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Northern 

Dear Partners in Christ, 
 
I write this while sitting in the Chicago airport enduring what  
began as a six-hour layover.  It has now been extended another 80 
minutes and I’m hoping the flight won’t be  
cancelled altogether.  I do believe this is the 
price we pay for living where we do; flying in 
and out of the Northern Great Lakes Synod is 
often complicated.  However, I am happy to be 
returning from the ordination of a new pastor, 
Rev. Kayla Keilholtz, newly called to serve 
Grace, Pembine.  By the time you read this, she 
and her husband, Kurt, will have moved to our 
Synod and she will have begun her efforts 
alongside the people of Grace. 
 
Her ordination took place January 4, 2020 at the chapel on the  
campus of United Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  
I was happy to go as I had never been to Gettysburg and I was  
hoping to see some historical sites in addition to participating in 
Pastor Kayla’s ordination celebration. 
 
However, I arrived in the dark and fog, and the following day was 
still thick with clouds that obscured any view beyond the highway.  
While the signs from the road pointed to historical sites not far 
away, all I could see was the cloud bank that hugged the guardrails. 

 
Thankfully, as the day 
wore on, the fog  
dissipated, and I was 
able to visit the  
Gettysburg Battlefield.  
The fields have been 
preserved along with 
the history.  Cemetery 
Ridge was dotted with  
various memorials to 
each cannon battalion 
that fought and died.  
The few visitors were 

quiet and reverent under the open sky as we surveyed the expanse 
of ground where so many had been mortally wounded and died.  
No other conflict in our relatively brief history as a nation cost as 
many American lives, not only because of the way war was waged, 
but because we were killing each other as enemies.  I stood for a 
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A difficult truth to own is that from the vantage 
point of hindsight, we remember that earnest and 
sincere brothers and sisters in Christ held deep  
convictions that slavery was necessary and  
ordained by God.  Yet most people today agree 
without argument that slavery was and is wrong and 
far from a God-blessed enterprise—no matter how 
much scripture was used to justify it, no matter how 
many churches defended it, no matter how many 
Christians fought and died to preserve it. 
 
Another difficult truth is that the issues that  
prompted the civil conflict would not (could not?) 
have been resolved without war.  So where does 
that leave us? Now?  
 
As I stood on that Gettysburg battlefield, I was 
painfully aware that today people seem more and 
more willing to denigrate, mock, and condemn  
others as they disagree over deeply held political, 
theological, or ideological convictions.  Is it  
possible that the church, and maybe even  
specifically your church, or more broadly, the 
ELCA, can provide a way forward through the  
battle lines?  Can we be a place and a people to  
discuss without rancor, hatred or ridicule the very 
things about which we may disagree so fiercely?   
 
This is my hope anyway, that we see more clearly 
God’s will and purpose for all that we can be as the 
Body of Christ in a world increasingly bent on 
wounding or destroying each other, even if they live 
next door or sit in the pew nearby or are listed as a 
Facebook friend -  and that’s not even counting all 
of God’s children across the world or across the 
aisle. 
 
There is much worth fighting for.  There is a place 
for righteous indignation.  The gospel is certainly 
clear that we are to advocate for and attend to “the 
least of these.” Sometimes it may be necessary that 
friendships die or even that wars are waged for the 
sake of justice.  But is it possible to defend our  
convictions without wounding each other?  Can we  
debate instead of ridicule? Discuss instead of  
provoke? Can we own that perhaps there is more to 
see and know beyond the fog that cloaks our view, 
and be open to learning something from those we 
would rather dismiss? 

while there, as a chilly wind swept up the ridge and 
the gray somber sky was heavy with the rain yet to 
come.  It was a sobering and disturbing reminder of 
the human capacity for violence in the midst of  
political, theological and ideological divisions.  
 
In addition to the  
battlefield, I also went 
to the museum on  
Seminary Ridge which 
is on the Gettysburg 
Seminary campus.  The 
museum was housed in 
what had been the  
Lutheran Theological Seminary; already a fixture at 
the time of battle of Gettysburg.  The building was 
used both as a lookout and as a hospital, with  
soldiers from both North and South being brought 
there for treatment of their wounds.  The Reverend 
Schmucker, then President of the seminary, and his 
wife and children among others, helped care for the 
wounded and dying regardless of the color of their 
uniform.  
 
I learned that the seminary building was both a  
strategic asset, as one could see the entire battle 
movements from its cupola, and a place of refuge. It 
struck me that the church today could serve much the 
same purpose.  With the Spirit of Christ at work in 
us, I hope and pray that we are able to see the larger 
picture, maintain a helpful distance, and adopt a  
position where we can be of good use; providing  
refuge, safety, comfort, and assistance to those most 
in need, whatever side they are on. 
 
Yes, we see battle lines being drawn.  We can’t help 
but be aware of the deeply held convictions of our 
fellow citizens and church members as to how the 
country and the church should invest itself and what 

directions they 
should be moving.  
My hope, however,  
remains that  
because of Christ, 
we will have  
insight that the 
world may not 
have.     
 



 
 

Training Presented by  
Rev. Jennifer Arnold 

 
Rev. Jennifer Arnold currently serves as the  
Assistant to the Bishop for Missional  
Leadership in the Greater Milwaukee Synod. 
She was ordained in ’91 and served three  
congregations in the synod before beginning in 
this role in September 2017. With the  
understanding that leaders navigate boundaries 
often on a daily basis, Pastor Arnold and  
Bishop Paul Erickson have created a  
boundaries workshop model that invites  
dialogue and interaction, welcoming the  
wisdom and experience in the room, as we  
reflect on principles that shape how we engage 
boundary issues in our ministry. The workshop 
is titled, Navigating Boundaries for Healthy 
Leadership. 
 
What is “Boundaries Training”? 
For all Pastors, Licensed Lay Ministers and  
Lay Preachers, this training seeks to prevent 
difficulties and conflict that can result from  
unhealthy boundaries and behavior. 
 
Please visit the “Upcoming Events” section of 
the Northern Great Lakes Synod website 
(nglsynod.org) for complete details and  
registration.  The registration deadline for 
this event is Monday, April 13, 2020.   

Whether the issue is abortion or immigration, racism 
or white privilege, LGBTQ or gender justice, foreign  
policy or political campaigns, we have to find a way 
to talk about these things. 
 
At this point in history, I believe the church is called 
once again to discern its place, its purpose,  its  
witness, and its voice.  What is the “right” side of  
history? How will we as the Body of Christ discern 
that? What are our deeply held convictions and why 
do we feel so strongly about them? How will we  
disagree well?  What are we not seeing? What else is 
there to consider? 
 
May God grant us the vantage point that can only be 
seen through the cross of Jesus and the witness of his 
ministry, the clarity that comes as a gift from the  
Spirit, and the courage to move forward with a  
humility willing to concede that 
perhaps our convictions,  
assumptions, and conclusions…  
might just be wrong. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Bishop Katherine Finegan 

 
 
 
 

Northern Light Newsletter 
 

Our Newsletter Naming Contest has ended and we are 
grateful to everyone who submitted an idea!   
 
The Northern Great Lakes Synod Newsletter will now 
be known as “Northern Light,” as submitted by Pastor 
Doug Schoen.  Pastor Schoen provided a meaningful 
explanation to accompany the winning name: 
“It’s a bit of a play on the familiar phrase ‘northern 
lights.’  Northern identifies our Synod geographically, 
as well as culturally.  Light is important to us,  
especially in the north country where the winters are 
long and so much of the time we dwell in darkness.  
The ‘light’ in my proposed newsletter name refers,  
primarily, of course, to the Light of God's word, the 
gospel, the good news, that brings us hope and joy 
even in the darkness.” 
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Northern Great Lakes Synod 
Boundaries Training  
for Clergy, Licensed Lay Ministers 

& Lay Preachers 

Saturday, April 18, 2020 
9 am-3 pm CT 

Join us at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp this spring! 
Space is limited to 40 participants, so sign up today! 



 

 

 

 

 

I was recently given a writing assignment to imagine the future of the church… 
I recall my childhood pastor commenting that we were witnessing the “glory days of the 
church”—the 50s, 60s, early 70s.  He was ordained in 1945.  He predicted things would change 
for the church.  I don’t exactly recall his reasoning for this prediction, but I suspect—like the rest 
of us—he was observing the remarkable changes in society at large.  He knew that I felt a call to 
become a pastor in this church and warned me that I would face a less receptive milieu.   
 
From a systems perspective there was a certain level of fusion that existed between the church and 
the American culture.  The church/society enmeshment was obvious to my childhood eyes.  Most 
of the people I knew were connected to a faith community in small town Wisconsin.  Significant 
adults were members of the church.  There was palpable social cache for being a church member.  
Church membership gave you access to other systems—business, cultural, educational, et al.  

 
The American political system does provide a kind of 
corrective to too much fusion of church and society.  
Some founders spoke of the wall of separation  
between church and state.  Taken to an extreme this 
“wall” can almost conjure up a cut-off of church from 
state as if Christian faith has nothing to do with our lives 
as citizens.   Furthermore, this can lead to a lack of  
reasonable mutuality and dialogue between the  
interacting roles of church and state.   American Civil  
Religion (cf. Robert Bellah, American sociologist) has 
offered a template for these relationships, but the  

assumed roles of religion have to be reevaluated.   Even Oprah Winfrey commented 
(paraphrasing):  “As a child growing up the churches offered the nation a value system.  We now 
lack a common value system in our nation.”   I’m doubtful that this nation ever had a perfectly 
agreed on value system, but we are witnessing even greater pluralism of values and culture. 
  
Theologian H. Richard Niebuhr wrote with great poignancy of the possible permutations in these 
relationships between the church and state in his book, Christ and Culture.  He named the possible 
relationships between the church of Christ and culture as:   

1. Christ against culture (the ways of Christ are in opposition to the ways of culture) 
2. Christ above culture (there is also the spiritual layer of life in Christ that transcends 

natural life in culture. Believers must be loyal to both realms, to both culture                           
and Christ.) 

3. Christ of culture (Christ and culture possess authority over our lives, and both are     
modified to fit as deemed necessary) 

4. Christ and culture in paradox (the Christian is forced to live in obedience to God and in 
obedience to the sinful structures of a created, but fallen world) 

5. Christ the transformer of culture (no aspect of life is alien to the gospel or the kingdom 
of God).   
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Assistant to the Bishop/DEM, Pastor Jim Duehring 

“Looking Back...Looking Forward”   



 

 

 

 

 

Moving forward, I believe that the church will need to continue to proclaim the meaning of Christ 
in our society.  The challenge is that new generations are being born that are cut-off from  
traditional faith communities.  The growth of the “nones” is rising and causing many to “blame” 
and find the “scapegoat” for this breakdown of religious communities.  “Nones” refers to those 
who claim no religious affiliation. 
 
The transmission of blame will likely continue, but this context also has the potential to see a 
greater depth and individual commitment to faith.  People will no longer assume faith, or assume 
that it automatically gets transferred to the next generation, but will in some respects better 
“differentiate” themselves as regards faith.   The church can play a crucial role in that maturation 
of faith differentiation.  While in the past, it was perhaps left up to the pastor to articulate  
Christianity, each individual is truly called to an integrative valuing and articulation of the faith.  
Christians need to know the “why” of their faith.  Why am I a Christian?  How does my Christian 
faith affect my life?  What are my Christian principles and values? 
 
Professor Craig Nessan of Wartburg Seminary, speaks of the unfulfilled promise of the Protestant 
Reformation—the Priesthood of all Believers.   That facet of the Protestant Reformation asserts 
that all Christians have a calling to bear witness to the Christ within them.  This isn’t just the task 
of pastors.  We have had a system of professional clergy for centuries and we are rapidly  
reassessing the role of professional clergy in the system.   
 
I see some pastors enthused by laity assuming more roles and authority in church.  I’m involved in 
a learning cohort called, “Faithful Innovations”.  It is based on the adaptive change models being 
taught by Dwight Zscheile and Michael Binder of Luther Seminary.  As I am now one of the  
trainers for these learning cohorts, I see great potential for depth and deliberation as laity are  
released to try “holy experimentation” with the support of rostered leadership.    
 
The church must be willing to listen to members of our own 
communities and the communities beyond our church walls.  
We must be willing to risk failure and learn from our failures.  
While other societal institutions also face exponential changes, 
the Gospel of Christ offers a depth of meaning and  
foundational basis for “slowing down” to listen to God’s Word 
and each other with love and compassion.  With increasing  
societal turmoil and anxiety, it’s going to be a bumpy ride; but 
Christ promises to be with us, and the gates of hell shall not prevail.  (Matthew 16 & 28)   
 
~ Pastor Jim Duehring 
 Assistant to the Bishop/DEM 
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Assistant to the Bishop/DEM, Pastor Jim Duehring 



 

         

Transitions 
 

We welcome Rev. Nicole Hanson-Lynn and her 
husband, Anthony, to our synod!  Pastor Nicole 
was ordained by Bishop Finegan on January 25 at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Kasson, MN.  She has 
already begun serving her call at Zion and Salem in 
Ironwood, MI.  Installation date to be determined.    
 
Rev. Doug Norquist will be installed on Sunday, 
February 2 at 2 pm CT at St. Paul, Ironwood, MI.  
All are invited.  Clergy are asked to vest with the 
color of the day being red.   
 
We welcome Rev. Kayla Keilholtz and her hus-
band, Kurt, to our synod!  Pastor Kayla was or-
dained at the Gettysburg Seminary chapel on Janu-
ary 4 by Bishop Finegan.  Pastor Kayla has accepted 
a call to serve at Grace, Pembine, MI.  Installation 
date to be determined.     
 
Rev. Bre Kinnunen will be installed as the NMU 
Lutheran Campus Minister on Sunday, February 16 
at 3 pm ET at Messiah, Marquette.  All are invited.  
Clergy are asked to vest with the color of the day 
being red.     
 
Congratulations to Rev. Doug Johnson of  
Bethlehem, Florence on his retirement on December 
31, 2019.  We are thankful for his years of faithful  
service to the church and Northern Great Lakes  
Synod.  Blessings for an enjoyable and fulfilling  
retirement!    
 
Rev. Tim Johnston of Bethany, Mohawk and  
Shepherd of the Sea Chapel, Copper Harbor  
accepted a call to a new congregation, Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Fort Walton Beach, Florida.  
May God bless him in his new ministry.   
 

   
Prayers of Remembrance 
 
We pray that God will comfort and 
strengthen those who have recently  
experienced loss: 

 

Rev. Paul Holmstrom at the death of his wife, Carol.  
 

The family of Ted Swanson, long time Synod  
Treasurer, at his death in early December. 
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Pastor Steve Gauger at the death of his father,  
Franklin Gauger.     

Larry Pagel at the death of his mother, Luella Pagel. 
 

Sharon Babbitt at the death of her mother, Amy 
Johnson. 
 

Don Ludemann at the death of his father, Carl  
Ludemann.  
 

May God bless their memory in our midst.    
 

Personal Finance &  
Stewardship Event 

 
Monday, May 4, 2020 

“Stewardship in the Congregation” 
9 am to 3 pm Central at Fortune Lake 

 

This workshop is for rostered leaders, licensed lay 
ministers and congregational lay leaders interested 
in Stewardship matters.  You will come away with 

some practical ideas to implement in  
your congregation.   

 
Plans are in the works for this Stewardship event  
sponsored by the synod and featuring guest  
presenter, Grace Pomroy from Portico.  Grace is the 
co-author of the book, Embracing Stewardship.  
She is also a blogger on financial wellness.  Visit  
gracepomroy.com to learn more.   
 
More details to come on how to register for the May 
4 “Stewardship in the Congregation” event.   
 
Please note the Sunday, May 3 “Personal Financial 
Wellness for Rostered Leaders” previously an-
nounced in E-Notes, might need to be cancelled.  
Stay tuned for any possible updates on that event.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims  

Full-Time 
Mission United, Pelkie—Rev. D.J. Rasner 

Immanuel, Escanaba—Rev. Dennis Meyette 
Christ the King, Escanaba—Rev. Tom Otis 

Faith, Sault Ste. Marie—Rev. Melinda VanderSys 
Bethany, Republic—Rev. Don Ludemann 

United, Crystal Falls/Bethany, Amasa—Rev. Dave Johnson 
Bethany, Escanaba—Rev. David Van Kley 

Zion, Manistique—Rev. Dennis Meyette 
Grace, Gwinn—Rev. Bre Kinnunen 

Zion, Allenville/Bethel, Cedarville—Rev. Renee MacLeod 
Our Savior’s, Marinette—Rev. Linda Forray 

Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej 
Community, Palmer and Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM 

Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Avery Carr 
Bethany, Mohawk—Rev. Peter Vorhes 

“Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and our  
possessions, signs of your gracious love.”  (LBW, page 87) 
 
2019 ends with a decrease in mission support gifts of $3,475, approximately half of the anticipated decrease.  Gifts  
received after the closing date would have pushed the total over 2018 receipts.  The generosity of our congregations in 
sharing these gifts for the work of Christ in our midst is deeply appreciated.  Walking together as Synod into a new 
year, may our giving be joyful and generous, as we respond to the gracious love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 
PLEASE NOTE:  February 10 is the last day for checks to arrive in the Synod Office so that January 2020 giving can 
be credited to the Synod fiscal year.  It is extremely important that your January gifts be received by this date.  Please 
remember that it can take up to a week for mail to reach the Synod Office.         
          - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 12/31 2018 2019 $ Change % Change 
Pledged Amount 813,739 804,474 -6,265 -.8% 

Amount Received 802,210 798,735 -3,475 -.4% 

Designated Gifts 235,371 199,556 -35,815 -15.2% 
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Jan 31-2 Clergy Spouse Retreat in Iron  
 Mountain, MI 
 
2 Installation of Rev. Doug Norquist, 2 

pm CT, at St. Paul, Ironwood 
 
9-10 Professional Leader’s Retreat in 

Marquette, MI 
 
10 Synod Fiscal Year closes  
 
13 NGLS Staff Meeting, 9:45 am ET 
  
13 Executive Committee, 11:30 am ET 

at the Synod Office 
 
15 Endowment Board 
 
16 Installation of Rev. Bre Kinnunen as 

NMU Campus Minister, 3 pm ET at 
Messiah, Marquette 

 
18-21 Bishop and Assistant to the Bishop at 

Synod Vitality Strategies Conference 
 
27 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET  

 

4-9 Bishop at Conference of Bishops in 
Chicago 

 
12 NGLS Staff Meeting, 9:30 am ET 
  
12 Synod Assembly Planning Meeting, 

11 am ET at Messiah, Marquette 
 
15 Installation of Rev. Nicole Hanson-

Lynn, 3 pm CT at Salem and Zion, 
Ironwood 

 
16-18 Assistant to the Bishop at Systems 

Academy in Chicago 
 
20-21 Synod Council at Immanuel,  
 Escanaba 
 
22 Marked Event, 4-7 pm ET at  
 Messiah, Marquette 
 
26 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 
  
26 Lay School Board, 12 pm ET at the 

Synod Office 
 
27-28 Synod Youth Committee Retreat at 

Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
 
30-April 1 Assistant to the Bishop at DEM 

Gathering in Chicago 



 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
Bethel, Menominee 
Calvary, Rapid River 
Faith, Rock 
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
Grace, Gwinn 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 

Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Services 
Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon Conference  

 
Lutheran Social Services 

Bethany, Ishpeming 
Emanuel, Skandia 
Faith WELCA, Rock 
Immanuel, Negaunee 
 

Lutheran World Relief 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
Calvary, Rapid River 
Gloria Dei, Hancock 
Holy Trinity, Chassell 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 

 
Prison Ministries 

Bethel, Ishpeming 
  

NGLS Endowment Fund 
Rev. Terry and John Frankenstein 
Robert & Deloris Langseth 
Rev. LaVonne Stephenson 
Zion, St. Ignace 

 
NGLS Seminarian Support 

All Saints WELCA, Wakefield 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
Faith WELCA, Rock 
Zion, Ironwood 
  

Skogman Scholarship   
Dirk & Sue Manson 

 
Skrenes Fund for Ministry 

Diana Herington 
Larry Pagel 
Rev. LaVonne Stephenson 

 
World Missionary Support 

Bethel, Ishpeming 
Immanuel, Escanaba 

 
 
AMMPARO 

Karen Johnson 
Robert Wagner 
 

Companion Synod Projects 
Bethel, Ishpeming 
Rev. Jim and Gisele Duehring 
First, Gladstone 
Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon Conference 
Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon WELCA Cluster 
Karl Langseth 
Barbara and Gerald Ojibway 
Rev. Tom and Luanne Skrenes 
St. Paul, Mass City 

 
ELCA Disaster Funds 

Bethany, Amasa 
Calvary, Minocqua 
Emanuel, Skandia 
First, Ewen 
First, Gladstone 
Our Saviour, Paynesville 
Trinity, Trout Creek 
Grace, South Range 
Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon Conference 
Messiah, Marquette 
St. James, Rudyard 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
Trinity, Trout Creek 
Zion, Marinette 

 
ELCA Good Gifts 

Bethany, Amasa 
Delta Conference  
Mission United, Pelkie 

  
Leadership Support in NGLS 

Gloria Dei, Hancock 
Messiah, Marquette 
 



2020 
Big Bear 
Award 

 
The World Hunger Committee is accepting  

nominations for the 2020 Big Bear Award, which will 
be presented at the 2020 Synod Assembly.  Please use 
the following guidelines to submit your nomination: 

 
 Nominees must be a group (committee, task force, 

team, etc.) of a Northern Great Lakes Synod     
congregation that has made an exemplary effort in 
the area of hunger ministry. 

 
 Complete the information and return to the     

Northern Great Lakes Synod by April 1, 2020. 
  

No effort is too small or too big to be nominated! 

2020 Big Bear Award 
Nomination Form 

 
Name: 
____________________________________________________________ 
Committee, Task Force, Team, or other Group or Organization 
 
Congregation: ___________________________________________ 
 
City/town:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Contact person: ___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Brief description of project or accomplishment: 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Submitted by: ___________________________________________  
 
Congregation: ___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________  
 
Email:  ___________________________________________ 
 
 

Return to:   
Northern Great Lakes Synod 

1029 North Third Street, Suite A   
Marquette, MI  49855 

Or email the above information to kfinegan@nglsynod.org 

mailto:kfinegan@nglsynod.org


2020 Bread Basket 
Award 

 
The World Hunger Committee is accepting  

nominations for the 2020 Bread Basket Award, which 
will be presented at the 2020 Synod Assembly.   

Please use the following guidelines to submit your 
nomination: 

 
 Nominees must be an individual of a Northern 

Great Lakes Synod congregation that has made an 
exemplary effort in the area of hunger ministry. 

   
 Complete the information and return to the    

Northern Great Lakes Synod by April 1, 2020 
      

No effort is too small or too big to be nominated! 

2020 Bread Basket Award 
Nomination Form 

 
Name: 
____________________________________________________________ 
The individual you are nominating 
 
Congregation: ___________________________________________ 
 
City/town:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Contact person: ___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Brief description of project or accomplishment: 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Submitted by: ___________________________________________  
 
Congregation: ___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________  
 
Email:  ___________________________________________ 
 

 
Return to:   

Northern Great Lakes Synod 
1029 North Third Street, Suite A   

Marquette, MI  49855 
Or email the above information to kfinegan@nglsynod.org 

mailto:kfinegan@nglsynod.org


2020
Celebrate your identity as baptized children of God in our Lutheran expression! 

Please join us this spring for music, worship, learning, food, fun and  
a service project! 

: 
Confirmation students and leaders.   

 

:
Attend any event that will work best for you!  Please join us… 

Sunday, March 22 at Messiah Lutheran, Marquette, 4-7 pm ET 
Sunday, April 19 at Our Redeemer Lutheran, Newberry, 4-7 pm ET 

Sunday, April 26 at First Lutheran, Iron River, 4-7 pm CT  
 

:
It’s free for everyone! 

 

:
Each congregation is asked to call the Synod Office at (906) 228-2300 with the number of youth  

and adults attending 10 days prior to the event.  
 

:
Collect items for Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits.   

Bring donated items with you to Marked and we’ll assemble the kits together.  
CHALLENGE:  Let’s make over 500 kits together!   

 
Items needed for Baby Care Kits: 

• 2 lightweight cotton t-shirts (no Onesies) 
• 2 long– or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet) 

 2 receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn,  
between 36” and 52” square 

• 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred  
• 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap 

• 2 pairs of socks  
• 1 hand towel, dark color recommended 

• 2 or 3 bath-size bars of gentle soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping (no mini or hotel size bars) 
• 2 diaper pins or large safety pins 
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           Prayer Calendar – February 2020 

 
1 Pray for all clergy spouses, especially those attending the Clergy Spouse 

Retreat in Iron Mountain today through February 2. 

2 As so many feast on this Super Bowl Sunday, pray that we will all be generous in our 
giving for Souper Bowl offerings and our support of local, national, and global hunger 
programs. 

3 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Bob Langseth (2/03), 
Doug Norquist (2/10), Craig Mansur (2/12), Doug Schoen (2/14), Don Ludemann 
(2/14), and Michael Holman (2/14). 

4 Pray for all our African American brothers and sisters as they celebrate their heritage 
during African American History Month.   

5 
Pray for the poor in our neighborhoods and communities – those who shiver in 
the cold outside because they are homeless or inside because they cannot afford to heat 
their homes, those who have to choose between food and medication, those who make 
terrible choices between necessities because they cannot afford all that they need. 

6 Pray for the members of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Columbia, MD; All 
Saints Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, 
Baltimore, MD; and Ascension Lutheran Church, Towson, MD. 

7 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this 
month:  Steven Solberg (2/12), and Chrys Hendrick (2/14). 

8 Pray for church musicians, choirs, worship committees, and leaders as they 
make plans for the Season of Lent and prepare for Holy Week and Easter. 

9 Pray for all the Rostered Leaders in our Synod, especially those attending the 
Theological Leaders Event in Marquette today and tomorrow, and for the Dr. Lois 
Malcom as she travels to be with these leaders. 

10 Pray for homeless shelters and food pantries as they care for those in need. 

11 Pray for all who participate in text studies as they preach the Good News in 
congregations, schools, care facilities, and other settings around our Synod. 

12 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Brenda Greenwald (2/16), 
Andrew Plocher (2/17), Christine Thomas-Echelbarger (2/22), Les Niemi (2/25), and 
Wally Leno (2/27).                           

13 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today at our Synod Office in Marquette. Pray 
also for our Synod Executive Committee as they meet in Marquette today. May 
they be blessed by God in all they do and lead us as we spread God’s blessings 
throughout our Synod, Nation, and World. 

14 On this Valentine’s Day, pray for all couples that their love will grow, pray also for 
those who are lonely, alone, and/or missing loved ones that they will find 
comfort and companionship. 
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15 Pray for all those families and individuals dealing with any of the various 
types of mental illness.  Pray also that all levels of government will provide 
resources to keep patients safe and provide effective treatment for them. 

16 Pray for Pastor Bre Kinnunen and the Lutheran Campus Ministry 
community at Northern Michigan University as they celebrate her installation as 
Campus Pastor. 

17 On this President’s Day, pray for our current president Donald Trump – that he 
will lead our nation with compassion for all and will work for equity and justice in our 
nation and in our world. Pray also for all those preparing for primaries, caucuses, and 
other elections leading to the 2020 presidential election in the fall. 

18 Pray for Bishop Katherine Finegan, Assistant to the Bishop Jim Duehring, 
Synod Vice President Chuck Thomas, and Pastor Keith Kolstad as they attend 
a Synod Vitality Strategies Conference today through February 21. 

19 Pray for all our ELCA Seminaries and for all the seminary students.  This month we 
lift up in prayer Micah Cavaleri from our synod. 

20 On this World Day for Social Justice, pray for all who have suffered injustice and 
oppression due to their identity, pray also for all who are advocates for those who have 
suffered at the hands of others and for those who work to change our social systems and 
government programs. 

21 Pray for the members of Augsburg Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Beaver 
Creek-Keedysville Parish, Keedysville, MD; Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Brunswick, MD; and Bethel Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD. 

22 Pray for the members of Mtoni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and 
their NGLS mission partner Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Marquette. 

23 Pray for all those enjoying the outdoor winter activities that make our Synod 
such a beautiful and special place to be even when it’s cold outside. 

24 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered 
leaders to serve them, especially Bethany in Republic and their interim Pastor Don 
Ludeman, and United in Crystal Falls and Bethany in Amasa and their interim Pastor 
Dave Johnson. 

25 For all those families and children who are not getting enough to eat.  Raise 
up congregations and local programs to help them understand proper nutrition and 
provide them with nutritious meals. 

26 Pray a prayer of repentance for yourself and lift up all Christians as we reflect 
on our journey to the cross – may this Lenten pilgrimage help us to grow in 
our faith and our ability to live out God’s abiding love in our lives. 

27 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today at our Synod Office in Marquette – that 
they may be blessed by God in all they do and lead us as we spread God’s blessings 
throughout our Synod, Nation, and World. 

28 Pray for artists who share their wonders with the world – that we may all see 
God’s creative ways reflected in their gifts shared with us. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 
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Prayer Calendar – March 2020 
 
1 Pray for all individuals and congregations who are searching for ways to 

bring Jesus into the lives of the unchurched in their communities – that the Holy 
Spirit will enlighten and empower them in all that they do. 

2 Today is Read Across America Day. Pray for all students who are learning to read 
and the teachers and librarians who work diligently to promote reading 
skills, and perhaps take a moment to write a prayer and read it with a young person in 
your life. 

3 Pray for our pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Julie Belew (3/03), 
Tom Otis (3/09), Sarah Semmler Smith (3/12), and Dennis Meyette (3/15). 

4 Pray for all who lead or participate in mid-week Lenten worships and other 
activities – that this journey leads them to greater faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

5 Pray for Bishop Katherine Finegan and all our ELCA bishops as they meet at the 
Conference of Bishops today through March 9. May they feel God’s peace and presence 
as they work together across our church and our nation. 

6 Pray for police, firefighters, rescue workers, and EMTs who often have to risk 
their lives to keep the rest of us safe – may they have all of the support and equipment 
they need for their safety and their work. 

7 Pray for pray-ers … all those who participate in prayer chains and prayer circles, who 
write devotions and read devotions, and to lift up others with their prayers. 

8 Pray for all our ELCA Seminaries and for all the seminary students.  This 
month we especially lift up in prayer Pat Kempf from our synod. 

9 Pray for all those in nursing homes, long-term care facilities, or who are 
home bound and for those who offer them care and assistance. 

10 Pray for the members of Christ Lutheran Church, (Edmondson Ave.), 
Baltimore, MD; Christ Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD; Christ Lutheran 
Church, (Inner Harbor), Baltimore, MD; and Christ Lutheran Church, 
LaVale, MD. 

11 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed – that they find resources to keep 
themselves and their families warm and well-fed. 

12 Pray for our pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this 
month: Brahm Semmler Smith (3/13), Sarah Semmler-Smith (3/13), Christina 
Forsythe (3/19), and Soren Schmidt (3/20). 

13 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered 
leaders to serve them, especially Zion Lutheran Church in Manistique and their 
interim Pastor Dennis Meyette, and Grace Lutheran Church in Gwinn and their interim 
Pastor Bre Kinnunen. 

14 Pray for victims of bullying and violence, whether that is physical, emotional, or 
verbal in nature.  Pray for enlightenment of the bullies that they may truly see and 
understand the harm they are inflicting and change their ways. 
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15 Pray for Assistant to the Bishop Jim Duehring as he travels to the Systems 
Academy in Chicago March 16-18 

16 On this St. Urho’s Day, pray for all who are celebrating their Finnish heritage 
and for all who love those with Finnish heritage. May we enjoy both our similarities and 
our uniqueness as we celebrate God’s love for all people. 

17 On this St. Patrick’s Day, pray for all who are celebrating their Irish heritage and 
all those who love those with Irish heritage. May we enjoy both our similarities and our 
uniqueness as we celebrate God’s love for all people. 

18 Pray for our pastors who celebrate their birthdays this month: Doug Buck 
(3/24), Allan Johnson (3/25) and Scott Ehle (3/25). 

19 Pray for all who are tired of winter and long for green, growing things and the smells 
of springtime. 

20 Pray for our Synod Council members as they meet today and tomorrow at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Escanaba. 

21 Pray for all snowplow drivers, electric line workers, and other service 
personnel who work long hours outside in terrible conditions so that the rest of us are 
safe and warm and have lights in our homes. May they return home safe and sound. 

22 Pray for youth throughout our Synod, especially those who are participating in the 
Marked! Event at Messiah Lutheran Church, Marquette, today. 

23 Pray for all who are addicted to drugs or alcohol; may they find hope and help to 
overcome their dependency. 

24 Pray for Kijichi Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and their NGLS 
mission partner First Lutheran Church, Gladstone. 

25 Pray for all who lead or participate in mid-week Lenten worships and other 
activities – that this journey leads them to greater faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

26 Pray for all women, men, and children who are victims of domestic violence 
and abuse.  May they receive the help they need to leave their abusive relationships 
and break the pattern of violence. 

27 Pray for our Synod Youth Committee as they meet and retreat together at Fortune 
Lake Lutheran Camp today and tomorrow. May they be inspired by the Holy Spirit as 
they lead our youth and help them grow in faith and love toward God and the world. 

28 Pray for the members of Bethel Lutheran Church, North East, MD; Braddock 
Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD; Calvary Lutheran Church, Mt. Airy, MD; 
and Chapel Lutheran Church, Woodsboro, MD. 

29 Pray for all the Christian men and women across our synod who give their time, 
energy, and resources to their congregations, the NGLS, and charitable organizations 
everywhere.. 

30 Pray for those with macular degeneration and visual impairments, keep them 
safe and provide them with treatments and caregivers to help them navigate in the midst 
of a sight-biased world. 

31 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered 
leaders to serve them, especially Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Marinette and their 
interim Pastor Linda Forray, and Faith Lutheran Church in Three Lakes and their 
interim Pastor John Kuziej. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 


