
 

From the Bishop 
TRANSITION: CHANGING CHURCH 

 

Nobel laureate Bob Dylan sang famously "The times they are a 
changin." Yes, and so is the Northern Great Lakes Synod.  In the 
twenty-five years I have worked in the Synod Office, eighteen as 
bishop and seven as Assistant to the Bishop, I have seen many 
changes in our congregations, in our lay leadership and in our     
pastors. Some changes have been positive. Other changes have    
reflected the culture and the secular times that we are a part.  
Some of these changes have been painful.  
 

The synod that a new bishop will serve beginning on September 1 this year will be a smaller one    
than the one I began to serve.  In 1999, on my installation day in September, we had ninety-four     
congregations. In these eighteen years, four of our congregations have closed, nine of our           
congregations left us after the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly decisions on sexuality, and two 
congregations merged.  We have 80 congregations today.  Our worship attendance is a challenge 
as the average number of people attending weekly services has decreased by more than a third in 
these last 18 years.  Our Sunday Schools have declined in number and in size, some by half or 
more in these last two decades.  Income to our congregations is up but the cost of maintaining a 
pastor and church buildings is also up.  The work of the wider church continues but it is under re-
sourced as congregations remitted twenty percent less dollars in 2016 to the synod than they did in 
1999. 
 

When I became bishop, we had about twenty more pastors serving in our congregations under   
call than we do today.  Several congregations that once had two pastors, now have one.  Solo    
congregations in many cases now share a pastor with a neighboring congregation. For example, 
three pastors in Ironwood served our four congregations there in 1999; today those four congrega-
tions are served by two pastors totaling less than two full-time compensated calls. We have sixty 
pastors under parish call--we had eighty-nine when this synod began its ministry in 1988. 
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Yet, even as "the times they are a changin", the ministry of  proclaiming Christ continues.       
Congregations of this synod do excellent work proclaiming Christ, sharing the Sacraments,  being 
voices for Jesus in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and in Northeastern Wisconsin. Our synod's 
Lay School has grown to be a vibrant ministry. Our synod youth program "Marked!" has been a 
decade long effort to build our confirmation programs. We have a great Companion Synod       
ministry as relationships have grown strong with the people and the church of the Eastern and 
Coastal Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. The institutions of the Church 
proclaim Christ.  We have campus ministry programs at Northern Michigan University, Michigan 
Technological University and Bay College that make a difference.  Lutheran Social Services in 
our synod continues to serve us.  Finlandia University and Fortune Lake Lutheran Bible Camp are 
important and needed in our church.  Young lives and our church are growing because of this  
ministry. 
 

In May, this synod will gather in assembly in Marquette.  About 225 of us, clergy and laity, will 
talk and pray together and in the course of two days will, with the prompting of the Holy Spirit, 
elect a new bishop to serve for a term of six years.  Whoever 
is elected, that pastor will face a "changin" church.  To be 
honest and up front, I will say this: Neither the next bishop 
nor anybody else knows exactly what the future holds.  What 
we do know is that there will be changes in this church in the 
days ahead, many of them unexpected, not all of them       
welcomed.  Ultimately, whatever the changes, we believe that 
God will prevail.  It is after all, God's Church! 

 
THANK YOU: STRONG 2016 MISSION SUPPORT 

Our congregations treasure their partnership with the Northern Great Lakes Synod and the     
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Every single congregation participated in our mission 
support effort this past year by financially supporting our mission.  Sixty of our eighty congrega-
tion met or exceeded their 2016 goal.  The synod hit 102% of the total goal of $829,000, with 
more than $847,000 received as mission support.   
 

In 2016, fifty-one percent of unrestricted mission support funded the Churchwide ministries of the 
ELCA. New mission starts, world missionaries, seminaries and a host of important efforts benefit 
from our synod's efforts.  Forty-nine percent of our synod unrestricted income funds the work we 
do as a synod in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and Northeastern Wisconsin.  
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BISHOP THOMAS A. SKRENES  (continued)  TRANSITIONS 
 

 

 

 

To Pastor-elect Christina Forsythe, a      
recent graduate of Luther Seminary and the 
people of Beaver American Lutheran Church 
and Porterfield Lutheran Church upon the 
call of the congregations to serve as pastor. 
We thank God for the seminaries of this 
church and for the people at Beaver and   
Porterfield. 

 

To Licensed Lay Minister Bill Wendorf 
who was recently installed as Licensed Lay 
Minister of Shepherd of the Lakes in Sayner, 
Wisconsin. God bless Mr. Wendorf in this 
ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

God bless Pastor John Kuziej on the death 
of his wife, Jeannette Kuziej.  Jeannette was 
an active and faithful woman with a passion 
for social justice and the future of the church.  
May God comfort Pastor Kuziej and his  
family. Christ is Risen! 

 

        +Thomas  A. Skrenes, Bishop   

Every congregation has helped.  Every      
congregation shares in this success.  Thanks 
be to God for the faithful efforts to support 
our work together.  It is "God's Work and Our 
Hands." 

 

IDENTIFICATION PROCESS 
FOR A NEW BISHOP                

APPROVED 
The Synod Council met in January and       
approved the Transition Team's recommenda-
tions concerning the election of the new   
bishop. A detailed timetable and explanation 
will soon be sent to the congregations.  The 
process this winter and spring will allow 
members of our congregations to identify  
pastors who might be willing to be considered 
for bishop.  After they have agreed to have 
their name identified, names and resumes will 
be published on our synod's website.  While 
these names will be identified to the synod 
those identified are not exhaustive, the       
Assembly voting members can place the 
name of any pastor in the ELCA on the first 
ballot. Literally any pastor of the ELCA can 
be nominated on that first ballot.  The identifi-
cation process will assist the voting members 
in their consideration. Pastor Doug Johnson, 
our Synod Secretary, and Pam Long, our    
Synod Vice President, are available to you for 
more information. 
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Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine Finegan 

    Enclosed with this newsletter, please find the grant application 
for Always Being Made New Hunger Grants.  A letter, brochure and grant application have 
been sent to your congregation and can be found online at www.nglsynod.org.  Applications 
are due by May 31, 2017. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in  Christ,  
 

Stories of surviving the wilderness are popular.  
I remember reading books about a young boy 
who uses his wits and his skills to survive the 
dangers and trials of the wilderness.  The movie 
“Castaway” was popular too.  That’s the one 
where a man survives on a small island for four 
years.  Such stories spark our imagination, and 
we wonder, could we survive an ordeal like 
that?  We marvel at tales of survival in the    
wilderness.  There’s something about the      
wilderness that intrigues us, that appeals to our 
desire to venture into something that will test 
our mettle. Struggling to survive in the         
wilderness can have a profound effect on us. 
 

The effect of the wilderness upon the Israelites 
is profound.  The Bible books of Exodus and 
Numbers recount the wilderness story of the 
children of Israel.  Remember, the Israelites 
were slaves in Egypt for 400 years.  Finally,  
the Lord sent Moses to lead them out of slavery 
into the Promised Land.  So then there’s the ten 
plagues of Egypt, bugs and blood and death, 
and Pharaoh finally lets the Israelite slaves go.  
So Moses leads the Israelites out of Egypt 
through the Red Sea to Mr. Sinai where the 
people worship the Lord and Moses receives  
the ten commandments.  Because of all that   
the Lord had done for the Israelites, the people 
pledge their faithfulness to God.  God shall be 
their God, and they shall be God’s people and it 
looks as though everything is going to end   
happily ever after, for about 43 seconds. 

 

 

It doesn’t take long for the people to forget  
all that God has done.  In fact, Exodus and 
Numbers tell us the story of how the Israelites 
again and again turn away from God.  They 
complain that there is nothing to eat, that if 
only God had left them in Egypt then they 
would be happy.  Sure they were slaves. But 
they had enough to eat.  So God gives them 
manna to eat, bread from heaven.  Then they 
complain that they’re tired of manna and they 
want meat, so God sends quail.  Then the   
people have quail coming out of their ears  
and so they complain that there is too much 
quail.  They complain against Moses.  They 
complain against Moses’ wife.  They are    
ungrateful for all God has done.  Time and 
again, they forget their pledge of faithfulness 
and turn to idols.  They want a God they can 
put in their pocket.  They want a God that will 
satisfy what they want when they want it.  So 
they make gods of gold instead of trusting the 
God who has already done so much. 
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God fed them from God’s own hand; bread 
from heaven, quail in the desert, water from a 
rock.  God gave them everything they needed 
to live, and as they wandered and traveled in 
the wilderness, God was with them every step 
of the way. 
 

So the effect of the wilderness on the people 
was indeed profound.  The people of Israel 
had to leave something behind in order to  
embrace the future that God had planned.  
They left behind dependence on Egypt, a 
slave mentality.  They left behind their      
parents who died in the wilderness and     
were buried there.  They left behind their   
independence from each other, and became    
a community of people, a nation, bound     
together by God’s promise and God’s plans 
for their future.   
 

During this wilderness time, they went from 
being slaves in Egypt, to a people of destiny, 
forged into a nation that called itself the    
chosen people of God.  They went from 
slaves dependent upon their masters to a free 
people, radically dependent upon God.  After 
all, they had no resources, no survival skills, 
no idea where they were going, and no hope 
of getting there.  They depended upon God 
completely, and despite all their whining, 
complaining, ingratitude, and faithlessness, 
God still cared for them and fulfilled God’s 
promises.   
 

This wilderness experience of the Israelites 
shapes and colors all other wilderness         

Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine Finegan (Continued) 

For forty years, the children of Israel rebel and 
complain.  Finally, after 40 years of wandering 
in the wilderness, the children of Israel are 
brought into the Promised Land, a land     
flowing with milk and honey. 
 

These forty years in 
the desert is the            
wilderness time of 
the people of Israel.  
A  time when they 
are tempted and they give in  to temptation.   
A time when they  wander in search of the 
Promised Land, and then when they find it, 
they must wait impatiently upon God’s time  
as to when they will claim it as their home.  
This wilderness time is a time  of testing, a 
time of learning, and a time of  becoming.   
 

But when you think about it, it’s not exactly    
a bright and shining moment in the history     
of Israel.  You’d think it would be a little    
embarrassing that this time of complaining  
and faithlessness should be held up as such   
an important time in their history.   
 

What makes this wilderness time bright and 
shining is not what the people do, but what 
God does.  Time and again the people are 
faithless and rebel, and time and again, God is 
faithful and steadfast.  The people of Israel 
look back on this time as when God was      
intimately connected to them and when they 
felt closest to God. After all, God literally 
traveled with them in the Tent of Presence.  
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experiences in the Bible.  The wilderness is   
a place of trial and temptation, of danger 
and risk, and yet a place and time of radical 
dependency on God.  The wilderness is the 
place where God is encountered and the 
Lord comes.  It is a place that changes  
people and we come out of the wilderness 
different than when we entered it.   
 

The wilderness, however, is not a place 
limited to Bible stories.  We all travel 
through the wilderness sometime in our 
lives and we, like the Israelites, come     
out of it changed people.  I think of the  
wilderness road of cancer treatments, or  
the time we wait for healing and our health 
to return.  I think of the wilderness time   
of grief and mourning.  The wilderness 
crossroad of trying to decide which way   
to go or what to do next with our lives.  
The wilderness of anxiety as so many of 
our congregations are faced with new  
challenges and seek to find new ways of 
being church together, or feel an increased 
urgency to fix what seems broken. Any 
time of trial and testing, when we rely upon 
God, when we become dependent upon 
God in a new and deeper way, when we 
lean more heavily upon God because we 
have nothing else, these are wilderness 
times.   
 

Wilderness times are not times we seek    
or hope for.  They are not times that we 
would describe as bright and shining.  

More likely they are times of great difficulty, 
times of struggle, times of wandering and 
feeling lost.  We might well complain 
throughout our whole journey.  But even so, 
such wilderness times are blessed with the      
presence of God.  Even so, these times forge 
our identity and have us leaving something 
behind in order to embrace the new future 
that God has planned.   
 

As we travel the wilderness, whatever that 
wilderness is, we are not alone.  We know 
that through Christ, God is with us.  Lent  
begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017.  
In the wilderness of Lent, God is at work 
once again to change us from slaves into a 
chosen people.  We have not been slaves in 
Egypt, but we have been and are slaves to 
sin.  God is out to forge a new identity for us 
– that of baptized children of God.  No doubt 
we will be tried and tempted.  No doubt we 
will feel tested and challenged.  But in this 
wilderness, we will encounter God in Christ 
Jesus.  We will be radically dependent upon 
the love of God in his Son, and we will leave 
something behind in order to embrace the 
new future that God has planned.   

Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine Finegan (Continued) 



 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”     - Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV) 
 
We are deeply thankful to the congregations of our Synod that we were able to end 2016 with 
102.2% of pledged mission support.  This provided an increase of $13,851 in benevolence gifts 
over 2015. We rejoice that sixty-two congregations met or exceeded their pledge, with an        
additional eight congregations giving at least 95% of their pledge.  Designated gifts increased   
by 13.3% over 2015, due in part to gifts for World Hunger related programming and special gifts 
from St Mark’s, Marquette following their closure. 
 
As we begin a new year, may we remember that our mission is rooted in Christ, the Source and 
Sustainer of all, and trust in the abundance of God’s gifts to us, that our work together may be 
strengthened and flourish.        
         - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 12/31 2015 2016 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 829,089 829,367 +278   0% 

Amount Received 833,582 847,433 +13,851 +1.7% 

Designated Gifts 207,939 235,574 +27,635 +13.3% 

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 
Full-time 

 

Porterfield, Porterfield; Beaver American, Pound—Pastor Ken Michaelis 
 

Zion, Manistique—Pastor Stephen Gauger 
 

First, Iron River; Trinity, Stambaugh—Pastor Mike Laakko 
 

Faith, Ishpeming—Rev. Doug Norquist 
 

Part-time 
 

Grace, South Range; First, Dollar Bay—Rev. Julie Belew 
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1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 
Marquette, MI  49855 

Phone: 906-228-2300 
Fax: 905-228-2527 

E-mail: ngls@nglsynod.org 

NORTHERN GREAT LAKES 
SYNOD 

WE’ R E O N T H E WEB  
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F I ND U S O N F A C E B O O K  

February 5-11 Pastor Kari Vadis 

February 12-18 Pastor Ann Gonyea 

February 19-25 Pastor Lee Goodwin 

February 26-March 4 Pastor Jim Wendt 

March 5-11 Pastor Maxine Gray 

March 12-18 Pastor Dave Christenson 

March 19-25 Luanne Skrenes 

March 26-April 1 Stephenson/Wallace Confirmation Class 

  

  

PRAYFAITHFULLY  
DEVOTION  SCHEDULE  
FOR  February & March 
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SYNOD	CALENDAR		
	

	

	
2-3     Mobility Conference in Madison, WI 
  

3-5 Clergy Spouse Retreat in Appleton, WI  
 

 6 Synod Staff Meeting, 10 a.m. ET at the 
Synod Office 

 

  Task Force on Being An Inclusive & 
Welcoming Church Meeting, Noon ET at 
the Synod Office 

 

9 NGLS Hunger Committee Meeting,  
 1 p.m. CT at Bethany, Norway 
 

12-14  DEM/Asst. to Bishops Meetings in South  
           Carolina  
 

14 Transformational Ministry Council Planning 
           Meeting, 10 a.m. CT at Fortune Lake 
           Lutheran Camp (FLLC) 
 

16 Finance Committee Meeting, 12:30 ET at 
the Synod Office 

 

17 Bishop’s Office Transition Team & Synod 
          Council meet with ELCA Office of 

Research & Evaluation Team (ORET) at 
United, Crystal Falls 

 

18 ORET Interviews with Congregations at 
          United, Crystal Falls & Messiah, 
          Marquette 
 

 NGLS Endowment Committee Meeting,     
          11 a.m. at Bethel, Ishpeming 
 

19 Leadership Support Committee Meeting, 
          3 p.m. CT at FLLC 
 

19-20 Theological Event for Clergy at FLLC 
 

24-25 Council Retreat/Congregational Leadership 
          Intensive with Mike Rehak at FLLC  
 

26 MARKED! Event, 4-7 p.m. ET at Eden, 
Munising 

 

27 Synod Executive Committee Meeting, 9 
a.m. CT/10 a.m. ET at Pr. Doug & Elaine   

        Johnson’s Home 

 
 

 
 

 
1-7 Conference of Bishops in Chicago 
 
5 MARKED! Event, 4-7 p.m. CT at First, 

Iron River 
 
 Lutheran Social Services Sunday  
 
7 NGLS Worship Committee Meeting, 

10:30 a.m. ET at Bethany, Republic 
 
10-11 Synod Council Meeting at Bethany, 

Negaunee 
 
11 Bishop’s Office Transition Team Meeting, 

Noon at Bethany, Negaunee 
 
12-16 Asst. To Bishops Gathering in Chicago  
 
16-17 ELCA Endowment Fund Board in 

Chicago (Bishop Skrenes) 
 
19 Ordination/Installation of Pastor-Elect 

Christina Forsythe at Beaver American, 
Pound/Porterfield, Porterfield 

 
20 Transformational Ministry Committee 

Meeting, 10 a.m. CT at FLLC 
 
21 Judicatory Meeting, Noon at Methodist 

Office (Bishop Skrenes) 
 
23 Synod Assembly Planning Meeting, 
  11 a.m. ET at the Synod Office 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2017	
2017	



	

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advertizing Campaign 
Bethany, Ishpeming 
Christ the King, Escanaba 
Faith, Rock 
Messiah, Marquette 

 
Answer the Call/Fund for Leaders 
Wayne & Eileen Stordahl 
Trinity, Trout Creek 
Faith, Rock 

 
Companion Synod Projects 
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
Immanuel WELCA, Negaunee 
St. Paul, Mass City 
First, Gladstone 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
Karl Langseth 

 
ELCA Disaster Relief 
Salem, Ironwood 
All Saints, Wakefield 
Good Shepherd, Houghton 
Ascension, Minocqua 
Bethel, Menominee 
Trinity, Ishpeming 

 
ELCA Good Gifts 
Holy Cross, Baraga 
Trinity, Rhinelander 
Bethany, Norway 

 
General Endowment Fund 
Rev. Kevin & Steffany Kaiser 
Rev. Devon & JoAnne Barrix 
Rev. Paul & Carol Holmstrom 

 Jill & Gerald Flickinger 
 Wayne & Eileen Stordahl 
 Rev. Doug & Elaine Johnson 

 Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Bishop Dale & Jo Skogman (NMU) 
Bethlehem, Florence (NMU & MTU) 
Calvary, Rapid River (NMU) 
Grace, Gwinn (NMU) 
Bethel, Ishpeming (NMU) 
Prince of Peace, Marquette (NMU) 

 
Lutheran Imigration and Refugee Service 
Good Shepherd, Houghton 

 

Lutheran Social Services 
Bethany, Escanaba 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
Emanuel, Skandia 
Faith WELCA, Rock 

 
Lutheran World Relief 
Trinity, Trout Creek 
Calvary, Minocqua 
Zion, Marinette 
Calvary, Rapid River 
Zion, Manistique 
Zion, St. Ignace 
Bethany, Ishpeming 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 

 
Missionary Sponsorship 
Trinity WELCA, Rhinelander 
Bethany, Amasa 
Bethel, Ishpeming 

 
Mission Outreach Fund 
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 

 
Seminarian Support 
Zion, Ironwood 
Emmanuel, Menominee 
Faith, Rock 
Faith, Ishpeming 
Faith WELCA, Rock 
Richard & Evelyn Bjorklund 

 
Skogman Scholarship Fund 
Rev. James & Laura Wendt 
Dirk & Sue Manson 

 
Walk for Water 
Prince of Peace, Eagle River 
Bethany, Escanaba 



Dear	Colleagues	in	Ministry,	

You	and	your	adult	leaders	and	your	Confirmation	Youth	are	
invited	to	next	year’s	Marked!	Event!!	

For	those	of	you	who	are	new,	(and	those	who	need	a	
refresher)	the	MARKED!	events	provide	an	opportunity	to	
celebrate	our	identity	as	baptized	children	of	God	in	our	
Lutheran	expression.		Churches	with	a	few	youth	and	more	
gather	together	with	the	youth	from	other	congregations	to	
spend	an	afternoon	learning	and	having	fun	together.			

Overheard	this	past	year	at	Marked!	events:		 		
									“I’m	so	glad	the	Synod	does	this.”		
										“What	a	great	event!”			
									“Can’t	we	do	this	more	often?”	

This	year,	you	are	invited	to	bring	your	Confirmation	youth	to	one	of	two	events:	

 Sunday,	February	26	hosted	by	Eden,	Munising	from	4-7pm	

 Sunday,	March	5	hosted	by	Trinity	and	First,	Iron	River	at	First	from	4-7pm	

Please	call	the	Synod	Office	to	register	your	“best	guess”	of	how	many	

will	attend,	youth	and	adults,	by	the	Monday	preceding	the	event.	

As	always,	these	events	will	include	music,	worship,	learning,	food	and	fun.	

We	will	be	assembling	LWR	“Health	Kits”	for	global	mission,	and	what	we	
are	calling	“Love	Bundles”	for	local	food	pantries	and	the	homeless!!!!!!	

In	preparation	for	this	very	meaningful,	hands	on	service	project,	your	congregation	is	
asked	to	collect	items	for	the	Health	Kits	and	the	Love	Bundles.				Pastors	and	leaders	
will	then	leave	the	MARKED!		event	armed	with	Love	Bundles	for	their	local	needs,	and	
the	Health	Kits	will	get	shipped	off	with	you	quilts	the	following	fall.			

Some	important	things	to	remember:	

 Bring	the	items	with	you	when	you	come.		If	you	have	items,	but	will	not	be	
bringing	youth	to	the	event,	drop	off	the	items	at	the	host	site,	or	at	a	church	
neighbor	who	is	going,	or	bring	them	to	the	Synod	office.	



 EVERY	NGLS	congregation	is	asked	to	participate,	whether	your	congregation	
plans	to	attend	a	MARKED!	event	or	not.		We	need	your	items.		That	every	church	
is	involved	is	a	wonderful,	tangible	expression	of	who	we	are	as	“Synod”	walking	
together,	making	a	difference,	even	if	not	bodily	present.		If	the	two	event	sites	
are	too	far	away,	look	forward	to	2018	when	one	will	be	closer	to	you.		Call	the	
Synod	Office	if	you	cannot	get	the	items	where	they	need	to	be.	

Items	needed	for	the	Health	Kits:		 	 Suggested	items	for	Love	Bundles:	

2	Bars	of	Bath	Soap	 	 	 	 	 Bars	of	Soap	–	any	size	
Fingernail	clippers	 	 	 	 	 Deodorant/Antiperspirant	
Bath-sized	towel	 	 	 	 	 Hand-sized	towel	
Comb	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Bottle	of	shampoo	
Toothbrush	 	 	 	 	 	 Tube	of	toothpaste	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Socks,	underwear	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Chapstick	

	

PLEASE	DO	NOT	ASSEMBLE	THE	KITS!			

THE	YOUTH	WILL	DO	THE	ASSEMBLY	AT	THE	MARKED!	EVENTS!	

Thank	you	for	your	cooperation	and	participation	in	this	effort.		If	you	have	any	
questions	or	concerns,	please	don’t	hesitate	to	contact	me	at	kfinegan@nglsynod.org	or	
call	the	Synod	Office	at	906-228-2300.	

Yours	in	Christ,	

Pastor	Katherine	Finegan	on	behalf	of	the	Synod	Youth	Committee	



Always Being Made New 
Grant Application 
~Hunger Grants~ 

	
If	you	prefer	to	submit	this	application	electronically,		

please	email	Pastor	Katherine	Finegan	at	kfinegan@nglsynod.org		
for	an	emailed	form,	or	go	online	at	www.nglsynod.org.		

	

Congregation:		 	 	 	 Contact:	

Address:		 	 	 	 	 Phone:	

Phone:		 	 	 	 	 Email:	
	

1. Write	a	narrative	describing	the	proposed	project.		Include	consideration	of	the	
following	questions:		Why	is	there	a	need?		Who	is	the	intended	audience?		What	is	
your	goal?	How	will	you	accomplish	this	goal?		And	what	congregational	or	
community	resources	will	you	utilize?			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



2. Please	complete	the	budget	worksheet	below.	
	
	Total	Anticipated	Cost	of	the	project	$_________	 	 Amount	requested:	$__________	
	

I	understand	that	this	grant	is	intended	to	address		
issues	of	hunger	and	poverty	in	our	community.			

In	completing	this	grant	form,	I	agree	to	provide	a	final	report	within	45	days	of	the	
conclusion	of	the	initial	activity.		I	give	permission	for	the	Northern	Great	lakes	Synod	to	share	

ideas,	insights,	and	photos	generated	by	this	effort.	
	
	
Signature	of	Contact	Person_________________________________		Date_________________	
	
	
	

Estimated	Budget	Worksheet	
	
Expenses	 	 Income	 	
Supplies	 	 Always	Being	Made	

New	Synod	Grant	
	

Tools	and	Resources	 	 Congregational	
Matching	Funds	

	

Volunteer	Hours	 	 Other	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	
	

(Please	keep	a	copy	of	this	application	for	use	in	completing	the	Post	Event	Report.)	
	



A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
											Prayer	Calendar	–	February	2017 

 
1 Pray for all of our African American brothers and sisters as they celebrate their heritage 

during African American History Month.   
2 For Bishop Skrenes and Pastor Finegan as they attend the Mobility Conference in 

Madison, WI today and tomorrow.   
3 Pray for all of our pastors, active and retired who are celebrating birthdays in 

February: Bob Langseth 2/03, Doug Norquist 2/10, Craig Mansur 2/12, and Doug 
Schoen 2/14. 

4 Pray for all those in our synod who are living with heart disease.  February is 
Heart Health Month when money and awareness are raised to combat this #1 killer. 

5 Pray for those attending the Clergy Spouse Retreat in Appleton, Feb 5-7. 
6 For our Synod Staff as they meet today at 10:00 and for those attending the Being 

and Inclusive Church Task Force at noon today at the Synod Office. 
7 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors – Pearl Schnorr and Velma Schmidt. 
8 For the congregational members in our partner synod at Mt. Tabor Lutheran 

Church in Rocky Ridge MD (Rev James Russell), St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Thurmont MD (Rev Albert Lane), and Zion Lutheran Church in Williamsport MD 
(Rev Kimberly Nunberg.) 

9 Pray for those attending the World Hunger Committee meeting at 1:00 C.T. at 
Bethany, Norway 

10 For all those enjoying the outdoor winter activities that make our synod such a 
beautiful and special place to be even when it’s cold outside.      

11 Pray for our retired pastors and their spouses – Rev. Rell and Louise Spickerman 
& Rev. Francis and Grace Strong. 

12 For Pastor Finegan as she attends Assistants to Bishops and DEM meeting in 
South Carolina Feb 12-15. 

13 Pray for all of our pastors, active and retired who are celebrating birthdays in 
February: Jim Wendt 2/15, Judy Kincaid 2/17, Les Niemi 2/25, and Wally Leno 2/27.                           

13 Pray for all those families and individuals dealing with any of the various 
types of mental illness.  Pray also that all levels of government will provide 
resources to keep patients safe and get effective treatment for them. 

14 Pray for our pastors who are celebrating ordination anniversaries this 
month:  Kenneth Ranos, Steven Solberg, Chrys Hendrick, Christopher Johnson and 
Tamra Harder. 

  

 



15 Pray for all the ELCA Seminaries and for all of the seminary students.  This month we 
lift up in prayer Kate Bingner from our synod.  

16 For all those families and children who are not getting enough to eat.  Raise 
up congregations and local programs to help them understand proper nutrition and 
provide them with nutritious meals. 

17 Pray for those on the Synod Council and Bishop's Transition Team as they meet 
with the ELCA ORET team to discuss their role in the Bishop Election process. 

18 For all of those pastors and congregational representatives attending the ORET 
interviews today in Crystal Falls and in Marquette and for those attending the 
NGLS Endowment Committee Meeting at 11:00 at Bethel in Ishpeming. 

19 For all of our rostered leaders as they attend the Theological Conference at 
Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp today and tomorrow. 

20 Pray for all of the people in this country and around the world who are not being treated 
with justice, respect, and dignity on this World Day for Social Justice.  Pray that 
each of us will speak up for those who seem invisible and without voices. 

21 Pray for the members of Mtoni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS Companion Congregation, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
Marquette (Rev Jim Duehring.) 

22 Pray for all Ministers of Word and Service and Licensed Lay Ministers in our 
synod. 

23 For all of the pray-ers in all of the congregations; those who form chains and 
tirelessly pray for people close to them and for those they have never met, always 
believing that God hears and answers prayers.   

24 Pray for those attending the Congregational Leadership Intensive and Council 
Retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp today and tomorrow. 

25 For the members of Porterfield in Porterfield and Beaver American in Pound 
and Pastor-Elect Christina Forsythe as they begin their ministry together. 

26 Pray for those attending the MARKED! Youth Event today at Eden Lutheran Church 
in Munising today. 

27 For those busy pastors who nevertheless expend their time and efforts to teach Lay 
School classes and for all those students who benefit from their hard work. 

28 Pray for the congregational members in our partner synod at Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and Chapel Lutheran Church in Woodsboro MD (Rev Kathryn 
Rohrbach), and Grace Lutheran Church in Woodsboro MD (Rev Matthew 
Beers.)  

“We	pray	for	congregations	in	the	Delaware-Maryland	Synod	
as	part	of	our	domestic	partner	synod	relationship.”	

		
 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
 

Prayer	Calendar	–	March	2017 
 
1 Pray for all the those in our Synod as we reflect on our journey to the  

    cross, that with all those Christians who once again make this Lenten 
    pilgrimage we may be filled with the gift of faith.   

2 For Bishop Skrenes and all others attending the Conference of Bishops in 
Chicago March 1-7.  

3 Pray for our pastors, active and retired who are celebrating birthdays in March: 
Julie Belew 3/03, and Kurt Kovanen 3/15. 

4 Pray for those attending the Financial Peace Retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
March 3 & 4. 

5 For those youth attending the MARKED! Event at First in Iron River today.  
6 Pray for blessings on all police, firefighters, rescue workers, and EMTs who often 

have to risk their lives to keep the rest of us safe. 
7 Pray for those attending the Worship Committee Meeting at 10:30 E.T. today at 

Bethany in Republic. 
8 For prayer ministries – those who write devotions and those whose lives are touched 

by them. 
9 Pray for those in nursing homes or who are home bound and long for 

companionship and conversation. 
10 Pray and for our Synod Council as they meet at Bethany Lutheran Church in 

Negaunee today and tomorrow. 
11 For the unemployed and underemployed keep them and their families warm and 

well-fed be present in their daily lives. 
12 Pray for Rev Katherine Finegan and the others attending the Assistants to the 

Bishops Gathering in Chicago March 12-15. 

13 For all those observing some form of worship, discipline, or preparation 
during this period of Lent in anticipation of the commemoration the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Our Savior.  

14 Pray for the healing for victims of bullying and violence, whether physical, 
emotional, or verbal.  Pray for enlightenment of the bullies that they may truly see 
and understand the harm they are inflicting. 

15 For Bishop Skrenes and all others attending the Churchwide Endowment Fund 
Board Meeting in Chicago March 15-17. 

16 For all of us in the NGLS who are tired of winter and long for green, growing 
things and the smell of fruit trees in bloom.  

 



17 Pray for those attending the Upper Elementary Retreat at Fortune Lake Lutheran 
Camp today and tomorrow. 

18 Pray for those individuals and congregations who are searching for ways to 
bring Jesus into the lives of the unchurched in their communities.  Pray that God 
will show them seeds of evangelism to plant in their back yards. 

19 Pray for our pastors, active and retired who are celebrating birthdays in March: 
Norman Lund 3/22, Doug Buck 3/24 and Scott Ehle 3/25. 

20 Pray for the congregational members in our partner synod at Bethel Lutheran 
Church in North East MD (Rev Mark Crispell) and Mt. Joy and St. Paul 
Lutheran Churches both in Gettysburg PA (Rev Guy Krump.) 

21 Pray for our retired clergy and their spouses: Rev Robert Sutherland and Rev 
Donald and Edwina Wandersee. 

22 Pray for sustainable sources of clean drinking water for all on this World 
Water Day.   

23 For those attending the Synod Assembly Planning Meeting at 11:00 at the Synod 
Office today. 

24 Pray for the members of Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner and their new Licensed Lay 
Minister, Bill Wendorf. 

25 Pray for the spouses of deceased pastors – Diane Shepard and Lenita Scholer.            
26 Pray for the members of Kijichi Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

and their NGLS Companion Congregation, First, Gladstone (Rev Tom Otis.) 
27 Pray for all of the Christian men and women across this synod who give their time, 

energy, and resources to their congregations, the NGLS, and charitable organizations 
everywhere.  God bless these volunteers. 

28 Pray for the congregational members in our partner synod at Grace Lutheran Church 
in Hockessin DE (Rev Tara Magoon), St. Paul Lutheran Church in Newark DE 
(Rev Linda Gunderson), and Hope Lutheran Church in New Castle DE (Rev 
Daniel Swanson.)  

29 Pray for all those women, men, and children who are victims of domestic 
violence and abuse.  May they seek help to leave their abusive relationships 
and break the pattern of violence. 

30 For those with macular degeneration and visual impairments, keep them safe 
and provide them with treatments and caregivers to help them negotiate in the midst of 
a sighted world. 

31 For those who are addicted to drugs or alcohol; may they find hope and help to 
overcome their dependency.  

“We	pray	for	congregations	in	the	Delaware-Maryland	Synod	
as	part	of	our	domestic	partner	synod	relationship.” 


