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community of faith walked up to Jerusalem.  
There are also Psalms of Descent.  But Psalm 
121 is a Psalm of Ascent. 

 
The picture gives you some idea of what the hills 
looked like that the community of faith prepared 
to walk through.  This is a picture of the Jericho 
Road.  Consider the story of the Good  
Samaritan.  This is the same road that hid bandits 
and thieves that fell upon a wayward traveler.  
The community of faith lifts their eyes to the 
hills and wonders what dangers are hiding there 
waiting to pounce.  And they ask the question, 
from where will help come?   
 

As you consider your own community of faith, 
and the journey you are taking together, discuss 
with others the following: 

 What are you afraid of? 
 What is hiding in your hills? 
 Where do you feel vulnerable, at risk, as 

you make the journey of faith? 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
In the past weeks, the Synod 
staff and I travelled to each one 
of our Conferences for a  
Walking Together event.  We 
went from St. Ignace to  
Wakefield, from Chassell to  
Eagle River, with Wallace,  
Ishpeming, Norway, and  
Escanaba as additional stops.   
I am grateful to all those who  

attended and made this time together a priority.  
Over three hundred people participated and enjoyed 
being Church together. 
 
The evaluations reflected that our time together was 
valued, productive, and meaningful, especially in 
the table conversations around Psalm 121. 
 
Having developed this presentation for the Central 
and Southern Illinois Synod, I was glad to put it to 
good use in our synod as well.  Here it is, somewhat 
summarized, as I think it is a conversation worth 
having in all our congregations. 
 
So, let’s consider Psalm 121.  It was a goal of  
faithful Jewish folks to attend worship in Jerusalem 
at least once a year and people would travel together 
(remember Jesus as a 12 year old getting lost among 
the band of travelers and Mary’s worry.)  As the 
community of faith travelled, they sang together.  
Traveling to Jerusalem, they had to walk uphill  
because Jerusalem sits at a higher elevation than the 
surrounding landscape.  So anyone going to  
Jerusalem had to walk up.  Psalm 121 then, is a 
Psalm of Ascent, meaning that it was sung as the 

~From the Bishop~ 
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But the Psalm proclaims that “He who watches 
over you will NOT fall asleep.”  The scout might 
take a nap or get bored, but not God.  And more 
than that, “Behold, he who keeps watch over  
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.”  The 
Psalmist moves from God’s care over a singular 
band of pilgrims to God’s care over the whole 
community of faith. 
 

For discussion: 
 What attempts at self-preservation has or is 

your congregation attempting? 
 What do you see coming down the path? 
 How vigilant is your congregation to the 

changes ahead? 
 
Take a close look at this road again, and the  
modern-day pilgrims who are travelling it.  Don’t 
let the long pants and jackets fool you.  It is hot!   
The sun is unrelenting.  The only shade is hard to 
get to and offers little relief.  It is an unpleasant 
walk without a hat, and sunscreen only does so 
much.  Better to have material to cover.  I  
understand completely the robes and head scarves 
which provide a degree of comfort and protection 
against the hot sun.  And yet the Psalmist  
proclaims that God promises protection, not only 
against the harsh sunlight, but also the moon. 
 
The LORD himself watches over you (not some 
scout). 
The LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
(protection and care readily available). 
 
So that the sun shall not strike you by day 
nor the moon by night 
 
The LORD (not your own effort) shall preserve 
you from all evil. 
 
It is he who shall keep you safe 
The Psalmist makes a claim for God, that even as 
we make some well meaning attempts at self-
preservation, it is God in whom our safety rests. 
 
The LORD shall watch over your going out  
and your coming in from this time forth  
forevermore. 
 
I have often read this Psalm at the bedside of the 
dying.  There is comfort that God watches over and 
offers care as we go out of this life and come into  
 

From where is help to come?  One effort that was 
made to ensure the safety of the band of travelers 
was to send a scout up ahead.  This person would 
perch at a good lookout above the path so that he 
could warn the people of any danger that might be 
seen from that vantage point.  And yet, this psalm 
seems to acknowledge that such a lookout can only 
do so much.  A warning is the most they can hope 
for.  So as people journeyed in groups, they sang of 
their trust in the LORD to keep them safe. 
 
My help comes from the LORD, the maker of 
heaven and earth. Help comes from none other than 
the Creator.  The trust of the people is well placed.  
Help is not some shepherd boy sent to scramble up a 
dusty hillside to scour the craggy landscape for 
thieves and bandits.  Help is the Almighty God, with 
the power to create the heavens and the earth.   
For discussion: 

 What does God’s help look like? 
 What you are hoping God will do? 
 In what ways will YOU help to address the 

fears you see in the hills? 
 

He will not let your foot be moved. 
The road is narrow, the path is rocky.  The danger of 
falling off the path is real, or twisting an ankle, 
bruising a foot, stubbing a toe.  Yet, the Lord’s care 
of you is so complete, that God will make your  
steps sure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above is a view of the path that a scout might have.  
So the community of faith, in an effort at self-
preservation, sends a scout, someone nimble enough 
and strong enough to reach a high vantage point so 
that he can sound a warning.  And if a young boy has 
to climb all the way up the hill, and then simply sit 
and watch and wait, it might well be that no matter 
how vigilant, he will get tired after such a climb, or 
even be tempted to doze.   
 



 
the next. The LORD’s care of our coming and  
going can mean many things.   
 
For discussion: 

 How is your congregation “going out”?  That is, 
how is it risking? Moving forward? 

 Venturing into vulnerable territory? 
 And how is it “coming in”? Arriving safely?   

Finding its place? Coming home? 
 
It was a blessing to gather as Church to discuss  
together what God is up to, what our fears are, and 
hear again how our future is in God’s hands.  Thank 
you to the congregations that hosted this year’s  
Walking Together events, the musicians, the cooks, the 
helpers, and all who participated.  I look forward to 
seeing all who come next year! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Bishop Katherine Finegan 
 

 
Transitions 

 
We welcome Rev. Grant Van Lishout and Rev. 
Sherry Van Lishout to our synod!  Pastor Grant 
serves as the Spiritual Director and Outreach  
Coordinator at Marywood Franciscan Spirituality  
Center in Arbor Vitae, Wisconsin.  Pastor Sherry is the 
Director of Children’s Faith Formation at Ascension, 
Minocqua, Wisconsin.  God bless them in  
their ministries.  
 
Rev. Doug Norquist has accepted a call to serve at St. 
Paul, Ironwood, Michigan.  His ministry in  
Ironwood begins December 16 with an installation date 
to come.  We give thanks for his 9 years of ministry at 
Community Lutheran, Palmer/Suomi.   
 
We welcome Virginia Paulson as the new Interim  
Licensed Lay Minister at Community Lutheran in  
Palmer/Suomi beginning December 1.  We offer our 
thanks to Rev. Terry Cathcart for being  
her supervisor.   
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Life in the Spirit 
“It is the spirit that gives life.” 

John 6:63 
 

As churches become more anxious about 
the future, more intentional reliance  
upon the Holy Spirit is being encouraged.  
But what does that mean, exactly?  What 
does that look like?  Come and consider  
together the work of the Holy Spirit in  
pastoral and congregational leadership and 
the power of spiritual discernment to inspire 
mission and ministry. 
 
Spouses and families are welcome to attend 
this event!  The Ramada Inn has a heated 
pool, whirpool, sauna and fitness room for 
the whole family to enjoy.  The hotel is 
within walking distance of beautiful  
downtown Marquette and has an  
onsite restaurant.   
 
Please visit the “Upcoming Events” section 
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod website 
(nglsynod.org) for complete details and  
registration.  The registration deadline for 
this event is January 10, 2020.   



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

“O L , how manifold are your works!  In wisdom you have made them all;  
the earth is full of your creatures.” 

Psalm 104:24 (NRSV) 
 

“Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind (Adam in Hebrew) in our image, according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild  
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.’  So God created humankind (Adam 
in Hebrew) in his image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them.  God blessed them, 
and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing 
that moves upon the earth.’  God said, ‘See, I have given 

you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food.  And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ 
And it was so.  God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was  
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.” 

Genesis 1:26-31 (NRSV) 
 

Let’s take a moment to dive into the Bible and this creation story. Here’s to creation!  Here’s to God the 
creator!   This story from Genesis describing the 6th day of creation is profound in showing the  
relationships between God-Adam (translated as Humankind in NRSV)-and the non-human creation.  There 
is no doubt that this passage paints a picture of Adam as the crown of God’s creation for Adam was  
created in the image of God and placed in dominion over the other creatures.  Because of this passage 
some consider Christianity to be the world’s most anthropocentric religion; and therefore, a religion which 
sanctions environment exploitation.  Certainly, there is a long legacy of interpreting this text which has 
rationalized the shameful mistreatment of the non-human created world.  But a more careful reading of 
this text and the whole of scripture would prevent the abusive tendencies of humans in relationship to the 
rest of creation.   
 
Yes, the Bible and Christian theology has some very helpful things to say about creation and care or  
stewardship of creation.  God bestows God’s blessing on the human species;  a case not so different from 
what God did on the 5th day of creation in blessing the sea creatures and birds (Genesis 1:22).  Yet, the  
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  Assistant to the bishop, Pastor Jim Duehring 

“Creation Care”   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
structure of this verse maintains that humanity’s blessing is special in light of the charge of dominion.   
 
Within that blessing comes five verb forms in the imperative:  be fruitful, multiply, fill, have dominion, 
and subdue.  Jewish tradition considers the power of procreation to be the first of the Torah’s 613  
commandments.  Bible scholar, Walter Brueggemann, sees this creation story having emerged in textual 
form during the time of the Babylonian Exile—when the people had no land, no political power, no  
Temple to worship in, and little hope.   The lifting up of God as creator of all things and the one who calls 
for fruitfulness, multiplication, filling the earth, subduing, and having dominion reverses the context of 
those suffering in exile. 
 
The Hebrew verb (radah) translated as “to have dominion” is a strong verb.  It is used in other portions of 
the Hebrew scriptures to speak of the dominion of a monarch over his subjects.  Dominion in this sense 
could certainly lead to despotism and abuse of power.  This same Hebrew verb is used in Psalm 72:8 
where the dominion of the king is in the context of the king needing to be like God—possessing justice 
and righteousness for the poor and oppressed.   So, any “dominion” interpretation of our relationship to 
the rest of creation must be seen in the light of God’s justice and righteousness.   There is a just and right 
way for us humans to be in relationship with the rest of creation.  God warns against abuses in  
this relationship.  
 
Consider that in Genesis 2:15 Adam is called to serve (Hebrew verb, abad) and protect (Hebrew verb, 
shamar) the garden that is the earth.   One might even rightfully translate this to be “keepers” of the earth.   
Yes, we have a unique vocation among all of creation to be “earthkeepers.”   
 
What of the rest of creation?  Is it merely defined in terms of how humanity may use it?  I say simply that 
what we have here in the Hebrew scriptures is a God who 
delights in all of creation.  God delighted in creating the 
beasts of earth and the birds of the sky and the plants of 
field.   In Genesis 1:22, God blesses the birds and wants 
them to be fruitful.  And this blessing stands alone as a 
blessing.  The blessing is not defined in terms of their 
relationship to humans.   There is a nexus, a web of  
created life that God the creator delights in.  This is 
God’s creation.  It is good on its own terms not just in 
relationship to how humans can use it. 
 
For the present day, we can see in these ancient biblical stories God’s intimate concern for creation, and 
the unique blessing and responsibility of humans in relationship to the rest of creation.  God wishes to 
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bless creation and see it as good.  We need to  
respect and cherish human life as being in the image 
of the divine and the rest of creation as good in and 
of itself.  Being human is not to be divine but to 
have a unique role—yes, vocation—in relationship 
to the other parts of creation.   We get into profound 
trouble when in our hubris we think of creation only 
in terms of how we can exploit it.   There is perhaps 
equal hubris if we believe that we can “save” the 
earth.  We are at our “earthkeeping” best when we 
demonstrate the justice and righteousness of God.  
God grant us wise humility to navigate this created 
world in ways that would be pleasing to the Creator 
God who wants to bless all of creation!   
 
~ Pastor Jim Duehring 
 Assistant to the Bishop/DEM 
 
 

Clergy Spouse Conference 
January 31-February 2, 2020 

 
Join ELCA Clergy Spouses from Wisconsin and  
Upper Michigan for a weekend at the Country Inn & 
Suites in Iron Mountain, MI.  The weekend will be 
an informal, fun time with valuable workshops, 
good food, lots of laughter and fellowship.  
 
Barbara Solsaa, owner and director of  
Clergy Life Coaching will be joining us 
again this year as our program leader.  
There will also be time throughout the 
weekend to visit the alpacas at Rainbow’s 
End Alpacas in Norway, participate in a 
service project, go shopping and explore the 
Iron Mountain area, swim in the hotel pool 
or enjoy time on your own. 
Please visit the “Upcoming Events” section 
of the Synod website (nglsynod.org) for 
complete event details and to register.   
The registration deadline for this event is  
January 14, 2020.   
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Renaming  
Notes & Quotes 

Contest 
 

Our Synod newsletter is getting a new name, and 
we need your help! 

Please visit the “Contests” section of our  
Synod website (nglsynod.org) to submit your 

idea(s).  Submissions will be accepted through 
December 31, 2019 and a prize will be  

awarded to the person with the  
winning idea.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northern Great Lakes 
Synod Assembly 

May 14-16, 2020 
 

Gloria Dei, Hancock 
and 

Finlandia University 
 

Mark your calendar and join us for a memorable 
experience.  There will be time to enjoy a variety 

of enriching workshops, engaging speakers,  
worship and fellowship with folks from around 

the Synod.  We hope to see you in May!  



 

 

 
Pastoral Vacancies and Interims  

Full-Time 
Salem & Zion, Ironwood—Rev. Paul Heykes 

Grace, Pembine—Rev. Doug Johnson 
Immanuel, Escanaba—Rev. Dennis Meyette 
Christ the King, Escanaba—Rev. Tom Otis 
Bethany, Republic—Rev. Don Ludemann 

Faith, Sault Ste. Marie—Rev. Melinda VanderSys 
United, Crystal Falls/Bethany, Amasa—Rev. Dave Johnson 

Zion, Manistique—Rev. Dennis Meyette 
Grace, Gwinn—Rev. Bre Kinnunen 

Bethany, Escanaba—Rev. David Van Kley 
Zion, Allenville/Bethel, Cedarville—Rev. Renee MacLeod 

Our Savior’s, Marinette—Rev. Linda Forray 
Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej 

Mission United, Pelkie—Rev. D. J. Rasner 
Community, Palmer and Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM 

As congregations begin the budgeting process for 2020, we encourage all to prayerfully consider the  
important ministries of the NGLS and the ELCA and how best to share God’s abundant gifts in support of 
these ministries.  When we walk together as Synod, sharing the unique partnership that we do, we are able to 
accomplish so much more than what we can do alone.  Trusting in God’s promises, may the Holy Spirit guide 
our work and our giving.  

Please Note These Dates 
January 10, 2020 Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod Office so that 2019 benevolence gifts can be 
   credited to 2019 giving.   
February 10, 2020 Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod Office so that January 2020 giving can be 
   credited to the Synod fiscal year.            
          - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 10/31 2018 2019 $ Change % Change 
Pledged Amount 813,739 804,474 -6,265 -.8% 

Amount Received 611,738 602,633 -9,105 -1.5% 

Designated Gifts 162,649 137,320 -25,329 -15.6% 
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1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 
Marquette, MI  49855 

Phone: (906) 228-2300 
Fax: (906) 228-2527 

E-mail: ngls@nglsynod.org 

Northern Great Lakes Synod 

Synod Website: 
www.nglsynod.org 

 
Find us on Facebook  

December 1-7 Pastor Mike & Denise Laakko 

December 8-14 Pastor Dennis Meyette 

December 15-21 Pastor Doug Schoen 
December 22-28 Karen Carter 

December 29-January 4 Mollie Trewartha 
January 5-11 Micah Cavaleri 
January 12-18 Pastor John Kuziej 

January 19-25 Rebecca Peterson 

January 26-February 1 Ruth Warmanen 
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Northern Great Lakes Synod Calendar 

3  NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the 
 Synod Office  

 
6-7  Bishop at Candidacy in Appleton, WI 
 
8-10 Women Clergy Retreat at Fortune 

 Lake Lutheran Camp 
 
12  Walking Together Conference 8, 5:30 

 pm ET at Bethany, Ishpeming 
 
24-25 Synod Office Closed 

1  Synod Office Closed 
 
2  NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET  
 
6-8  Assistant to the Bishop at Systems 

 Academy in Chicago 
 
7  Synod Assembly Planning, 11 am ET 

 at St. Matthew Chapel, Finlandia 
 
10  Constitution Task Force, 2 pm ET at 

 Messiah, Marquette 
 
10-11 Synod Council at Messiah, Marquette 
 
12  Companion Synod Committee, 3 pm 

 ET at United, L’Anse  
 
15  World Hunger Committee, 12 pm ET 

 at the Synod Office 
 
16  NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the 

 Synod Office 
 
21  Worship Committee, 1:30 pm ET at 

 the Synod Office 
 
22  Finance Committee, 11 am ET at the 

 Synod Office 
 
27  Lutheran Campus Ministry, 11 am ET 

 at the Synod Office 
 
30  NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the 

 Synod Office 
 
31-Feb 2 Clergy Spouse Retreat in Iron  
 Mountain, MI 

Merry Christmas 



AMMPARO 
Robert & Judith Wagner 

 
Companion Synod Projects 

St. Paul, Mass City  
Zion, Manistique 

 
ELCA Disaster Funds 
 All Saints, Wakefield 
 Bethany, Amasa 
 Bethany, Ishpeming 
 Bethany, Republic 
 First, Ewen 
 First, Iron River 
 Grace, South Range 
 Immanuel, Negaunee 
 Immanuel, Rhinelander 
 Messiah, Marquette 
 Mission United, Pelkie 
 Our Saviour, Paynesville 
 Pioneer Lake, Conover 
 Salem, Ironwood 
 Trinity, Trout Creek 
 Zion, Marinette 
 
Habitat for Humanity 
 Community, Palmer 

 Immanuel, Negaunee 
 
Kemppainen Scholarship Fund 
 Stan & Anita Blom 
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 Calvary, Rapid River 
 Faith, Rock 
 Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
 Grace, Gwinn 
 Prince of Peace  

Lutheran Social Services 
Emanuel, Skandia 
Immanuel, Rhinelander  

 
Lutheran World Relief 
 Calvary, Rapid River 
 Immanuel, Negaunee 
 Mission United, Pelkie 
 Our Redeemer, Newberry 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 Salem, Ironwood 
 Zion, Marinette 
 
Missionary Sponsorship 

Trinity, Rhinelander  
 
NGLS Endowment Fund 
 George & Ruth Olson 
  

NGLS Seminarian Support 
 Barbara Hammerberg 
 Trinity, Moran 
  
Skogman Scholarship   
 Dirk & Sue Manson  
 Allen & Darlene Salmi 
 
Skrenes Fund for Ministry 
 Pastor Chad Christensen 
 Jeffrey Skrenes 
 Luanne Skrenes 



The year 2019 has been a year of 
big changes and inspiring  
experiences.  In May, the Synod 
Assembly delegates elected me to 
be the next Synod Vice President.  
It is an awesome honor to be a 
servant leader.  Over the next 4 
years I plan to visit and talk with 
members at as many of the 79  
congregations of the Northern 
Great Lakes Synod (NGLS)  
as possible. 
 
My wife, Lynn, and I reside in 
Gladstone and worship at First  
Lutheran, Gladstone.  We have 
three grown children, Alessa, Erin, 
and Nicholas, and three  
granddaughters, Ruth, Lumi, and 
Marie.  Lumi and Marie were born 
in May and June this year.  Ruth 
will be three years old in  
December.  Lynn and I both retired 
from full-time employment this 
past June and are adjusting to not 
going to work every day.  We are 
traveling and visiting our  
grandchildren in Milwaukee and 
Ann Arbor and getting out in the 
wonderful Upper Peninsula and 
Northern Wisconsin to hike, bike, 
see the sights, and complete long-
neglected home projects. 
 
I was blessed to be an elected  
representative to the 2019  
Churchwide Assembly.  Wow!  
What an awesome, inspiring  
experience!  We very much felt the 
presence of God’s Holy Spirit in 
the daily worship services that had 
nearly 1,000 attendees, great music, 
and wonderful messages.  During 
the plenary sessions, a lot of  
important Church business was 

presented, debated, and decided.  
One topic the Presiding Bishop, 
Elizabeth Eaton, talked about was 
the changing Church and needing a 
vision for the future Church. 
 
Here in the NGLS, we also are  
experiencing changes and need  
visioning.  When we talk about  
visioning, we mean “the  
development of a plan, goal, or  
vision for the future.” If we stay 
the current course, membership, 
worship attendance, and resources 
will likely continue their downward  
spiral.  Your Synod Council has 
started a visioning process.  This 
year, seeds were sown for visioning 
on a conference and/or  
congregational level with the topics 
and questions discussed at the 
Walking Together events.  I was 
able to attend four of the eight  
Conference Walking Together 
meetings and noted that both Synod 
Council and the Walking Together 
attendees’ responses were  
similar.  They both thought that 
decline in worship attendance,  
aging church membership, decline 
in resources, scarcity of pastoral 
leaders, and apparent inability to 
consistently engage young adults 
were concerns.  The follow-up 
question was, “What are you doing 
or going to do to address the areas 
of concern?”  Common answers 
were trust in God, pray, hope, and 
be willing to experiment by doing 
things differently.   
 
The seeds for forward visioning 
were then sown with the following 
questions:  “What are you doing 
now for self-preservation?  How is 

your congregation going out,  
risking, moving forward, venturing 
into vulnerable territory?  What do 
you see coming down the path and 
how vigilant is your congregation 
to the changes ahead?”  Many great 
ideas and/or current programs  
already in place were mentioned 
such as: joint Vacation Bible 
School programs, community  
ecumenical events and activities, 
food pantries, homeless sheltering, 
guest sermons in worship, going 
out into the community more,  
outdoor worship services,  
congregations joining together to 
share a pastor, and being more  
attentive to youth programs.   
 
While the responses spoke to the 
first two questions, the last  
question, “What do you see coming 
down the path and how vigilant is 
your congregation to the changes 
ahead?” was generally not  
addressed.  As Bishop Eaton said, 
the future Church will be different, 
and we need to begin thinking 
about what it will look like and 
how we will adjust.  While we have 
started visioning at the Synod 
Council level and Conference 6 has 
started a visioning process with a 
newly developed Innovative  
Ministries Task Force, much more 
needs to be done across the NGLS 
for the future vitality of our 
Church.  Consider opening your 
minds and hearts and asking God to 
give you the energy and will to be 
vigilant and actively help prepare 
your church for the future. 

Changes and Visioning 
Chuck Thomas, NGLS Vice President  



2020
Celebrate your identity as baptized children of God in our Lutheran expression! 

Please join us this spring for music, worship, learning, food, fun and  
a service project! 

: 
Confirmation students and leaders.   

 

:
Attend any event that will work best for you!  Please join us… 

Sunday, March 22 at Messiah Lutheran, Marquette, 4-7 pm ET 
Sunday, April 19 at Our Redeemer Lutheran, Newberry, 4-7 pm ET 

Sunday, April 26 at First Lutheran, Iron River, 4-7 pm CT  
 

:
It’s free for everyone! 

 

:
Each congregation is asked to call the Synod Office at (906) 228-2300 with the number of youth  

and adults attending 10 days prior to the event.  
 

:
Collect items for Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits.   

Bring donated items with you to Marked and we’ll assemble the kits together.  
CHALLENGE:  Let’s make over 500 kits together!   

 
Items needed for Baby Care Kits: 

• 2 lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies) 
• 2 long– or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet) 

 2 receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn,  
between 36” and 52” square 

• 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred  
• 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap 

• 2 pairs of socks  
• 1 hand towel, dark color recommended 

• 2 or 3 bath-size bars of gentle soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping (no mini or hotel size bars) 
• 2 diaper pins or large safety pins 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
          Prayer Calendar – December 2019 

 

1 First Sunday of Advent … Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your 
merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for 
your life of justice. Amen 

2 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this 
month: LaVonne Stephenson (12/3), Lisa Ubbelohde (12/6), Andrew Plocher (12/17), 
and Bucky Beach (12/21). 

3 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet together today to plan and coordinate events and 
activities throughout our Synod. 

4 Pray for all rostered leaders as they study worship texts today and during this season 
of anticipation, longing, and waiting for the return of our Lord. 

5 Pray for pastors who celebrate their birthdays this month: David Johnson 
(12/18), and John Kuziej (12/20). 

6 Pray for our Candidacy Committee as they meet in Appleton, WI, today and 
tomorrow, for all candidates for rostered ministry as they continue their 
preparation for serving God’s people, and for Bishop Katherine Finegan as she leads 
our committee members. 

7 Pray for all who are gathering for the Women Clergy Retreat at Fortune Lake. They 
will be gathering for refreshment, spiritual growth, and fellowship December 8-10. 

8 Second Sunday of Advent … Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 
only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation. 
Amen 

9 Pray for all of our Seminary Students as they finish the Fall Semester, especially 
Krystle Moraska. 

10 Pray for the members of St. Peter Lutheran Church, Ocean City, MD; St. Philip 
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; St. Philip Lutheran Church, Wilmington, 
DE; and St. Stephen Lutheran Church (Arbutus), Baltimore, MD. 

11 Pray for those who are incarcerated and their families as they prepare for the 
holidays apart from those whom they love. 

12 Pray for families who experience brokenness at a time when our culture shares and 
celebrates images of happiness and wholeness. 

13 Pray for our Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Bill 
Wendorf (12/16). 

14 Pray for all those with dementia, especially Alzheimer's Disease, for their 
families, and for their caregivers.  Pray also for more research and a cure for 
this devastating disease. 

15 Third Sunday of Advent … Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 
open our ears to the preaching of John, that rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring 
forth the fruits of repentance. Amen 
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16 Pray for those addicted to drugs, alcohol, and other substances who may find 
this season of family celebration particularly troublesome.  We pray that the light of 
Christ Jesus may shine into their darkness. 

17 For all those who have lost loved ones and miss them especially during the 
holiday season. 

18 Pray for all who are traveling to be with loved ones … may they have safe travels 
and happy homecomings. 

19 Pray for church choirs and musicians as they share their special gifts with us during 
this holy season. 

20 Pray for the members of St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Wilmington, DE; Tree of 
Life Lutheran Church, Odessa, DE; Trinity Lutheran Church, Boonsboro, 
MD; and Trinity Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD. 

21 Pray for Sunday School teachers and students as they prepare and share pageants 
that proclaim God’s presence among us. 

22 Fourth Sunday of Advent … Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in 
joy and serve you always. Amen 

23 Pray for the members of Mbezi Beach Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, and their NGLS partner congregation, Eden Lutheran Church, 
Munising. 

24 Pray for the poor among us as they struggle to celebrate the Holy Days with few 
resources, and for refugees and those who are displaced, as they grieve what they 
have lost and work to rebuild their lives. 

25 Pray this day that the Prince of Peace may stir the hearts of people 
throughout the world, that we may bring about justice, righteousness, and 
peace for all people. 
                        May Peace on Earth become a reality. 

26 Pray for all who work at homeless shelters and food pantries, as they care for 
those in need. 

27 For blessings on all those men and women in the armed forces defending our 
country who are away from their families this holiday season. 

28 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered 
leaders to serve them, especially Mission United in Pelkie and their interim Pastor D.J. 
Rasner, Grace in Pembine and their interim Pastor Doug Johnson, and Immanuel in 
Escanaba and their interim Pastor Dennis Meyette. 

29 For all those who are lonely and long for someone to talk to and help them 
celebrate during this otherwise festive season. 

30 Pray for victims of violence, especially those who have been targeted by hate 
crimes. May our world be changed by the one who welcomed all without conditions. 

31 Pray for world leaders as we look toward a new year. May we work together in new 
ways and care for the creation God has given to us. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 
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          Prayer Calendar – January 2020 

 
1 Pray that this New Year will be a year of growing as a faithful disciple of Jesus in 

all that you do. Pray that all followers will listen for the Spirit to guide them and 
to provide help in just the right places. 

2 Pray for our Synod Staff – Heather, Betsy, Bishop Katherine, and Pastor Jim – 
as they work tirelessly to coordinate ministries throughout our Synod and with our 
mission partners around the ELCA and the world. 

3 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Greg Mileski (1/5), Doug 
Johnson (1/13), David Jensen (1/16), Margaret Johnson (1/24), Soren Schmidt (1/27), 
Renee MacLeod (1/30), and Fran Strong (1/30). 

4 Pray for all those who are considering the call to serve as officers, council 
members, and in other elected offices of our congregations, parishes, synod, and 
churchwide ministries. 

5 Pray for Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor Jim Duehring, as he attends Systems 
Academy in Chicago January 6-8. 

6 Epiphany … Pray that as the Magi brought gifts of great value to the newborn 
king, all people will be willing to give generously of their time and 
possessions for those who are in need. 

7 Pray for our Synod Assembly Planning team as they meet today at St. Matthew 
Chapel, Finlandia University, Hancock. 

8 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Dennis Meyette (1/10), Margaret Johnson (1/17) and Jesse Brown (1/22). 

9 Pray for all congregations, their leaders, and their staff as they prepare for annual 
meetings and the ministry of the year to come.  

10 Pray for our Synod Constitution Task Force as they meet today to review and revise 
our Synod Constitution; and our Synod Council members as they meet in Marquette 
today and tomorrow and as they gather, pray, discuss, and discern our mission and 
ministry tasks in response to God’s blessings among us. 

11 Pray for our ELCA Seminaries, professors, and students as they participate in J-
term special programs and prepare for the spring semester, especially our NGLS 
seminarian Lon Hider. 

12 We celebrate the Baptism of our Lord! Pray for all who are baptized that we may show 
the love of our Lord to all the world. 
Pray for our Companion Synod Committee as they meet today at United Lutheran 
Church in L’Anse and plan for our continued partnerships and ministries. 

13 Pray for the members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Reisterstown, MD; Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Smithsburg, MD; Trinity Lutheran Church, Taneytown, 
MD; and Trinity Lutheran Church (Deer Park), Westminster, MD. 

14 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed that they may find the resources they 
need to keep them and their families warm and well-fed this winter. 
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15 Pray for our Synod Hunger Committee as they gather at our Synod office today and 
plan for the coming year of ministry among us. 

16 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today to plan and coordinate events and activities 
throughout our Synod. 

17 Pray for all teachers who help to enlighten and shape our children's lives with patience 
and kindness. 

18 The Confession of St. Peter– this day begins the week of prayer for 
Christian unity.  Pray for all who confess as Peter did that Jesus is the Messiah 
may come together as partners in the work of the gospel! 

19 Pray for bus drivers, truck drivers, and others who spend many hours on the 
road that they may be safe and alert as they travel, especially on slippery roads. 

20 As we observe Martin Luther King Jr’s birthday today, pray for our nation – and 
our world – that divisions of race, culture, and faith that still exist in this day 
may be overcome, not by power and violence, but by love for all of God’s children!    

21 Pray for our Synod Worship Committee as they meet and plan for Synod Assembly 
and other gatherings and celebrations of God’s presence in our lives. 

22 Pray for our Synod Finance Committee as they meet today in Marquette and as they 
plan budgets and seek God’s guidance for the future ministries of our Synod.  

23 Pray for the members of Zion Lutheran Church (City Hall Plaza), Baltimore, 
MD; Zion Lutheran Church, Middletown, MD; Zion Lutheran Church, 
Williamsport, MD; and Zion Lutheran Church, Wilmington, DE. 

24 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered 
leaders to serve them, especially Christ the King in Escanaba and their interim Pastor 
Tom Otis, Faith in Sault Ste. Marie and their interim Pastor Melinda VanderSys, and 
Bethany in Republic and their interim Pastor Don Ludemann. 

25 Pray for the homeless, that they may stay safe and warm as ice and snow continue to 
cover our landscape. 

26 Pray for those who are struggling with gender orientation and identity issues 
and for their families. May we create a world where all are welcome and valued and 
supported with God’s love and grace.   

27 Pray for those who are serving in Lutheran Campus Ministry, especially 
Pastor Bre Kinnunen and Pastor Sarah Semmler-Smith as they meet in 
Marquette today to continue planning for ministry among college students in our Synod. 

28 For those women, men, and children who are victims of domestic violence.  Keep 
them safe and heal their physical and emotional wounds.  

29 Pray for the members of Tabata Schule Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, and their NGLS mission partner Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Ishpeming. 

30 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today to plan and coordinate events and activities 
throughout our Synod. 

31 Pray for all who are gathering for the Clergy Spouse Retreat beginning today in 
Iron Mountain. May they be refreshed and renewed through the Holy Spirit. 

 “We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

 


