rev Charles 
Marshall), Bethel Lutheran Church, North East MD (Rev Mark Crispell.) 

26 Pray for Rev. Katherine Finegan, Assistant to the Bishop, as she attends the 
Directors of Evangelical Mission meeting in Chicago Oct 26-29. 

27 Pray For those in Africa and the rest of the world suffering with the malaria and 
HIV/AIDS. 

28 For Bishop Skrenes as he begins the second part of his sabbatical (Oct 28-Dec 9.)  
29 Also pray for all of our seminary students, especially David Hendrickson who is 

completing his internship. 
30 Pray for the members of Kijichi Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and 

their NGLS Companion Congregation, First in Gladstone (Rev Tom Otis, pastor.) 

31   Pray that the God who reformed the church through Martin Luther 
five centuries ago may continue to reform – and transform – the 
church today. 

“We	pray	for	congregations	in	the	Delaware-Maryland	Synod	
as	part	of	our	domestic	partner	synod	relationship.”	
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