
 

From the Bishop    

WHO WILL BE YOUR NEXT PASTOR? 
 

Where do pastors come from? Why would a man or a woman be willing to serve as a “shepherd” 
of any congregation? What does it mean to be “called” into the ministry of word and sacrament?  
Who will be our next pastor? It has been said that each congregation should produce a pastor and 
send that person into the world about every twenty years!  How has your congregation done in that 
area?  In the Lutheran community, we strive to find women and men of faith who feel called to be 
pastors.  We train and shape them.  We send them to study the Scriptures, the theology of the 
church.  We teach them to be preachers of the Word, to be people who can share the faith.  We 
help them to develop skills for pastoral care, counseling and leadership.  We expect them to serve 
faithfully! 
 

You know the kind of people who should be pastors! We 
want bright and happy people who enjoy working with oth-
er members of the church.  We want men and women who 
are willing to care for and love God’s people.  I am con-
vinced God is calling many young people today to be God’s 
ministers. I believe that your congregation may have one or 
two people who may be called to be pastors. So now we 
need to encourage these capable folk to open their ears, lis-
ten to the voice of God and discern a plan that God may 
have for her or him. 
 

We need more seminarians from our synod.  We need to 
help more young people discern God’s role in their lives.  What are you doing to raise up a young 
man or woman?   
 

+Are you praying for the Holy Spirit to call a person? Weekly prayer for vocations could be a part 
of the prayers of the church. 
 

+Look around you in a worship service. Who has the gifts for ministry? Have you said recently to 
a young man or a young woman, “Do you think God is calling you to be a pastor?” 

+Ask your pastor to tell his or her “call story” in a sermon or in a presentation. Talk with others 
in church —“Who would be a great pastor?” 
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If a young person would approach me and ask me what kind of pastoral leader does the church 
need, I would tell them that the church of Jesus needs pastors who love people as well as God.  I 
would say that a pastor who has learned to write well, to speak publically with clarity, a pastor 
who is able to articulate the Biblical message and, with a smile,  tell the story of the love of Jesus.  
That is the kind of pastor we need.  We need pastors who can bring people together, who can lead 
groups of people, who understand the struggles of families and individuals—these are the people 
we need as our pastors. Who will your congregation send into the ordained ministry? Let’s talk 
about the next generation of pastors.  Who will God call? Contact me and let’s together pray for 
our next pastors! 

 

 

100.5% OF THE INCOME BUDGET              RECEIVED 

THANK YOU! 

A POSITIVE MISSION SUPPORT YEAR 
 

God’s work-Our Hands!  Thank you to the congregations of this synod 
for faithfully completing 100.5% of the synod income budget in 2015. 
Sixty two of our eighty two congregations met or  exceeded 100% of 
their estimated goal. Another three congregations were at 99%+, an out-
standing performance as the unrestricted mission support from the 
churches totaled $833,582 in our synod. 

 

Our current policy in the Northern Great Lakes Synod is that 51% of the unrestricted mission   
support funds are shared with the Churchwide ELCA.  Thus, we were able to pass on over 
$425,000 to the ministries of our wider ELCA family.  That $833,582 received from the congrega-
tions is in addition to almost $208,000 in restricted gifts that we “passed through” to other          
important Christian ministries as the congregations directed.  Add to that thousands of dollars    
received in the endowment fund and other ministries of this synod and we have the makings of a 
good financial year. 
 

Thank you!  It is a good thing to give and we are giving generously in many areas of our church 
life. To those who write checks and to those who count money and to those who give over and 
over again into the offerings of our churches, to those who work with budgets and make sure that 
the “check is in the mail,” thank you!   

 

SPECIAL GIVING 
2 

ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW 

This campaign for the ELCA yielded $20,170 in 2015 in our synod.  Half of this money has been forward-
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ed to the ministries of the Churchwide ELCA, half 
has been divided  between the work of Fortune 
Lake Lutheran Camp and a fund for the improving 
of access to the physical facilities of our congrega-
tions. 

 

THRIVENT CHOICE    DOLLARS  BENEFIT 
SYNOD MINISTRIES 

In 2015, nine individuals made special gifts with 
their “Thrivent Financial Choice Dollars.” Total 
gifts were almost $1800 and were given to semi-
nary scholarships, Tanzania 
Dental Health, Youth Minis-
tries, and the Bishop’s Discre-
tionary fund.  Thank you to 
these individual givers. You are       
encouraged to make use of your 
Thrivent dollars by benefiting any special mission 
or fund of the synod. 

THE SYNOD ENDOWMENT FUND 

 The work continues to grow and to make a differ-
ence. Congregations, individuals and bequests   
totaled the amount of $93,934.33 in 2015.  This 
money will make a difference for a long time to 
come. 

 

THANKING GOD FOR BETHANY LUTHER-
AN  CHURCH, ISABELLA 

 

The last regular worship service at Bethany        
Lutheran Church in Isabella, Michigan was held 

on the last Sunday of the 
year, December 27th.  The 
congregation completes 111 
years of ministry.  Pastor 
David Hueter has served the 
Isabella      congregation 
along with the people of Zi-

on       Lutheran in Manistique. A May 1, 2016 cel-
ebration will be held to remember Bethany and 
God’s blessings over the years. 

TRANSITIONS 
 

 

+Congratulations to Pastor-Elect Jay 
Welshonse on his call to serve the Nor thern 
Lights Lutheran Parish (St. Paul’s, Mass City; Si-

loa, Ontonagon    and First Lutheran 
in Winona.) Pastor Welshonse will 
be ordained into the Holy Ministry 
of Word  and Sacrament on Friday, 

January 29 at Christ      the King Lutheran Church in 
Bellevue, Nebraska. Pastor-Elect Welshonse is a 
graduate of Luther Seminary and comes to us with 
his wife Diana.  Welcome to God’s work in our 
midst. 

 

+Congratulations to Pastor LaVonne Stephenson 
who will be installed as pastor        of First Lutheran 
and Trinity        Lutheran in Iron River on Sunday, 
February 14th at 2:00 p.m. CT. God bless Pastor Ste-
phenson as she     returns to active parish ministry in 
our synod.        All are invited to the service with 
clergy processing. Color of the day is red. 

 

 

Wedding Engagement                                             
Announcements 

 

+God bless Pastor Cori Johnson and Todd      
Parsons as they announce their  for thcoming         
marriage.  They will join their lives together on      
Saturday, February 20th.  May God bless them in the 
days and years ahead. 

 

 

 

 

+God bless Pastor Breanne Johnson and her     
fiancée Thomas Kinnunen as they announce their  
forthcoming marriage. A summer wedding is being 
planned.  God bless their 
lives together. 

 

 

IN THANKSGIVING TO GOD 

 

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE 
GONE BEFORE US: 
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+BISHOP EMERITUS 
HARRY S. ANDERSEN 

 

The first bishop of the 
Northern Great Lakes 
Synod, Har- ry S. Ander-
sen died on December 4, 
2015 in Minocqua, 
Wisconsin. Elected bishop in 1987, he retired in 
1991.  He was ordained in 1952 and served par-
ishes in Michigan and in Chicago. For almost 
twenty years before his election as bishop, he 
was the Assistant to the Bishop in the former 
Wisconsin-Upper Michigan Synod, Lutheran 
Church in America.  Bishop  Emeritus Ander-
sen is survived by his wife Dorothy, three chil-
dren and six grandchildren.  His passion for 
ideas, his compassion for people of all back-
grounds, and his devotion     to Christ’s mes-
sage of acceptance, love and  forgiveness 
touched many. Bishop-emeritus Andersen was 
remembered at a memorial     service on Janu-
ary 2nd at his home congregation, Ascension in 
Minocqua, Wisconsin. Thanks be to God for 
the life and ministry of Harry S. Andersen. 

 

+PASTOR CHRIS A. LAURSEN 

On December 3rd, retired Pastor Chris Laursen 
passed from this life.  Ordained in 1958, Pastor 
Laursen served congregations in downstate 
Michigan before retiring to Sault Ste. Marie in 
the Upper Peninsula in 1997.  He has been an 
active preacher and worship leader in these last 

years. He is survived by his wife Margaret,  
two sons and three grandsons.  May God bless 
the family of Pastor Chris A. Laursen and his 
memory in our midst. 

 

We also received news of the death of two   
former pastors of our synod: 
 

PASTOR JAMES PRIMLEY died in late 
November.  He has served parishes in our syn-
od in Sayner, Conover, Gwinn, Skandia and 
Republic before moving to central       Wiscon-
sin.  His memorial service was held at Pioneer 
Lake in Conover, his congregation of origin.  

 

On Sunday January 17th, PASTOR BRUCE 
ULSTAD died.  Pastor  Ulstad served Bethel 
in Ishpeming and Prince of Peace in Harvey    
before his retirement.  His memorial service 
was held in Apple Valley,  Minnesota. 

 

The words of the Burial Liturgy speak to us 
today:  

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at 
last he will stand upon the earth; and after my 

skin has been thus destroyed, then from my 
flesh I shall see God.” Job 19:25-26 

 

+Thomas A. Skrenes, Bishop 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Way back when, during the Spanish Influenza      
pandemic, my grandfather was a fresh eighteen 
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year old lad on his way to join the ranks of fighting 
men dur- ing the 
last year of WWI.  
It was 1918.  
Howev- er, he 
never made it 
very far, as he, 
along with so 
many others, was struck down by Spanish Influenza.  
As there was nothing more that could  be done for 
him  in the army hospital where so many languished, 
he was sent home to live or die.  He remembered be-
ing brought by stretcher, onto the train, and carried 
through an open window, since the stretcher was    
not able to bend around the tight corners that people 
normally walked through to find their seat. 

While at home, a nurse was engaged to care for  him.  
Now my grandfather was the youngest of 10 children, 
and by his own admission, he was arrogant and 
spoiled.  He was the only one of his siblings granted 
the privilege of an education, the other nine boys   
and girls had to be content with contributing to the 
workings of the family farm.  But he was sent to 
school.  And so obviously he felt he knew more than 
anyone else.   

And he owned that it is not uncommon for 18 year 
old boys to know everything.  He felt invincible, 
ready to take on the world, until that is, he was       
literally knocked off his feet by this illness.   

After his journey back home, as he lay in his bed, 
wondering if he would live or die, he remembered his 
nurse praying daily at his bedside for his recovery.  
And when so many others, millions of men  and boys, 
women and daughters, died of this illness, he once 
again felt special and chosen that he should live. 

Only this time, he felt humbled and grateful.  My 
grandfather, Clarence Rittmann, gave God the glory, 
and dedicated his life to God’s service.  He went to 
missionary school where he met his wife, Emma, and 
the two of them, in 1925, took a steamer ship and 
made the two month voyage to India, to become   
missionaries there.  They served there for 45 years, 
had five children together (including my mother), 
founded a school and seminary, and were instrumen-
tal in helping Christianity gain a foothold in a small 
corner of the world. 

I know that my grandfather was passionate about his 
work.  I know that he kept track of the number of 
baptisms he performed, and he counted those children 
and adults as souls saved, and Christians made. 

But how do you make a Christian?  Really.  How  is 
it done? 

On Facebook and Youtube there are countless “How 
to” videos -  How to make a shelf, some lovely     
dessert, something new with crescent rolls or          
refrigerator biscuits.  When we order something 
where “assembly is required,” we always receive a 
set of instructions, connect point A to point B etc.  
And even if they are illegible, or make no sense, we 
know that assembly is possible and hopefully all the 
parts came in the package. 

But what about assembling a Christian?  What are  
the steps, the ingredients, the parts? 

I don’t know what my grandfather learned in Mis-
sionary school.  I assume it included a crash course in 
the language of the people he would be evangelizing 
to, Hindi, and the culture of the area.  I assume my 
grandfather was given some kind of strategy, perhaps 
a time of getting to know the area, the people, a time 
of knocking on doors maybe, or offering the commu-
nity something that they needed.  Regardless of the 
training, I know my grandfather expected it to be   
difficult, he expected to have to work at it, he         
expected that there would be challenges and obstacles 
and difficulties and failures.  But still he fortified 
himself with prayer, and immersed himself in the 
mission. 

And he did this on behalf of the church that he served 
and his Lord whom he loved.  And the church  re-
sponded with funds that supported his efforts -    Be-
cause that’s how mission work worked back then.   

At home, church was easy.  People came to church to 
have their children baptized.  Church was the social 
center of the community, and   folks gathered willing-
ly and joyfully to worship, giving from what God 
gave to them, to send    people like my grandfather 
“over there” to the heathen people, to do the hard 
work, to tell those people about Jesus, to spread the 
good news, and make more Christians. 

We still have missionaries with perhaps some special 

Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine finegan   

My  

Grandfather 



As a church, we need to stop expecting that people 
will simply come.  Perhaps we have stopped       
expecting that.  Perhaps now, we’re noticing, and 
now we’re in a stage of lament.  We wring our 
hands and worry.  We grieve the changes we see 
happening. 

Well, I suggest we move on from that place, and 
venture into the new and uncharted territory of   
being missionaries in our own land, in our own 
communities, in our own families.  Rise up, people 
of God, and brace yourselves for the work ahead.  
Rise up, believers in Christ, and when you get up 
tomorrow morning and every morning, consider 
how you might try and make a Christian.  The Holy 
Spirit will guide you.  The presence of Christ will 
be with you.  And that, really, is all you need. 

 

 

 
PAGE 6 NOTES AND QUOTES  

training who go to foreign places with a mission-
ary attitude to spread the gospel. 

But the thing is….the mission field is no longer 
only “over there”.  Rather, it is here, it is next 
door and across the street, it is sitting next to you 
at supper, and across the table at the café.  The 
mission field is in the hallways of your school, 
the coffee station at work, the desk next to yours, 
the weight room at the gym. 

And I think we know this, but I don’t think we 
know what to do about it.  Maybe we’re waiting 
for special training, a crash course in gym lan-
guage that can be turned expertly to Jesus, or a 
crash course in café culture that shows us how    
to preach Jesus without actually having to say an-
ything.  This is new territory, a foreign land, and 
while we see that something needs to be done, I 
will dare to say that we don’t know what that is. 

I do not believe my grandfather received any   
remarkable training.  When he set foot on the 
shores of India, he was not fully equipped with all 
he would need.  There was no instruction manual 
or “how to” directions.  The only thing he knew, 
that we are just beginning to realize, is that mak-
ing Christians is hard work.  It is not easy.  It 
takes   effort and yes, maybe even an intentional 
strategy.  There are conversations that need to 
happen, and relationships that need to be started, 
and trust needs to be built, and yes, a witness 
needs to be given.   

In this new year, in this year where together we  
focus on Witness, consider girding up your loins 
and making an effort to be a missionary, right 
where you are, as you live the life you are already 
living.  There is no need to jump a steamer ship 
and make a two month voyage.  And you already 
know the language and the culture.  So you are 
already three steps ahead of my grandfather.   

But consider that this is going to take effort and 
hard work.  It is not going to be easy.  There will  
be challenges and obstacles and failures.  Pray 
about it.  Ask God how in the world you can be of 
use to build up the body of Christ.  Pray for wis-
dom and strength as you seek to make your life a 
witness to the one who died and rose again.   

Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine finegan  (continued) 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Katherine Finegan 



“You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God 
through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows 
with many thanksgivings to God.”  2 Corinthians 9:11-12 
 

We give thanks to God for the generosity of the congregations of the Northern Great Lakes Synod!  We end 
2015 with an increase in mission support giving of $12.20 over 2014.  However, as pledges had been 
$5,266 less in 2015, giving was higher than anticipated.  Sixty-two congregations met or exceeded their 
pledge for which we are deeply grateful.  Thank you to all our congregations for their partnership in the 
Gospel as together we strive to be the hands and face of Christ to a world in need. 

                                         - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 
 

As of 12/31 2014 2015 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 834,355 829,089 -5,266 -0.6% 

Amount Received 833,570 833,582 +12 0% 

Designated Gifts 209,446 207,446 -1507 -.1% 

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 
 

Full-time 

First, Ewen; Our Saviour, Paynesville; Trinity, Trout Creek  -  Pastor Bill Jacobson 
 

Porterfield, Porterfield; Beaver American, Pound—Rev. Ken Michaelis 
 

United, L’Anse—Pastor John Autio 
 

Faith, Sault Ste. Marie—Pastor Matthew Lamb 
 

Our Redeemer, Newberry—Pastor David Hueter 
 

Bethany, Norway; Calvary, Quinnesec—Pastor Doug Johnson 
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Please note this date: 

FEBRUARY 9, 2016 Last Day for Checks to Arrive in Synod Office so that January 
2016 giving can be credited to Synod fiscal year. 
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January 31-February 6 Pastor Amanda Kossow 

February 7-13 Doris Kewley 
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SYNOD	CALENDAR		
	

	

	
	

1										 Synod	Youth	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	10	a.m.	ET	
2	 Finance	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
4	 Transformation	Ministry	at	Fortune	Lake	Lutheran	Camp,	11	a.m.	CT	
4-5	 Bishops	-	Region	5	Mobility	Conference	in	Madison,	WI	
5-7	 Clergy	Spouse	Retreat	in	Appleton,	WI	
8	 NGLS	Staff	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
9	 Conference	8		Text	Study	(Pericope)	at	the	Synod	Office,	10:30	a.m.	ET	
12-13	 Candidacy	Training	in	Chicago	
13	 Nurturing	Faith	that	Sticks	Workshop	at	Bethel,	Ishpeming,	8:30	a.m.-Noon	
	 NGLS	Endowment	Board	Meeting	at	Bethel,	Ishpeming,	11	a.m.	ET	
14						 Installation	of	Rev.	LaVonne	Stephenson	at	First,	Iron	River,	2	p.m.	CT	
16	 NGLS	Worship	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	10:30	a.m.	ET	
21-22					Professional	Leaders	Event	at	Fortune	Lake	Lutheran	Camp	
23					 NGLS	Executive	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
	 NGLS	Constitution	Committee	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	1:30	p.m.	ET	
25	 NGLS	Staff	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
28	 Marked!	Event	at	Holy	Trinity,	Chassell,	4	p.m.	ET		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

1-8	 Conference	of	Bishops	in	Chicago,	IL	
4-5	 Transformational	Ministry	Retreat	at	Fortune	Lake	Lutheran	Camp	
6	 Marked!	Event	at	Prince	of	Peace	in	Eagle	River,WI,		4	p.m.	CT	
9	 NGLS	Staff	Meeting	at	the	Synod	Office,	11	a.m.	ET	
11-12	 Synod	Council	at	Bethany,	Ishpeming	
13	 Marked!	Event	at	Immanuel,	Escanaba,	4	p.m.	ET	
15	 Synod	Assembly	Planning	Committee	Meeting,	11	a.m.	ET	
17-18	 ELCA	Endowment	Meeting	in	Chicago,	IL	(Bishop	Skrenes)	
20	 EASTER!	
31-2	 Candidacy	Retreat	for	NGLS	&	ECSWS	Candidates	at	Imago	Dei	Lutheran		
	 Camp	in	Clintonville,	WI	

2016	

2016	



	
	
	
	

		
	
	 	

	
	
	
	
	
	
Bishop’s	Discretionary	Fund		
	 St.	Marks,	Marquette	
	
ELCA	Global	Malaria	
	 Zion,	St.	Ignace		
	
ELCA	Good	Gifts	
	 Trinity,	Rhinelander	
	 Zion,	Manistique	
	
ELCA	Disaster	Funds	
	 Good	Shepherd,	Houghton		
	 Grace,	South	Range	
	 Shepherd	of	the	Lakes,	Sayner	
	 Prince	of	Peace,	Eagle	River	
	 Immanuel,	Rhinelander	
	 Bethany,	Amasa	
	 First,	Gladstone	
	 Salem,	Ironwood	
	 Zion,	St.	Ignace	
	 Immanuel,	Negaunee	
	 Trinity,	Ishpeming	
	 Emanuel,	Skandia	
	 Immanuel	WELCA,	Negaunee	
	 All	Saints	WELCA,	Wakefield	
	
Endowment	/Answer	the	Call	
	 Rev.	Nikc	&	Judy	Johannes	
	 Rev.	Paul	&	Carol	Holmstrom	
	 Rev.	Jim	&	Gisele	Duehring	
	 Rev.	Kevin	Kaiser	
	 Wayne	&	Eileen	Stordahl	
	 Jill	Flickinger	

	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Endowment/Answer	the	Call	continued…	
	 Larry	Pagel	
	 D.J.	&	Ann	Rasner	
	 Rev.	Devon	&	JoAnne	Barrix	
	 Rev.	Doug	&	Elaine	Johnson	
	 Rev.	Chrys	Hendrick	
	 	
Kemppainen	Scholarship	
	 Anne	Todia	
	 	
Lutheran	Campus	Ministry	
	 Trinity,	Stambaugh	
	 Good	Shepherd,	Peshtigo	
	 Calvary,	Rapid	River	
	 Zion,	St.	Ignace	
	 Immanuel,	Negaunee	
	 Bethel,	Ishpeming	
	 Grace,	Gwinn	
	 Prince	of	Peace,	Marquette	
	
Lutheran	Social	Services	
	 Immanuel,	Negaunee	
	 Bethel,	Ishpeming	
	 Emanuel,	Skandia	
	 Faith	WELCA,	Rock	
	
Lutheran	World	Relief	
	 Faith,	Calumet	
	 Mission	United,	Pelkie	
	 Calvary	Ev.,	Minocqua	
	 Zion,	Marinette	
	 Calvary,	Rapid	River	
	 Salem,	Ironwood	

Thank You  
        for Your Gifts! 



	
	
	
	

	 	
	
	
	
	
Lutheran	World	Relief	continued…	
	 All	Saints,	Wakefield	
	 Pioneer	Lake,	Conover	
	 Zion,	Manistique	
	 Prince	of	Peace,	Marquette	
	 Emanuel,	Skandia	
	
Maternity/Malaria	Project	
	 St.	Paul’s,	Mass	City	
	 Siloa,	Ontonagon		
	 Immanuel,	Rhinelander	
	 	
NGLS	Companion	Synod	Projects	
	 Gloria	Dei,	Hancock	
	 First,	Gladstone	
	 NGLSWO	Conferences	1	&	6	
	 Immanuel	WELCA,	Negaunee	
	 Larry	Pagel	
	 Karl	Langseth	
	 Trinity	WELCA,	Rhinelander	
	
NGLS	Mission	Outreach	
	 Gloria	Dei,	Hancock	
	 Immanuel,	Escanaba	
	 		
NGLS	Prison	Ministry	
	 First,	Gladstone	
	 Bethel,	Ishpeming	 	
	
Seminarian	Support	
	 Emmanuel,	Menominee	
	 Zion,	St.	Ignace	
	 Bethel,	Ishpeming	
	 Trinity,	Ishpeming	
	 Faith	WELCA,	Rock	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 	

Skogman	Scholarship	
	 Dirk	&	Susan	Manson	
	 Richard	and	Evelyn	Bjorklund	
	 Rev.	Jim	&	Laura	Wendt	
	
World	Missionary	Support	
	 Mission	United,	Pelkie	
	 Prince	of	Peace,	Eagle	River	
	 Trinity,	Rhinelander		
	 Bethel,	Ishpeming										
	
WWW	Ad	Campaign	Support	
	 Bethel,	Ishpeming	
	 Trinity,	Ishpeming	
	 Bethany,	Ishpeming	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	



BOOK REVIEW: 
 

THE GREAT AND HOLY WAR 
How World War I Became a Religious Crusade 

by Philip Jenkins (Harper One: 2014) 

Philip Jenkins is a rare scholar in the current American scene.  A theologian, a historian 
and an excellent communicator, this academic is able to make comprehensible, huge 
social religious movements that have occurred in world history.  Whether it is the global 
south's religious explosion n his previous work, "The Next Christendom" or the near 
collapse of Eastern Christianity by Islam in "The Lost History of Christianity," Jenkins 
articulates the broad sweep of history in an accessible way to a 21st century reader. He 
has done it again in "The Great and Holy War" where we are confronted in 438 pages 
with a century old story that resonates and relates to the modern world of 2015. 

 
Philip Jenkins tells us that the First World War created our reality. His thesis is that World War I was a 
religious event where nations with overwhelmingly Christian populations fought each other appealing to 
their own Christian theologies. Except for the Ottoman Empire, a Muslim majority belligerent, it was a 
war between Christian peoples. The First World War was as religious as the Crusades or the Thirty Year 
War of the European 17th century.  While religion is not un-mentioned in histories of this period, it does 
not take center stage in most narratives.  Jenkins reminds us that unless you understand the religious 
dynamics of the 1914-1918 period, you miss much of the story. 
 
World War I, he tells us, redrew the world religious map. It was the most radical change in European 
Christianity since Martin Luther's 16th century. During the war the Orthodox Church's primacy in Russia 
collapsed. Several European states disestablished the church from their governments, Zionism blossomed 
in Palestine and Europe, and Sub-Saharan African Christianity grew indigenous and began its rapid 
growth which continues to this day. Islam first became radicalized as the Ottoman Caliphate collapsed, 
Hinduism and Islam grew to see each other as opponents in what are now the nations of India and 
Pakistan, and the murder of millions in the Mideast began the exodus of Christian peoples from that area 
that continues. 
 
As the war progressed and as the huge land battles destroyed hundreds of thousands of lives, the 
combatant nations all became more mystical and apocalyptic in their understanding of the times they 
lived.  The great irony is that the most modern secular materialistic nations in the world could be so 
affected by tools more familiar to the Middle Ages: mysticism, astrology, the occult, omens, voices and 
visions, good luck charms, dream interpretations, spiritualism, Theosophy, Pentecostalism even 
witchcraft. The visions of Fatima, the cult of Joan of Arc, the apparitions of angels or Spirits were unique 
in the 20th century to the First World War and were not to be repeated in the Second World War twenty-
five years later. 
 
In the history of World War I, grim and terrible chapters are the genocides, the murder of Armenian 
Christians and other Christians by the Muslim Turks, the death of hundreds of thousands of Jews in the 
war zones of Russia during World War I and the civil war that followed the Bolshevik Revolution. 
Christians participated in the deportation of whole Jewish villages and the theft of their property during 
the war. The responsibility for the Armenian Holocaust begun in 1915, which killed at least 1.5 million 
Armenians, is still an unresolved issue between the Armenian community and Turkey one hundred years 
after it began. This is a wound that has not healed in Europe. 
 



German Lutherans are especially critiqued by Jenkins for their participation in the religious justification 
of the First World War.  Jenkins tells us that the Lutheran Church was an ardent supporter of nationalism 
and militarism. Great German scholars of the 19th and 20th centuries were advocates for German 
imperial and military ambitions. When I was in seminary in the 1970's, we studied Adolf von Harnack, 
Emanuel Hirsch, Werner Elert, Paul Althaus, Ernst Troeltsch, Gerhard Kittel and other great lights in the 
German liberal (mostly Lutheran) theological universe.  Jenkins reports that in this period there were 
jingoistic and crudely pro-war sentiments from many German theological intellectuals.  Von Harnack 
would even call the Germany "the militia of Christ."  Jenkins comments that "Luther selectively quoted 
was a splendid patron saint for a totalitarian regime." Some of those who survived until the Second 
World War would repeat this as they became viciously anti-Semitic and pro-Nazi. Paul Althaus would 
later call the events of the Nazi takeover in 1933 a "gift and miracle of God." Not just the professors in 
World War I held these views as Lutheran pulpits were sources of state worship and war worship.  
German Lutheran pastors, laity and bishops were clear. Germany was a divine state doing God's will!  
 
The 400th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation in 1917 was turned into a German patriotism festival.  
German peace parties in 1917 sought compromise and peace but not the Lutherans who stuck to the 
agenda of 1914. Jenkins however does not lay the imperialism of Germany or the Nazi regime at the door 
of Luther or the Protestant Church in Germany. "Some older historians attempted to place much of the 
blame for Nazism on Luther's legacy and even to draw a straight line from Luther to Hitler.  Any such 
attempt is unfair to Luther and to most Lutherans, intellectual leaders as well as ordinary believers.  But 
at least some theologians and scholars were prepared to follow the extremist line to its logical 
conclusions." German Lutheranism was a loser in World War I.  Jenkins summarizes this as, "Perhaps 
when holy war rhetoric reaches a certain extreme, it discredits itself beyond redemption and becomes its 
own gravedigger."  
 
Most Christian denominational leaders in all warring states joined the military, at least rhetorically. All 
used "crusade language" in their attempts to put a theological blessing on their nation's efforts.  
"Christians in all combatant nations including the United States-entered wholeheartedly into the spirit of 
cosmic war," he writes.  Roman Catholic priests in Germany, France and Austria entered the war firmly 
on their nation's side even as Pope Benedict XV worked tirelessly in vain to secure an early armistice. 
There was no doubt from the clergy in the United States that God was on the side of the Americans. 
 
The historical theologian in Philip Jenkins shines when he discusses the effect of World War I on the 
theological development of Karl Barth, Paul Tillich and Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  The collapse of the 
prevailing cultural faith in the war effort provides the basis and the future for the neo-orthodoxy of these 
great protestant thinkers. 
 
Christendom has faded but not Christianity.  In a short one hundred years, Europe has almost totally 
secularized.  Jenkins believes this is not the future for the world.  Quoting sociologist Grace David, 
Jenkins believes that secular Europe is an "exceptional case." As the secular state has grown in 
importance and control, religious loyalties worldwide have not diminished.  Indeed, Christianity and 
Islam are growing very fast especially in the Southern Hemisphere.  Jenkins concludes we are in the 
midst of revolution in religious life and doctrine but "Observing a revolution is quite different from 
comprehending it.  Only now, after a century, are we beginning to understand just how utterly that war 
destroyed one religious world and created another." Reading this book by Philip Jenkins is worth your 
time. 
 

Thomas A. Skrenes 
Bishop 







Ministry with our sisters and 

brothers in the Eastern and 

Coastal Diocese of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church  

in Tanzania.  Experience the 

lives of God’s people in     

Africa! 
COST:  $4,800 

Covers Travel, Lodging, Meals, 
Safari, and Mission Program 

Travel with  

Pastor D. J.  and 

Amanda Rasner  

from Gloria Dei 

Lutheran Church in  

Hancock, MI. 

 

Youth Mission Trip  
To Tanzania 

(16-24 years old) 

Sponsored by the Northern Great Lakes Synod, ELCA 

“A Life Changing Experience!” 

CONTACTS:   
Bishop Skrenes:      tskrenes@nglsynod.org   
    906/362-5212 
Pastor D.J. Rasner:  pastor@gdlch.org 
     906/482-2381 



 
 

 

 
 
Marquette, Mich. – For John and Pauline 
Kiltinen, it’s always been about giving.  
Whether it’s Finlandia University, Northern 
Michigan University, FinnFest USA, the Pine 
Mountain Music Festival, or commissioning the 
first-ever Finnish-American opera, the Kiltinens 
have always been generous with the energies 
and their resources. 
 
Of late, though, the ambitious Marquette, 
Michigan couple is experiencing something a bit 
foreign to them – receiving. 
 
The Kiltinens were selected last month by the 
Finnish Theme Committee of the city of 
Hancock as this year’s Hancooki Heikki and 
Hankooki Hilma, awards bestowed upon those 
whose efforts to promote Finnish culture in the 
local region are extraordinary.  And John’s and 
Pauline’s certainly are.  Both are members of 
Finlandia University’s Finnish Council in 
America, are active in numerous Finnish-
American organizations that have Copper 
Country connections, and were the driving force 
behind the recent renovations in the FAHC;s 
Martha Wiljanen Community Hall.  Most 
significantly, perhaps, they personally led the 
effort to commission the international opera 
“Rockland,” which was about the events 
surrounding a miners’ strike in the Upper 
Michigan town of Rockland, where striking 
Finnish miners were confronted by sheriff’s 
deputies.  The opera played to sell-out audiences 
both in Finland and in the Copper Country. 
 
Their involvement isn’t limited to their local 
area.  John served on the FinnFest USA board of 
directors, and both played key roles in 
organizing the FinnFest USA celebrations that 
took place in Marquette in 1996 and 2005, as 
well as the 2013 FinnFest held in the Copper 
Country. 
 
These efforts not only resulted in them earning 
honors from the City of Hancock, but also the 
Republic of Finland. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Pauline and John Kiltinen 
 
John and Pauline were recognized by the 
government of Finland, and will receive their  
honors at Heikinpӓivӓ on January 30 – the event 
over which they’ll rule as Hankooki Heikki and  
Hilma.  John was awarded Knight First Class of 
the Order of the Lion, while Pauline received the 
Cross of Merit of the Order of the White Rose.  
Consul General Jukka Pietikainen will attend 
Heikinpӓivӓ and will bestow the honors upon 
John and Pauline at a 7;30 p.m. ceremony at 
Finlandia University’s Finnish American 
Heritage Center. 
 
In what could be called typical Kiltinen style, 
the couple found out about their honors from the 
Finnish government when they were – what else 
– traveling to support a Finnish-American 
project. 
 
“We were in Milwaukee at a film festival where 
Suzanne Jurva was showing Yoopera (a 
documentary about the opera “Rockland”),” 
Pauline said.  “I heard that John was honored, 
and I agreed that was great.  Then came the 
second email. 
 
“It said, Pauline, we’ve got you in line for the 
Cross of Merit.  That was really a surprise.  That 
was amazing.  There we were, on the road, and 
this good news was coming.” 

Kiltinens to be Honored by Finnish Government 
 
 
  
 



 
 

It seems wherever Kiltinens go, good news is 
bound to follow.  Their support for Finnish-
American activities is often through 
contributions of time and skills, but they’re also 
significant financial supports of cultural 
projects. 
 
“I’ve been influenced by a Finn from Texas,” 
John explained.  “He said, money is like manure.  
You pile it in one place and it stinks.  Spread it 
around. 
 
“That’s been an influence on my giving.  I’ve 
found that spreading money around can get 
things done that couldn’t get done otherwise.” 
Pauline, a retired high school teacher, admits 
she’s been influenced by the philosophy John – 
a retired mathematics professor – uses as well. 
“Before we got married, my idea was to save 
money, pile it up,” she said.  “Now I see John’s 
generosity and how it’s affected our lives.   For 
instance, the Rockland opera … that truly was 
the adventure of a lifetime and that wouldn’t 
have happened if my dear husband hadn’t said 
‘we can do this.’” 
 
And there’s much more they can do – and have 
done.  The couple has for decades worked to 
make possible projects that have connections to 
their life interests. 
 
“For me, there’ve been three factors in my life 
that have been important,” John said.  
“Mathematics, music and things Finnish.  If I 
can find something that combines two of the 
three, I’m happier than a proverbial clam.” 
 
Pauline added: “A fourth would be the church.  
John has been church council president, member 
of church and synod committees, and currently 
serves on the board of directors of the Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago. 
 
“As for me, in addition to playing the organ … 
at various churches, I have served on church and 
synod committees, and recently completed eight 
years of service as vice president of the Northern 
Great Lakes Synod in the ELCA.” 
 
 

Though they could certainly rest on these 
laurels, the Kiltinens have no signs of abating 
their efforts to promote Finnish cultural activity 
in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and 
beyond.  They were meeting with folks and 
working on ideas at FinnFest USA 2015 in 
Buffalo, N.Y., and are working locally with the 
Marquette City Band on a potential trip to 
Finland in a couple of years.  They’re also 
connected to a variety of projects related to 
celebrating the centennial of Finland’s 
independence in 2017. 
 
“We have several projects in the works,” John 
said.  “There are some other developments that 
might bear some fruit.” 
 
If John and Pauline Kiltinen are involved, it’s 
extremely likely the projects will bear plenty of 
fruit.  They wouldn’t want it any other way. 
 
 
(The following article was written by David Maki of The 
Finnish American Report – January 2016 issue and is 
reprinted with permission.) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nomination Form 

2016 Big Bear Award 
 

Name __________________________________________ 
          (Committee, Task Force, Team, or other Group or Organization) 
 

Congregation____________________________________ 
 
City/Town_______________________________________
_ 
 
Contact Person __________________________________ 
  
Phone__________________ Email___________________ 
 
Brief Description of Project or Accomplishment: 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

2016 
Big Bear 
Award 

The World Hunger Committee is accepting 
nominations for the 2016 Big Bear Award 
which will be presented at the 2016 Synod 
Assembly.  Please use the following guidelines 
to submit your nomination: 
v Nominees must be a group (committee, task 

force, team, etc.) of a Northern Great 
Lakes Synod congregation that has made an 
exemplary effort in the area of hunger 
ministry. 

v Complete the information and return to the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod. 

Thank You! 



_________________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
 
Submitted by____________________________________ 
Congregation____________________________________P
hone_____________________ Email________________  
 
Return to:  Northern Great Lakes Synod 
         1029 North Third St. , Suite A   
         Marquette, MI  49855 
Or, email the above information to kfinegan@nglsynod.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 Bread Basket Award 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nomination Form 

2016 Bread Basket Award 
 

Name __________________________________________ 
          (of Individual) 
 

Congregation____________________________________ 
 
City/Town_______________________________________
_ 
 
Contact Person __________________________________ 
  
Phone__________________ Email___________________ 
 

The World Hunger Committee is accepting 
nominations for the 2016 Bread Basket Award 
which will be presented at the 2016 Synod 
Assembly.  Please use the following guidelines 
to submit your nomination: 
v Nominees must be an individual of a 

Northern Great Lakes Synod congregation 
that has made an exemplary effort in the 
area of hunger ministry. 



Brief Description of Project or Accomplishment: 
________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

 
Submitted by____________________________________ 
Congregation____________________________________P
hone_____________________ Email________________  
 
Return to:  Northern Great Lakes Synod 
         1029 North Third St. , Suite A   
         Marquette, MI  49855 
Or, email the above information to kfinegan@nglsynod.org 

 



	

Dear	Partners	in	Ministry,	

Once	again,	your	confirmation	classes,	and	their	friends,	are	
invited	to	the	Spring	MARKED!	event.			

For	those	of	you	who	are	new,	(and	those	who	need	a	refresher)	
the	MARKED!		events	are	sponsored	by	the	Synod	in	an	effort	to	
connect	Youth	across	the	Synod	with	each	other,	and	celebrate	
our	identity	as	baptized	children	of	God	in	our	Lutheran	
expression.		Confirmation	classes	are	asked	to	attend	one	or	
more	such	events	during	the	years	of	instruction,	with	the	Synod	

offering	an	event	within	an	hour	or	so	of	your	location	at	least	
every	other	year.	

This	year,	you	are	invited	to	bring	your	Confirmation	classes	to	one	of	three	events:	

 February	28,	2016		 at	Holy	Trinity,	Chassell			 	 4-7pm	ET	
 March	6,	2016		 at	Prince	of	Peace,	Eagle	River	 4-7pm	CT	
 March	13,	2016		 at	Immanuel,	Escanaba	 	 4-7pm	ET	

As	always,	these	events	will	include	music,	worship,	and	food.		There	is	no	charge.	

And	since	it	went	so	well	last	year,	we	are	once	again	collecting	items	for	a	service	project….	

We	will	be	assembling	LWR	“School	Kits”	for	global	mission,	and	collecting	
school	supplies	for	local	school	needs!!!!!!	

This	is	very	exciting!			

In	preparation	for	this	very	meaningful	service	project,	your	congregation	is	asked	to	collect	
items	for	a	certain	number	of	school	kits	(see	the	attached	grid).				Our	goal	is	to	assemble	over	
500	kits.		Pastors	and	leaders	will	then	leave	the	MARKED!	Event	armed	with	school	supplies	for	
their	local	needs,	and	the	Kits	will	get	shipped	off	with	the	quilts	and	layettes	the	following	fall.			

Some	important	things	to	remember:	

 If	you	are	not	attending,	please	get	your	items	to	a	neighboring	church	that	is	going,	
drop	them	off	at	the	Synod	Office,	or	call	the	Synod	Office	to	arrange	pick-up.	

 If	you	are	attending,	bring	the	items	with	you	when	you	come.	



 EVERY	NGLS	congregation	is	asked	to	participate,	whether	your	congregation	plans	to	
attend	a	MARKED!	event	or	not.		We	need	your	items.		That	every	church	is	involved	is	a	
wonderful,	tangible	expression	of	who	we	are	as	“Synod”	walking	together,	making	a	
difference,	even	if	not	bodily	present.		If	the	three	sites	are	too	far	away,	look	forward	
to	2017	when	one	will	be	closer	to	you.		But	we	still	need	your	items!	Call	the	Synod	
Office	if	you	cannot	get	the	items	where	they	need	to	be.	

 The	number	listed	next	to	your	church	name	is	the	number	of	school	kits,	with	all	that	
items	that	we	need.		You	are	welcome	to	collect	more	J.		And	feel	free	to	get	the	folks	
who	sew	started	on	making	the	school	kit	bags.		

 DO	NOT	ASSEMBLE	THE	KITS.		This	will	be	the	work	of	the	youth.		Let	them	do	it.	
 We	understand	that	many	churches	collect	and	assemble	school	kits	and	have	plans	to	
do	so	this	coming	Fall	for	the	October	2015	shipment.		This	Marked	Event	is	not	meant	
to	compete	with	your	efforts,	rather	we	hope	you	will	be	inspired	to	go	above	and	
beyond,	sending	any	extra	or	leftover	materials	to	the	Spring	2016	Marked!	Event	so	
that	the	youth	of	our	synod	can	also	experience	the	joy	of	assembling	school	kits.		Also,	
currently	LWR	is	asking	especially	for	School	Kits	as	there	is	an	extreme	need.	

The	items	needed	for	the	Kits	and	local	needs	are	listed	below:	

Items	needed	for	LWR	School	Kits:	 	 	 	 Items	suggested	for	local	schools:	
~70-sheet	notebooks	of	wide	or	College	ruled		X	4	 	 ~Hand	sanitizer	
~30	centimeter	ruler			X	1	 	 	 	 	 ~Boxes	of	tissues	
~Pencil	sharpener	 X	1	 	 	 	 	 ~Clorox	wipes	
~blunt	scissor	 X	1	 	 	 	 	 	 ~Notebooks	
~#2	unsharpened	pencils	X	5	 	 	 	 	 ~Folders	
~black/blue	ball	point	pens	(no	gel	pens)	X	5		 	 ~Pens/pencils	
~box	of	16	or	24	crayons	X	1	 	 	 	 	 ~erasers	
~2	inch	Pencil	eraser		X	1	 	 	 	 	 ~stickers	
~Drawstring	school	bag.		Pattern	available	at		 	 ~Granola	bars	
	 www.lwr.org/schoolkits		and	attached		
	 to	this	letter.	
Thank	you	for	your	cooperation	and	participation	in	this	effort.		If	you	have	any	questions	or	
concerns,	or	you	see	a	glaring	flaw	in	the	plan,	please	don’t	hesitate	to	contact	me	at	
kfinegan@nglsynod.org	or	call	the	Synod	Office	at	906-228-2300.	

	



	

 

To Equip Adults who work with Youth:  
Parents, Pastors, Grandparents, Teachers, & Staff. 

8:30am – 12:00noon  
 

 

 

 

Choose one of two workshops being offered: 

~~Saturday February Saturday February 13 at Bethel, Ishpeming13 at Bethel, Ishpeming,,  906906--485485--55335533    

or INVITE US TO COME TO YOUR CONFERENCEINVITE US TO COME TO YOUR CONFERENCE!!  
Sponsored by the Youth Committee of the Northern Great Lakes Synod of the ELCA. 

 

Please detach below, and send it with $5.00 to 1029 North 3rd St., Marquette, MI.  49855 
 
Name______________  email _____________________ phone ________________ 
 
Location of Workshop I will be attending __________________________________ 

Presented by Lisa Johnson:  
Lutheran Campus Minister at NMU & Youth Director at Messiah, Marquette.    

Lisa has been trained to present “Practice Discipleship” curriculum written by leaders  
in the field of Youth Ministry and Theology.  

Lisa will present the work of seminary professors and university teachers.  

 

	



 
A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
      Prayer Calendar – February 2016 

 
1 Pray for all of our African American brothers and sisters as they celebrate their heritage 

during African American History Month.  Pray also for those attending the Synod 
Youth Committee meeting today at 10:00 at the synod office. 

2 For those attending the Finance Committee meeting at 11:00 at the synod office. 
3 Pray for all of our pastors, active and retired who are celebrating birthdays in 

February: Bob Langseth 2/03, Doug Norquist 2/10, Tom Lee 2/12, Craig Mansur 2/12, 
and Doug Schoen 2/14. 

4 For Bishop Skrenes and Pastor Finegan as they attend the Mobility Conference in 
Madison, WI today and tomorrow.  And pray for those attending the 
Transformational Ministry Committee meeting at FLLC at 10:00 CT. 

5 Pray for those attending the Clergy Spouse Retreat in Appleton, Feb 5-7. 
6 Pray for all those in our synod who are living with heart disease.  February is 

Heart Health Month when money and awareness are raised to combat this #1 killer. 
7 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors – Marlys Roberts and Velma Schmidt. 
8 For the congregational members in our partner synod at Grace of God in Millsboro 

DE (Rev Judith Moller-Gavlick), Journey of Faith in Baltimore MD (Rev Laura 
Ingersol), and Emmanuel Trinity in Adamstown MD (Rev Charlene Barnes.) 

9 Pray for all seminary students from our synod and especially this month we pray 
that more people, young or more mature, will listen for God’s call to the ministry. 

10      Pray for all the those in our Synod as we reflect on our journey to the  
    cross, that with all those Christians who once again make this Lenten 
    pilgrimage we may be filled with the gift of faith.   

11 Pray for our retired pastors and their spouses – Rev. Nancy and David Kauppi & 
Rev. Rudolph and Darley Kemppainen. 

12  For Pastor Finegan as she attends Candidacy Training at The Lutheran Center in 
Chicago today and tomorrow. 

13 Pray for all of our pastors, active and retired who are celebrating birthdays in 
February: Jim Wendt 2/15, Judy Kincaid 2/17, Les Niemi 2/25, and Wally Leno 2/27.                           

13 For those attending the Nurturing Faith that Sticks workshop, 8:30-Noon, at Bethel, 
Ishpeming and those attending the NGLS Endowment Fund Board meeting at 11:00 
also at Bethel, Ishpeming. 

14  Pray for Pastor LaVonne Stephenson and the people at First Lutheran in Iron 
River as Pr Stephenson is installed today at  2:00 p.m. CT.  

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
15 Pray for President Obama and all those past U.S. presidents today on Presidents’ Day. 

16 Pray for those attending the NGLS Worship Committee meeting at 10:00 today at 
Bethany, Republic. 

17 For all those enjoying the outdoor winter activities that make our synod such a 
beautiful and special place to be even when it’s cold outside. 

18 Pray for our pastors who are celebrating ordination anniversaries this month:  
Kenneth Ranos, Steven Solberg, Chrys Hendrick, Christopher Johnson and Tamra 
Harder. 

19 Pray for the members of Our Redeemer, Newberry and their interim pastor, 
Rev. David Hueter as they continue in the call process during a pastoral vacancy. 

20 Pray for all of the people in this country and around the world who are not being treated 
with justice, respect, and dignity on this World Day for Social Justice.  Pray that each 
of us will speak up for those who seem invisible and without voices. 

21 For all of our rostered leaders as they attend the Professional Leader’s Event at 
Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp today and tomorrow. 

22 Pray for all Associates in Ministry and Licensed Lay Ministers in our synod. 
23 For the Synod Executive Committee who meet today at 11:00 a.m. at the Synod Office 

and the Constitution Committee meeting 1:30 also at the Synod Office. 
24 Pray for the congregational members in our partner synod at People’s Community 

Lutheran Church in Baltimore MD (Rev Titus Clarke), New Light Lutheran 
Church in Baltimore MD (Rev Kristi Kunkel), and St. Matthew in Frederick MD.  

25 For our hard-working Synod Staff as they meet today at 11:00.  Thanks for all you do!  
26 Pray for the members of Kurasini Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

and their NGLS Companion Congregation, St. James Lutheran Church, 
Rudyard (Rev Matt Lamb.) 

27 For those busy pastors who nevertheless expend their time and efforts to teach Lay 
School classes and for all those students who benefit from their hard work. 

28 For those attending the MARKED! Youth Event today at 4:00 at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Chassell today. 

29 Pray for all those addicted to drugs and/or alcohol that they will seek help and keep 
trying to stay substance-free even when they make mistakes. 

“We	pray	for	congregations	in	the	Delaware-Maryland	Synod	
as	part	of	our	domestic	partner	synod	relationship.”	

		
 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
 

Prayer Calendar – March 2016 
 
1 Pray for all those families and individuals dealing with any of the various types 

of mental illness.  Pray also that all levels of government will provide resources to keep 
patients safe and get effective treatment for them. 

2 Pray for the congregational members in our partner synod at Living Grace Lutheran 
Church in Frederick MD (Rev David Albertson,) Global Peace Lutheran 
Fellowship in Frederick MD (Rev Surekha Nelavala,) and St. Matthew and St. 
Peter both in Keedysville MD (Rev Eric Moser.)  

3 Pray for our pastors, active and retired who are celebrating birthdays in March: 
Julie Belew 3/03,  and Kurt Kovanen 3/15. 

4 Pray for those attending the Transformational Ministry Retreat at FLLC today and 
tomorrow. 

5 For Bishop Skrenes and all others attending the Conference of Bishops in Chicago 
March 2-8.  

6 Pray for single parents who struggle to raise responsible children and provide for them 
physically and emotionally. 

7 Pray for all of the Christian men and women across this synod who give their time, 
energy, and resources to their congregations, the NGLS, and charitable organizations 
everywhere.  God Bless these volunteers. 

8 For prayer ministries – those who write devotions and those whose lives are touched by 
them. 

9 Pray for our Synod Staff as they are already planning for the May Synod Assembly at the 
Staff Meeting today at 11:00. 

10 For those in prisons that God will keep them from harm and be present in their daily 
lives. 

11 Pray and for our Synod Council as they meet at Bethany Lutheran Church in 
Ishpeming today and tomorrow. 

12 Pray for the members of Magomeni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS Companion Congregation, Zion, Manistique (Rev David Hueter.) 

13 For those youth attending the Marked! Event at Immanuel in Escanaba 4:00 ET. 
14 Pray for the healing for victims of bullying and violence, whether physical, 

emotional, or verbal.  Pray for enlightenment of the bullies that they may truly see and 
understand the harm they are inflicting. 

15 For those attending the Synod Assembly Planning meeting today at 11:00 at the 
Synod Office. 

16 Pray for Pastor Finegan and all others attending the Churchwide Directors for 
Evangelical Mission (DEM) Meeting in Chicago today and tomorrow. 

 



17 For Bishop Skrenes and all others attending the Churchwide Endowment Fund 
Meeting in Chicago today and tomorrow. 

18 Pray for those individuals and congregations who are searching for ways to 
bring Jesus into the lives of the unchurched in their communities.  Pray that God 
will show them seeds of evangelism to plant in their back yards. 

19 Pray for our pastors, active and retired who are celebrating birthdays in March: 
Norman Lund 3/22, Doug Buck 3/24 and Scott Ehle 3/25. 

20 Pray for the members of United, L’Anse and their interim pastor, Rev John Autio, as 
they continue in the call process during a pastoral vacancy. 

21 Pray for our retired clergy and their spouses: Rev Judith Kirchoff and Rev Raymond 
and Jeanne Korry. 

22 Pray for sustainable sources of clean drinking water for all on this World Water 
Day.  We pray also that members of our congregations would help this effort through the 
ELCA Walk for Water campaign.   

23 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors – Pearl Schnorr and Lenita Scholer.            
24    Just as Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, pray that each of us may find 

joy and purpose in a life of kindness and service to others as disciples of our 
Savior, Jesus The Christ. 

25        At the foot of the cross, we see his tortured body and feel his pain, yet at 
       the same time we experience this as God’s greatest gift.  Pray that as you 
       leave the cross you take the crucified Christ with you. 

26    As the day ends and darkness descends, we do not yet see light, yet we know 
   the  blazing light of Easter is about to burst forth.  Pray for hope in the dark  
   times of  our lives and the lives of our loved ones, knowing that the life of the  
   resurrected Christ will shine light into our lives each and every day.   

27          Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!   Alleluia! 
    Say these words over and over this day – make this your breath prayer  
    today and every day.  Take the risen Christ with you today and  
    every day knowing that he is with you now and has prepared a place  
   for you in his kingdom where you will live forever.      

28 Pray for the congregational members in our partner synod at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Boonsboro MD (Rev Joseph Donovan), Mt. Tabor and St. Paul’s both in Clear 
Spring MD (Rev Wayne Reed), and St. Peter in Clear Spring MD (Rev Elaine 
Swinehart.)  

29 Pray for all those women, men, and children who are victims of domestic 
violence and abuse.  May they seek help to leave their abusive relationships and 
break the pattern of violence. 

30 For those with macular degeneration and visual impairments, keep them safe and 
provide them with treatments and caregivers to help them negotiate in the midst of a 
sighted world. 

31 Pray for Pastor Katherine Finegan and the others attending the Candidacy Retreat at 
Imago Dei Lutheran Camp in Clintonville, WI.  

“We	pray	for	congregations	in	the	Delaware-Maryland	Synod	
as	part	of	our	domestic	partner	synod	relationship.” 



For	more	information	contact	Rev.	James	Holmberg,	Director	of	Church	Relations,	LSS	
Foundation	at	414-325-3069	or	james.holmberg@lsswis.org.		
	

Refugee	Resettlement	
at	Lutheran	Social	Services	of	Wisconsin	and	Upper	Michigan	(LSS)	

	For	fiscal	year	2016,	(begins	October	1,	2015)	LSS	is	committed	to	helping	resettle	500	
individuals	from	several	different	countries.		Current	populations	include	Burmese	Chin,	Karen,	
and	Rohingya	people,	as	well	as	Iraqis,	Somalis,	and	some	other	groups.		If	Syrians	are	among	
the	arrivals	it	will	be	later	in	the	year	since	the	vetting	process	is	taking	between	18	and	24	
months	through	the	U.S.	State	Department	and	Homeland	Security.	

What	can	congregations	do	to	help	the	refugees?		U.S.	State	Department	rules	require	that	
placement	of	refugees	be	made	within	50	miles	of	a	refugee	office	if	there	is	no	U.S.	tie	or	
within	100	miles	if	there	is	a	U.S.	tie	(family	member)	in	place.		Even	with	these	rules	
congregations	or	individuals	in	this	synod	can	do	a	great	deal	to	help	the	dire	situation	of	those	
who	wait	for	a	safe	and	secure	place	to	live.	

v Prayer	–	individual	and	corporate	

v Advocacy	–	See	www.lirs.org	for	suggestions	on	message	and	focus	
Call	or	write	Governor	Rick	Snyder	and	urge	him	to	lift	the	moratorium	on	admitting	
Syrian	refugees.		Gov.	Rick	Snyder,	PO	Box	30013	Lansing,	MI	38909	517-373-3400.		For	
Wisconsin	residents	write	or	call	Governor	Scott	Walker	asking	him	to	welcome	Syrians	
to	the	state.		Gov.	Scott	Walker,	115	East	Capitol,	Madison,	WI	53702,	608-266-1212.	

v Donate	to	an	agency	helping	to	support	and	resettle	refugees.	

Lutheran	Social	Services	of	Wisconsin	and	Upper	Michigan	www.lsswis.org	
Lutheran	Immigration	and	Refugee	Service	www.lirs.org	
ELCA	Lutheran	Disaster	Response	www.elca.org/our-work		

v Consider	direct	support	of	a	family	or	individual	brought	to	the	Milwaukee	area	through	
LSS	(adopt	a	family	and	provide	short-term	help	and	prayer).		Call	Rev.	James	Holmberg	
at	414-325-3069	for	ideas	on	how	this	could	be	done.	

v Send	a	team	to	the	Milwaukee	area	to	assist	in	preparing	an	apartment	by	painting,	
furnishing,	and	cleaning.		Accommodations	can	be	arranged	in	a	hotel,	Lutherdale	Bible	
Camp,	or	one	of	many	retreat	centers	in	the	area	for	lower	cost.	

v Schedule	an	LSS	Sunday	with	a	focus	on	how	resettlement	is	done.	

v Schedule	a	Refugee	Sunday	using	materials	from	LIRS,	including	prayers,	video,	and	a	
litany.	

v Become	knowledgeable	on	the	plight	of	refugees	and	what	role	the	US	plays	in	
resettlement.	
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