
 

BISHOP SKRENES: While your vita was posted 
online prior to the assembly, please fill in some 
blanks for us and give a brief summary of your 
history. 

BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: I was born the fourth 
of five children to Carl and Lydia Volz while        
my father was a Professor of Church History at  
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis.  His specialty was 
Medieval Church History, and I spent the first   
years of my childhood running around the Seminary 
campus.  My mother is the daughter of a missionary 
to India.  My grandparents spent 45 years in India.  
My mother and her four siblings were born there 
and grew up there.   
I grew up in the Missouri Synod church and attend-
ed Lutheran schools. I confess I have  something of 
a chip on my shoulder concerning the Missouri  
Synod.  The memories I have are not all pleasant, 
but I did receive a good education, and I am glad I 
had to memorize the catechism, even if it was under 
the threat of missing recess.  
When I was still a child, we moved to Minnesota 
where my father accepted a position at Luther    
Seminary.  The rest of my growing up happened in 
St. Paul. My father passed away in 1998, but my 
mother and mother-in-law are still living in St. Paul. 
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BISHOP SKRENES: So from St. Louis to St. 
Paul.  Where else have you travelled? 
BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: Being a historian, 
my father loved to travel, and he took advantage of 
the sabbaticals that the seminary offered.  When I 
was in first grade, we lived in Cambridge, England 
for the year. During every break, and the summers   
before and after, my parents would load up our 
VW Camper Van and we would explore Europe. 
We scrambled over Stonehenge, dropped our ice 
cream cones on the Parthenon, fell asleep in the 
pews of grand cathedrals, and jumped all over cas-
tles.  We like to joke that the crowds are kept away 
now by rails and rules because they didn’t want a 
visit like ours repeated. 

An Interview between Bishop Thomas Skrenes 
and Bishop-Elect Katherine Finegan 

On May 23, 2017, on the fifth and final ballot, Pastor Katherine Finegan was elected and called to be the next bishop of the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod. Pastor Finegan has served this Synod as the Assistant to the Bishop since January of 2012. 
Prior to that, she served Bethany, Republic from 2002 to 2012.  However, even though she has lived and served in this   
Synod for the past fifteen years,  I would guess there are still many people in our Synod who would like to know more about 
her. What follows is an interview between soon to be Bishop-Emeritus Skrenes, and soon to be Bishop, Pastor Finegan. 
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company in Appleton, WI., and Thomas is 19 and 
will begin his sophomore year at Michigan Tech in 
the fall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

BISHOP SKRENES: What do you do for fun? 
BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: As you might guess, 
this depends on the season.  In the nice weather of 
the summer months, I enjoy being outside.  I have a 
rock garden I’ve been working on, moving and     
arranging the many available rocks, planting peren-
nials and bulbs.  In the winter, I enjoy snow-shoeing, 
a good book, and watching some good Masterpiece 
Theater.  My sons call it my “fluffy hat” shows.  
And of course, I enjoy spending time with family at 
any time of year.  I also enjoy cooking, when I have 
the time, photography, spending time with friends, 
and singing in choirs. 
 

BISHOP SKRENES: What brought you to the 
U.P.? 
BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: The Holy Spirit.  
When I was filling out my paperwork with my    
preferences, I thought I put down Region 5G, our 
synod designation, as my 17th choice. Little did I 
know what that would mean.  After receiving the 
paperwork for Bethany, Republic, we liked that the 
kids could walk to school.  We were intrigued by the 
idea of small town living as it was such a change 
from what we knew.  Also, we liked it that the     
parsonage wasn’t right next door to the church, yet it 
was still in a neighborhood and not in a field by   
itself somewhere.  And truthfully, we were ready for 
an adventure.  After visiting Republic and being   
interviewed, we had no good reason not to go. 

Another sabbatical came when I was a        
sophomore in high school. This time, we     
went to Ireland for the year and I attended St. 
Raphaela’s School for girls. It was a public 
school run by nuns as all public schools are  
Roman Catholic.  That was very interesting. 

 

St. Kevin’s Monastery 6th Century                             
Glendalough, Ireland 

 

As an adult, I was fortunate to travel with a 
seminary group, led by my father, to the Holy 
Land. I was pregnant with our third child at the 
time, so Thomas has also been to the Holy 
Land, although he doesn’t remember. 
Then as Assistant to the Bishop, I was glad to 
have the chance to visit our companion synod 
in Tanzania, along with my brother Stephen 
(who is a Professor of African Studies at     
Kenyon College, Ohio), and my husband, Dave.  

 

BISHOP SKRENES: Tell us something 
about your husband and family.  

BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: My husband and 
I met at church when we were children.  I don’t 
remember any single particular moment.  We 
were both in our awkward years so neither of us 
was particularly memorable.  But we were both 
active in Youth Group. Friendship led to   
courtship and then to marriage.  He now works 
as a Registered Nurse at the Baraga Maximum 
Security prison.  We have three sons together: 
Noah is 25 and works as an English as a Second 
Language teacher in St. Paul, MN.  Jacob is 
soon to be 23 and works for Agripure, a cheese  
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BISHOP SKRENES: Why have you stayed? 
BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: In short, we fell in love 
with the places and the people.  It was very easy to 
get used to starry nights, quiet streets, lovely lakes, 
and lots of trees.  We both loved the deep and inter-
tangled sense of community, we’ve made wonderful 
friendships, and we feel a sense of home here that 
resonates in a way that St. Paul life did not. 
 

BISHOP SKRENES: What would you like people 
to know about you that isn’t immediately          
apparent? 
BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: I think it is becoming 
more apparent as I get older, that I had an eye injury 
as a child.  I have no central vision in my left eye, 
and only limited peripheral vision, which means that 
if you’re standing on my left side, I might not know 
you’re there unless you say something or give me a 
nudge.  Also, my eye doesn’t always track.  
It can be very independent sometimes, 
which means it’s not always clear that I’m 
looking at you.  When I worked as a sub-
stitute teacher, I discovered just how much 
of a handicap this could be as I could never 
stare down a student into silence.  But it 
doesn’t cause me pain, and I’m glad to still 
have some vision. We don’t do 3D      
movies, and I’m glad to have a rear view camera      
to help with parking. Lighting candles and pouring 
communion wine into impossibly teeny weeny    
plastic cups can be a cause of anxiety, but I haven’t 
spilled yet, nor started anything on fire.  (I did once, 
accidentally, burn a hole in the fair linen on the altar 
when experimenting with incense.  But that wasn’t 
because of bad depth perception.)  I’ll try and keep 
that record going. 
 
BISHOP SKRENES: Why are you a pastor? 
BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: The short answer of 
course is the Holy Spirit.  But my journey as a person 
of faith to a person of faith in ordained ministry has 
been a series of steps and turns, of whispers and tugs, 
of the Spirit working in my life and my heart to invite 
me to go in a certain direction. 

I heard an interesting statistic the other day.  The 
most opportune time to suggest to a person, indeed 
a child, that they have gifts for ordained ministry 
or pastoral leadership is the third grade.  When      
I look back on my childhood, I can say with       
conviction and yes, without bitterness, that had      
I been a boy, I would have received such              
encouragement.  But of course, being raised in the 
Missouri Synod tradition, that simply wasn’t a 
possibility.  The message I heard was that pastors 
were somehow “other”, and perhaps even that you 
had to be particularly holy or somehow more   
worthy. My childhood pastors would exit the  
sanctuary during the last hymn of worship and 
their robes would billow out as they walked to the 
back of the church.  I would always try to see if I 
could touch their robe without them noticing.    
Being a pastor was for other people, grown up men 
people. 

But as I look back on my life, I can see 
the Spirit at work. 
At 8 years old, I argued with my third 
grade teacher, Mrs. Williams, about some 
point of the Apostles’ Creed.  I pulled  out 
the hymnal to show her what I was talking 
about and to prove my point. 

At 10, two friends and I decided to skip regular 
church to have our own worship service in the 
small chapel of our church.  One of us chose the 
songs, one of us brought donuts and kool-aid from 
the fellowship coffee (I know, I know.  My mother 
was horrified), and I was elected to preach the   
sermon.  I remember talking about the lion, Aslan, 
in the Chronicles of Narnia, and how I understood 
Jesus a little better because of it. 
As a youth director, I always felt like there        
was a pebble in my shoe, that there was a point    
of dissatisfaction, of this not being enough or     
not quite right.  So I went to seminary.  Not to   
become a pastor, but to feel more equipped for   
the work I was doing, and to be challenged,       
because I loved to dig into scripture, not just to 
answer the “what does this mean to you?”       
question, but to grapple with its full depth. To  
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Bishop & BISHOP-ELECT (continued) 
Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Katherine Finegan 

finding the words is not easy.  Anyone raised in 
the church has heard the church language often 
enough.  We can repeat the phrases we hear or 
sing so often:  He is my Savior, my Lord, my 
friend.  He broke the chains of hell.  Frees me to 
serve. Saves me from sin, death, and the dev-
il….but what does all that  really mean?  As a 
seminary student, and as a person of faith, I strug-
gled to find the words, and not just any words, but 
words that convey meaning, words that are true for 
me, and words that hopefully will make sense to 
anyone who listens. 
I found the following parable from a theologian to 
be particularly helpful.  Imagine you see a child 
playing in the road.  You see a person walking 
safely on the sidewalk towards that child.  You 
also see a truck barreling down the hill at break-
neck speed bearing down on that child.  The     
person on the sidewalk rushes into the road and 
pushes the child out of the way to safety, only to 
be killed by the truck 
So who is Jesus in this little story? 
You would answer, “Obviously the person who 
dies saving the child.” 
Who are you in the story? 
For many, the quick response is, “We are the 
child.”  But no, in the hard truth of it, we are the 
truck driver, barreling through life, not seeing  
who we hurt, oblivious to the dangers we cause  
for ourselves and others.  It takes the death of an     
innocent man, the death of the Son of God, before 
we stop and realize just how off track our world  
is, and how oblivious and destructive and short-
sighted we have been. 
So yes, Jesus is my Savior.  He has sacrificed him-
self so that I would know how much I need him, 
how much the world needs him, and what it means 
that we should look out for each other, for the 
world he has died to save. 
While serving in the congregation, and being 
called to the bedside of the dying, or the care of 
the bereaved after death and tragedy, I have been 

consider perspectives of historical context, genre, 
authorship, cultural influences, translation, and the 
influence of geography – just to name a few. 
So I went to seminary.  The application requires a 
rather extensive essay and more, and it is active or 
valid for five years.  So I went for a year, taking all 
kinds of interesting classes, oblivious of what      
candidacy was, that there was a particular order for 
classes, that the synod should probably have been 
aware of me.  I was just taking classes that fit in my 
strange schedule on topics that appealed to me. 
But after a year, we were expecting our first child 
and our circumstances changed.  Going to school 
was no longer an option.   Three years passed and I 
had two sons.  I realized that if I wanted to go back 
to school, and not have to apply all over again, I 
needed to make a decision.  I thought, and prayed, 
and considered. My 
father asked gently, not      
wanting to push or 
pull, “Why not be a 
pastor?”  I realized I 
had no good reason not 
to go.   I was still living 
with the sense that   
being a pastor was 
“other” and simply not 
among the choices that 
were possible for me. 
Of course, it was possible, IS possible.  I declared 
myself an MDiv student, contacted candidacy, and 
figured I would deal with my extended Missouri 
Synod family later.  That’s another story. 
So in answer to the question, “Why are you a      
pastor?”, I would have to say, this is where God   
has led me.   
 
BISHOP SKRENES: What difference has Jesus 
made in your life? 
BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: This question, I      
believe, is one we all must answer if we are to be   
an effective witness for the gospel.  But of course,  
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grateful to proclaim the hope that is in Christ.  
The presence of Christ has been palpable in these 
moments of despair and darkness.  This resurrec-
tion hope means everything when we are faced 
with the unbearable. We cling to the promises 
that Jesus lived, embodied, taught, and died for, 
in order that we would understand that this life is 
not all there is to life and death is not the final 
word. 
What difference has Jesus made in my life?  

I grieve with hope.  
Because of Jesus, I 
know I will see my 
loved ones again and 
our separation is on-
ly temporary.  It is 
because of Jesus that 
I can pray with the 
bereaved with the 

conviction that God is with them, the Spirit of 
Christ holds them, and they are not alone in their 
trials.  Because of Jesus, I see that the community 
of faith plays a vital, important, and necessary 
role in bearing Christ to those who are desperate 
to receive him.   
Jesus has made God known.  While by no means 
do I think Jesus is the comprehensive word, he is 
the clearest word.  He is a word we can embrace, 
listen to, follow, and seek to emulate.  We are 
blessed to forever be shocked by his death, so that 
as we’re driving through this life, we can come to 
a screeching halt again and again, before we do 
harm to someone else or destroy what is beautiful 
and good.   
 
BISHOP SKRENES: Closing thoughts? 
BISHOP-ELECT FINEGAN: I don’t know what 
the future holds for the Church, nor for our  
northern corner of it.  I do know that what we  
believe, and who we believe in, matters.  As we 
are challenged by political divisiveness, cultural 
shifts, and a growing conviction in society that 
participation in the community of faith is wasted 

Bishop & BISHOP—Elect (Continued) 

time, we hold dear to what is profound and true.  We 
continue to witness to the risen Christ, to embody 
His presence, and seek to make a difference in the 
world in His name. 

  
The 30th Annual Assembly of the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod con-
vened on May 21-23, 2017 at 
Messiah Lutheran Church and 
Northern Michigan University in 
Marquette, Michigan. 
This is what happened: 
 

*404 persons gathered (260 Voting members, 144 
Visitors) for three days of prayer and worship. 
*Pastor Katherine Finegan was elected as Bishop 
of this synod for a six year term starting September 
1st. 
*The synod celebrated with Bishop and Luanne 
Skrenes the 25 years of service in the synod office 
with a banquet Sunday evening for 400 people. 
Bishop Skrenes was given the title of Bishop-
Emeritus. 
*Heard from Pastor Linda Norman on the state 
of the Church as she represented Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton. 
*Thanked Pastor David Larson as he retired as the 
Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran Social Services. 
*Adopted a budget reducing support to        
Churchwide ministries while maintaining campus 
and seminary grants at current levels. 
*Elected Discipline Committee Members: Matt 
Johnson, Vicki West, Pastor David Tielbar, Pastor 
Diane Srutowski, Pastor Bill Jacobson, Pastor Chris 
Johnson. 
*Elected Consultation Committee Members:   
Pastor Melinda Shriner, Vicki West, Gale Holm. 
*Received a Hunger Offering of $43,795 and  
Worship Offerings of $6604. 
*Gave Thanks to God for all God’s blessings.  

+Thomas A. Skrenes, Bishop 



Bishop THOMAS A. SKRENES (continued) 

+ We keep in our prayers the family of John 
West, former pastor of the Northern Lights Parish.  
Pastor West died on May 24, 2017. People gathered 
for a time of remembrance on June 2, 2017 
at the Christopher Ross Funeral Home in 

Roseville, MI.  Peace be to his 
memory. 

 
+Condolences to Pastor Scott Ehle 

and his family on the death of his     
father, Gerald Ehle,  on Tuesday, June 
6, 2017.  Cards may be sent to the family 

at           1710 24th Avenue, Menominee, MI  
49858.     

 
 

+Please keep the Synod Staff in your 
prayers in the midst of this time of    

transition. 
 
 

 
 
 

+We give thanks for the ministry of Pastor David 
Jensen who retires from Ascension, Minocqua.   

celebration of his ministry took place on            
Sunday, June 4th. 

 
+We also give thanks for the ministry of Pastor   
Peter Vorhes, who retires from Faith, Calumet.     
A celebration of his ministry will take place on 

Sunday, June 18th. 
 
 
 

We pray for God’s blessings upon Pastor Marcia 
Solberg as she takes some time away from her     
efforts at Immanuel, Negaunee and adopts a        

Disability status. 

 
 
 

+We pray for God's blessings upon Pastors Kurt 
and Mary Beth Kovanen who will be moving to 
Hot Springs Village, Arkansas. Pastor Kurt has   

accepted the call to serve at Christ  Lutheran Church 
and   Pastor Mary Beth will be serving at           

Community of Joy Lutheran Church. Their last    
day in Ironwood is July 16th. 

 

+May God bless Deacon Lisa Johnson as she       
accepts a call to St. John Lutheran Church in   

Council Bluffs, IA while attending seminary. She 
has been serving at Messiah Lutheran Church as 
Youth and Family Coordinator and as Lutheran 

Campus Minister at Northern Michigan University, 
Marquette. 

 

+Please pray for safe travels for the following young 
people as they travel to Tanzania: 

Renee Anderton         Tyler Burgoyne 
  Jamie Dodge              Julianne Jarvi 

Jacob Jarvis                Pat Kempf 
  Will Poquette             Havala Snyder 

Logan Stachnik            Jackie Wodrich 
Pastor DJ and Amanda Rasner 

May God bless them as they share their faith!  
 

You Are Invited… 
to the installation of Bishop-Elect Katherine       
Finegan on Saturday, October 21, 2017 at 

St. Peter Cathedral in Marquette, MI.       
The service begins at 1:30 p.m. ET. 

If you are interested in singing in the choir for the 
installation service, please be aware that there are 
steps going up to the balcony.  More information 

will be coming soon about rehearsal times. 
A reception will be held from 3:00—5:30 p.m. ET 

at the Holiday Inn in Marquette. 
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Gifts to Mission Support and specific areas of ministry continue to lag behind 2016.  Benevolence 
giving is down by almost 6%, while designated gifts are down by almost 11%. 
 
The partnership shared between the synod and congregations of the NGLS is vital to our Lord’s 
work.  Your consistent, generous gifts provide the opportunity for Christ to make a difference in 
our world.  Celebrate all God has lovingly, abundantly provided as you share these gifts with    
others. 
 
 
         - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 4/30 2016 2017 $ Change % Change 
Pledged Amount 829,367 832,873 +3506   0% 

Amount Received 248,112 233,411 -14,701 -5.9% 

Designated Gifts 64,846 57,729 -7,117 10.9% 

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 
Full-time 

 
 

First, Iron River; Trinity, Stambaugh—Pastor Mike Laakko 
 

Faith, Ishpeming—Rev. Doug Norquist 
 

Mission United, Pelkie— Pastor Bucky Beach 
 

Faith, Calumet—Pastor Timothy Johnston 
 

Part-time 
 

Grace, South Range; First, Dollar Bay—Rev. Julie Belew 
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June 4-10 Synodical Women’s Organization Board 

June 11-17 Dave Mason 

June 18-24 Pam Durbin 

June 25-July 1 Pastor Allan Johnson 

July 2-8 Pastor Kay Richter 

July 9-15 Donna Ahlberg 

July 16-22 Fortune Lake Camp Staff 

July 23-29 Pastor Joe Iverson 

July 30-August 5 Orice Walters 
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8-17 Bishop Skrenes at Boys State in Wisconsin 
 
12 Post Synod Assembly Lunch/Meeting, 

Noon in Marquette 
 
13 Bishop-Elect Finegan attends Conf. 2 

Copper Country Text Study 
 
15 Synod Youth leave for Tanzania 
 
20 Leadership Support Meeting, 1 p.m. CT at 

United, Crystal Falls 
                                       and 
 Worship Committee Meeting, 10:30 a.m. 

ET at Bethany, Republic 
   
21 Synod Staff Meeting, 11 a.m. ET at the 

Synod Office 
 

29 World Hunger Committee Meeting, Noon 
ET at the Synod Office 

 
30 Synod Youth return from Tanzania 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
       
 
 

 

3 Synod Staff Meeting, 11 a.m. ET at the 
Synod Office 

 

4 Synod Office Closed for July 4th Holiday 
 

5-21 Bishop Skrenes and Dental Group in 
Tanzania 

 

9-11 Bishop-Elect Finegan attends Bishop 
School in Chicago 

 

13-16 SWO Triennial in Minneapolis 
 

18 Conference 8 Text Study, 10:30 a.m. ET 
at the Synod Office 

 

20-23 Men in Mission Meeting in Minneapolis 
 

27 Bishop Skrenes at Thrivent Meeting in 
Appleton, WI 

 

28-30 Region 5 Bishops and Spouses 
Gathering in Galena, IL  

 

31 Synod Staff Meeting, 11 a.m. ET at the 
Synod Office 

	

2017	 2017	



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertizing Campaign 
 Christ the King, Escanaba 
 Faith, Rock 
 Immanuel, Negaunee 

 
Answer the Call/Fund for Leaders 
  Our Redeemer, Newberry 
  Immanuel, Rhinelander 
  Donna Hiltunen 
  Rev. Kevin & Steffany Kaiser 
  Pat Phare 
  Grace, Pembine 
  Anita Roux 
  Gloria Mathieu 
  Rev. Tammy Barthels 
  Karen Merckx 
  Luann Robins 
  Jacob Heikkinen 
  Joyce Peterson 
  Joshua & Roberta Kunzan 
  Tom & Dee Montgovery 
  Bill & Karen Franke 
  Carl Weimann 
 
Companion Synod Projects 
 St. Paul, Mass City 
 Our Redeemer, Newberry 
   Immanuel, Negaunee 
   Brian & Danielle Anderson 
   Jonelle Collins 
   Kathryn & Albert Sundine 
   Rev. Philip & Rene Johnson 
   Darley Kemppainen 
   Joyce Peterson 
   David & Tracy Rowe 
   Bish, Thomas & Luanne Skrenes 
   Rev. Robert & Deloris Langseth 
   David & Mary Lou Blomquist 
   Judith Quirk 
 
Dave & Pat Holli Fund for Leaders 
  Dave & Pat Holli 

 
 
 
 

 
ELCA Disaster Relief 
 Salem, Ironwood 
 Trinity, Trout Creek 
 Grace, South Range 
 Bethany, Amasa 
 Our Redeemer, Newberry 
 
ELCA Good Gifts 
 Porterfield, Porterfield 
 St. James, Rudyard 
 Immanuel, Negaunee 
 
 Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 Calvary, Rapid River 
 Faith, Rock 
 Grace, Gwinn 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 Immanuel, Negaunee 
 
Lutheran Social Services 
 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 Emanuel, Skandia  
 
Lutheran World Relief 
 Grace, South Range 
 Calvary, Minocqua 
 Calvary, Rapid River 
 Faith, Rock 
 Trinity, Stonington 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 

 
Missionary Sponsorship 
 Mission United, Pelkie 
 Trinity, Rhinelander 
 Faith, Rock 
 Bethel, Ishpeming 

 
Mission Outreach Fund 
 Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
 
Seminarian Support 
 Emmanuel, Menominee 
 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 Don & Jo Schutt 
 Revs. Jon & Jean Schmidt 
 Pam Durbin 
 
Skogman Scholarship Fund 
 Bishop Dale & Jo Skogman 
 Dirk & Sue Manson 



May	21,	2017	

Dear	Colleagues	in	Ministry,	

You	and	your	Confirmation	Youth	are	invited	to	next	year’s	
Marked!	Event!!	

For	those	of	you	who	are	new	(and	those	who	need	a	refresher),	
the	MARKED!		events	provide	an	opportunity	to	celebrate	our	
identity	as	baptized	children	of	God	in	our	Lutheran	expression.		
Churches	with	a	few	youth	and	those	with	more	gather	together	
to	spend	an	afternoon	learning	and	having	fun.			

Overheard	this	past	year	at	Marked!	events:		 		
									“I’m	so	glad	the	Synod	does	this.”		
										“What	a	great	event!”			
									“Can’t	we	do	this	more	often?”	

You	are	invited	to	bring	your	Confirmation	youth	to	one	of	two	events:	

 Sunday	February	18	hosted	by	Gloria	Dei,	Hancock	from	4-7pm	ET	
 Sunday	February	25	hosted	by	First,	Gladstone	from	4-7	ET	

Please	call	the	Synod	Office	to	register	your	“best	guess”	of	how	many	
will	attend,	youth	and	adults,	by	the	Monday	preceding	the	event.	

As	always,	these	events	include	music,	service,	worship,	learning,	food	and	fun.		
AND	IT’S	FREE!!	

~We	will	be	collecting	items	for	your	local	school	backpack	programs	to	feed	
hungry	students	who	need	food	over	the	weekends.	
~AND	you	will	receive	a	“Synod	Backpack”	to	collect	$	to	support	local	programs.	
~AND	your	youth	will	return	from	this	event	with	great	ideas	for	how	to	BOOST	
your	Synod	Assembly	offering	for	WORLD	HUNGER!!!	

Please	collect	the	following	items:	
Mac	and	cheese	cups	(not	boxes)		 Granola	bars		 	 	 Ramen	noodles	
Chef	Boyardee	Products	 	 Popcorn	 	 	 Peanut	butter		
Apple	sauce	or	Fruit	cups	
Snack	sandwich	crackers	–	cheese	or	peanut	butter		
Individual	Cereal	portions	(either	oatmeal	packets,	or	cold	cereal	cups)	



Some	important	things	to	remember:	
 Bring	the	items	with	you	when	you	come	(unless	you	house	a	back	pack	program	in	your	
church.		Then	keep	the	food	for	your	own	program).		If	you	have	items,	but	will	not	be	
bringing	youth	to	the	event,	drop	off	the	items	at	the	host	site,	at	a	church	neighbor	
who	is	going,	bring	them	to	the	Synod	office,	or	bring	them	directly	to	your	community	
back	pack	program.		Items	at	MARKED!	will	be	divided.		Each	participating	congregation	
will	then	take	a	portion	back	with	them	from	the	event	and	deliver	the	items	to	their	
local	backpack	program	effort.	
	

 Decide	how	you	will	use	your	Synod	Backpack.		Offerings	may	be	received	when	and	
how	it	works	best	for	your	congregation.		Funds	raised	may	be	delivered	directly	to	local	
backpack	programs,	or	may	be	brought	to	MARKED!	to	be	divided	among	backpack	
programs	in	our	Synod.		Please	let	us	know	the	contact	person	of	the	backpack	program	
coordinator	in	your	community,	and	keep	track	of	your	totals.	
	

 If	your	congregation	sponsors	a	backpack	program,	but	will	NOT	be	attending	MARKED!	
but	IS	interested	in	receiving	items,	please	call	the	Synod	Office	and	we	will	arrange	for	
you	to	receive	a	portion	of	the	items	and	the	funds.	
	

 EVERY	NGLS	congregation	is	asked	to	participate,	whether	your	congregation	plans	to	
attend	a	MARKED!	event	or	not.			That	every	church	is	involved	is	a	wonderful,	tangible	
expression	of	who	we	are	as	“Synod”	walking	together,	making	a	difference,	even	if	not	
bodily	present.		If	the	two	event	sites	are	too	far	away,	look	forward	to	2019	when	one	
will	be	closer	to	you.			

Thank	you	for	your	cooperation	and	participation	in	this	effort.		If	you	have	any	questions	or	
concerns,	please	don’t	hesitate	to	contact	me	at	kfinegan@nglsynod.org	or	call	the	Synod	
Office	at	906-228-2300.	

Yours	in	Christ,	

Pastor	Katherine	Finegan	on	behalf	of	the	Synod	Youth	Committee:			
Pastor	Steve	Solberg,	Pastor	Andrea	Fluegel,	Lisa	Johnson,	and	Lisa	Bouche.	



 

 

SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 7 

ALTAR GUILD 
WORKSHOP 

A Day of Learning  
Those who prepare the sanctuary for worship engage in a vital 
and important ministry.  Your care and attention enriches the 
worship of God and the space in which we offer our praise, our 
offerings, and our prayers.  But where does the Paschal candle 
go?  What about the placement of the cross? Paraments? 
Liturgical seasons and colors? The Font? Can we use silk flowers? 

How and when are the candles lit?   

Dr. Melinda Quivik, along with the Synod Worship 
Committee, offers a day of learning for all those 
who serve on Altar Guilds or might like to do so. 
Bring your good ideas and your questions. 

 

 

At 
Bethany Lutheran  
715 Mather Ave. 
Ishpeming, MI. 

 

Featuring  
Dr. Melinda Quivik 

Au 

8:30am – 2:30pm ET 

 

$20.00 includes 
program and lunch 

in 

Register by 
Monday October 2. 

Go to 
www.nglsynod.org. 

 

NORTHERN GREAT 
LAKES SYNOD 

1029 N. 3rd St. 
Marquette, MI  49855 

906-228-2300 

www.nglsynod.org 

ngl@nglsynod.org  

  



ALTAR GUILD WORKSHOP 
Registration 

Saturday October 7 
Begins at 8:30am with Sign in and Coffee fellowship 

Ends at 2:30pm 
at 

Bethany Lutheran 
715 Mather Ave 

Ishpeming, MI  49849 
906-486-4351 

Cost: $20.00 includes snacks, lunch, and 
program. 

 

Register by Monday October 7 
Either register electronically using Paypal 

Or print this form and send the portion below with your check to: 
 

Northern Great Lakes Synod 
1029 N. 3rd St. Suite A 
Marquette, MI  49855 

 

-----------------------------------------------cut here------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Name______________________________________    Email ____________________________________ 
 
Phone___________________________________ 
 
Congregation ___________________________________  Town _______________________________ 
 
Amount enclosed $______________   
A question you would like answered?_________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



	 Pricing	by	age 								HOUSING	 	 ADULTS	 AGES	13-18	 					AGES	4-12	
				LODGES	 	 		$135																			$85																				$75	

	

	 	 	 	
		138	Fortune	Lake	Camp	Road	

	 	 	 	 		Crystal	Falls,	MI		49920	
	 	 	 	 	 (906)	214-2267	
	 													Email:		officemanager@fortunelake.org	

	
Check	Out	the	New	Opportunity!!	

	 	

GRANDPARENT/GRANDKID	SAMPLER	WEEK	
Starts		July	5,	2017									Ends		July	7,	2017	

																																																				3	p.m.	CT																																11	a.m.	CT	

	

	

	

	

Make	memories	to	last	a	lifetime	with	our	new	Grandparent/Grandkid	Sampler	

week	at	camp.	This	is	a	perfect	opportunity	to	come	to	camp	and	enjoy	singing,	

Bible	study,	swimming,	and	all	the	rest	Fortune	Lake	has	to	offer.	Bring	your	

grandkids;	stay	in	one	of	our	comfortable	retreat	lodges	with	private	bathroom.	

Grandparent/s	will	be	responsible	for	supervision	of	grandchild/ren	during	this	

sampler	week.	

Lodges	available:	Emanuel	&	Grace	 	

Children	under	4	are	free.	Family	maximum	cost	is	$400.	

	

For	information	on	registering,	call	the	camp	or	go	to	www.fortunelake.org!	



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 

					Prayer	Calendar	-	June	2017 
 

1 Pray for the members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen MD (Rev Stuart 
Luce), Gloria Dei! Lutheran Church, Arnold MD (Rev Shawn Brandon), and Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Bel Air MD (Rev Gregory Fetzer.)  

2 For Bishop Skrenes as he travels to attend the Central Southern Illinois Synod 
Assembly, June 1-3. 

3 Pray for Rostered Leaders, both active and retired celebrating birthdays this 
month: Paul Holmstrom 6/2, Lauri Maki 6/3, and Nick Johannes 6/6. 

4 For all graduates beginning a new phase of life.  We pray that they achieve their 
goals, weather their disappointments and stay close to God as they face new adventures 
and temptations.    

5 Pray for the members of Kimara Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS companion congregation Calvary, Minoqua (Rev Maxine Gray.) 

6 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination: John 
Kuziej, Doug Pohlman, Fran Strong, David Van Kley, Ken Michaelis, and Norman Lund. 

7 For our busy Synod Office Staff as they meet today at 11:00 to regroup and begin 
planning for the transition to a new Bishop.  

8 Pray for Bishop Tom Skrenes as he leaves to spend a week at Boys State. 

9 For school children dismissed from their regular school work.  May they continue to 
learn and grow and take the time to exercise their minds and bodies in play. 

10 Pray for our spouses of deceased pastors – Margaret Laursen and  

11 For all those traveling to attend graduations and weddings, and those enjoying 
vacations.  Grant them safe travel and happy times. 

12 Pray for Rostered Leaders, both active and retired celebrating birthdays this 
month: Joe Iverson 6/19, Dean Marin 6/22, Breanne Kinnunen 6/22, Jon Magnuson 
6/25, Bill Jacobson 6/26, & Duane Priebe 6/29.  

13 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination:  Peter 
Vorhes, Keith Kolstad, Warren Geier, and Erik Heskin. 

14 For all people who are hungry and don't get enough to eat or don't have nutritious 
food to eat and for all those throughout the synod who are doing their best to 
help them. 

15 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination: Lee 
Goodwin, Micheal Laakko, David Jensen, Maxine Gray, Earl Bergh, & George Olson. 

 



 
16 Pray for Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp and for those campers enjoying the many 

events throughout the summer.  FLLC has something for everyone -- visit 
fortunelakelutherancamp.org today for the schedule. 

17 For all the Seminary Students from our synod, but especially this month we pray that 
all congregations in our synod would encourage their young people to 
explore the ministry as their calling in life. 

18 Offer prayers of thanksgiving for fathers on Father’s Day.  Pray that all fathers 
become involved, responsible parents who raise their children to be caring individuals 
who will have productive and fulfilling lives.              

19 Pray for those across the synod who are in need of God’s healing touch – keep them 
mindful of God’s presence in their lives as they are renewed in body, mind, and spirit. 

20 For those attending the Leadership Support Committee meeting at FLLC at 11:00 CT 
today and for the Worship Committee meeting at Bethany, Republic at 10:30 ET. 

21 Pray for the members of Faith Lutheran Church, Cockeysville MD (Rev Eileen 
Kelley-Warner), First Lutheran Church, Ellicott City MD (Rev Michael Louia) and 
Epiphany, Ellicott City MD (Rev John Trautwein.) 

22 Pray for those people everywhere who are homeless.  May God help them retain 
their dignity while they improve their situation and can return to a place with a 
permanent roof over their heads. 

23 For those in prisons.  Keep them from harm and help them to learn from their 
mistakes.  Keep these children of God close to you, Dear Father. 

24 Pray for the Bishop Transition Team as they meet today at 11:00 in the Synod Office. 

25 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination:	Eleanor 
Russey, Wally Leno, Dean Marin, Philip Johnson, David Johnson, Paul Holmstrom, Lauri 
Maki, & Paul Raappana.		

26 For victims of bullying.  Help them regain their self-respect and dignity and help them 
to forgive the bullies. 

27 Pray also for retired clergy and their spouses:  Rev Gerald and Susan Anderson and 
Rev Mark and Kristi Bangert. 

28 For all those getting married this month that they will learn to solve their problems 
and become good examples for future generations. 

29 Pray for those attending the World Hunger committee meeting today at noon ET at the 
Synod Office.  

30 Pray for pastors active or retired celebrating anniversaries of ordination: Jon 
Magnuson, Ingmar Levin, Les Niemi, Robert Sutherland, Matt Lamb, Bob Langseth, 
Raymond Korry, Tim Johnston, & Stephen Gauger.  

	
“We	pray	for	congregations	in	the	Delaware-Maryland	Synod	

as	part	of	our	domestic	partner	synod	relationship.”	
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																Prayer	Calendar	-	July	2017 

 
1 Pray for those across the synod who will travel this summer – keep them safe as they 

enjoy the beauty of God’s creation and may they know that their church families keep 
them in prayer when they are away. 

2 Pray for blessings for planters and for crops whether those on farms or in their own 
backyards. 

3 Pray that we may be goods stewards of the all lakes, rivers, streams, and waterfalls 
that grace this synod.  Help us to keep them clean and beautiful for future generations. 

4 Pray for our nation as we celebrate independence this day.  Ask for God’s 
guidance that our nation’s leaders will speak out for the rights, welfare, and 
dignity of people everywhere. 

5 Pray for a safe and successful trip for all those going to Tanzania on the Dental 
Mission trip today through July 21. 

6 Pray for the members of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Columbia MD (Rev 
Chad Kline), St. John Lutheran Church, Columbia MD (Rev Brian Hughes) and 
New Hope Lutheran Church, Columbia MD, (Rev Virginia Price.) 

7 Pray for the ministry of Shepherd of the Sea Chapel in Copper Harbor and Pastor 
Timothy Johnston as they welcome summer residents and visitors. 

8 For those men and women in the armed forces away from their homes defending 
our country and their families who miss them.  We thank God for them. 

9 Pray for pastors celebrating birthdays this month:  Dean Peterson 7/06, Tracy 
Polzin 7/06, Jennie Johnson Wrege 7/07, Ken Michaelis 7/09, Norm Peterson 7/09, 
Keith Kolstad 7/09, and Ingmar Levin 7/10. 

10 Pray for the members of Kurasini Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
and their NGLS companion congregation St. James Lutheran Church, 
Rudyard, (Rev Matt Lamb.) 

11 For all those facing addictions to drugs or alcohol.  Lead them to seek help and 
forgive them when they make mistakes. 

12 Pray for pastors celebrating anniversaries of ordination this month: Bob Patrick, 
D.J. Rasner, Melinda Quivik, Gerald Anderson, Scott Ehle, Jim Duehring, and Katherine 
Finegan. 

13 For the NGLS Synodical Women's organization as they join many others at the 
Triennial Meeting in Minneapolis MN, July 13-16.  

14 Pray for those in nursing homes and facilities across our synod and for their 
families who wish they could visit more than sometimes seems possible.  We pray for 
God's blessing on those pastors and lay people who visit them with messages 
of hope and cheer.      

15 Pray also for retired clergy and their spouses: Rev Earl and Nijiko Bergh & Rev 
Douglas and Janet Buck. 

 



 
16 Pray for those children attending Vacation Bible School and the adult and youth 

leaders who will be enriched by leading it across our synod this summer. 
17 Pray for all those in our synod attending seminaries and especially we pray for those 

who are just completing the candidacy process. 
18 Pray that we can help children discover the joy of reading this summer.  Read to 

small children, choose books for older children, and help them all to become familiar with 
their local libraries. 

19 Pray for the members of Holy Communion Lutheran Church, Fallston MD, (Rev 
Chasity Wiener), Glen Lutheran Church, Glen Burnie MD, (Rev Elsa Clark) and 
Peace Lutheran Church, Glen Burnie MD, (Rev Kim Triplett.) 

20 For those attending the Men in Mission Gathering in Minneapolis, MN July 20-23. 
21 Pray for members of Faith Lutheran Church in Calumet and their interim pastor, 

Rev Timothy Johnston as they continue in the call process during a pastoral 
vacancy. 

22 For those with macular degeneration and other visual impairments, keep them 
safe and provide them with caregivers to help them negotiate in the midst of a sighted 
world.   

23 Pray for the spouses of our deceased pastors – Darley Kemppainen and Marilyn 
Andersen. 

24 Pray for more pastors celebrating birthdays this month:  D. J. Rasner 7/10, Gerald 
Anderson 7/17, Devon Barrix 7/24, Timothy Johnston 7/24, and Raymond Korry 7/27. 

25 We send a prayer of thanks to our Heavenly Father for the sunshine and the rain, the 
birds and the flowers, the smell of fresh mown grass and all of the things we miss so 
much when snow covers the land in our synod. 

26 Pray for continued love and strength and blessings for caregivers everywhere who 
can’t help but grow weary from carrying burdens for loved ones who can no longer care 
for themselves. 

27 Pray for Bishop Skrenes as he attends a Thrivent Financial Meeting in 
Appleton, WI today. 

28 For Bishop Tom Skrenes and his wife, Luanne, and all those bishops in Region 5 
who are attending the Bishops and Spouses Gathering in Galena, Illinois, July 28-30. 

29 Pray for those struggling with gender orientation and identity issues.  That they 
will find peace with God’s help and with human understanding. 

30 On this International Day of Friendship, we pray for all of our friends and then 
we also pray for all of our enemies. 

31 Pray for all individuals and their families who are dealing with mental illness.  Pray 
also that our governments and health care systems will keep them safe and get 
them the treatment that they need and deserve. 

“We	pray	for	congregations	in	the	Delaware-Maryland	Synod	
as	part	of	our	domestic	partner	synod	relationship.”	

		
 


