
 

From the Bishop 

TRANSITION: CALLING A BISHOP 
 

I just re-read our Synod’s constitution.  Okay, I get it—not exactly exciting read-
ing—but after all, forgive me; I love C-Span on television too! When I read 
“Chapter 8-Bishop”of the Synod’s constitution, I come up with 48 different         
responsibilities of the person who serves as bishop.  In my eighteen years as your 
bishop, I have exercised all 48 of these “powers.” The most important duty is the 
first one listed. It is “to preach, teach, and administer the sacraments in accord 
with the Confession of Faith of this Church.”  I was ordained 36+ years ago to 
preach the Word of God.  That is what I do!  
 

A long time ago, I spoke with one of the writers of the ELCA model constitution 
for synods which we adopted in 1987.  This pastor said he was most proud, in his whole career,  that he 
had coined the phrase in the constitution, “as this Synod’s pastor.” To be the Synod’s pastor is the basis of 
all 48 responsibilities of bishop.  As a Synod in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we want a 
bishop who is first, last and always, “a pastor.”   
 

The administration, guidance and leadership I have given the Synod and our congregations, institutions and 
clergy has been important.  But I am most pleased with the times I could be a pastor to this Synod.  When I 
visited with a pastor who has suffered from self-esteem issues, when I shared the Christian faith with a lay 
president who had lost her parents to death and who was grieving, when I called upon a congregation  
council who was questioning their purpose, when I helped a congregation decide on a new building       
program or when I worked with a church that knew it needed to close—then I was the Synod’s pastor! 
When I confronted lies being told about our national church, when I encouraged a donor to make a        
generous gift, when I pushed stewardship “big time” for 25 years, when I stood up to bigotry by people on 
both sides of the sexuality issue, when I taught Fortune Lake counselors about Lutheranism, when I joined 
a couple in marriage or baptized a pastor’s baby or when I ordained men and women into the ministry of 
Word and Sacrament and in the same week presided at the funeral service for one of our retired ministers,      
I was the Synod’s pastor. 
 

In May, you will elect a new “pastor” of this Synod.  He or she will serve you for a six year term and will 
preach, teach, administer, ordain, install, exercise leadership, resolve conflict, inspire, cultivate, consult, 
oversee, administer and preside amongst you. Being bishop is a great job.  Yet, it is a sobering responsibil-
ity.  Above all—it is a Calling of God. Yes Capital “C” and Capital “G.”  It is above all a Calling of God!! 

You my friends will, as a part of this work of the Spirit, call another one to serve as your bishop.  You will 
vote and you will reflect God’s will. What a privilege!  I am excited to know who this person will be---and 
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I am trusting that God the Holy Spirit knows who the person is who will assume this office on September 1, 
2017. In only six months God will reveal that bishop’s name to us! 
 

Below you will read news of the process to elect a new bishop. You will also read about a “self-study” to 
learn again who we are as a Synod.  So hold on—get excited—and lift up your hearts to the Lord Jesus 
Christ who has given us every reason to hope. 

 

 

SYNOD SELF-STUDY: REPORT BY  

VICE PRESIDENT  PAM LONG 

 

The Synod Council passed a resolution at their September 2016 meeting that 
the Synod undertake a         self-study process during the fall of 2016 and early 
winter 2017.  Subsequently, Pastor Doug Johnson, Chairperson of the Transi-
tion Team set up by the Synod Council also at their September 2016 meeting to oversee the details of the 
Bishop’s Election process, contacted the ELCA Office of Research and Evaluation Team (ORET) in Chica-
go and reported that ORET offered to assist us with this work. 
 

ORET will compile a summary of our Synod based upon statistics that are already available to them.  In  
addition, they will send four individuals to our synod on Friday, February 17, and Saturday,              Febru-
ary 18, 2017, to conduct interviews with Synod leaders, both lay and clergy.  The Fr iday evening 
meeting will take place at United Lutheran Church in Crystal Fall, MI and will involve the four member 
ORET Visitation Group and any members of the Synod Transition Team and Synod Council who can be 
present.  On Saturday, the ORET will split up for interviews with individual congregations (pastor and 2-3 
lay members.)  These will take place both at United in Crystal Falls and at Messiah Lutheran Church in 
Marquette. The day will be broken up into time slots at each location and it is anticipated that at least 24 
congregations will take part.  Questions that would be asked by the researchers include but are not limited 
to: What has gone well with the synod?  What has not? What dreams does your congregation/the Synod 
have for the future? What needs tending in the Synod in the next years? What do we need to cele-
brate? 

 

The Synod Council at their meeting in late January will determine exactly how those time slots will be 
filled.  More information about how this will happen will be available in the near future.  We will need to 
get as wide of a cross-section of the Synod as possible to participate in these interviews. 

 

By the end of March, 2017, the ORET will compile a report for the Synod Council.  Information from this 
report will then be made available throughout the Synod. 

 

 

ELECTING A BISHOP: HOW WE 
DO IT! 

BY SYNOD SECRE- TARY  

 Bishop THOMAS A. Skrenes  (continued) 
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BISHOP THOMAS A. SKRENES  (continued) 

 

Pastor Doug Johnson, Chair:  Synod Secretary; 
current Council Executive Committee member; 
multi-term Synod Council member; pastor in       

the Synod from the beginning of 
the Synod;      Conference 4; Cler-
gy 
 

Pam Long:  Synod Vice Presi-
dent; current Council Executive 

Committee member; Former Licensed Lay Minister 
in our Synod; multi-term Synod Council member; 
active on Synod committees; Conference 2; Lay 
Female 
 

Larry Pagel:  Synod Treasurer; current Council 
Executive Committee member; multi-term Synod 
Council member; active on Synod committees; 
Conference 8; Lay Male 
 

Rick Pink:  Current Council member; current 
Council Executive Committee member; multi-term 
Council member; active on Synod committees; 
Conference 7; Lay Male 
 

Barb Maines:  Current Council member; multi-
term Council member; active on Synod committees; 
Conference 3; Lay Female 

 

Bill Weis:  Current Council member; new to the 
Council; new to Synod work; Conference 4; Lay 
Male 
 

Pastor Mike Laakko:  Current Council Member; 
current Council Executive Committee member; 
multi-term Council member; Pastor in the Synod 
from the beginning of the Synod; Conference 4; 
Clergy 

Pauline Kiltinen:  Former  Synod Vice Presi-
dent; multi-term Council member; active on Synod 
committees; Conference 8; Lay Female 
 

Pastor Ellie Russey:  Retired Pastor; Grew up in 
the Upper Peninsula and has returned in retire-
ment; active on Synod committees; Conference 7; 
Clergy 
 

PASTOR DOUG JOHNSON 
 

The Synod Council has approved having some kind 
of a pre-identification process to lift up to members 
of our Synod and to the voting members of our 2017 
Synod Assembly, individuals who would have an 
openness to being elected and called as the next 
bishop of the Northern Great Lakes Synod.  Exactly 
how this process will unfold will not be finalized 
until the Synod Council meets again in late January, 
2017. We will more than likely not begin any pre-
identification process until late March or early April 
2017 following the completion of our Synod self-
study. Please understand that neither the Bishop’s 
Office Transition Team nor the Synod Council will 
be making any kind of recommendations on any 
candidates for the office of Bishop.  The purpose    
of a pre-identification process is to allow for the  
dissemination of information about individuals who 
would be willing to serve as bishop, thus providing 
an opportunity for discernment, dialogue, prayer, 
and consideration. 
 

Our Synod constitution requires that we use an ec-
clesiastical ballot at our Synod Assembly. So even 
with a pre-identification process, all voting members 
of the Synod Assembly will still receive a blank 
piece of paper for the first ballot in the bishop’s elec-

tion process and they will be instruct-
ed to write down the name of any one 
rostered minister of Word and Sacra-
ment in the ELCA.  So just because 
an individual has been pre-identified 
as willing to serve, someone will still 

need to write their name on the first ballot for them 
to be nominated for election. 
 

More information about the shape and form of this 
pre-identification process will be shared as soon as  
it is available.  We are in consultation with the 
Churchwide office of the ELCA who are assisting us 
in this work. Please pray that God will guide our 
Synod in this process and bring us to know the    in-
dividual that God has already identified as the next 
bishop of our Synod. 
 

Members of the Synod Transition Team as identified 
by the Executive Committee and agreed to by the 
Synod Council are: 
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BISHOP THOMAS A. SKRENES (continued) 

Pastor Peter Vorhes: Multi-term Council member; 
Pastor in the Synod from the beginning of the Syn-
od; active on Synod committees; Conference 2; 
Clergy 
 

Bishop Tom Skrenes:  Serves as Synod staff     
resource with voice but no vote. 

 

 

 
IN THANKSGIVING: 

 

For the Life of Dorothy Anderson: 

The widow of Bishop Emeritus Harry Andersen, 
Dorothy Andersen died on Thursday evening,      
October 13, 2016.  Dorothy was a wonderful wom-
an of faith and a great friend and support of her 
spouse.  She had been in failing health for some 
time and died under hospice care at the age of 92.  
The family is planning a memorial service in the 
spring in her native Nebraska where her remains 
will be buried next to her husband.  You may com-
municate with the three children, one daughter and 
two sons and their families, by sending condolences 
to daughter Elaine Bugge at 5940 Woodcreek Lane, 
Middleton, WI 53562.  “Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord that they may have rest from their 
labors.” 

For the Life of Selma Karjala: 

 

The widow of Pastor Ahti Karjala, Selma Karjala 

died at her home on October 8, 2016. Selma was a     

dedicated pastor’s spouse and a woman of great 

faith. She married Ahti in November 1945.  A mem-

ber of Grace Lutheran in Gwinn, she was buried on 

Saturday, October 15, 2016. You may communicate 

with her family by writing son Paul Karjala at 126 E. 

Blueberry Street, Gwinn, MI  49841.  “In Christ 

shall we all be made alive.” 

 
 

 

 
For the Ministry of Pastor 
Soren Schmidt: 
 

Installed as campus pastor at Finlandia     Universi-
ty on November 29, 2016. God bless his work at a 
university of this church.  

 

For the Ministry of Pastor David Johnson: 
 

Installed as pastor at Bethany in Norway and Calva-
ry in Quinnesec on November 6, 2016.  God is at 
work as he serves  God’s people in these congrega-
tions. 

 

 

+Thomas A. Skrenes 

Bishop 

    Always Being Made New 

Enclosed with this newsletter, please find the grant application for Always Being Made New 
Hunger Grants.  A letter, brochure and grant application have been sent to your congregation 
and can be found online at www.nglsynod.org.  Applications are due by September 1, 2017. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Did you catch a glimpse of the Super moon in 

November? We received a preview of it in      

October.  I was driving home from a meeting, 

and watched as the enormous Harvest Moon    

rose golden and glowing over corn stalks that  

had been left in the field. 

The Super moon was even more glorious….so 

I’ve been told, and the pictures that I’ve seen of  

it clearly show how wonderful it was.  You see,   

I thought November 14 was optimum super 

moon viewing.  But November 14 was cloudy 

and overcast.  The moon was not visible.  But  

the day before that, November 13, was clear, 

and the moon rise was  stunning.  At least that’s 

what everybody said.   

I missed it, because I was waiting another day 

before I took the time to go outside and take a 

look.  On November 13, I took a walk in the 

woods, and I marveled at the golden light that 

filtered through the trees.  I felt lucky to get in  

a walk before it was completely dark.  I was in 

a rush to take advantage of the thirty minutes  

of daylight before darkness descended during 

these short days.  Then there was supper to 

make.  For me to have seen that super moon, I 

would have had to get in the car again, and 

drive to a spot where I could see the horizon, 

unobstructed by trees and hills.  The thought of 

doing so didn’t occur to me, because there was 

the next thing to do, and I still had the next 

day….right? 

No.  So I missed it.  I missed the once in a   

lifetime Super Duper moon, that shows up may-

Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine Finegan 

be every 70 years or something.  For   whatever 

astronomical reason, the super moon is closer to 

the earth, and appears 30% larger than regular.  

But I missed it, and can only look at the pic-

tures, that look photo-shopped because the 

moon looks so abnormally and impossibly 

large. 

 

 

 

 

 

As the 

Christmas season nears, we hear        pro-

claimed once again that the Lord is coming.  It 

is the Advent of our God, the Lord is coming 

near, and for a brief time, it seems to me that 

God appears to come even closer than usual, 

showing up larger than life, larger than the usu-

al distant glimpse.  The Lord’s coming, as al-

ways, is glorious, awe-inspiring, where those 

who take the time to witness it will be blessed 

with a clear view and they won’t be able to tear 

their eyes away.  Those who are vigilant for the 

Lord’s coming will bask in the glow of God’s 

rising glory. 

Isn’t that what Christmas is, after all, a coming 

closer to God, a coming closer to a presence 

that makes us pause, and marvel, and reflect on 

the wonders of His love?  At Christmas, the 
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Lord comes near, and with that coming, the tide 

of our emotions comes nearer the surface, our 

desire for peace on earth and good will to all 

becomes more palpable, and we feel the gap 

between our hopes and fears more acutely. 

The Lord is coming near.  As the days of      

Advent continue, we feel the pull towards 

Christmas and the Christ-child whose birth we 

will celebrate.  Our morning star is dawning.  

The time will soon be fulfilled. 

 

 

 

 

So take the time to put 

aside the next thing, 

pause in the pre-holiday busy-ness to seek out 

the soon to be here King, so that the moment of 

coming is not missed and all you have are the 

stories that others tell, good stories to be sure, 

beautiful and true.  But the Lord would come to 

you.  The Lord seeks you out.  Jesus comes for 

you, to give himself to you.   

The Lord is coming, whether we are ready or 

not, but there is blessing in the waiting and the 

watching.  There is blessing as we rise to meet 

him, as we scan the horizon for the light of    

his coming, as we listen for the herald of the 

angels, and as we anticipate the blessed        

moment when, with the shepherds, we will 

creep quiet and close to kneel within that    

manger glow of the Savior of the world, Jesus 

the Christ, and worship him.  

We are called to ponder mystery  

and await the coming Christ,  

to embody God’s compassion  

for each fragile human life.   

God is with us in our longing  

to bring healing to the earth,  

while we watch with joy and wonder  

for the promised Savior’s birth. 

 

~ELW #258 Unexpected and Mysterious 

 

Yours in Christ,                                                         

Pastor Katherine Finegan 

 

The Synod Constitution Committee                  

encourages congregations who are working 

to update their constitution, to use the most  

recent 2016 Model Constitution, available  

at www.elca.org.  Please let Pastor Doug 

Johnson know you are in the process of   

updating and submit your proposed changes 

to him before approving  

any updates at a                    

Congregational Meeting. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjblrXHtc7QAhVqxoMKHSRhDLAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wisynod.org%2Fconstitutions.html&psig=AFQjCNEx9cXcxA9_ztoyLgs2pFH0br0EQA&ust=1480524380934343
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartfinders.com%2Fclipart%2F371%2Fgallery-for-gt-poinsettia-flower-clip-art-371335.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartfinders.com%2Fpoinsettia-black-and-white-clipart.html&docid=qDe8Hpt5KVmnCM&t


 

In this season of giving and thanksgiving, we lift up our voices in praise and thanks to God who 
has so generously blessed us.  Mission support giving is 2.7% or $17,114 higher than last year at 
this time, with designated gifts over 25% higher (due in great part to gifts received from St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, Marquette following their closure.)  As we come to the end of 2016, 
we thank all our congregations for their partnership in the Synod’s ministry and encourage all to 
make every effort to meet or exceed their pledge for the year. 
 

Please note these dates: 
January 10, 2017 Last Day for Checks to Arrive in Synod Office so that  
   2016 benevolence gifts can be credited to 2016 giving. 
 
February 9, 2017 Last Day for Checks to Arrive in Synod Office so that  
   January, 2017 giving can be credited to Synod Fiscal year. 
              - Betsy Koski, 
Bookkeeper 

As of 10/31 2015 2016 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 829,089 829,367 +278   0% 

Amount Received 638,921 656,035 +17,114 +2.7% 

Designated Gifts 137,578 172,314 +34,736 +25.2% 

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 

Full-time 
 

Porterfield, Porterfield; Beaver American, Pound—Pastor Ken Michaelis 
 

Zion, Manistique—Pastor Stephen Gauger 
 

First, Iron River; Trinity, Stambaugh—Pastor Mike Laakko 
 

Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner—Rev. Dean Marin 
 

Faith, Ishpeming—Rev. Doug Norquist 

 

Part-time 
 

Grace, South Range; First, Dollar Bay—Rev. Julie Belew 
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December 4-10 Karen Carter 

December 11-17 Pastor Norm Peterson 

December 18-24 Pastor Kay Richter 

December 25-31 Bishop Thomas Skrenes 

January 1-7 Bishop Emeritus Dale Skogman 

January 8-14 Pastor John Kuziej 

January 15-21 Ray Berg 

January 22-28 Phil Wirtanen 

January 29-February 4 Susan Anderson 
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SYNOD	CALENDAR		
	

	

	

	

	
1	 Youth	Committee	Meeting,	10	a.m.	ET	at	

	 the	Synod	Office	
	 	
6	 Synod	Staff	Meeting,	11	a.m.	ET	at	the	

	 Synod	Office	 	
	
9-10	 Bi-Synodical	Candidacy	Meeting	in	

	 Appleton,	WI	
	
10		 Bishop’s	Transition	Team	Meeting,		
	 	 11	a.m.	ET	at	the	Synod	Office	
	
13	 Pericope	(conf.	8	clergy)	10:30	a.m.	ET	at	

the	Synod	Office	
	
14	 Transformational	Ministry	Council	

	 Planning	Meeting,	10	a.m.	CT	at	
	 Fortune	Lake	Lutheran	Camp	

	
17	 NGLS	Stewardship	Committee,	11	a.m.	

	 ET	at	Bethany,	Escanaba	
	
20	 Synod	Staff	Meeting,	11	a.m.	ET	at	the	

	 Synod	Office	
	
21	 Synod	Office	closed	for	Staff	Christmas	

	 celebration	
	
23	 Synod	Office	closed	for	Christmas	
	
25	 Have	a	blessed	Christmas	Day!	 	
	
26	 Synod	Office	closed	for	Christmas	
	
30	 Synod	Office	closed	

 
	

	
	

	
	

1	 Happy	New	Year!	
	
2	 Synod	Office	closed	for	New	Year	
	
3	 Synod	Staff	Meeting,	11	a.m.	ET	at	the		
	 	 Synod	Office	
	
4-9	 Academy	of	Bishops	in	Charleston,	SC	
	
10	 Last	Day	for	Checks	to	arrive	in	Synod		
	 	 Office	so	that	2016	benevolence	gifts	
	 	 can	be	credited	to	2016	giving	
	
11	 Synod	Staff	Meeting,	11	a.m.	ET	at	the		
	 	 Synod	Office	
	
12	 Synod	Assembly	Planning	Meeting,		
	 	 11	a.m.	ET	at	the	Synod	Office	
	
15	 Companion	Synod	Committee	Meeting	
	 	 3	p.m.	ET	at	Immanuel,	Negaunee	
	
16	 Stewardship	Committee	Meeting,		
	 	 11	a.m.	ET	at	the	Synod	Office	
	
19	 Mission	Outreach	Committee	Meeting,	
	 	 11	a.m.	ET	at	the	Synod	Office	
	
24	 Synod	Staff	Meeting,	11	a.m.	ET	at	the		
	 	 Synod	Office	
	
27-28	Synod	Council	Meeting	at	Northland		
	 	 Lutheran	Retirement	Community,		
	 	 Marinette	
	

2016	 2017	



	
	
	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

		
	 	

 

 
Advertizing Campaign 
Gloria Dei, Hancock 
Bethany, Mohawk 
Christ the King, Escanaba 
Bethany, Ishpemng 
 
 
 
Answer the Call/Fund for 
Leaders 
Bethany, Mohawk 
Jacob Heikkinen 
Rev. Gerald and Susan Anderson 
 
 
Companion Synod Projects 
Good Shepherd, Houghton 
St. Paul, Mass City 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
Immanuel WELCA, Negaunee 
Ruth Warmanen 
United WELCA, Crystal Falls 
Manistique Women’s Club 
Patricia Bacon 
 
 
 
ELCA Disaster Relief 
Salem, Ironwood 
All Saints, Wakefield 
Grace, South Range 
Ascension, Minocqua 
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
Bethany, Amasa 
Our Saviors, Marinette 
Zion, Marinette 
First, Gladstone 
Our Redeemer, Newberry 
Immanuel, Negaunee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
General Endowment Fund 
Rev. Keith and Karen Kolstad 
Jacob Heikkinen 
Rev. Paul and Sandra Raappana 
Rev. Kevin Kaiser 
Rev. LaVonne Stephenson 
 
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
Calvary, Rapid River 
Faith, Rock 
Zion, Manistique 
Zion, St. Ignace 
Grace, Gwinn 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 
 
 
Lutheran Social Services 
Emanuel, Skandia 
 
 
Lutheran World Relief 
Salem, Ironwood 
Conference 1 
Faith, Calumet 
Calvary, Minocqua 
Calvary, Rapid River 
Our Redeemer, Newberry 
St. James, Rudyard 
Zion, St. Ignace 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 

 
Missionary Sponsorship 
Trinity, Rhinelander 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
Emanuel, Skandia 
 
 
 
Mission Outreach Fund 
Bethany, Norway 

   Immanuel, Escanaba 
 
 
Seminarian Support 
Zion, Ironwood 
All Saints WELCA, Wakefield 
Faith, Rock 
Barbara Hammerberg 
 
 
 
Skogman Scholarship Fund 
Dirk and Sue Manson 
Rev. James and Laura Wendt 
 
 
Stewardship Programs 
Mike Gaunt 
 
 
Walk for Water, Flint 
Prince of Peace, Eagle River 
Trinity, Rhinelander 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Summer 
2017

AreAre  youyou  aa  physician,physician,  PA,PA,  NP,NP,  nurse,nurse,  
dentist,dentist,  dentaldental  hygienisthygienist  oror  otherother  
medical/dentalmedical/dental  professional?professional?    

DoDo  youyou  wantwant  anan  experienceexperience  
ofof  aa  lifetime?lifetime?  WeWe  areare  planningplanning      
anotheranother  dental/medicaldental/medical  missionmission  clinic.clinic.    

JoinJoin  BishopBishop  TomTom  andand  LuanneLuanne  SkrenesSkrenes  onon  theirtheir  nextnext  triptrip  toto  Tanzania!Tanzania!

Medical-Dental Mission Trip
To Tanzania

CostCost  ––aboutabout  $3000-4000$3000-4000  
whichwhich  includesincludes  travel,travel,  
lodging,lodging,  andand  aa  safarisafari

The Medical  Board of the Eastern 
and Coastal Diocese in Tanzania is 
specifically looking for dentists and 
clinicians in obstetrics, geriatrics, 

palliative care, and rehab, though all 
specialists are encouraged to 

consider.  

INTERESTED?  CONTACT 
LUANNE SKRENES FOR 
MORE INFO
TLSKRENES@AOL.COM ]

mailto:TLSkrenes@aol.com


Always Being Made New 
Grant Application 
~Hunger Grants~ 

	
If	you	prefer	to	submit	this	application	electronically,		

please	email	Pastor	Katherine	Finegan	at	kfinegan@nglsynod.org		
for	an	emailed	form,	or	go	online	at	www.nglsynod.org.		

	

Congregation:		 	 	 	 Contact:	

Address:		 	 	 	 	 Phone:	

Phone:		 	 	 	 	 Email:	
	

1. Write	a	narrative	describing	the	proposed	project.		Include	consideration	of	the	
following	questions:		Why	is	there	a	need?		Who	is	the	intended	audience?		What	is	
your	goal?	How	will	you	accomplish	this	goal?		And	what	congregational	or	
community	resources	will	you	utilize?			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



2. Please	complete	the	budget	worksheet	below.	
	
	Total	Anticipated	Cost	of	the	project	$_________	 	 Amount	requested:	$__________	
	

I	understand	that	this	grant	is	intended	to	address		
issues	of	hunger	and	poverty	in	our	community.			

In	completing	this	grant	form,	I	agree	to	provide	a	final	report	within	45	days	of	the	
conclusion	of	the	initial	activity.		I	give	permission	for	the	Northern	Great	lakes	Synod	to	share	

ideas,	insights,	and	photos	generated	by	this	effort.	
	
	
Signature	of	Contact	Person_________________________________		Date_________________	
	
	
	

Estimated	Budget	Worksheet	
	
Expenses	 	 Income	 	
Supplies	 	 Always	Being	Made	

New	Synod	Grant	
	

Tools	and	Resources	 	 Congregational	
Matching	Funds	

	

Volunteer	Hours	 	 Other	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	
	

(Please	keep	a	copy	of	this	application	for	use	in	completing	the	Post	Event	Report.)	
	



Pastors	and	Adult	Leaders	-	bring	your	Confirmation	
Youth	to	next	year’s	Marked!	Event!!	

MARKED!	events	provide	an	opportunity	to	celebrate	our	identity	as	baptized	
children	of	God	in	our	Lutheran	expression.		Churches	with	a	few	youth	gather	
together	with	the	youth	from	other	congregations	to	spend	an	afternoon	learning	
and	having	fun	together.			 		

This	year,	you	are	invited	to	bring	your	Confirmation	youth	to	one	of	two	events:	
 Sunday,	February	26,	2017	-	hosted	by	Eden,	Munising	

		 	 from	4-7pm	
 Sunday,	March	5	-	hosted	by	Trinity	and	First,	

Iron	River	at	First	from	4-7	

Please	call	the	Synod	Office	to	register	your	“best	guess”	of	how	many	will	
attend,	youth	and	adults,	by	the	Monday	preceding	the	event.	

As	always,	these	events	will	include	music,	worship,	learning,	food	and	fun.	

We	will	be	assembling	LWR	“Health	Kits”	for	global	mission,	and	what	we	are	calling	
“Love	Bundles”	for	local	food	pantries	and	the	homeless!!!!!!	

In	preparation	for	this	very	meaningful,	hands	on	service	project,	your	congregation	is	asked	to	collect	items	
for	the	Health	Kits	and	the	Love	Bundles.				Pastors	and	leaders	will	then	leave	the	MARKED!	event	armed	with	
Love	Bundles	for	their	local	needs,	and	the	Health	Kits	will	get	shipped	off	with	your	quilts	the	following	fall.			

 Bring	the	items	with	you	when	you	come.		If	you	have	items,	but	will	not	be	bringing	youth	to	the	event,	
drop	off	the	items	at	the	host	site,	or	at	a	church	neighbor	who	is	going,	or	bring	them	to	the	Synod	office.	

 EVERY	NGLS	congregation	is	asked	to	participate,	whether	your	congregation	plans	to	attend	a	MARKED!	
event	or	not.		We	need	your	items.		That	every	church	is	involved	is	a	wonderful,	tangible	expression	of	
who	we	are	as	“Synod”	walking	together,	making	a	difference,	even	if	not	bodily	present.		Call	the	Synod	
Office	if	you	cannot	get	the	items	where	they	need	to	be.	

Items	needed	for	the	Health	Kits:	 	 	 	 Suggested	items	for	Love	Bundles:	
2	Bars	of	Bath	Soap	 bars	of	Soap	–	any	size		 							Tube	of	toothpaste	
Fingernail	clippers	 	 	 	 	 Deodorant/Antiperspirant			Socks,	underwear	
Bath-sized	towel	 Hand-sized	towel		 					Chapstick	
Comb	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Bottle	of	shampoo	
Toothbrush	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

PLEASE	DO	NOT	ASSEMBLE	THE	KITS!																																																																																																
THE	YOUTH	WILL	DO	THE	ASSEMBLY	AT	THE	MARKED!	EVENTS!																																														

Thank	you	for	your	cooperation	and	participation	in	this	effort.		If	you	have	any	questions	or	concerns,	please	don’t	
hesitate	to	contact	me	at	kfinegan@nglsynod.org	or	call	the	Synod	Office	at	906-228-2300.	

Please	note	the	
dates	have	
changed	



Marked!	Events	LWR	Health	Kits	-	November,	2016
#	of	Each
Item	Needed	

Average LWR
Attendance Kits

Conference	1	-	IGO
1010 Bessemer Sharon 54 4
1020 Ewen First 28 2
1030 Ironwood St.	Paul 70 5
1040 Ironwood Salem 63 5
1050 Ironwood Zion 70 5
1060 Ironwood St.	John 17 1
1070 Paynesville Our	Savior 23 2
1075 Trout	Creek Trinity 14 1
1080 Wakefield All	Saints 87 6

Conference	2	-	Copper	Country
2010 Atlantic	Mine Our	Saviour's 12 1
2020 Baraga Holy	Cross 46 4
2030 Calumet Faith 104 8
2040 Chassell Holy	Trinity 105 8
2060 Dollar	Bay First 30 2
2070 Hancock Gloria	Dei 182 13
2080 Houghton Good	Shepherd 65 5
2090 L'Anse United 88 6
2100 Mass	City St.	Paul 30 2
2120 Mohawk Bethany 84 6
2125 Copper	Harbor Shepherd/Sea 15 1
2140 Ontonagon Siloa 52 4
2161 Pelkie Mission	United 91 7
2180 South	Range Grace 59 4
2200 Winona First 15 1

Conference	3	-	Headwaters
3010 Conover Pioneer	Lake 81 6
3020 Eagle	River Prince	of	Peace 112 8
3030 Minocqua Ascension 382 20
3040 Minocqua Calvary 108 8
3050 Rhinelander Immanuel 129 9
3060 Rhinelander Trinity 211 14
3070 Sayner Shepherd/Lakes 88 6
3080 Three	Lakes Faith 66 5

Conference	4	-	Four	Rivers
4010 Amasa Bethany 30 2
4020 Crystal	Falls United 93 7
4030 Florence Bethlehem 44 3
4060 Iron	River First 69 5



4080 Norway Bethany 38 3
4100 Pembine Grace 88 6
4110 Quinnesec Calvary 36 3
4120 Stambaugh Trinity 33 3



Marked!	Events	LWR	Health	Kits	-	November,	2016
#	of	Each	

Average LWR	
Attendance Kits

	Conference	5	-	Menominee	Valley
5010 Beaver Beaver	American 57 4
5020 Marinette Our	Saviors 140 10
5030 Marinette St.	James 33 3
5040 Marinette Zion 124 9
5050 Menominee Bethel 115 8
5070 Menominee Emmanuel 240 16
5080 Peshtigo Good	Shepherd 75 5
5090 Porterfield Porterfield 91 7
5100 Stephenson St.	Stephen's 60 4
5110 Wallace Gethsemane 52 4

Conference	6	-	Delta 	
6020 Escanaba Bethany 190 13
6030 Escanaba Christ	the	King 134 9
6040 Escanaba Immanuel 106 7
6050 Gladstone First 191 13
6060 Perkins Bethany 23 2
6070 Rapid	River Calvary 122 9
6080 Rock Faith 40 3
6090 Stonington Trinity 42 3
6100 Trenary First 20 2

Conference	7	-	Three	Lakes
7010 Allenville Zion 35 3
7020 Brevort Trinity 21 2
7030 Cedarville Bethel 67 5
7040 Grand	Marais First 25 2
7060 Manistique Zion 117 8
7070 Newberry Our	Redeemer 66 5
7080 Rudyard St.	James 69 5
7090 St.	Ignace Zion 44 3
7100 Sault	Ste	Marie Faith 70 5

Conference	8	-	Superior	Central
8020 Gwinn Grace 84 6
8030 Ishpeming Bethany 115 8
8040 Ishpeming Bethel 202 14
8050 National	Mine Faith 65 5
8060 Ishpeming Trinity 68 5
8070 Marquette Messiah 289 20
8080 Marquette Prince	of	Peace 73 5
8100 Munising Eden 80 6
8110 Negaunee Bethany 40 3



8120 Negaunee Immanuel 160 11
8135 Palmer/Suomi Community 48 4
8150 Republic Bethany 94 7
8160 Skandia Emanuel 36 3



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 

A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 

 

          Prayer Calendar – December 2016 
 

1 Pray for those attending the Youth Committee meeting 10 a.m. at the Synod Office. 

2 For all those who have lost loved ones and miss them especially during the holiday 
season. 

3 Pray for church choirs and musicians who share their gifts of music as they welcome 
the Christ Child this season. 

4 Advent II – Walk in hope, as you move toward the manger, keeping your 
eyes on the child, the child who will fulfill that hope for all humanity on the 
cross of Good Friday.          

5 Pray for members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Frostburg MD (Rev Richard 
Schoenly), Living Water Lutheran Church Stevensville MD (Rev Robert Day), 
and Global Peace Lutheran Fellowship, Frederick MD (Rev Surekha Nelavala)  

6 Pray for our retired pastors and their spouses – Rev. Eleanor and James Russey 
and Rev. Douglas and Marilyn Schoen. 

7 Pray for all of the emigrants and their families fleeing violence and terrorism  
in their own countries.  We pray that they will be welcomed and will flourish is their new 
home countries. 

8 Pray for the members of Mbagala Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS Companion Congregation, Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Rhinelander (Rev Tammy Barthels, pastor.) 

9 For Pastor Katherine Finegan as she attends the candidacy meeting today and 
tomorrow in Appleton. 

10 Pray for our Synod Transition Team today as they meet in the Synod office at 11:00 
and in the coming months as they work on all of the many tasks surrounding the 
retirement of Bishop Thomas Skrenes and the election of a new Bishop. 

11 Advent III – as you come closer to the manger at Bethlehem get ready to 
come face to face with the ultimate gift of love – the presence of God in 
Immanuel, “God with us!” 

12 Pray for Pastors LaVonne Stephenson and Bucky Beach as they celebrate 
anniversaries of ordination this month. 

13 Pray for our Sunday School children who learn about God’s word each week and who 
anticipate the birth of baby Jesus in these next days. 

14 Pray for those attending the Transformational Ministry Council Retreat Planning 
Meeting 10 a.m. CT at FLLC. 

15  For those addicted to drugs, alcohol and other substances who may find this 
season of family celebration particularly troublesome.  We pray that the light of Christ 
Jesus may shine into their darkness. 

16 Pray for the spouses of our deceased pastors – Kaaren Ness and Valdora Otto. 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


 

17 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: Kris 
Ertl 12/17, David Johnson 12/18, and John Kuziej 12/21. 

8 Advent IV – As you take the final steps in your journey to the manger again 
this year joyfully lift up prayers of thanks for the fulfillment of all God’s 
promises in the Christ child. 

19 For all of those celebrating the holidays with their co-workers, friends and 
relatives at Christmas parties in our synod this month.  May they all have loads of 
fun, drink responsibly, and drive safely so they can take time to celebrate the coming of 
the Christ child together on Christmas Day. 

20 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today at 11:00 and tomorrow when they close 
the office to attend their Christmas Gathering.   

21 For single parents who struggle to provide for their children at this time of the year 
and to insure appropriate child care is in place when the children are on school vacation.  

22 Pray for members of Feagaville Parish and Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Frederick 
MD (Rev Kenneth Gill), Emmanuel Trinity Lutheran Church, Frederick MD 
(Rev Charles Carr), and Living Grace Lutheran Church, Fredrick MD (Rev 
Timothy Jahn.)    

23 For those in prisons.  Keep them from harm and help them to see the light of Christ in 
their lives during this season. 

24 Pray that this evening the light that shines in the darkness may shine 
again in and through you as you carry the wonder of this evening with 
you this and every day throughout the coming year.   

25 Pray this day that the Prince of Peace may stir the hearts of men and 
women the world over, so that love and care for each other may rule.  
Throughout the world, in our own country, our communities and our own 
homes may we treat all we encounter as brothers and sisters and may Peace 
on Earth become a reality. 

26 Pray for all the children on school vacation, may they have a chance to renew, 
recreate, and enjoy their family, friends, and toys.   

27 For blessings on all those men and women in the armed forces defending our 
country who are away from their families this holiday season. 

28 Pray for the members of Grace, South Range and First in Dollar Bay and their 
interim pastor, Rev Julie Belew, as they continue in the call process during a 
pastoral vacancy. 

29 Pray for the ministries of Lutheran Social Services in our synod – especially for those 
parents and children who become families through the adoption services. 

30 For all of the Licensed Lay Ministers in our Synod.  

31 Offer a prayer of thanks for the opportunities and gifts of the past year – and a 
prayer of hope that the coming year will put the difficulties of a divisive Presidential 
election behind us and bring us insight to deal with the future of our country as we trust 
in God. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 

          Prayer Calendar – January 2017 
 

1 Pray that this new year may find you to be a faithful disciple of Jesus in all that 
you do.  Ask for God’s gifts, guidance, and strength to share your faith with 
others.  Let others know you are a Christian by your love and compassion. 

2 For those who have physical limitations that keep them indoors in winter weather and 
are lonely and long for companionship and conversation. 

3 Pray for members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Boonsboro MD (Rev Joseph 
Donovan) Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church, Clear Spring MD (Rev Wayne Reed) and 
Elias Lutheran Church, Emmitsburg MD (Rev Jon Greenstone.)   

4 For Bishop Skrenes as he travels to the Academy of Bishops assembly in Charleston 
SC, January 4-9. 

5 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: Greg 
Mileski 1/05, Doug Johnson 1/13, and David Jensen 1/16. 

6 Pray that as the Magi brought gifts of great value to the newborn king, you too 
would be willing to give not what’s left over, but your tithe and your time. 

7 For all those adults and children around the world who are hungry this day 
and many days.  May God stir up in us the desire and means to help them.   

8 As we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord remember that in your baptism, you are a 
child of God.  You are claimed, held, nurtured and blessed by a loving God who sends you 
into the world to witness the love of Jesus.  

9 For pastors Margaret Johnson, and Jesse Brown as they celebrate anniversaries of 
ordination this month. 

10 For continued strength for peace makers and aid workers across this globe 
already working to stem the tide of war, violence, and disease.   

11 Pray for the members of Matumbi Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS Companion Congregation, Trinity in Ishpeming (Rev Kenneth 
Lahners, pastor.)   

12 For the Synod Assembly Planning Committee as they meet today at the Synod 
Office at 11:00. 

13 We pray that all government leaders in this country and across the globe will take 
their responsibility seriously and vow to be knowledgeable and fair to all citizens. 

14 For those enjoying the Winter Wonderland Retreat weekend at FLLC Jan 13-16.  
Play hard, warm up, and sleep soundly! 

15 Pray for those attending the Companion Synod meeting today at 3:00 at Immanuel, 
Negaunee. 

 



 
16 As we observe Martin Luther King Jr’s birthday today, pray for our nation – and 

our world – that divisions of race and culture that still exist in this day  may 
be overcome  by love and care for all of God’s children!    Pray also for those attending 
the Stewardship Committee meeting at 11:00 at the Synod Office. 

17 Also pray for all of our seminary students, especially those future students who are 
trying to discern if this is the path God is calling them to. 

18 The Confession of St. Peter– this day begins the week of prayer for 
Christian unity.  Pray that all who confess that which Peter confessed, that 
Jesus is the Messiah may come together as partners in the work of the gospel!  
May the Lutheran- Roman Catholic churches truly be “on the way” to unity. 

19 Pray for those attending the Mission Outreach meeting at 11:00 today at the Synod 
Office. 

20 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed keep them and their families warm 
and well-fed this winter.     

21 Say a prayer of thanks for police officers and fire fighters who risk their lives to keep 
us safe.  And thank them in person when you see them. 

22 Pray for our retired pastors and their spouses – Rev John and Sue Shallow and Rev 
Dale and Jo Skogman. 

23 Pray for those who are struggling with gender orientation and identity issues.  
Show them your love and acceptance so they can live safely in our communities and 
congregations. 

24 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month: 
Margaret Johnson 1/24, Soren Schmidt 1/27, and Fran Strong 1/30. 

25 The Conversion of St. Paul – this day as the week of prayer for Christian unity 
ends, pray that as Paul heard Jesus call him to faithful service, all of us may hear that call 
too and respond to God’s call by seeking reconciliation with Christians of every 
denomination around the world. 

26 Keep us safe and warm as ice and snow envelope all places in our synod. 
27 For those traveling to and attending the Synod Council meeting at the Northland 

Lutheran Retirement Community in Marinette today and tomorrow.   
28 Pray for the members of Faith, Ishpeming and their interim pastor, Rev Doug 

Norquist, as they continue in the call process during a pastoral vacancy. 
29 Pray for members of Luther Chapel Lutheran Church, Jefferson MD (Rev Dianne 

Bowers), Keysville Lutheran Church, Keymar MD (Rev Charles Barnhart), and 
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Keymar MD (Rev Michelle Carlson.) 

30 Pray for men’s ministries in our synod – that they may take root in prayer and bible 
study and grow. 

31 Pray for the spouses of our deceased pastors –Judy Piel and Marlys Roberts. 
	“We	pray	for	congregations	in	the	Delaware-Maryland	Synod	

as	part	of	our	domestic	partner	synod	relationship.”	
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