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As many of you already know, Finland looks an 
awful lot like the U.P.   It is no wonder that so 
many Finnish immigrants made the U.P. their  
new home.  

Rev. Anssi Almgren met us 
at the airport and was our 
contact for the duration of 
our stay.  A 30-something 
pastor serving on the staff 
of the  Diocese, he also 
played in a heavy metal punk rock band.   

Dave and I enjoyed two days of sight-seeing.  We 
walked the rather slushy streets of Helsinki and 
were surprised that they weren’t very good at 
snow removal.  Apparently, Helsinki is more used 
to being wet and cold and not so used to having 
three feet of snow dumped on them.  Whole cars 
were still buried, streets were one way, and pedes-
trians were challenged to navigate the icy slush on 
the sidewalks and the falling icicles from the roofs 
above.  

The festivities began on Saturday morning with     
a full rehearsal of the installation.  Bishops and 
friends from all over the world were present.   
Representatives from Iceland, Denmark, Sweden, 
Hungary, Norway, Scotland, Namibia, and       
Jerusalem were joined by Lutheran World       
Federation 
guests.  It was 
truly an inter-
national event 
that would be 
broadcast on 
national        
television. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

In February, I was asked by the  
Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, 
to represent her at the consecration 
of the new Bishop of Espoo,       
Finland.  The Rev. Kaisamari    
Hintikki had been elected, calling 
her out of her position at the        
Lutheran World Federation to  

serve the diocese of Espoo, just outside of Helsinki.   

Of course, I said yes.  I was 
very honored as I would be 
representing not only my 
church, and my country, but 
also, I learned, my sex, as there 
were no other female  bishops 
in Finland and Rev. Hintikki 
wanted to have at least one 
woman bishop involved in 
blessing her future efforts. 

Thankfully, my husband was able to arrange his  
work schedule to go with me, so on February 5th we 
drove to Chicago to catch a 7pm flight.  After eight 
hours on that plane, we had a layover in Heathrow 
London Airport, and then another three hour flight to 

Helsinki.  As we landed, Dave 
and I looked out the window 
and we both declared, “It looks 
just like home.”  Lots of trees, 
lots of snow, some gently roll-
ing hills covered in pine and 
crossed with snow covered 
roads. Despite how many 
hours of travel, had we really 
gone anywhere? 

~From the Bishop~ 
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on the other hand, I do 
believe any person with 
no connection to the 
church would have found 
the copes and mitres to be 
one more thing that they 
do not understand.  The 
finery was fashion from 
500 and more years ago, 
preserved and unchanging. 

Most of us have wardrobes that see something 
new every few years at least.  I saw a church that 
can’t even let go of its 500-year-old stylings.  
What else can’t it let go of? 

Folks in the U.P. have cherished a 100-year-old 
language preserving the Finnish of their grand- 
parents and great grandparents. Yet, people in 
Finland do not recognize the Finnish that is     
spoken here.  What some cherish as “traditional” 
has faded and disappeared in current Finnish   
customs and culture.   

It’s a curious phenomenon and it has me thinking 
about what the church strives to preserve while 
the rest of the world has simply moved on, to the 
point where there’s a gap, a chasm even, between 
what is meaningful in the church, and what is 
meaningful to the people that the church wants to 
reach.   

We proclaim Christ crucified and risen! 

The rest, the rest….we need to be careful, I think, 
not to preserve ruffled collars or two-tab collars 
or any given tradition at the expense of what truly 
matters, which is the message of the gospel to 
those we have been sent to reach.  

This is my take-away from my short time in    
Finland. While thoroughly enjoying the festivities 
and feeling incredibly honored to participate, I 
was mindful of the disconnect, the gap, between 
our historical traditions and the challenge to reach 
those who have no historical context of the 
church.  The gospel is central and must remain so.   

May the Spirit guide us into our future as we seek 
to be faithful to the proclamation of the gospel 
message. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bishop Katherine Finegan 

There were two banquets, 
one cake and coffee     
reception, three programs, 
choirs, speeches, flowers, 
and congratulations with 
several string quartets 
thrown in for good    
measure.  There was    
herring at breakfast 
(which I didn’t eat) and 
reindeer for dinner (which 
I did and it was delicious).   
At the hotel which also had a small castle on the 
property, there was a film crew and cast making    
a Finnish television series set in the 1940’s!  So 
every night, there were people dressed up in      
tuxedos and 1940’s finery and going over lines in 
the lobby. 
It was a wonderful trip.  But I write this, not just to 
give you an overview of the highlights, but to share 
with you some observations and wonderings about 
who we are as church.   
As the Bishops donned     
mitres and copes for the    
auspicious occasion, I       
noticed several things: 
one being the Finnish 
clergy all wore the two-
tab collar that I had seen 
in old pictures of former 
clergy on many Finnish 
heritage church walls in the NGLS.  What I took to 
be a 100-year-old fashion tradition continued to be 
alive and well in current Finnish clergy attire. But 
the Finnish clergy are joined by the Icelandic and 
Danish  Bishops who sported the ruffled collar so 
often seen in 16th century 
paintings.  After sharing 
with the Icelandic Bishop 
that he looked like a 
painting (he laughed, 
thankfully), he said that 
the collar was a  beloved 
mark of the office and he 
did not foresee that his 
church would dispense 
with it.   
On the one hand, there was the beautiful pageantry 
of the event.  Ornate and colorful robes with gold 
thread, symbols of the office on full display.  But 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 The Opening Worship will be at Bethany,      
 Escanaba at 7 p.m. ET      (Open to Everyone) 
 

 Meet Victoria Flood, ELCA Representative and 
Rev. Dwight Zscheile, Keynote Speaker, as they 
make their presentations to the assembly.  They are 
also leading workshops on Saturday afternoon. 

 

 Friday Breakfast will be hosted by Immanuel, 
Escanaba.  Proceeds will go to “Mission of Hope.” 

 

 Displays will be located in the entrance hall of the 
Besse Center Friday and Saturday. 

 

 Goodies provided by the churches in the Delta 
Conference along with coffee and water will be 
available at stations in the hall by the theater. 

 

 Friday Banquet will be at the Terrace Bay Inn, 
Escanaba.  Ordination Anniversaries/Retiring    
Pastors, Consecration Anniversary for Deacon,  
and Lay School Graduates will be recognized. 

 

 Friday Holden Evening Prayer Service hosted by 
First, Gladstone      (Open to Everyone) 

 

 Saturday Breakfast will be hosted by First,   
Gladstone.  Proceeds will go to Companion Synod 
Projects of First, Gladstone. 

 

 Saturday Worship is modeled after one of the      
Houston Youth Gathering worship services and 
will include synod youth and “Pastor Band.” 

 
 

EARLY REGISTRATION DATE  
April 5th! 

 
Voters have until 5 p.m. ET to register online to take 
advantage of the $120 fee.  After 5 p.m. ET the fee 
goes up to $145 per person.  All mailed registration 
forms must be received in the office by 5 p.m. ET on 
April 5th or the late fee will be imposed.  There is no 
late fee for visitors, it stays at $25. 

NOTEWORTHY 
 
No beverages may be brought into the theater.   

This is a rule of the Besse Center so we are           
asking that you abide by this rule. 

 
To compensate, breaks have been scheduled in   
the agenda for people to get refreshments, visit 
displays, use restrooms, or visit with others.  If 
you need a break before the scheduled break,  
you may do so at any time! 
 
No tables are available in the theater. 
The seating in the theater is soft and comfortable.  
You will have to balance your notebook or tablet/
computer on your lap.  Wi-fi will be available. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE READ 
 

 

A “Box Lunch” will be reserved for each 
registered voter and visitor on Saturday    
afternoon before the workshops, if you let 
us know that you want one!  We have up-
dated the online registration forms and the 
downloadable one for you to select if you 
want a box lunch.  There is no additional 
cost for this lunch because it is part of your 
registration fee.  We need to know how 
many lunches to have available for Saturday.  
 

Workshops— Saturday Afternoon  
       (Open to Everyone)   

Registration deadline for workshops is May 
1st!  Go to www.nglsynod.org/assembly to 
register for one or two workshops.  A $5 fee 
is being charged for those who are not 
registered for assembly.  NOTE:  There is 
an additional $22 fee for the Prayerbead 
Workshop and you need to select the color 
of beads you wish to order.  To register for 
workshops only, look for the “Workshops
– Something New This Year” insert in this 
issue of Notes and Quotes! 

2019 Synod Assembly 
May 16-18th 

Hosted by the Escanaba/Gladstone ELCA Churches and Bay College, Escanaba 
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NGLS Pastor Band for  
Synod Assembly 

 

Are you a pastor with musical gifts? 

Do you sing or play an instrument? 

We want you to join us in the NGLS Pastors 
band for Synod Assembly! 

Contact Lucas Wickstrom at 906-204-6800  or 
Lucas@lucas.net. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) is partnering 
with Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) and 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) to help hurricane victims recover in   
St. Croix, US Virgin Islands.    

The St. Croix Long-Term Disaster Recovery    
Mission Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) can be 
found at St_Croix_Mission_UMVIM_FAQ  

For additional details regarding available 2019 
dates, volunteering, registering and travel, please 
contact Lon Buss 
at  lon.buss@lutheranmeninmission.org  

Please note registration and travel must be        
arranged through UMVIM.  

 

Thank you for considering to help with this vital 
ministry. 
  

Visit the LMM Disaster Recovery Effort 
Webpage at this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7EhT8Rn_jI 

Transitions 
 

Welcome Michael Holman!  He was installed 
as Licensed Lay Minister on March 17, 2019 at 
Emanuel, Skandia and Bethany, Negaunee.  May 
God bless their ministry together. 
 
God’s blessings to Pastor Breanne Kinnunen 
and the people of Grace, Gwinn; and Pastor 
Dave Van Kley and the people of Bethany,    
Escanaba; as they begin their interim ministries. 
 
We rejoice with Pastor Avery and Meegan 
Carr on the birth of their daughter, Arya Grace.   
God’s blessings on this growing family. 
 
Installation of Pastor Andrew Plocher will be 
April 14th, 3 p.m. ET at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, 305 W. Magnetic, Marquette, MI. The 
color of the day is red. Clergy and LLM’s are 
invited to process. 
 
We hold in prayer the family of Nancy Kalweit, 
wife of Pastor Kal Kalweit, who served in the 
NGLS for many years.  Peace to her memory.  
A memorial service is scheduled at Messiah, 
Marquette in August of 2019. 

 
 
 

 
 

Apr. 7—MARKED! Event at Ascension, 
 Minocqua, 4-6 p.m. CT. 
                                      
Apr. 13—Fortune Lake Board Meeting at
 FLLC 
 
April 19—Synod Office closed Good Friday 
 
Apr. 21—HE IS RISEN!  ALLELUIA!! 
 
May. 5—Installation of Amanda Rasner as 
 Camp Director for FLLC, 3 p.m. CT 
 
May 16-18—Synod Assembly in Escanaba 
 
Sep-Nov—Walking Together Events 
 
Oct. 6-8—Fall Theological Clergy, LLM’s, 
 and Spouses Retreat 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015Kb5LkN-arGv7fb1czO-lkurX2FyDpdC2z2upUt8ifP8zd68UZCDkSEOvsenp-um2mqnmG77uQdGIe297EUa-6lbLOdqygi6WIUG7dhaHRUGaoO2SeHLOBdzXnOoYRTWOzOlj4F67XVLZ_c7T13jePOFVL_5DSELhxKXKKhdv352ZHqN0MzSUAspUFI3cMqbtWX-cfsbOxhXsNgMLjZaqZmfDLF2shsC8fcH
mailto:lon.buss@lutheranmeninmission.org
mailto:lon.buss@lutheranmeninmission.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015Kb5LkN-arGv7fb1czO-lkurX2FyDpdC2z2upUt8ifP8zd68UZCDkaYKeRgGf1ZQRhiWBv74QosgsL74QQeyo8JdgR0dGi7Ui306YMMhvitp9zhOZ2j2J-8FlpwfB6y8VQYuFBFKpIESD_AT1hm403Ke6yl34QYyzcWUToEEwqeKihoWFk8nrVZ835Vxr94pCAWZx9hbQ7RF6syWGkaw6TqUiwwDIrv1&c=y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015Kb5LkN-arGv7fb1czO-lkurX2FyDpdC2z2upUt8ifP8zd68UZCDkaYKeRgGf1ZQRhiWBv74QosgsL74QQeyo8JdgR0dGi7Ui306YMMhvitp9zhOZ2j2J-8FlpwfB6y8VQYuFBFKpIESD_AT1hm403Ke6yl34QYyzcWUToEEwqeKihoWFk8nrVZ835Vxr94pCAWZx9hbQ7RF6syWGkaw6TqUiwwDIrv1&c=y
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.informednotariesofmaine.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F04%2FUpcomingEvents-696x300.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rimedia.org%2Fmark-your-calendar-banner.html&docid=k-X9YVc4m6ujFM&tbnid=_Y8Wwdk3b
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Bob Dylan wrote a song, “The Times They are A-
Changin.”   Change is a constant  in the world we 
live in.  I recall thinking about my grandfather 
who was born in 1900 and died on Pearl Harbor 
Day, December 7, 1991. 

Grandpa Loechelt saw so many changes in his  
lifetime. From working on farms during the       
depression with a team of horses to witnessing 
Neil Armstrong walking on the moon.  At times I 
sensed all that change was overwhelming for my 
grandfather, but yet, he was a pretty resilient man.  
I know that his faith helped him through it all. 

We, in the Christian community, are witnessing 
dramatic changes in the tapestry of Christendom.  
Our ELCA is a relatively new denominational  
phenomenon—having just begun in 1988. Some 
of you were around then as boundaries were 
drawn to define the various synods of the new 
ELCA and establish the structures and priorities 
of this new expression of the Lutheran communi-
ty in the  United States.  Our ELCA has witnessed 
many changes in 30 years! 

Pastors trained in seminaries decades ago now   
realize, that in some many respects, they weren’t 
trained for ministry dynamics of 2019.  Church 
leaders are having to adjust, adapt, and change at 

a pretty rapid pace.  In many ways we are in 
uncharted territory. Todd Bolsinger wrote a 
book with a curious title,  Canoeing the 
Mountains. Todd reflects on the 
Lewis & Clark expedition’s goal 
to find a path to the Northwest.  
What started out as a river    
voyage would eventually face a 
new challenge: mountains. The 
crew was basically trained for 
river navigation, but they had to adjust to the       
unchartered mountains before them. 

“Canoeing the Mountains” feels a lot like 
what’s going on in Christendom today. Our 
faith declares that God is still God. God has 
got the future. Christ is still Lord. God’s grace 
changes everything. God’s Spirit is on the 
move. But, but the questions remain:  What    
is God up to now?  What is God asking us to 
join in with? What structural changes are   
warranted?  What changes of perspective are 
called for?  

Some pastors of our synod have 
been contemplating these matters 
in training at Luther Seminary 
with Professors Dwight Zscheile 
and Michael Binder. Dwight 
Zscheile is author of the book, 
The Agile Church, and will be the 

keynote speaker at the Northern Great Lakes 
Synod  Assembly in Escanaba, May 16-18.  
Professor Zscheile will also present two 
workshops   that will be open to the general 
public on   Saturday, May 18 at 1:15pm and 
2:30pm at Bay College in Escanaba.    

~From the Assistant to the Bishop~ 
 

“Changing World, Changing Church:  A Call to Faithfulness” 
“Behold, I’m doing a new thing.”   Isaiah 43:19 



 

    
     

 
Assistant to the Bishop (continued) 
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The trainings at Luther Seminary have been 
called: “Faithful Innovations”. A $75,000 grant 
from the Siebert Foundation is enabling the six 
synods of Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan to participate and offer this in their 
respective synods.  

The Northern Great Lakes Synod will be       
inviting congregational lay leaders, pastors, and 
licensed lay leaders to take a journey as we 
reimagine church in light of today’s changing 
culture.  This is a Spirit-led journey in which 
we are invited to engage the spiritual practices 
of listening, discerning, experimenting and   
reflecting.    

A congregation commits four to seven lay   
people to attend trainings and become part of 
that congregation’s “Guiding Team”. There 
will be three Training Events with monthly   
ongoing coaching for laity and pastors. The key 
features of “Faithful Innovations” are: 

 Dwelling in the Word 

 Tracing God’s Movement in our     
 Lives & Neighborhoods 

 Action Learning Experiments 

 Intentional Reflection 

 

Check out the synod’s website at 
www.nglsynod.org to download the 
brochure describing this “Faithful In-
novations” process:  

 

I thank Pastor Ann Gonyea, Pastor Keith 
Kolstad, and Pastor Matt Lamb for their   
willingness to help with these training       
sessions.  Please talk among your leadership 
and do consider your involvement.  Contact 
Pastor Jim Duehring with any questions 
about your congregation’s involvement in 
“Faithful Innovations.”    

May we be found to be resilient, innovative, 
and faithful people during times of change!  

 

                                Pastor Jim Duehring 

 

 

 

Blessed be the God and Father            
of our Lord Jesus Christ!                    

By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living 

hope  through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

            1 Peter 1:3 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

“Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call.   
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.”  (ELW #678) 

 
Walking together as the Northern Great Lakes Synod in 2019, we thank God for the 
many blessings in our congregational lives, and we look forward with faith and trust, 
knowing that God will provide all that is needed for the various ministries in which we 
are involved.  Mission support pledges for the year have decreased by .8% and gifts 
through February are down by 8.4%.  As we “open wide our hands in sharing,” may our 
generosity overflow so that we can indeed serve our Lord by loving all. 
 
                     - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 2/19 2018 2019 $ Change % Change 
Pledged Amount 813,739 804,474 -6265 -.8% 

Amount Received 97,619 89,391 -8228 -8.4% 

Designated Gifts 21,260 20,132 -1128 -5.3% 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 

Full-time 
Christ Lutheran Parish, Ironwood—Pastor Lisa Ubbelohde 

St. Stephens, Stephenson/Gethsemane, Wallace—Pastor Scott Ehle 
Messiah, Marquette (Associate Pastor)  
Grace, Pembine—Pastor Doug Johnson 

Immanuel, Escanaba—Pastor Dennis Meyette 
Christ the King, Escanaba—Pastor Tom Otis 

Bethany, Republic—Pastor Doug Norquist 
Faith, Sault Ste. Marie—Pastor Matt Lamb 

United, Crystal Falls/Bethany, Amasa—Pastor Dave Johnson 
Gloria Dei, Hancock—Pastor Peter Vorhes 
Zion, Manistique—Pastor Stephen Gauger 

Grace, Gwinn—Pastor Bre Kinnunen 
 

Part-time 
Lutheran Campus Ministry (NMU), Marquette—Pastor Andrew Plocher                                                        
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March 31-April 6 Grant Soltwisch 

April 7-13 Synodical Women’s Organization 

April 14-20 Jackie Lehto 

April 21-27 Pastor Ann Gonyea 

April 28-May 4 Pam Durbin 

May 5-11 Ray Berg 

May 12-18 Doris Kewley 

May 19-25 Pastor Lisa Ubbelohde 

May 26-June 1  
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FOR  April & May 2019 

Mail Label 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Marquette, MI 49855 

Permit No. 22 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fimages%2Fvalentine-clip-art-valentines-day-clipart-free-clip-art-valentines-free-valentines-clip-art-535_475.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fsingle%2F116951.html&docid=xUHakHJti87ncM&
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fclover-clip-art-FourLeafClover2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fclipart_images%2Ffour-leaf-clover-clipart-1668636&docid=go3nTYNYChXtjM&tbnid=OgRbens7kqeJ4M%3A&v


 

 

SYNOD CALENDAR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 World Hunger Committee Meeting,  

1 pm at Christ the King, Escanaba 

4 NGLS Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Meeting, 11am at the Synod Office 

7 MARKED! Event, 4-7 pm CT at 
Ascension, Minocqua  

8-10 Systems Academy in Chicago (Rev. 
Duehring)  

11 NGLS Staff Meeting, 11 am ET at 
the Synod Office 

13      Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp Board 
Meeting 

14 Palm Sunday 

Installation of Rev. Andrew Plocher,     
3 pm at Messiah, Marquette  

19 Good Friday, Synod Office closed 

25    NGLS Endowment Fund Board 
Meeting, 5 pm ET at the Synod 
Office 

26 Bi-Synodical Candidacy Committee 
meeting at Bethany, Norway 

28    Companion Synod Committee 
Meeting, 3 pm ET at Bethel, 
Ishpeming 

30 NGLS Staff Meeting, 11 am at the 
Synod Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1       Executive Committee Meeting 11 am 

2 Lay School for Mission/Licensed Lay 
Ministry Board Meeting, 11 am at the 
Synod Office, Marquette 

4 Synod Assembly Choir Practice,       
10 am at Bethany, Ishpeming 

5 Finlandia University Commencement 

 Installation of Amanda Rasner, Camp 
Director, 3 pm CT at FLLC 

7  Marquette Young Adult Ministry 
(MYAM) Meeting, 11 am at the Synod 
Office 

11       Synod Assembly Choir Practice, 10 
am ET at Bethany, Escanaba 

 Synod Assembly Bell Choir Practice, 
8:30 am - 2pm at Bethany, Escanaba 

14 NGLS Staff Meeting, 11 a.m. at the 
Synod Office 

16   Assembly business at Bethany, Esc.:  
- Assembly Registration Begins 2 pm  
- Synod Council Meeting, 3:30 pm            
- Synod Assembly Opening Worship 

17-18  Assembly Events at Bay College and 
at Escanaba/Gladstone Area Lutheran 
Churches, ELCA  

29  NGLS Staff Meeting, 11 am at the 
Synod Office 

    

 



Always Being Made New  
 Helen Ademino 
 
Answer the Call/Fund for Leaders 
 Trinity, Trout Creek 
 Roger and Kay Knuth 
 Rev. Chrys Hendrick 
 
Companion Synod Projects 
 Christ Parish, Ironwood 
 St. Paul, Mass City 
 First, Gladstone 
 Our Redeemer, Newberry 
 Ann Christiansen 
 Tracy and David Rowe 
 Mary Lou and David Blomquist 
 Pauline and John Kiltinen 
  
ELCA Disaster Relief 

Good Shepherd, Houghton 
Mission United, Pelkie 
Grace, South Range 
Bethany, Amasa 
Zion, Manistique 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
Emanuel, Skandia 

 
Kemppainen Scholarship 
 
Lay School for Mission 
 John and Karen Nurmi (in memory of Leona Hill) 
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
 Faith, Rock – NMU 
 Grace, Gwinn – NMU 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette – NMU 
 Immanuel, Negaunee - NMU 
 

Lutheran Social Services 
Emanuel, Skandia  

 
Lutheran World Relief 

Salem, Ironwood 
Trinity, Stonington 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 

Marquette Young Adult Ministry 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan 
Messiah, Marquette 
  

Missionary Sponsorship 
 Mission United, Pelkie 
 Trinity, Rhinelander 
 
NGLS Endowment Fund 
 
NGLS Leadership Support 
 Mission United, Pelkie 
  

NGLS Mission Outreach 
 Don Schutt 
 
NGLS Seminarian Support 
 United, Crystal Falls 
 Faith, Rock 
 
NGLS Stewardship 
 
Pastors Debt Reduction 
  

 
Skogman Scholarship   

Pam Durbin 
Dirk and Sue Manson 
 

Skrenes Fund for Ministry 
 Rev. Chad Christensen 
 Rev. Thomas and Luanne Skrenes 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Together, let’s TAKE A BITE OUT OF HUNGER 
and make a real impact with our  
World Hunger Offerings!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Make plans for your  

Synod Assembly  

World Hunger Offering! 

Some ideas to raise Hunger dollars in your congregation: 

 ~Have a Pie Social 

~Sponsor a Pie Auction/ Bake Sale for World Hunger 

~Encourage folks to “Buy a piece of the pie” 

~Sell Pizza Pie 

 ~Have a Pie Eating Contest 

 ~Have a Bake-Off, Best Pie Wins 

 ~Sponsor a Pie-Filling Drive 

 ~Challenge everyone to donate at least $3.14 

 ~Use Pie Tins for a Noisy Offering during Lent 

 ~If challenges are met, give your pastor a Pie in the Face 😊 



 
 

           WORKSHOPS - Something New This Year 
You do not need to be registered for assembly to attend workshops! 
 
                   Please check one or two workshops you will be attending. 

 
For a $5 fee, those who are not registered for assembly can attend the following workshops being 
offered on Saturday, May 18th following Synod Assembly.  (The $5 workshop fee is included in the registration 
fee for assembly attendees.)    
 
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL WORKSHOPS!      Registration Deadline is May 1, 2019 
 
____    The Blessings of Generosity – Victoria Flood, ELCA Rep   1:15-2:15 p.m. ET 

Learn where our Synod Mission Support money goes and how our partnership  
makes a difference. 

                                                                                           
____    Healthy Conversations – Rev. Tom Otis          1:15-2:15 p.m. ET   

In a polarized and anxious time, how do we as people of faith have productive  
and meaningful conversations about things that matter? 

 
____    Updating Your Church’s Constitution – Rev. Doug Johnson   1:15-2:15 p.m. ET 

How to do it and why you should.                                              
 
____    Lutheran Immigration Refugee Service          1:15-2:15 p.m. ET  

Learn what we do together to minister to immigrants and refugees. 
 

____    Faithful Innovations – Rev. Dwight Zscheile  (Offered twice)   1:15-2:15  or  2:30-3:30 p.m. ET 
Reimagine church in light of today’s changing culture. Take this  
Spirit-led journey in which we are invited to engage the spiritual  
practices of listening, discerning, experimenting and reflecting. 

 
____    Congregation Vitality – Rev. Jim Duehring         2:30-3:30 p.m. ET  

What is it, what it looks like, how to build it, why it matters. 
 
____    Lutheran Theology 101 – Rev. Steve Gauger         2:30-3:30 p.m. ET  

What makes Lutheran Theology distinctive?  What do we have to add to the conversation? 
 
____ Rooted and Open: The Common Calling of ELCA Colleges and Universities – Rev. Philip Johnson 

In this interactive workshop, the most recent expression of “What it means 2:30-3:30 p.m. ET 
to be Lutheran” on our ELCA college campuses will be presented and discussed. 

 
____    Prayer Beads - Rev. Terry Frankenstein          2:30-3:30 p.m. ET 

Another way to pray:  Make a prayer bead necklace and learn a new discipline  
to enrich your prayer life.   

                           For all attendees to this workshop, there is an additional $22 fee to cover supplies. 
 
(Please select one color for beads) ___ Red   ___ Dark Blue   ___ Light Green   ___ Hot Pink   ___ Turquoise   ___ Light Purple     
                                                                   ___ Natural White w/Dark Aqua     ___ Brown w/Dark Aqua 
 
 

 
NAME_____________________________________________  Email ___________________________________________ 
 
 

Congregation & Town____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Workshop Fee: $5           Prayer Beads:  $22 (if attending workshop)          Total Amount Enclosed:_________________ 
 

PLEASE SEND ENTIRE FORM WITH PAYMENT TO: 
Northern Great Lakes Synod, 1029 N. 3rd St., Marquette, MI  49855

 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
             Prayer Calendar – April 2019 

 
1 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 

Linda Forray (4/8), Breanne Kinnunen (4/22), and Terry Frankenstein (4/23). 

2 Pray for our Synod Hunger Committee as they meet in Escanaba today, and make 
plans for our Synod Assembly and other Hunger awareness activities. 

3 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Linda Forray (4/3), Mark 
Bangert (4/13), George Kaiser (4/14), Nancy Kauppi (4/16), and Ken Ranos (4/20). 

4 Pray for our Synod Constitution Committee as they meet in Marquette today and 
review constitutions from various congregations. Pray also for our Synod Lutheran 
Campus Ministry Team as they meet in Marquette today and make plans for the 
future of campus ministry in our Synod. 

5 Pray for all who lead or participate in mid-week Lenten worships and other 
activities – that this journey leads them to greater faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

6 Pray for Delta Conference 6 as they meet for their Spring Gathering today at Calvary 
Lutheran Church, Rapid River.  (This meeting was rescheduled to March 31, 2019) 

7 Pray for youth throughout our Synod, especially those who are participating in the 
Marked! Event at Ascension Lutheran Church, Minocqua, today. 

8 Pray for Pastor Jim Duehring, Assistant to the Bishop, as he attends Systems 
Academy today through April 10. 

9 Pray for the members of Salem Lutheran Church, Jarrettsville, MD; Second 
English Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Shepherd of the Glen Lutheran 
Church, Glenwood, MD; and Spirit of Life Lutheran Church, Wilmington, DE. 

10 Pray for all of our Seminary Students, especially Micah Cavaleri, as they 
continue their preparation for rostered ministry. 

11 Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they meet today in Marquette and 
make plans for our ministries in our Synod and around the ELCA. 

12 Pray for the members of Mbagala Lutheran Church, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, 
and their NGLS mission partner Immanuel Lutheran Church, Rhinelander. 

13 Pray for the members of the Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp Board of Directors 
as they meet today at the Camp and continue plans for the annual meeting and summer 
ministries. 

14 Pray for Pastor Andrew Plocher and Messiah Lutheran Church, Marquette, as 
he is installed today as their Senior Pastor. 

15 Pray for accountants, treasurers, and tax preparers as they work long hours 
helping others get their taxes sent in on time. 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


16 Pray for all of creation as God brings renewed life with the spring. 

17 
Pray for our Rostered Clergy, active and retired, who are celebrating birthdays this 
month; Doug Pohlman (4/24), Chrys Hendrick (4/28), and Bob Patrick (4/29). 

18  Just as Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, pray that each of us may find 
joy and fulfillment in a life of service to others as disciples of our Savior, 
Jesus the Christ. 

19  At the foot of the cross we see Jesus’ tortured body and feel his pain, yet at the 
same time we experience this as God's greatest gift.  Pray that as you leave 
the cross you take the crucified Christ with you today. 

20 As the day ends and darkness descends, we do not see light, yet we know the 
blazing light of Easter is about to burst forth. Pray for hope in all the dark 
times of our lives and the lives of our loved ones, as we remember that 
the life of the resurrected Christ shines light into our lives every day.   

21 Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!   Alleluia!  Say these words over 
and over – make this your breath prayer today and every day.  Thank God for 
the risen Christ today and every day knowing that he is with you now 
and has prepared a place for you in his kingdom where you will live forever.      

22 Pray for this planet on Earth Day.  Pray that all people take care of this place God has 
entrusted to us and preserve it for future generations by recycling and 
conserving its resources.   

23 Pray for the members of St. Abraham Lutheran Church, Beckleysville, MD; St. 
Andrew Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; St. Andrew Lutheran Church, 
Dover, DE; and St. Benjamin Lutheran Church, Wesminster, MD. 

24 Pray for our Synod Endowment Committee as they meet in Marquette tomorrow and 
make decisions for how these funds can extend ministry in new ways. 

25 Pray for all those suffering from malaria and those in danger of contracting malaria 
today on World Malaria Day.   

26 Pray for our Bi-Synodical Candidacy Committee as they meet at Bethany 
Lutheran Church, Norway, today. And pray for all candidates for rostered 
ministry as they prepare for interviews and calls from congregations and other 
ministry sites throughout the United States. 

27 Pray for teachers and students as they prepare for and celebrate spring 
awards banquets, proms, and other events. Pray that their celebrations will be safe 
and sober events. 

28 Pray for Lutheran Disaster Response and all of their partner ministries around the 
world. Pray also for the victims of natural and human-caused disasters. 

29 Pray for all active-duty military personnel. Pray for their safety, their families who 
miss them so much, and for peace between nations that are currently at war. 

30 Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they meet today in Marquette. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”  



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
             Prayer Calendar – May 2018 

 
1 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Philip Johnson (5/1), Erik 

Heskin (5/9), Tammy Barthels (5/13), & John Shallow (5/21). 

2 Pray for and with all those who join in the National Day of Prayer today. Pray that our 
nation and our nation’s leaders may cooperate with one another in all they do, may work 
for justice for all people, and care for the vulnerable in our communities and our world. 
Pray also for those attending the Lay School for Mission/Licensed Lay Ministry 
Board Meeting today – that they will continue to provide education and ministry within 
our Synod.  

3 May is Mental Health Awareness Month.  Pray for all those with any of the wide 
spectrum of mental illnesses and pray that more resources will be provided for 
research and treatment of mental illness. 

4 Pray for our Synod Assembly Choir as they practice today at Bethany, Ishpeming. 

5 Pray for Finlandia University graduates, all college and university graduates, 
and their families as they move into a new phase of life.  
Pray also for Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp and their new director Amanda 
Rasner, as the FLLC Annual meeting takes place today and Amanda is installed. 

6 Pray for all those planning, leading, and attending Baccalaureate Services – that 
faith will continue to be supported in our communities and students will grow in their faith 
throughout their lives.  

7 Pray for the Marquette Young Adult Ministry Team as they meet in Marquette today 
and make plans for the future of this ministry. 

8 Pray for all those young adults who are confirmed this spring.  May they continue 
to grow in faith towards Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

9 Pray for students who will be graduating from High School in the coming days that 
higher education and employment opportunities will be available to them. 

10 Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month: 
Nick Johannes (5/10), Douglas Buck (5/18), Tom Otis (5/21), Norman Peterson (5/23), 
George Kaiser (5/24), and John Shallow (5/24). 

11 Tomorrow is National Nursing Day. Pray for all those nurses in our congregations 
and everywhere who care for us and our loved ones when we are ill and most vulnerable. 

12 Pray for mothers everywhere on Mother's Day as you honor your own mother.    
Pray also for the women who long to be mothers and grieve infertility, 
miscarriage, and other losses of their children. 

13 Pray for members of St. James Lutheran Church, Union Bridge, MD; St. John 
Lutheran Church (Brooklyn), Baltimore, MD; St. John Lutheran Church, 
Columbia, MD; and St. John Lutheran Church, Thurmont, MD. 

14 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today and make their final preparations for the 
Synod Assembly – that all will be well with them and any anxieties will be calmed. 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


15 Pray for members of Magomeni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 
and their partner congregation Zion Lutheran Church, Manistique, MI. 

16 Pray for those who gather today to assemble the packets for the Synod 
Assembly – that they will have energy, patience, and endurance in their work. 

17 Pray for all those who are gathering for our Synod Assembly at Bethany Lutheran, 
Escanaba, and Bay College, Escanaba. Pray that they have safe travels and God’s guidance 
as they discuss ministry and make decisions for the future of our Synod. 

18 Pray for this final day of the Synod Assembly – that all will have safe and happy 
returns home and that God will provide all we need to implement ministry and mission in 
the days ahead. 

19 Pray for all the congregations of the Northern Great Lakes Synod as we prepare to 
welcome summer visitors and vacationers in our beautiful area. 

20 Pray for teachers, bus drivers, school staff and administrators – as they head into 
the final days and weeks of the school year and begin plans for Summer School and the 
next school year. 

21 Pray for camps and camping ministries, especially Fortune Lake Lutheran 
Camp, as they gear up for the summer and as their summer staff members are trained. 
May the Holy Spirit empower and guide them as they watch over all who will be in their 
care this summer. 

22 Pray for the members of St. John Lutheran Church, Cumberland, MD; St. John 
Lutheran Church (Edgemere), Baltimore, MD; St. John Lutheran Church 
(Franklin Ave.), Baltimore, MD; and St. John Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD. 

23 Pray for all Rostered Leaders and their families – that they may have productive 
times of study and prayer, relaxing days of renewal, and supportive relationships inside 
and beyond the congregations they serve. 

24 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed.  We ask you, Heavenly Father, to send 
them opportunities to work, to keep their families well-fed, and to teach those of 
us more fortunate how we may help them. 

25 Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month: 
Dean Peterson (5/26), Doug Schoen (5/27), Dale Skogman (5/30), and Mary Weinkauf 
(5/30). 

26 Pray for Lutheran Social Service agencies and the people whom they serve. 

27 We remember all US military personnel who have died serving our 
country on this Memorial Day. We grieve with their families and pray that 
the day will come when no more wars are fought and no more soldiers die.   

28 Pray for all who are homebound or in care facilities, that they may feel God’s love 
surrounding them at all times. 

29 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet and follow-up on decisions and plans that were 
made during the Synod Assembly. 

30 Pray for Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service as they work with people who 
have fled from their homes due to famine, hunger, war, or natural disasters. 

31 Pray for prayer ministries – that all may know God’s power in their lives. 
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 

as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 


