
 

From the Bishop 
 

IT IS TIME: TRANSITION  
 

It has been my privilege to serve as bishop of the Northern Great 

Lakes Synod since 1999 when God called me and the people of 

the synod elected me to the office of bishop. Re-elected by this 

synod in 2005 and in 2011, I will have served 18 years in this 

episcopal office when my current term ends and I retire on August 

31, 2017.  It is time.  
 

It has been an experience of a lifetime to serve as this synod’s pastor—your bishop.  I have 

seen both the joy of the Gospel and the power of human sinfulness in this work. I          

have traveled the world on behalf of the Church and spent hours upon hours in every      

congregation in this synod over these twenty-five years as a part of the synod executive 

staff.  In 1986, I began my work with the wider church when as a pastor of the Northern 

Wisconsin District-American Lutheran Church I was asked to serve on the Synod 5-G  

Transition Team in preparation for the 1988 merger. In 1987, I was elected the first     

Northern Great Lakes Synod Secretary and in the summer of 1992 I was asked by then 

Bishop Dale Skogman to serve as Assistant to the Bishop. Seven years later in 1999, I was 

elected bishop.  
 

Talking about my decision to retire, my son David gave me the most helpful advice.  He 

said, “In your last year as bishop, dad, do not get “Senioritis.”  Yes—that is helpful! We will 

work hard to the last day. There is a lot to yet accomplish in the eleven months before I 

leave office and join my wife Luanne in retirement. 

 

Your synod council met in September and began the transition work that needs to be done 

as this synod moves on to another chapter in its corporate life. Two decisions were made 
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that will shape our synod in the days ahead.  First, the 

synod council agreed to form a “Transition Team.” 

This will include a group of people who will plan for a 

bishop’s election at our 2017 Synod Assembly and who 

will work to make sure an excellent transition occurs for 

the new bishop. Pastor Doug Johnson, our synod secre-

tary, will chair the Transition Team and Pam Long, our 

vice president, will also be an instrumental leader of this 

team.  Other persons are being asked to serve and a 

complete list of members will be available soon.   

 

The Synod Council also agreed to enter into a time of    

“self-study.”  Working with the Churchwide ELCA 

office, the Transition team will develop a picture of 

our synod, what our strengths and challenges are, and 

how we are leaning into the future as a synod.  This 

should be very interesting. Our hope is to complete 

the self-study by mid-winter and thus inform our syn-

od and 2017 Voting Members as a decision is made on 

the election of a new bishop. Other decisions will be 

made by the synod council this winter as we look for-

ward to a new day in the Northern Great Lakes Syn-

od. 

 

The bishop’s election will occur at the 2017 Synod Assembly which meets May 21-23 in 

Marquette. I will keep this synod informed as we all plan for new leadership. I ask for your 

prayers! Please pray for me that I might serve God and God’s people faithfully in this work 

until my last day in   office.  Please pray that God’s will be done in the Northern Great 

Lakes Synod.   

 

 

LIFE CHANGES 
 

+Congratulations to Pastor John Ansell on his ordination into the Ministry 
of Word and Sacrament.  He was installed as pastor of  United Lutheran 

Church in L’Anse on September 19th.  
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BISHOP THOMAS A. SKRENES  (continued) 

ELCA Social Statement Human Sexuality: 
Gift and Trust (2009), which “Calls upon 
congregations and members of this church 
to welcome, care for, and support same-
gender couples and their families,” and 
“Recognizes that (the church) has a pastoral 
responsibility to all children of God” which 
includes people of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities.  
 

The Task force is being asked to convene 
conversation and provide workshops and 
programming at synod events and upon re-
quest, with conferences and congregations 
to further the understanding and welcome 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered 
children of God, and their families as well 
as to encourage and welcome all of our 
members, as they live out this church’s    
understanding of human sexuality. The task 
force will make regular reports to the synod 
council and the synod assembly in 2017 and 
2018. 

+Thomas A. Skrenes 

Bishop 

ROAD TRIP TO  

MINNEAPOLIS 

You have the chance to see some 
of the history of the Reformation! 
 

     November 9-11, 2016 

The NGLS is sponsoring a bus 
tour to Minneapolis to see an  

+Congratulations to Pastor Sally Wilke on 
her retirement on September 30th.  As she 
leaves Grace Lutheran Church in South 
Range and First Lutheran in Dollar Bay, 
we thank God for her ministry in our midst. 
 

+Congratulations to Pastor Joe Daiker on 
his ordination into the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament.  He has begun his work at Zion 
Lutheran in Allenville and Bethel in      
Cedarville. He will be installed on Sun-
day, October 23rd.                               
 

+Congratulations to Pastor LaVonne      Ste-
phenson who retired from the ministry at 
the end of July. Pastor Stephenson most   
recently served at Trinity and First        Lu-
theran Churches in Iron River.                                 

 

+Congratulations to Pastor David Johnson 
on the beginning of his new pastoral call at        
Calvary in Quinnesec and Bethany in     
Norway.  He concluded his ministry at Faith 
in Ishpeming in early September. 
                                                                                                              

+Our Christian sympathy to Pastor Kristi 
Ursin on the death of her father in Sep-
tember.  “In Christ shall all be made alive”                  

TASK FORCE ON AN            
INCLUSIVE AND              

WELCOMING CHURCH 
 

The Synod Council has established a “Task 
Force on an Inclusive and Welcoming 
Church.” Consisting of seven persons from 
the synod, this task force is being asked to 
identify resources, provide information to 
congregations, institutions and individuals 
in this synod as we continue to live into the 
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BISHOP THOMAS A. SKRENES (continued) 

exhibit of artifacts and Luther-
memorabilia sponsored by 
Thrivent at the Minneapolis In-
stitute of Art. 

        Check it out at 
www.artsmia.org. 
 

Cost will be about $250 per per-
son based on   double occupan-
cy.  Includes bus, hotel, most 

meals, and exhibit with guided tour. 

Register by sending a $100 deposit to: 

  Northern Great Lakes Synod              
  1029 N. Third Street                             
  Marquette, MI  49855 

 

The bus holds 56 people.   
Seats are still available! 

REGISTER SOON!! 

 

SCHEDULE 
 

Wednesday, November 9 

~Drive to Minneapolis 

~Lunch on our own 

~Dinner at Greenhouse                
 Village 

~Evening Devotions 

 

Thursday, November 10 

Martin Luther’s Birthday 

~Breakfast at the hotel 

~Sight-seeing 

~Lunch on your own 

~Minneapolis Institute of 

      Arts and Guided Tour 

~Dinner at Gasthof zur 

      Gemutlichkeit, German        
 Restaurant 

 

Friday, November 11 

~Breakfast at the hotel 

~Stop at Aki’s Backstube 

  German Bakery 

~Lunch on our own 

 2017 Updated Dates for Marked! Events 

  Sunday, February 26—Eden, Munising  

          Sunday, March 5—First, Iron River 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

As we look to observing the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation in 2017, I share with you some 
thoughts about the scripture that is a possible choice 
on Reformation Day in this 499th year since Martin 
Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the church door.   
 

From Jeremiah 31: 31-32, God speaks through the 
prophet and says, “…for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more.” 
 

Jesus says in John 8:34, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
 

So I begin with a story…. 
 

It’s been awhile, but my husband and I used to go 
camping.  There’s such a 
sense of freedom as you 
bring everything you need 
along with you.  Everything 
is boiled down to the neces-
sities.  One thing you simply 
cannot do without is a tent. 
  

You want one that’s easy to 
set up and easy to take 
down.  It has to be water 
proof, and big enough for you to fit inside it, and yet 
small enough to carry and be able to set up any-
where.  
 

I remember one camping experience on the St Croix 
River between Wisconsin and Minnesota.  After 
boating down the river for the afternoon, Dave and I 
and some friends found a good camping spot on the 
riverbank.  It had been a hot, humid  day, the kind of 
day that makes for thunderstorms.  We woke in the 
middle of the night to a crack of thunder and a strobe 
flash of lightening.  Through the thick darkness, you 
could hear the storm coming up the valley.  You 
could hear the rush of the wind driving the storm up 
the river.  The thunder echoed between the river 
banks as the rain pelted the water in sheets.  The 
storm was moments away.  It was coming and it was 
just a matter of time.  The only thing between us and 
this huge storm was the thin sheet of nylon that 
made up our tent.  In that moment, that tent was  
everything.   As the rain  came down in waves and 

Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine Finegan 

the wind beat sideways against the walls of the tent, 
I was glad to be inside our shelter, no matter how 
thin it was.   The flimsy walls were surprisingly 
strong, the thin nylon, a worthy barrier between the 
storm and us.  The tent provided a pocket of dry 
space, protection from the elements, and safety.  I 
was glad to have a tent. 
 

In our gospel reading, there are also tents.  Jesus 
talks to the Jews who believe in him during the   
Festival of the Booths, which could also be translat-
ed the Festival of Tents.  Every year, during the 
harvest season, faithful Jewish folks would gather   
in Jerusalem and they would set up booths, or tents, 
which could also be called tabernacles, some kind 
of   on-the-go shelter to         commemorate how the     
Israelites went from slavery in Egypt to the freedom 
of the Promised Land camping in the wilderness.  
For forty years, the Israelites lived in the wilder-

ness, tenting along the way.  
The people who listen to Je-
sus, they have come to the 
temple from their tents, and 
they come to hear what Jesus 
has to say, which is, “If you  
continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, and you 
will know the truth and the 
truth will make you free.” 

 

Now the word for “continue” can also be translated  
as abide or dwell or tabernacle.  So Jesus is talking   
to folks who have just come from their booths or   
tabernacles or tents, to talk about dwelling in his 
word, as if it were a tent, a shelter, a mobile home 
for the wilderness.  He invites his listeners to think 
of him as shelter, to think of him as their on-the-go 
home, to think of his word as the dwelling place of 
safety.  Jesus offers himself as their tent, and not 
just any tent, but the shelter they live in as they 
move from slavery to the freedom of the truth,    
because living in him as their shelter, they will 
know the truth and the truth will make them free. 
Of course, some don’t get it.  “What do you mean 
we will be made free?” they say.  “We are descend-
ants of Abraham and have never been slaves to any-
one.”  It’s a curious statement, because these folks 
are in the midst of a festival commemorating just 
that, that they were slaves in Egypt, and then God 
freed them.  But Jesus isn’t talking about that kind 
of slavery.  He’s talking about the slavery of sin. 



 

 

Page  6                                                                                            notes and quotes 

 

So what is sin?  How are we slaves to it?  Of course 
there are the sins we commit, that is the wrong things 
that we do.  It is a sin to speak badly about someone.  
It is a sin to be cruel, to hurt another, with words or 
fists.  It is a sin to lie, cheat, steal, kill, use God’s 
name in vain.  We know these sins.  We have laws 
for some sins, to protect us from each other and to 
ensure the safety, security and peace of our communi-
ties. 
 

But there is also Sin, with a capital S.  There is the 
condition of sin in which we live.  I think of it more 
as brokenness, where we need healing and wholeness.  
Sin with a capital S is the fact that we fear the diag-
noses of the doctor.  It is the fact that we’re addicted 
to oil, and we are complicit in the exploitation of 
someone else every time we fill up our gas tank.  
That we go to war; as countries, as neighbors, as rela-
tives, as friends.  That there are miscommunications 
and accidents and good intentions gone horribly 
wrong.  That we feel afraid and insecure for ourselves 
or our loved ones.   That there are times when divorce 
is the best possible course of action.  That the world 
produces enough food to feed the hungry and still it 
doesn’t get done.  That we have a polio vaccine, and 
still polio is a reality for developing countries.  That 
our political campaigns are more about what the  oth-
er guy did wrong than about what the one who wants 
your vote did right, and even then who do you be-
lieve?  Sin with a capital S is so much more than 
what we do or don’t do.  It’s the tears we cry, the  
anger we can’t let go of, our own inability to be our 
best or always do the right thing or even know what 
the right thing is.  It’s who we are, it’s the storm we 
don’t even hear coming, the undefined emptiness, it’s 
the doubts that creep into our faith, or worse, apathy, 
that we don’t care what God thinks and yet still we 
don’t even know how much we need God.  
 

In this gospel of John, Jesus offers you and me shelter 
and protection, not in a booth or a tent, but in a rela-
tionship that is ongoing and ever moving.  Jesus 
promises that when we set up camp in Christ, when 
we make Jesus and his life and teaching our tent, our 
shelter, our on-the-go home, we receive the security 
we need in the wilderness of this life, we receive pro-
tection on the journey as he moves us from the slav-
ery of sin to the promised land of freedom and truth.   
 

Martin Luther was certainly set free by the truth.  For 
years, he believed himself to be damned by God.  He 

feared hell with a terror that we can only imagine.  
He beat himself, starved himself, crawled on his 
knees until they were bloody, in attempts to win 
God’s favor.  Until one day, studying scripture, he 
came across a passage that changed everything.  
We are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2: 
8).  Forgiveness is God’s gift to us.  God forgives 
our sins, not because of anything that we do, but 
because God simply has decided that God will    
forget them.   
 

God says through Jeremiah, “I will forgive their 
iniquity and remember their sins no more.”  It’s  
just one passage of scripture, one thin line of text.  
Yet, it is everything.  These passages and others 
like them proclaim good news.  In Christ, we are 
protected.  In Christ, we are drawn into a relation-
ship with the God that Jesus reveals to be loving, 
forgiving.  God is for us and not against us. 
 

So we are invited to enter into the tent, the relation-
ship that is Christ.  At first glance, it might seem 
only a flimsy shelter.  But it is a shelter we will be 
glad for when the heat of the sun beats down, when 
the stormy rains come, when we are looking for 
rest.  In this wilderness life, we need the protection 
and comfort afforded by Christ.  We need this    
relationship more than we know.  We need to be   
in Christ, and Christ in us, for that is the only way 
to travel, from the slavery of sin, to the truth that 
sets us free. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Katherine Finegan 



 

 
“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and those who live in it; for he has found-
ed it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.:  Psalm 24:1-2 
 
As we enjoy the autumn harvest, we remember that all we have and all we are belong to God.  
We celebrate the sharing of God’s abundant gifts in our congregations and thank them for their 
gifts to Christ’s ministry.  Through August, mission support giving has increased 2.9% over last 
year at this time, with designated gifts 20.7% above last year.  Thank you for your partnership as 
we walk together in Christ in the Northern Great Lakes Synod. 
 
              - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 
 

As of 8/31 2015 2016 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 829,089 829,367 +278   0% 

Amount Received 502,637 517,411 +14,774 +2.9% 

Designated Gifts 113,714 137,208 +23,494 +20.7% 

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 

Full-time 
 

Porterfield, Porterfield; Beaver American, Pound—Pastor Ken Michaelis 
 

Zion, Manistique—Pastor Stephen Gauger 
 

First, Iron River; Trinity, Stambaugh—Pastor Mike Laakko 

 

Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner—Rev. Dean Marin 

 

Faith, Ishpeminbg—Rev. Doug Norquist 

 

Part-time 
 

Grace, South Range; First, Dollar Bay—Rev. Julie Belew 
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October 2-8 Barb Maines 

October 9-15 Jeannette Kuziej 

October 16-22 Pastor Kurt Kovanen 

October 23-29 Pastor John Autio 

October 30-November 5 Pastor Tammy Barthels 

November 6-12 Pastor Kay Richter 

November 13-19 Pastor Julie Belew 

November 20-26 Pastor Eleanor Russey 

November 27-December 3 Pastor Kris Ertl 
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SYNOD	CALENDAR		
	

	

	

	
1	 Fortune	Lake	Lutheran	Camp	Fall	Fest	Quilt		

	 and	Fine	Arts	Auction	
	 	

2	 Conference	7	Fall	Meeting	4	p.m.	ET	at	Zion,	
	 St.	Ignace	

	

2-7	 Pastor	Finegan	in	St.	Louis,	MO	for	Conflict		
	 Resolution	Training			

	 	 	 	

8	 Bishop	Skrenes	-	Installation	of	Bishop	Paul	
	 Erickson	of	the	Greater	Milwaukee	Synod		

	

9	 Conference	2	Fall	Meeting,	3	p.m.	ET	at	Holy	
	 Trinity,	Chassell	

	 Conference	3	Fall	Meeting,	2	p.m.	CT	at	
	 Shepherd	of	the	Lakes,	Sayner	

	 Conference	6	Fall	Meeting,	4	p.	ET	at	First,	
	 Gladstone	

	 Bishop	Skrenes	at	Installation	of	Bishop	
	 William	Gohl	of	the	Delaware/Maryland	
	 Synod	

	

11		 NGLS	Leadership	Support	Committee,										
	 11	a.m.	CT	at	Fortune	Lake	Lutheran	Camp	

	

14-15	Jr.	High	Retreat	at	Fortune	Lake	Lutheran	
	 Camp	

	

16	 Conference	1	Fall	Meeting,	3	p.m.	CT	at	
	 Sharon,	Bessemer	

	 Conference	4	Fall	Meeting,	2:30	p.m.	CT	at	
	 United,	Crystal	Falls	

	

17	 NGLS	Stewardship	Committee,	11	a.m.	ET	at		
	 	 Bethany,	Escanaba	
	

18	 Synod	Assembly	Planning	Committee,						
	 	 1:30	p.m.	ET	at	the	Synod	Office	

	

19	 Lutheran	Social	Services	day	event	at	St.	
	 Paul’s	Episcopal	Church	in	Marquette	

	

20	 Conference	5	Fall	Meeting,	5	p.m.	CT	at	
	 Northland	Lutheran	Retirement,	Marinette	

	

20-21	Bishop	Skrenes	–	ELCA	Endowment	Fund	
	 Board	Meeting	in	Chicago		

	

22	 Bell	Choir	Workshop,	9	a.m.	–	3	p.m.	ET	at	
	 Bethel,	Ishpeming	

	

23	 Installation	of	Pastor	Joe	Daiker,	3	p.m.	ET	
	 Zion,	Allenville/Bethel,	Cedarville	

	

26	 Transformational	Ministry/Council	Retreat	
	 Planning	Meeting,	10	a.m.	CT	at	FLLC	

	

28-29	Festival	of	Congregational	Renewal	at	First,	
	 Gladstone	

	

31	 Pastor	Finegan	–	Directors	of	Evangelical	
	 Mission	meeting	in	Chicago	until	Nov.	3rd.	

 
	
	
	

	
	

1	 Bishop	Skrenes	–	Lutheran	Planned	Giving		
	 	 meeting	in	Madison,	WI	
	

2	 Bishop	Skrenes	–	Luther	Seminary,	St.	Paul	
	

5	 Sticky	Faith	Event,	8:30	–	11:30	a.m.	ET	at		
	 	 Immanuel,	Negaunee	
	 Faithful	Finances	Workshop,	12:30	–	3	p.m.	
	 	 ET	at	Immanuel,	Negaunee	
	

6	 Installation	of	Pastor	David	Johnson	at		
	 	 Bethany,	Norway/Calvary,	Quinnesec	
	

7	 Task	Force	for	An	Inclusive	and	Welcoming		
	 	 Church,	2	–	4	p.m.	ET	at	the	Synod	Office	
	

8	 Worship	Committee	meeting	10:30	a.m.	ET	
	 	 at	Bethany,	Republic	
	

9-11	 Reformation	Bus	Trip	to	Minneapolis	
	

12	 NGLS	Endowment	Meeting,	11	a.m.	ET	at		
	 	 the	Synod	Office	
	

13-16	 First	Call	Theological	Event	in	Marathon,	WI	
	

16-18	 Bishop	Skrenes	–	ELCA	Companion	Synod		
	 	 Meeting	in	Chicago	
	

17	 Mission	Outreach	Committee,	11	a.m.	ET	at	
	 	 the	Synod	Office	
	

24-25	 Synod	Office	Closed	for	Thanksgiving	
	

2016	

2016	



	
	
	
	 		

	 	
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Seminarian Support 
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
Faith, Rock 
 
 
Skogman Scholarship Fund 
Our Savior’s, Marinette 
Dirk and Sue Manson 
 
 
General Endowment Fund 
Rev. Kevin Kaiser 
Christ Lutheran Parish 
John and Pauline Kiltinen 
Ken and Carole Simila 
Rev.  Kurt Kovanen 
Rev. Mary Beth Kovanen 
Rev. Robert and Deloris Langseth 
Roger and Kay Knuth 
Rev. Eleanor and James Russey 
Rev. George Kaiser 
Orice Walters 
Rev. Robert Sutherland 
Dave and Mary Lou Blomquist 
Rev. Nicholas and Judy Johannes 
Rev. Dean and Marie Marin 
Kris Carlson 
Rev. Melinda Shriner 
Rev. Bre (Johnson) Kinnunen 
Rev. Kay Richter 
Rev. Jim and Laura Wendt 
Rev. George and Ruth Olson 
Rev. Allan and Sara Johnson 
Rev. Rell and Louise Spickerman 
Ralph and Jean Peterson 
Bill Weis 
Rev. Ken and Joanne Michaelis 
Rev. Amanda Kossow 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer the Call/Fund for Leaders 
Faith, Ishpeming 
Immanuel, Negaunee 
Kris Carlson 
Trinity, Iron River 
Larry Pagel 
Rev. Robert Sutherland 
Rev. Tammy Barthels 
Barb and Will Maines 
Rev. Diane and John Srutowski 
Zion, Manistique 
Roger and Kay Knuth 
 
 
Advertizing Campaign 
Bethany, Mohawk 
Gloria Dei, Hancock 
Christ the King, Escanaba 
First, Gladstone 
Emanuel, Skandia 
 
 
Companion Synod Projects 
St. Paul, Mass City 
Prince of Peace, Eagle River 
Ascension, Minocqua 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
 
 
ELCA Disaster Relief 
Salem, Ironwood 
All Saints, Wakefield 
Bethany, Mohawk 
Grace, South Range 
Ascension, Minocqua 
Immanuel, Rhinelander 
Prince of Peace, Eagle River 
Trinity, Rhinelander 
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
Bethany, Amasa 
Zion, Marinette 
St. James, Rudyard 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Christ Luth. Parish, Ironwood 
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
Calvary, Rapid River 
Grace, Gwinn 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 
 
ELCA Milaria Initiative 
Bethany, Norway 
 
 
Lutheran Social Services 
Emanuel, Skandia 
 
 
Lutheran World Relief 
Calvary, Minocqua 
Calvary, Rapid River 
Faith, Rock 
St. James, Rudyard 
Zion, Manistique 
Bethany, Ishpeming 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 
 
Mission Outreach Fund 
Immanuel, Escanaba 
Faith, Rock 
 
 
Missionary Sponsorship 
Mission United, Pelkie 
Trinity, Rhinelander 
 
 
St. Marks, Marquette Gifts 
Seminaries/Seminarians 
Synod Mission Support 

Thank	You!	



 

Festival of Congregational Renewal 
Friday, October 28 – Saturday, October 29 
at First Lutheran Church, Gladstone, MI 

 
 Event Schedule 

Friday, Oct. 28 (all times Eastern) 
6:00 pm Registration 
6:30 pm Opening Worship 
7:30 pm Welcome 
7:45pm Workshops 
8:45 pm Reception & Displays 
 

Saturday, Oct. 29 
8:30 am Coffee & Registration 
8:45 am Prayer & Prizes 
9:00 am Workshops 
12:00noon Lunch 
1:00 pm Workshops 
3:00 pm Prizes & Prayer 
 

Only $10 a person 
Register by Friday October 21 
at nglsynod.org using Paypal 

or send check and registration form to 
Northern Great Lakes Synod 
1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 

Marquette, MI  49855. 

($20 per person after October 21)  

Hotel accommodations are on your own. 

So Many Workshops! So little time!!!  
Bring a team from your congregation to 

better harvest a wealth of ideas!! 

The Festival of Congregational Renewal is supported 
by a generous grant from Thrivent Financial. 



Festival Workshops… 
~Advocacy:    Rev. Cindy Crane of LOPPW. 
Come learn the latest on the scourge that is Human Trafficking and 
what we, as people of faith, can do to address the problem. 
 

~Calling a Pastor:  Pastor Katherine Finegan 
What is the process?  How does it happen?  Come learn the details of 
the Call Process in our Synod. 
 

~Celebration Resources: Pastor Erik Heskin 
What will your congregation do to mark the 500th Anniversary of 
the Reformation?  There’s a lot of resources out there.  Get some ideas 
of where to start. 
 

~Constitutional Review:    Rev. Doug Johnson 
How out of date is your Constitution?  What is the process for amending 
it?  Where is a church to begin?  Come have all your constitution 
questions answered, and learn why this document is so important.   
 

~ELW Revisited:  Lucas Wickstrom 
At the 10 year anniversary of the ELW, it’s a good time to revisit how to 
make the most of this worship resource, or introduce it to your 
congregation, better late than never. 
 

~Endowment:  Tim Knutson 
Learn how congregations and individuals can make ministry possible for 
years to come.  
 
~Expanding Congregational Social Ministry:  Pastor Jim Holmberg 
Learn about ways that congregations can grow their social ministry 
practices. 
 

~Faith Out Loud: Pastor Jim Duehring 
How do we articulate our faith?  How do we find the words?  Come 
consider the challenges to putting our faith into words and get a little 
practice. 
 

~How to relate to those who are suffering:  Pastor Tom Otis 
Learn some practical “How to” advice on how to be a helpful comfort to 
others. 
 

~Leading in times of change:  Pastor Tom Otis 
Pastors, congregational leaders, Council members etc, come and learn 
about positive leadership in the midst of anxiety and change. 
 

 

~Lutheran Confessions: Pastor Chris Johnson  
What was the theology drove the movement? And why is it still 
significant today?  
 

~Portico: Jennifer Prinz  
Come learn about the organization that provides health and 
retirement benefits to our pastors.  
 

~Reconciled in Christ:  Ruth Almen. 
What does it mean to be a “Reconciled in Christ” congregation or 
organization?  What is the process?  The challenges?  The blessings? 
Come and learn more about offering corporate intentional wide welcome. 
 

~Sneaky Visitor Initiative:  Cori Bodeman, WLUC-TV  
We never learn so much as when we listen to someone else’s first 
impressions of us.  Hear from a Sneaky Visitor about her experience as 
a first time visitor in many of our congregations and learn what you can 
do to improve the welcome that your congregation offers. 
 

~Social Media:    Pastor Erik Heskin 
Does our church really need to be online? (YES!)  What is the best way 
to do this?  Webpage? Facebook “Group” or “Page”?  What about 
privacy concerns? What are the best practices?  Come hear all about it. 
  

~Stewardship Today:  Bishop Tom Skrenes 
It’s not just about paying the bills.  Come learn about the Spiritual 
Discipline of Stewardship and how to begin, or enrich, your  
congregation’s faithful response to the blessings of God. 
 

~Thrivent:  Bobbie Jo McDonough 
Come learn about the resources and support that Thrivent offers. 
 

~Wondering Creatively:   LLM Lisa Johnson 
As children, imagination comes naturally, but as we grow older we often 
lose a sense of that wonder and freedom that comes with creativity. 
Come re-imagine the concept of creativity. Rediscover and reignite God's  
creative presence and vision for our lives. 
 

~Women of the Reformation: Pastor Katherine Finegan 
Katie Luther was not the only woman to participate in the radical 
movement that was the Reformation.  Come learn about some of 
the lesser known, but no less influential, women who played a part. 
 

~World Hunger:    Pastor Ellie Russey with Pastor Cindy Crane 
Come participate in a Poverty Simulation that will open your eyes to the 
very real challenges to those who live below the poverty line. 

 



 

 
Registration for Festival of Congregational Renewal 

First Lutheran Church, Gladstone, MI 
October 28-29, 2016 

 
 

$10/person by October 21, $20/person October 22 or later 
 

 Your  Name: __________________________________________        
 
      Address:  _____________________________________________  
  
      Church and Town: ______________________________________ 
 
  
      Total Amount Paid:  _______________   

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Northern Great Lakes Synod and mail to: 

    Northern Great Lakes Synod 

    1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 

    Marquette, MI  49855 

 

The Festival of Congregational Renewal is supported by a generous grant from Thrivent Financial. 

 

     



Northern Great Lakes Synod 

A Workshop for All Those Entrusted 
with Congregational Finances:   

Treasurer, Financial Secretary,  

Pastor, Council, Parish Secretary  

 Saturday, November 5 
 12:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

   
Immanuel Lutheran Church,         

520 E. U.S. 41,                   
Negaunee, MI 

Topics Include: 
 Best practices for handling  
      cash funds 
 Required Synod and IRS Forms 
 Retention of Records 
 W-2 vs. 1099 Misc. reporting 
       - and more!   

FAITHFUL FINANCES 



 

SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 22 
HANDBELL CHOIR 
WORKSHOP 
For both the beginner and advanced bell ringers, seasoned and 
novice directors.  Come learn new techniques; resources, and more! 

Featuring Lucas Wickstrom and other local Bell Choir Directors. 

Register by going to www.nglsynod.org and use Paypal or detach 
the form below and send to 1029 N. 3rd St., Marquette, MI.  49855 

Make checks to “Northern Great Lakes Synod” 

*************************************************************** 

Name______________________________ 

Home Church________________________ 

Email_____________________________ 
Phone____________  Amt. enclosed_______ 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Sponsored by the 

Northern Great Lakes 
Synod of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in 
America. 

www.nglsynod.org 
 906-228-2300 

Direct questions to: 
ngls@nglsynod.org  

 

 

At Bethel Lutheran Church 
333 E. Ridge St., Ishpeming  

From 8:30am – 3:00pm   
Lunch included 

Cost:   
$10 if registered by Oct 14 
$20 if received after Oct. 14 



Pastors	and	Adult	Leaders	-	bring	your	Confirmation	
Youth	to	next	year’s	Marked!	Event!!	

MARKED!	events	provide	an	opportunity	to	celebrate	our	identity	as	baptized	
children	of	God	in	our	Lutheran	expression.		Churches	with	a	few	youth	gather	
together	with	the	youth	from	other	congregations	to	spend	an	afternoon	learning	
and	having	fun	together.			 		

This	year,	you	are	invited	to	bring	your	Confirmation	youth	to	one	of	two	events:	
 Sunday,	February	26,	2017	-	hosted	by	Eden,	Munising	

		 	 from	4-7pm	
 Sunday,	March	5	-	hosted	by	Trinity	and	First,	

Iron	River	at	First	from	4-7	

Please	call	the	Synod	Office	to	register	your	“best	guess”	of	how	many	will	
attend,	youth	and	adults,	by	the	Monday	preceding	the	event.	

As	always,	these	events	will	include	music,	worship,	learning,	food	and	fun.	

We	will	be	assembling	LWR	“Health	Kits”	for	global	mission,	and	what	we	are	calling	
“Love	Bundles”	for	local	food	pantries	and	the	homeless!!!!!!	

In	preparation	for	this	very	meaningful,	hands	on	service	project,	your	congregation	is	asked	to	collect	items	
for	the	Health	Kits	and	the	Love	Bundles.				Pastors	and	leaders	will	then	leave	the	MARKED!	event	armed	with	
Love	Bundles	for	their	local	needs,	and	the	Health	Kits	will	get	shipped	off	with	your	quilts	the	following	fall.			

 Bring	the	items	with	you	when	you	come.		If	you	have	items,	but	will	not	be	bringing	youth	to	the	event,	
drop	off	the	items	at	the	host	site,	or	at	a	church	neighbor	who	is	going,	or	bring	them	to	the	Synod	office.	

 EVERY	NGLS	congregation	is	asked	to	participate,	whether	your	congregation	plans	to	attend	a	MARKED!	
event	or	not.		We	need	your	items.		That	every	church	is	involved	is	a	wonderful,	tangible	expression	of	
who	we	are	as	“Synod”	walking	together,	making	a	difference,	even	if	not	bodily	present.		Call	the	Synod	
Office	if	you	cannot	get	the	items	where	they	need	to	be.	

Items	needed	for	the	Health	Kits:	 	 	 	 Suggested	items	for	Love	Bundles:	
2	Bars	of	Bath	Soap	 bars	of	Soap	–	any	size		 							Tube	of	toothpaste	
Fingernail	clippers	 	 	 	 	 Deodorant/Antiperspirant			Socks,	underwear	
Bath-sized	towel	 Hand-sized	towel		 					Chapstick	
Comb	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Bottle	of	shampoo	
Toothbrush	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

PLEASE	DO	NOT	ASSEMBLE	THE	KITS!																																																																																																
THE	YOUTH	WILL	DO	THE	ASSEMBLY	AT	THE	MARKED!	EVENTS!																																														

Thank	you	for	your	cooperation	and	participation	in	this	effort.		If	you	have	any	questions	or	concerns,	please	don’t	
hesitate	to	contact	me	at	kfinegan@nglsynod.org	or	call	the	Synod	Office	at	906-228-2300.	

Please	note	the	
dates	have	
changed	



	



Summer 
2017

AreAre  youyou  aa  physician,physician,  PA,PA,  NP,NP,  nurse,nurse,  
dentist,dentist,  dentaldental  hygienisthygienist  oror  otherother  
medical/dentalmedical/dental  professional?professional?    

DoDo  youyou  wantwant  anan  experienceexperience  
ofof  aa  lifetime?lifetime?  WeWe  areare  planningplanning      
anotheranother  dental/medicaldental/medical  missionmission  clinic.clinic.    

JoinJoin  BishopBishop  TomTom  andand  LuanneLuanne  SkrenesSkrenes  onon  theirtheir  nextnext  triptrip  toto  Tanzania!Tanzania!

Medical-Dental Mission Trip
To Tanzania

CostCost  ––aboutabout  $3000-4000$3000-4000  
whichwhich  includesincludes  travel,travel,  
lodging,lodging,  andand  aa  safarisafari

The Medical  Board of the Eastern 
and Coastal Diocese in Tanzania is 
specifically looking for dentists and 
clinicians in obstetrics, geriatrics, 

palliative care, and rehab, though all 
specialists are encouraged to 

consider.  

INTERESTED?  CONTACT 
LUANNE SKRENES FOR 
MORE INFO
TLSKRENES@AOL.COM ]

mailto:TLSkrenes@aol.com


Walk	for	Water	
in	the	Headwaters	Conference		

by	Dan	Laatsch	
	
	

“If	you	offer	your	food	to	the	hungry	and	satisfy	the	need	of	the	afflicted,	your	light	will	rise.		The	Lord	
will	guide	you	and	satisfy	your	needs.		You	shall	be	like	a	watered	garden.”							Isaiah	58:10-11	
	
Dearest	Sisters	and	Brothers	in	Christ:	
	
Please	come	with	me	to	meet	Bishop	Harry	Andersen,	our	friend	and	my	mentor.	
	
I	met	Pastor	Harry	Andersen	over	40	years	ago	at	Green	Lake,	when	we	served	on	the	
Board	of	Directors	of	Wisconsin	Conference	of	Churches.		We	became	brothers	in	Christ	
as	we	sang	“What	a	friend	we	have	in	Jesus,”	praying	and	working	in	the	name	of	Jesus,	
our	Redeemer.	
	
When	Judy	and	I	moved	our	family	up	north,	Pastor	Harry	greeted	us	and	asked	us	to	
pray	for	a	new	place	of	worship	in	Eagle	River.	
	
A	 few	 years	 later,	 seminary	 student	 Margaret	 Johnson,	 Pastor	 Jerry	 Check,	 Pastor	
Norman	 Peterson	 and	 I	 were	 voting	 members	 of	 the	 convening	 assembly	 of	 the	
Northern	Great	Lakes	Synod,	ELCA	at	Houghton,	Michigan.	
	
Four	pastors	stood	before	us	explaining	what	they	would	do	as	Bishop.		The	fifth	pastor	
spoke	about	what	the	Holy	Spirit	would	do	through	us.		Margaret	Johnson	said	“That’s	
our	 Bishop.”	 	 Harry	 Andersen	was	 elected	 as	 the	 first	 Bishop	 of	 the	 Northern	 Great	
Lakes	Synod	that	day.	 	Later,	Margaret	became	our	pastor	at	Prince	of	Peace	 in	Eagle	
River,	 Wisconsin.	 	 Our	 sister	 and	 brothers	 in	 Christ,	 Betty	 and	 Truman	 Gussick	 and	
Pastor	Tom	Skrenes	were	also	at	that	convening	assembly.	
	
Now	you	know	the	rest	of	the	story.		We	“walked	for	water”	in	memory	of	Bishop	Harry	
Andersen.		His	spirit	will	always	walk	with	us.	
	
This	year,	we	met	our	goal	of	$2,500	to	bring	safe	water	to	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	
Flint,	Michigan.		Thank	you	for	your	gifts	and	for	waking	with	us.	
	
God’s	work.		Our	Hands.	
	
God’s	richest	Blessing, 	
Dan	and	Judy	Laatsch	



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 

A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 

 

           Prayer Calendar – October 2016 
 

1 Pray for all attending the Fortune Lake Fall Fest: Tree House dedication, auction, 
country market, country store and more activities today at FLLC. 

2 For Pastor Katherine Finegan as she travels to St. Louis for a Conflict Resolution 
Workshop, Oct 2-7. 

3 Pray for Pastors Tom Wickstrom, Kenneth Carlson, Richard Likeness, and 
George Candea-Kromm, as they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

4 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors –Selma Karjala and Nancy Kalweit. 

5 Pray for those pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month:  
Timothy Vadis 10/05, Kenneth Carlson 10/13, and Maxine Gray 10/16. 

6 Pray for all those across the synod attending fall conference meetings all this month. 

7 Pray for our retired pastors and their spouses – Rev Norman and Mary Peterson & 
Rev Douglas and Susan Pohlman. 

8 Pray for Bishop Skrenes as he attends the installation of Bishop Paul Erickson in the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod today.  

9 For Bishop Skrenes as he attends the installation of Bishop William Gohl in the 
Delaware/Maryland Synod today. 

10 Pray for all those suffering from mental illness and for their families who also 
struggle for understanding and relief today, World Mental Health Day. 

11 For the Leadership Support Committee as they meet today at FLLC. 

12 Pray for the members of Christ Lutheran Church, Upperco MD (Rev Michael 
Adams), The Charles Waverly Mission, Baltimore MD (Rev Jason Chesnut), and 
Holy Comforter Lutheran Church, Baltimore MD (Rev Davis Eisenhuth.) 

13 For those addicted to alcohol or drugs that they are able to break the chains of 
addiction.   Provide counselors and programs to help them. 

14 Pray for our pastors on Clergy Appreciation Day.  We thank God for their 
presence among us – preaching the Word and celebrating the Sacraments – 
for being there to nurture and care for us, to guide and teach, to listen, to 

challenge us and take us in new directions, and to be examples of God’s love.   

15 For those attending the Junior High Retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, 
Crystal Falls Oct 14 -15.  

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


 

16 We pray for Sunday School teachers and leaders everywhere as they continue to give 
our children Christian foundations. 

17 For the Stewardship Committee as they meet at Bethany in Escanaba at 11:00 E.T. 
today. 

18 Pray for Pastors Doug Johnson, Marcia Solberg, Duane Priebe, Judy Kincaid, 
and Judy Kirchoff as they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

19 For the Lutheran Social Services Day event at St Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Marquette at 10:00.  

20 For Bishop Skrenes who is attending ELCA Endowment Board Meeting in 
Chicago, today and tomorrow.  

21 Pray for those pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: 
Dale Skogman 10/21, Stephen Gauger 10/28, and Kari Vadis 10/28. 

22 For those attending the Bell Choir Workshop at Bethel Ishpeming at 9:00 today. 

23 Pray for Pastor Joe Daiker as he is installed at Bethel, Cedarville and Zion, Allenville, 
at Bethel – 3:00 p.m. today. 

24 Pray for the members of Shepherd of the Lakes in Sayner and their interim 
pastor, Rev. Dean Marin as they continue in the call process during a pastoral 
vacancy. 

25 Pray for the members of Faith Lutheran Church, North Avenue, Baltimore MD 
(Rev Andriamaheninkaja Zavandro), New Light Lutheran Church Baltimore MD 
(Rev Kristi Kunkel), Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Baltimore MD (Rev Christine 
Parker.) 

26 For the Transformational Ministry Council Retreat Planning Meeting – FLLC 
at 10:00 a.m. C.T. today.  

27 Pray that people of all races, backgrounds, and economic situations may try to 
see each other as individuals with problems we may never have experienced 
ourselves, but nevertheless try to really understand.  

28 Pray for all those attending the Festival of Congregational Renewal at First Lutheran 
church in Gladstone, Oct 28 & 29.  We thank all those who are leading the 
workshops and who organized the event.       Lots of great workshops! 

29 Also pray for all of our seminary students, especially Kelly Ylitalo as she begins her 
seminary journey. 

30 Pray for the members of Anzania Front Cathedral, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and 
their NGLS Companion Congregation, Messiah in Marquette (Revs David Van 
Kley & Amanda Kossow, pastors.) 

31   Pray that the God who reformed the church through Martin Luther 
five centuries ago may continue to reform – and transform – the 
church today. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

  

 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 

A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 

 

         Prayer Calendar – November 2016 
 

1 On this All Saints’ Day remember with thanksgiving those who have gone 
before us – their care and support, their love and strength, their teaching and 
guidance, their faithful witness and example – all of their gifts to us of God’s 
grace.  Pray also for Bishop Skrenes as he travels to Madison today for the 

Planned Giving meeting.                                                                                                                                                    

2 Pray for Rev. Katherine Finegan, Assistant to the Bishop, as she attends the 
Directors of Evangelical Mission meeting in Chicago, Oct 31-Nov 3. 

3 Pray for members of Church on the Square, Baltimore MD (Rev James Hamilton), St. 
Paul, Curtis Bay, Baltimore MD (Rev K. Schmitt), and Community of St. Dysmas,  
Baltimore MD (Rev Gerry Rickel.)    

4 Pray for retired pastors and their spouses: Rev Duane & Kathy Priebe and Rev Paul  
& Sandee Raappanaa and for the spouses of deceased pastors –Betty Linna and 
Karen Merckx. 

5 Pray for The Sticky Faith and Faithful Finances Workshops at Immanuel in 
Negaunee today. 

6 For Rev. David Johnson as he is installed today as Pastor in his new churches, 
Bethany in Norway and Calvary in Quinnesec. 

7   November is National Adoption Month. Pray for those children who are                                                                                                                                                                                           
now part of a family and have a sense of belonging.  Pray for those children  who 
continue to be a part of God’s family, while they wait for parents.  Pray for all 
those who open their hearts and their lives to a child. 

8 Pray for the Synod Worship Committee as they meet today at Bethany in Republic at 
10:30 today. 

9 For all those going on the Reformation Bus Trip to Minneapolis, Nov 9-11.  Stay safe 
and have a wonderful time! 

10 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: 
Katherine Finegan 11/03, LaVonne Stephenson 11/09, and George Candea-Kromm 11/11.   

11 On this Veterans Day we pray for all of the brave men and women who served 
in our armed forces whether dead, retired from the military, or still serving our country.  
We thank them for defending our nation, its people, and standing up for oppressed people 
everywhere.   

12 Pray for those attending the Synod Endowment Board meeting at the synod office 
today at 11:00. 

13 In these days of emphasis on stewardship, we pray that we may become better 
stewards of all that God has given us, our planet and its resources, ourselves, 
our time, our talents, and our possessions; sign of His gracious love.    

14 Pray for those attending the First Call Theological Event in Marathon, WI, Nov 13-16. 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
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15 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: Micheal 
Laakko 11/13, Warren Geier 11/13, and Kevin Kaiser 11/17. 

16 Pray for Bishop Skrenes as he attend the Companion Synod meetings in Chicago 
Nov 16-18. 

17 For the Mission Outreach Committee meeting at the synod office at 11:00 today. 

18 Pray for Pastors Sally Wilke, Jennifer Johnson-Wrege, Tom Skrenes Jim Wendt and Kurt 
and Mary Beth Kovanen as they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

19 Pray for the members of the First Lutheran and Trinity Lutheran in Iron River 
and their interim pastor, Rev Micheal Laakko as they continue in the call process 
during a pastoral vacancy. 

20   Rejoice! Christ the King is here, on his throne, on the cross, and here in our midst.   
Give thanks to God this day for Christ the King.   

21 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month:  Earl 
Bergh 11/20, Tom Wickstrom 11/22, and David Van Kley 11/25.  

22 Pray for prayer ministries across our synod – prayer services, prayer chains, prayer 
shawls, prayer beads, whatever ways we offer prayer to God for those in need and those  
who rejoice. 

23 Pray for children who are victims of bullying by others; that their teachers, 
counselors, and especially other children will help to support them.  

24  We give thanks this day for the blessings God has bestowed upon 
us – the blessings we see around us in our daily lives; our health, families, 
and friends; the blessings that we overlook; and most of all the blessings of 
hope which we have in our Lord, Jesus Christ.        

25 Also pray for all of our seminary students, especially Terry Frankenstein who will 
graduate next month. 

26 Pray for members of People’s Community Church, Baltimore MD (Rev Eric 
Campbell), Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Rosedale MD (Rev Matthew 
Fuhrman), and Journey of Faith Lutheran Church, Baltimore MD (Rev Patrick 
Gahagen.)  

27 Pray for church choirs everywhere, and their musicians and directors.  Thank 
them for the hours spent practicing to send joyful praises to our Lord. 

28 Pray for the members of Mbezi Beach Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania and their NGLS Companion Congregation, Eden in Munising (Rev Ann 
Gonyea –Alexander,  pastor.) 

29 For our government leaders at every level that they will work to protect and 
strengthen those who live on the margins of our society. 

30 For those with macular degeneration and other visual impairments, keep them 
safe and provide them with caregivers to help them negotiate in the midst of a sighted 
world. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 
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