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songs, their hearts to the prayers, and 
their presence to the spirit of that  
worship service that both celebrated 
the life and mourned the death of First 
Lutheran. 

We recounted the many ministry     
efforts:  fundraisers for the needs of 
the community, Lutheran World Relief 
quilts, hunger offerings, Scout       
Sundays, the Sunday School bus and 
afterschool programs…the list goes 
on and on.  

With all this activity, with all the effort  
and energy that was expended in     
faithful service, one might ask the    
question, “Why then did they close?”  

One would think that faithful service   
and dedicated leaders would translate   
to stability and sustainability.  It is an      
uncomfortable and disquieting truth 
that this is not the reality.   

“For everything 
there is a season, 
and a time 
 for every purpose     
under heaven:  
a time to be born and a 
time to die.”   
~Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

On Sunday, September 15, 2019, First    
Lutheran Church of Dollar Bay, Michigan 
closed.  For 119 years, the people of 
First Lutheran faithfully strived to be a 
blessing, not only to the people of Dollar 
Bay, but also to our Synod and to the 
world. 

The worship service on September 15th     
celebrated these 119 years.  I am  
thankful for the many people from all 
over the conference and neighboring 
congregations who came to support the 
people of First, adding their voices to the 

~From the Bishop~ 
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Even in its closing, First was mindful of 
its mission.  They could have chosen to 
eke out an existence until the last nickel 
and dime was spent.  Instead, they 
were proactive, choosing a time for this 
purpose so that they could share any 
remaining resources with other local  
congregations, conference partners, 
and the greater Church.   

We give thanks for the ministry of First 
Lutheran Church in Dollar Bay, and the 
blessing that this congregation was to 
so many. 

Yours in Christ,  

Bishop Katherine Finegan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Lutheran Church 

Dollar Bay, Michigan 

We don’t want it to be true, but a        
congregation can be faithful, with a clear 
sense of mission and purpose, and still 
close.  This season of our time in church 
life takes place in a culture of shifting 
ground.  Congregational life and the  
mission of the church is happening today 
in the midst of changing paradigms,     
attitudes, priorities and more that have 
nothing to do with who we are as 
Church.  Yet, they have everything to do 
with who we are as Church. 

You have no doubt heard it before, but I 
will say it again, the Church and your 
church are in the midst of challenges that 
previous generations did not face. The 
Church globally is growing (Ethiopians 
and Tanzanians comprise the largest 
segments of booming and expanding  
Lutheran congregations),  and we are 
glad for this, but this good news doesn’t 
make our future path any clearer. 

There is no pill, or program, or exercise 
that will guarantee any congregation’s  
future sustainability.  But my hope is that 
even in the face of  uncertainty, our focus 
would be on the most basic purpose of 
what a church is for…. proclaiming Christ 
crucified and risen and all the attending 
comfort, challenges, ministry, fellowship, 
worship, witness and faith formation     
efforts that this proclamation requires. 
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Conf. 1:   Sun. Oct. 20, 2-5:30 pm 
 All Saints, Wakefield  
 
Conf. 3: Sat. Oct. 26, 9-11:30 am 
 Prince of Peace, Eagle River 
 
Conf. 4: Sat. Oct. 19, 9-11:30 am 
 Bethany, Norway 
 
Conf. 5: Thur. Oct. 17, 5:30-8 pm 
 Gethsemane, Wallace 
 
Conf. 6: Thur. Oct. 24, 5:30–8 pm 
 Immanuel, Escanaba 
 
Conf. 7: Sat. Oct 5, 11:15 am-2:30 pm 
 Zion, St. Ignace 
 
Conf. 8: Thur. Nov 7, 5:30-8 pm 
 Bethany, Ishpeming 
 

 

   Fortune Lake Lutheran           
 Camp FALL Fest 

 

Saturday, October 5, 2019 
 

Quilt & Fine Arts Auction 
Events start at 9:00 a.m. CT 

 
To view the full schedule of events, go to 

www.nglsynod.org, scroll down to Upcoming 
Events and click the link. 

 

TRANSITIONS 
We welcome Rev. David Echelbarger and 
Rev. Christine Thomas-Echelbarger 
back to our synod!  They have recently   
retired and are residing in the Marquette 
area. 
 

Pastor Molly Eversoll will be installed  as 
the Associate Pastor at Messiah Lutheran, 
Marquette, Michigan at 4 pm Eastern Time 
on Sunday, October 27.  Clergy are        
encouraged to vest with the color of the 
day being red. 
 

Pastor Brenda Greenwald’s installation 
as Pastor of St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
in Stephenson and Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church in Wallace will be at 3 pm Central 
Time on Sunday, November 17.  Clergy 
are encouraged to vest with the color of 
the day being red. 
 

We welcome to our synod Pastor Brahm 
Semmler Smith and Pastor Sarah 
Semmler Smith.  Pastor Brahm began 
serving as pastor at Gloria Dei, Hancock, 
Michigan on September 23. His installation 
date is to be determined. 
  

Pastor Sarah Semmler Smith was         
installed as Finlandia’s Campus Pastor as 
part of Finlandia’s “By Faith” festivities 
honoring the Suomi Seminary during the 
community worship service at the Chapel 
of St. Matthew  on September 22. 
  

We welcome Heather Oysti as the new 
Office Administrator for the Northern Great 
Lakes Synod Office and we say good-bye 
to Louise Ingalls who is retiring after 24 
years of service!   

https://nglsynod.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1660157542ed666bad1aedab2&id=a1a22dad86&e=df1ec7b64a
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Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Jim Duehring 

“Ministry Outside the Walls”   
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my  

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”          
Acts 1:8  (NIV) 

 
“On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river,  

where we expected to find a place of prayer.”   
Acts 16:13 (NIV) 

 
“The church is not a building where people go to pray.   

It’s not made out of sticks and stones,  it’s not made out of clay.   
You can go to worship, but you cannot go to church.   

You can’t find a building that’s alive no matter how you search.”   
(Text and music by Jay Beech, ©1988, The Church Song, 1988, used by permission)  

 
 
Many people think of a building when they hear the word, “church.”   Many people think  
of the church building where they were baptized, where grandpa built the altar railing,    
or where grandma tied many a quilt. We have profound emotional attachments to      
places and buildings. Structures can inspire the soul and draw us heavenward. Church            
architecture is a legitimate discipline that can inspire.  People can be drawn together by 
the power of a structure.    
 
I recall listening to an NPR report several years ago which reported the closing of a  small 
town Catholic church in Maine.  There just weren’t enough active people in that particular 
church to warrant its continuation.  There was a dignified, final “holy closure” worship  
service, attended by the few current members and many former church members.  A 
“former church” member was interviewed and declared her profound grief over the     
closing of the church of her youth.  To her it was more than a building.  It held deep  
memories of relationships and events.  It was a building, but oh, so much more.  One   
former member moved away from the church of her youth but never joined another 
church because it didn’t feel like home.  The question is, “What is church?” 
          
I recall touring many a cathedral in Germany, Austria, 
and Switzerland. One could say that they were “sermons 
in stone.”  Most people in medieval Europe couldn’t read, 
but they could contemplate the beautiful architecture    
and artwork of the cathedrals. Today, many of these  
magnificent examples of church architecture and beauty 
stand relatively empty on Sunday mornings. Worship    
attendance in Europe is lower than it is in the United 
States, but we are “catching up” fast.                                  Inside Cologne Cathedral in Germany 
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The early Christian movement was just that. There was movement. There was        
movement beyond the confines of the local synagogue.  There was movement outside 
the walls of the city.  There were new places to be witnesses to the good news of Christ 
the Lord.  The early Christians didn’t immediately think about the need to build a struc-
ture.  They met in homes that were already there.  Paul preached in the marketplace and 
in places dedicated to other gods. They gathered at riverbanks expecting there to be a 
place of prayer (Acts 16:13). 
 
Jesus’ public ministry could be described as an ongoing sojourn or retreat.  He was    
continually meeting new people, being invited into homes, and engaging people along 
the path. It’s true that house churches gave way to more permanent and formal         
structures.  When Christianity was recognized by the state of Rome, more financial and 
social assets led to a kind of church building movement.   
 
The ministry of Jesus and the movement of Christendom in our times begs the question 
of, “What is church?”    

  
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton often says of the ELCA:   We are 
church.  We are Lutheran. We are church together.  We are church for 
the sake of the world.   

 
It seems obvious that “church” is people gathering for public worship, but it is also people 
getting “outside the walls” and serving their neighbors in the name of Christ.   
 
Calvary Lutheran Church in Minocqua has a great church building in town.  They are   
also rightfully proud of supporting a Campground Worship in the area for fifty years.  Can 
God be worshipped outdoors?  Of course!   
 
First Lutheran in Grand Marais, Michigan is situated across from a campground.  Some 
campers come for the worship service.  Some come just for the potluck meal in the      
fellowship hall.  But the ringing of the bell in Grand Marais reminds people that there is a 
church serving the needs of the community in all kinds of ways.  
 
The ELCA has a very new worshipping community in Dripping Springs, Texas started by 
a Mission Developer pastor and with mission support dollars distributed by ELCA grants.  
Even though that growing worshipping community has grown in capacity, they have      
intentionally decided not to “construct a church building”.   They are presently choosing to 
worship outdoors.  Yes, they are in Texas, where the weather is warmer! 
  



 

         

 In the Marquette, Michigan area, the Episcopal Diocese of 
Northern Michigan, in collaboration with the Northern Great 
Lakes Synod, is about to launch an alternative kind of ministry.  
Mission Developer, Lanni Lantto is beginning a “Wild Church” 
type of gathering.  There is hope that this kind of ministry will 
attract  people who care about creation, but who might not be 
so inclined to seek God in the confines of a traditional church 
building. The lakes and rivers, flora and fauna of God’s       
creation can certainly offer up some powerful sermons in their own way.   
 
Pastor Tim Johnston of Bethany Lutheran in Mohawk has offered “Nature Hikes”.  On 
their Facebook page they describe this type of event:  
 

 “John Muir talked about the mountains as his cathedral. All are 
welcome, whether you are a regular church goer or not at all.  
We will gather at different hiking spots in the Keweenaw for a 
hike.  At the mid-point of the hike we will have a short time of 
discussion of a nature quote and a scripture, pray, share in   
Holy Communion, and receive a blessing.” 
 
Getting outside of our walls also means serving others in the 
name of Jesus.   One of the more popular ministries that has 
sprung up in recent years in the ELCA is “God’s Work, Our 
Hands Sunday.”  People don those colorful yellow shirts with 
that slogan and go out into their communities to do all kinds of 
service projects.   

 
In Delta County recently, a very successful ecumenical effort in the Escanaba, Michigan 
area lead to the church “being outside the walls.”  See the article written by Pastor 
Dennis Meyette in this issue.  
 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Rhinelander has a long-standing tradition of doing long 
summer bike rides to raise money and awareness of hunger.  See the article written by 
Pastor Tammy Barthels in this issue.  
 
Yes, we will continue to gather in church buildings to worship God, but deep down, we 
know that the world is watching us most intently when we “are church outside the walls.” 
 
      ~ Pastor Jim Duehring                                                                            
         Assistant to the Bishop/DEM 
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As the summer—and 2/3rds of the year—come to an end, mission support gifts fall 
3.7% behind 2018 and almost 3% below congregational pledges.  Summer giving can 
be a challenge and as we enter autumn, we encourage all our congregations to work to 
meet their benevolence pledge.  May we trust in God’s promise to provide for all we 
need and share generously and joyfully those resources God has provided.  Thank you 
for your partnership in God’s mission! 
 
               - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 8/31 2018 2019 $ Change % Change 
Pledged Amount 813,739 804,474 -6,265 -.8% 

Amount Received 488,675 470,780 -17,895 -3.7% 

Designated Gifts 136,310 112,763 -23,547 -17.3% 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 

Full-time 
Christ Lutheran Parish, Ironwood—Pastor Paul Heykes 

Grace, Pembine—Pastor Doug Johnson 

Immanuel, Escanaba—Pastor Dennis Meyette 

Christ the King, Escanaba—Pastor Tom Otis 

Bethany, Republic—Pastor Tom Wickstrom 

Faith, Sault Ste. Marie—Pastor Melinda VanderSys 

United, Crystal Falls/Bethany, Amasa—Pastor Dave Johnson 

Zion, Manistique—Pastor Dennis Meyette 

Grace, Gwinn—Pastor Bre Kinnunen 

Bethany, Escanaba—Rev. David Van Kley 

Zion, Allenville/Bethel, Cedarville—Rev. Renee MacLeod 

Our Savior’s, Marinette—Rev. Linda Forray 

Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej 

Mission United, Pelkie—Rev. D. J. Rasner 
 

PAGE 7 NOTES AND QUOTES 



  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 
Marquette, MI  49855 

Phone: 906-228-2300 
Fax: 905-228-2527 

E-mail: ngls@nglsynod.org 

NORTHERN GREAT LAKES 
SYNOD 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE W E B  
W W W. N G L SY N O D. OR G 

F IND U S O N F A C EB O O K  

October 6-12 Karen Carter 

October 13-19 Pastor Don Ludemann 

October 20-26 Phil Wirtanen 

October 27-November 2 Pastor Allan Johnson 

November 3-9 Pastor Lee Goodwin 

November 10-16 SWO c/o Melzee Jacobson 

November 17-23 Donna Ahlberg 

November 24-30 Pastor Maxine Gray 
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SYNOD CALENDAR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
2 Columbian visitors from Messiah visit the 

Synod Office, 9:30 am ET 
 NGLS Staff Meeting at the Synod Office,  

11 am ET  
 
3 Synod Constitution Committee at the Synod 

Office, 11 am ET  
 Lay School Committee at the Synod Office, 

1:30 pm ET  
 
4 Louise Ingalls’s last day at the Synod Office 
 
5 Walking Together Conference 7 Meeting at 

Zion, St. Ignace, 11:15 am-2:30 pm ET 
 
6-8 Fall Theological Conference/Clergy LLM and 

Spouses Retreat on Mackinaw Island 
 
7-9 Assistant to the Bishop at Systems Academy in 

Chicago, Illinois 
 
16 NGLS Staff Meeting at the Synod Office, 11 am 
 
17 Walking Together Conference 5 Meeting at 

Gethsemane, Wallace, 5:30-8 pm CT 
 
19 Walking Together Conference 4 Meeting at 

Bethany, Norway, 9-11:30 am CT 
 
20 Walking Together Conference 1 Meeting at All 

Saints, Wakefield, 2-5 pm CT 
 
24 Walking Together Conference 6 Meeting at 

Immanuel, Escanaba, 5:30-8 pm ET  
 
26 Walking Together Conference 3 Meeting at 

Prince of Peace, Eagle River, 9-11:30 am CT 
 
27 Installation of Molly Eversoll at Messiah, 

Marquette, 4 pm  
 
30 NGLS Staff Meeting at the Synod Office, 11 am 

ET  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-6 Bishops and Assistants to the Bishops Region 

5 Retreat in Galena, Illinois  
 
7 Walking Together Conference 8 Meeting at 

Bethany, Ishpeming, 5:30-8 pm ET 
 
9 Faithful Innovation Training at Fortune Lake 

Lutheran Camp, 9 am-3 pm CT 
 
10-13 First Call Theological Conference in 

Marathon, Wisconsin  
 
14 NGLS Staff Meeting at the Synod Office, 11 am 

ET 
 
17 Installation of Brenda Greenwald at St. 

Stephen’s, Stephenson/Gethsemane, Wallace, 
3 pm CT  

 
28-29 NGLS Office Closed 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer the Call/Fund for Leaders 

Immanuel, Negaunee 
Zion, Manistique  
Harold Berndt 
Bethany, Ishpeming 

 

Companion Synod Projects 
St. Paul, Mass City 
Bethany, Ishpeming  

 

ELCA Domestic Disaster Relief 
Zion, Ironwood 
Christ Parish, Ironwood 
Calvary, Minocqua  
Bethany, Ishpeming 
Grace, South Range 
Zion, Marinette  
Bethany, Amasa  

 

ELCA International Disaster Relief 
Salem, Ironwood 
Bethel, Ishpeming 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
Community, Palmer  

 

Lutheran Immigration Refugee Services 
Faith, Calumet 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Trinity, Ishpeming—NMU Marquette 
Faith, Rock 
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
Grace, Gwinn—NMU  
Calvary, Rapid River—NMU  
Prince of Peace, Marquette—NMU  

 

Lutheran Social Services 
Emanuel, Skandia 
Trinity, Ishpeming  

 

Lutheran World Relief 
Salem, Ironwood   
Calvary, Rapid River 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
Trinity, Trout Creek 

 

Missionary Sponsorship 
Trinity, Rhinelander  

 

NGLS Endowment Fund 
Zion, Ironwood 
Christ Parish, Ironwood 

 

NGLS Mission Outreach 
Immanuel, Escanaba 
Faith, Rock  

 

NGLS Seminarian Support 
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
Faith, Rock   
Bethany, Ishpeming   

  

Skogman Scholarship   
Christ the King, Escanaba 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Mission of Hope-Delta County 
 

 
(Pictured at the left is Sandy Sovey, Immanuel, Escanaba, as diapers 
are sorted and ready for distribution) 
 
On Saturday August 24, 2019 twenty churches, several 
businesses, and community agencies came together at the UP 
State Fairgrounds, Ruth Butler Building, Escanaba to provide every 
man, woman, and child in need with an expression of hope. Over a 
year ago a handful of pastors in Escanaba got together to talk 
about how they could help bring hope to their community. How we 
might be able to all come together to be one church to serve our 
community. With a poverty rate over 30% in Delta County these 
pastors dreamed a vision to help bring hope… and the Mission of  

           Hope One Church Event was born.  
 

(People gather in the Ruth Butler Building on the UP 
Fairgrounds to be served various items for their family) 
 
The vision was to bring hope to people by providing a one 
stop experience where people could connect with Social 
Services, Job Fair opportunities with local businesses, have 
a Hearty Lunch Meal, Kids Zone, Children fitted with New 
Shoes, get a Hair Cut, have a professional Portrait taken, get 
a Back Pack full of School Supplies, Hygiene Kits, Diapers,   
and a Box of Groceries.  

 
On August 24th … 1753 people were served, 950 pairs of kid’s shoes, over 250 haircuts, 300 
photo portraits, 850 packages of diapers, 1200 hygiene kits for 500 people, 1000 boxes of 
groceries, 500 Back Packs, and 250 first-aid kits were given away. The day closed with the full 
production concert of the Christian Contemporary Band, “The NewsBoys” that played to over 
3,000 people. 
 
It was an overwhelming experience of meeting our community needs. We had planned for 600-
800 people to attend and we served over 1,700 which totally blew us away and exceeded our 
wildest dreams. To think that twenty churches of all stripes could come together to help those in 
need throughout our community was a possibility could have been unthinkable. But it happened… 
we came together as One Church to demonstrate the love of God to all. God showed up and it all 
became God’s Work our Hands in Delta County, MI. 
 
ELCA Churches participating were:  
 Immanuel Lutheran, Escanaba    First Lutheran, Gladstone 
 Bethany Lutheran, Escanaba    Calvary Lutheran, Rapid River 
 Christ the King Lutheran, Escanaba  
 
Pr. Dennis Meyette 
Transition Pastor  
Immanuel Lutheran, Escanaba  
 



                           “Bike Ride for World Hunger”  
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Rhinelander has a long-standing tradition of doing long summer 
bike rides to raise money and awareness of hunger.   

This summer a group of four youth and three adult bikers participated in a 200-plus mile bike 
ride raising money for the Rhinelander Area Food Pantry and ELCA World Hunger.  

For over 30 years Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church’s 
has done a week-long summer bicycle ride throughout 
various areas of the state of Wisconsin and the U.P.  

 “It’s a fun bike ride and you are helping the community at 
the same time,” said Johanna Dellenbach, a second-year 
rider. 

“The kids wanted to do something good in the community 
they were in and that’s what they decided to do,” said Cory Dellenbach, vice president of the 
church council and parent of Johanna.  “I think the kids had their eyes opened that there are 
people in Wisconsin who need help getting food every day.”   

This year the bikers—who are followed by Pastor Tammy Barthels and her husband, Randy, in a 
vehicle carrying all the supplies—drove to Menomonie, Wisconsin, to start their trek on the 
western edge of the state and arriving back in Rhinelander on Friday afternoon.  

The group of bikers, along with some parents, helped at “The Community Table” (soup kitchen) 
in Eau Claire.  The youth and adults helped get food ready for the needy and homeless who get 
daily meals at the center.  The group then helped complete a large mailing that “The 
Community Table” sends out seeking donations.  

“It was a good experience for the youth to do this community service project,” Pastor Tammy 
Barthels said.  “We figured we could help on our bike ride.  We found “The Community Table” 
and called them and they loved the idea of us coming to help.” 

The Community Table serves a meal daily in downtown Eau Claire and last year served 45,000-
plus meals—about 100 to 120 meals each day.  The center has 4,750 volunteers that prepare, 
serve and cleanup after the meal.   

“The kids look forward to this ride every year,” said Pastor Tammy Barthels, who is the pastor 
of Immanuel Lutheran Church and served as a support driver this year. “They have a lot of fun 
on it and they grow closer together by the end of it.”  The riders finished each day with games, 
a meal and devotions.  

$3894.48 was ride by this biking effort this year. It will be divided between ELCA World Hunger, 
Rhinelander Area Food Pantry and the Community Table in Eau Claire where we served.  

 

                                                     Pastor Tammy Barthels Immanuel Lutheran, Rhinelander, WI 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
           Prayer Calendar – October 2019 

 
1 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Timothy Vadis (10/5), 

Kenneth Carlson (10/13), and Maxine Gray (10/16). 
2 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet together today to plan and coordinate events and 

activities throughout our Synod, especially Heather Oysti as she completes her training 
to serve as the new Office Administrator and Louise Ingalls as she completes her final 
week before retiring. 

3 Pray for our Synod Constitution Committee as they meet together today and help 
congregations update and revise their congregational constitutions. 

4 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Tom Wickstrom (10/5), Ken Carlson (10/5), George Candea-Kromm (10/7), and Doug 
Johnson (10/15). 

5 Pray for Conference 7 as they gather for their Walking Together event today at Zion 
Lutheran in St. Ignace. 
Pray for all attending the Fortune Lake Fall Fest: quilt and fine arts auction, country 
market, country store and more activities today at FLLC. 

6 Pray for All Rostered Leaders and those who are traveling with them who will be 
attending the Fall Theological Event at Mackinac Island today through October 8. 

7 Pray for Pastor Jim Duehring as he attends the Systems Academy today through 
October 9. 

8 Pray for the members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Lutherville, MD; St Paul 
Lutheran Church, Myersville, MD; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Newark, DE; 
and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Smithsburg, MD. 

9 Pray for all pastors on Clergy Appreciation Day.  We thank God for their presence 
among us: preaching the Word, presiding over the Sacraments, being present in the midst 
of crisis or grief, guiding, teaching, listening, challenging us to take new directions, and 
being examples of God’s love. 

10 Pray for all those suffering from mental illness and for their families and 
medical care professionals on this World Mental Health Day. Pray also that 
health care systems and insurance companies do their best to care for those in need. 

11 Pray for all who have lost loved ones and homes in the midst of disasters – fires, 
hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, and wars. Offer prayers of thanks for all who have 
donated to and volunteered with Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service, and Lutheran World Relief to help them. 

12 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Dale Skogman (10/21), 
Stephen Gauger (10/28), and Kari Vadis (10/28). 

13 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Duane Priebe (10/24), Richard Likeness (10/26), Melinda VanderSys (10/29), and Judy 
Kirchoff (10/31). 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


14 Pray for all our Seminary Students, especially Kelly Ylitalo, as they continue their 
studies and preparation for rostered service in our Church. 

15 Pray for people who are homeless, refugees, and living in shelters. May they 
know God’s love through the work of diligent caregivers and advocates. 

16 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet together today to plan and coordinate events and 
activities throughout our Synod. 

17 Pray for Conference 5 as they gather for their Walking Together event today at 
Gethsemane Lutheran in Wallace. 

18 Pray for the members of Haven Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD; Holy 
Comforter Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Holy Communion Lutheran 
Church, Fallston, MD; and Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Eldersburg, MD. 

19 Pray for Conference 4 as they gather for their Walking Together event today at 
Bethany Lutheran in Norway. 

20 Pray for Conference 1 as they gather for their Walking Together event today at All 
Saints Lutheran in Wakefield. 

21 Pray for the members of Kijitonyama Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 
and their partner congregation, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Iron Mountain. 

22 Pray for peace throughout the world and for world leaders to work together toward 
ending violence of all kinds, especially violence directed at women and children and 
violence based upon religious or ethnic prejudice. 

23 Pray for students as they celebrate homecoming events. May they all be safe in the 
midst of these joyous events. 

24 Pray for Conference 6 as they gather for their Walking Together event today at 
Immanuel Lutheran in Escanaba. 

25 Pray for the members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Upperco, MD; St Paul 
Lutheran Church, Thurmont, MD; St Paul Lutheran Church, Walkersville, 
MD; and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Clear Spring, MD. 

26 Pray for Conference 3 as they gather for their Walking Together event today at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran in Eagle River. 

27 Pray for Pastor Molly Eversoll and the member of Messiah Lutheran Church, 
Marquette, as she is installed today as their Associate Pastor. 

28 Pray for quilters and Lutheran World Relief quilt ministries as the quilts are 
gathered and transported around the world. 

29 Pray for creation and all of God’s creatures as they also face natural and human-
created disasters that destroy their homes and environments. 

30 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet together today to plan and coordinate events and 
activities throughout our Synod. 

31 Pray that the God who reformed the church through Martin Luther 
and other teachers five centuries ago may continue to reform – and 
transform – the church today. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 
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         Prayer Calendar – November 2019 

 
1 On this All Saints’ Day remember with thanksgiving those extended family, 

friends, pastors, and teachers who have gone before us and pray for those who 
are grieving the loss of loved ones. Pray also for all the “new saints” among us 
who have been baptized in recent months.                                                                                                                                                    

2 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Katherine Finegan (11/3), 
LaVonne Stephenson (11/9), George Candea-Kromm (11/11), Mike Laakko (11/13), and 
Warren Geier (11/13). 

3 Pray for all the Region 5 Bishops and Assistants to the Bishops, especially our 
Bishop Katherine Finegan and our Assistant to the Bishop Jim Duehring as 
they meet in Galena, IL, today. May their work be blessed by the Holy Spirit’s wisdom and 
power. 

4 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Jennie Johnson Wrege (11/9), Tom Skrenes (11/16), and Steven Anderson (11/28). 

5 Pray for all voters and elected officials as citizens of the USA go to the polls today. 
May we all vote and lead in accord with God’s ways and wisdom. 

6 November is National Adoption Month. Pray for families touched by 
adoption – those who have adopted a child, those who have given a child to 
others through adoption, those who grieve due to miscarriage or infertility, and 
those who wonder what their next steps will be. 

7 Pray for members of Conference 8 as they gather for their Walking Together Event at 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Ishpeming. 

8 Pray for the members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Cordova, MD; St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Jefferson, MD; St. Peter Lutheran Church, Clear Spring, 
MD; and St. Peter Lutheran Church (East Point), Baltimore, MD. 

9 Pray for Pastor Jim Duehring and the congregations that are participating in 
the Faithful Innovations Training today at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp. 

10 Pray for all First Call Pastors and Deacons, especially those gathering in Marathon, 
WI, for an educational event November 10-13. 

11 On this Veterans Day, we pray for all of the brave men and women who have 
served in our armed forces. We thank them for defending our nation, its people, and 
standing up for oppressed people everywhere. We ask God to heal those who are facing 
PTSD and other physical and psychological injuries.  

12 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Christina Forsythe (11/14), 
Earl Bergh (11/20), Tom Wickstrom (11/22), David Van Kley (11/25), and Molly Eversoll 
(11/29). 

13 Pray for all hunters – may this season be safe and successful. 

14 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet together today to plan and coordinate events and 
activities throughout our Synod. 
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15 Pray for all congregations in the process of calling rostered leaders and all 
pastors and deacons who are looking for new calls. May God guide them in the 
midst of their discerning. 

16 Pray for all seminary students, especially Melissa Salminen, as they prepare for 
rostered leadership in our Church. 

17 Pray for Pastor Brenda Greenwald and the members of St. Stephen Lutheran 
Church, Stephenson, and Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Wallace, as she is 
installed as their pastor today. 

18 Pray for children who are victims of bullying by others; that their teachers, 
counselors, and especially other children will help to support them. 

19 Pray for ecumenical partnerships across our Synod and throughout the ELCA. 
May we always celebrate our unity in Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

20 Pray for prayer ministries across our synod – prayer services, prayer chains, prayer 
shawls, prayer beads, and the many other ways that prayers are lifted up to God for those 
in need and those who rejoice. 

21 Pray for the members of Azania Front Cathedral, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and for 
their NGLS partner congregation Messiah Lutheran Church, Marquette. 

22 Pray for all seasonal workers who come into new situations and face challenges and 
impatient customers or clients. May we all be more kind and considerate as we work 
together during this busy season. 

23 In these days of emphasis on stewardship, we pray that we may become better 
stewards of all that God has given us: our planet and its resources, ourselves, our 
time, our talents, and our possessions; all signs of God’s gracious love. 

24 On this Christ the King Sunday, we pray that we may follow our Lord and King 
faithfully and fully … even to the cross … and give our whole lives to carrying out 
his mission in our world. 

25 Pray for the members of St. Peter Lutheran Church (Fullerton), Baltimore, MD; 
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD; St. Peter Lutheran Church, 
Beckleysville, MD; and St. Peter Lutheran Church, Keedysville, MD. 

26 Pray for all who grieve during the holidays due to broken families, lost loved ones, or 
other situations. May we all reach out to those who are lonely or hurting during these times 
when the pressure to be joy-filled is so great. 

27 Pray for generous hearts on this “Giving Tuesday” – that all ministries will be blessed to 
the glory of God in the work that they do for God’s people. 

28 We give thanks this day for the blessings God has bestowed upon us – 
the blessings we see around us in our daily lives; our health, families, and 
friends; the blessings that we overlook; and most of all the blessings of hope 
which we have in our Lord, Jesus Christ.        

29 Pray for prisoners and their families as so many gather to celebrate the holidays. 
May they find comfort in God’s loving arms. 

30 Pray for all who travel during this holiday season. May they celebrate safe arrivals and 
safe returns home.  

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”  


