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LIGHT 
Northern “The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also 

wept again, and said, ‘If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish 
we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the 

leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is dried up, and 
there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.’” 

Numbers 11: 4-6 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
Does your strength feel dried up?  Is there nothing  
at all but online worship or half-empty pews to 
look at?  Do you remember when we took regular  
in-the-sanctuary worship for granted?  We  
remember the fellowship, the potlucks, the singing,  
gathering around the altar for the Lord’s Supper.   
Do you have a strong craving for going back to the  
way things used to be? 
 
The thing is…we are in the wilderness.  We have left Egypt (the good 
and the bad) behind, and God is making us, the church (and maybe  
society too), into something new.  And if the experience of the Israelites 
is any guide, we are only in the beginning of our journey.  If, as Dr.  
Osterholm (an epidemiologist) says we are only in the second inning of 
a nine-inning game, then we are only in the first decade of a forty-year 
journey, or in the first months of what will take a year to two years.  
 
It is rather remarkable how the wilderness experience of the Israelites 
and our own pandemic wilderness experience is similar. 
 

Moses was under a lot of stress, and so is your pastor.   
 
Every day is full of new decisions.  There is much to take into  
consideration and pastors are being pulled and pushed into exhaustion.  
Do we resume in person worship?  How? When? What if cases in the 
community are rising?  What if someone shows up and won’t wear a 
mask?  What if more people show up than we can accommodate for  
social distancing?  What if the most vulnerable come, how can we be 
sure they’ll be safe? What do I say to someone who doesn’t believe the 
threat is real?  
 
Please be patient with your pastor and your leadership.  The way  
forward is far from clear… for returning to worship, fall programming, 
and so much more. 
  
Moses learned not to be a solo leader and others stepped up to help. 
 
At first it was all Moses.  He went up the mountain alone and came 
down alone.  But then he appointed more leaders to help shoulder the 
burden of leadership. 
 
When the pandemic first started, your pastoral leader scrambled to  
provide resources and/or an online worship.  There wasn’t time to recruit 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition, I see the need for congregation members to 
take a new kind of initiative.  For some, it may be more 
difficult to turn on the computer than get in the car to go 
to church.  It may be more difficult to pray at home, than 
in the gathered assembly.  Personal devotions depend on 
a person doing them.  Online Bible studies are helpful 
only if one participates.  Our rhythms are off.  The  
regular habits of faith have been disrupted.   
 
By the time this pandemic is over, new patterns and  
practices will emerge, new insights will give greater  
clarity, and who we are as Lutheran Christians in the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod will look and feel differently 
than it does now. 

 
The Israelites were closer to God when they were in 
the wilderness - intimately dependent on God in a 

whole new way. 
 
In wilderness times, that is, in times of fear and  
uncertainty, we pray all the harder and more frequently.  
We look for God more fervently.  We rely on the  
presence of Christ walking with us with greater  
dependence.  God is nearer, more palpably present, and 
this is an unexpected blessing. 
 
As the Israelites travelled in the wilderness, their patience 
wore thin.  They were tired of the journey, tired of Moses, 
critical of their situation and their leaders.  I hope we can 
travel our wilderness road with a little more grace.  
 
As your leaders consider next steps, please understand 
that their priority is your health.  And their primary  
challenge is how to nurture your relationship with God in 
Christ Jesus while observing the best practices for the 
safety of all. 
 
So, as you travel this wilderness journey, watch out for 
your friends and neighbors.  We don’t want to lose  
anyone along the way.  Check in on each other.  Pray.  
Take your own initiative to deepen your discipleship and 
care for your congregation and community. Your pastor 
can only do so much. 
 
And just as God led the Israelites through the wilderness, 
so does God lead you and me.  These are trying days that 
will stretch into months and longer.  But God is with you, 
your congregation, and with the Church that is the body 
of Christ. 
 
Take heart and do not lose faith…or patience. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Bishop Katherine Finegan  
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volunteers, there was too much else to do.  He or she may 
not have had the means or initiative to get the council or 
others involved in meeting the needs of ministry in the 
congregation, much less the community.   
 
But now, as we settle in for the long haul, councils and 
other congregation members would do well to ask their 
pastor how they can help, if they are not already doing so.  
Ask: 

 Who needs a phone call and to be prayed with? 
 What new technology can I learn that would help? 
 Are there mailings I can help put together?   
 Are there email lists and cell phone lists that need 

to be updated? 
 Can I be a part of the online worship effort? 
 Can I help someone use ZOOM? 

Or please simply send a note of thanks and affirmation, so 
your pastoral leader knows their efforts are appreciated, 
and hold them in prayer. 
 

As their wilderness journey continued, the Israelites 
complained about a few things and so do we. 

 
Wilderness times are full of high anxiety and stress.  
There is confusion.  There is grief because we have lost 
the familiar and fear about an uncertain future. These 
feelings sometimes come out as anger or sadness or just 
untethered emotion.   
 
Sometimes the best we can do is to take a deep breath and 
invite others to do the same.  The words of Julian of  
Norwich come to mind…again, “All will be well.  All 
will be well.  In all manner of things, all will be well.”   
 
It is not up to you or me to fix the church or solve the 
pandemic or answer every question in the moment it is 
asked.  This is a time of prayer and discernment, of  
conversation together to determine what is best, of asking 
how God is at work, and erring on the side of care for the 
neighbor.  Easier said than done.  But being gentle with 
yourself and others is a good beginning. 
 

The Israelites arrived in the promised land a  
different people than when they left Egypt and we will 

emerge from this pandemic a different  
people too. 

 
We are practicing our faith differently.  At a time when 
we have not been gathering for worship as we used to 
means that feeding one’s faith is not as easy as simply 
showing up to worship.  This pandemic has challenged us 
to find new ways to deepen our discipleship and our  
relationship to God in Christ Jesus.  Many pastoral  
leaders have done their best to provide online devotions, 
Bible studies, emails of encouragement, phone call  
prayers, and more.   



 

 
 

 
 

As they continued their travel, Jesus entered a village. A woman by the name of Martha welcomed 
him and made him feel quite at home. She had a sister, Mary, who sat before the Master, hanging 
on every word he said. But Martha was pulled away by all she had to do in the kitchen. Later, she 
stepped in, interrupting them. “Master, don’t you care that my sister has abandoned the kitchen to 
me? Tell her to lend me a hand.” The Master said, “Martha, dear Martha, you’re fussing far too 
much and getting yourself worked up over nothing. One thing only is essential, and Mary has  

chosen it—it’s the main course and won’t be taken from her.”    
Luke 10:40-42 in The Message 

 
 

What is Essential?   
 

Early on in this pandemic, we heard about “essential workers.”  People like postal delivery workers,  
nursing home workers, physicians, police, grocery store workers, gas station attendants…and the list goes 
on.  When we started reading the list of essential workers, we realized that there are a lot of “essential” 
people making the world work.  The burden on essential workers has been very real.  Some have literally 
compromised their very lives to serve others.  
 
This time in our society challenges us to think about what really is essential.  While we miss many things 
and activities, we likely have had the chance to reflect more deeply on the “essentials” of life.  
  
LSU football coach, Ed Orgeron, recently stated, “Football is the life blood of this country.”  Now I love 
football and sports.  I was cheering for LSU to win that national championship in January.  My  
stepdaughter lives in Lafayette, Louisiana.  There was great rejoicing in that state when LSU beat  
Clemson.   I miss going to games.  I realize we need distractions.   But, seriously, is football really the  
lifeblood of this country?   Is there not something more “essential” than football? 
 
While normal rhythms of typical church life have been interrupted, we are finding new ways to be God’s 
people.  While not gathering in person for worship, we have 
been offered opportunities to worship online.   
Pastors have scrambled to offer a variety of faith engagements.  
Pastors have been reminding us that “church” is not a building, 
but “church” is the people of God.  People have gathered  
outdoors and in parking lots just soaking in the “social  
distancing” fellowship of others worshipping the Lord.  
 
We can find new blessings in practicing a personal prayer life 
and scripture reading.  We can find new blessing in counting 
our blessings rather than enumerating all the things we can not 
do right now.    
 
Like Mary in the passage from Luke’s Gospel, we can pause 
from busyness to focus on the essential thing—or the essential 
“one.”  Christ is the essential one.  His teachings are God’s 
Word to heal broken hearts and give us hope and salvation.   
Choosing Christ who first chose to love us, puts us into the 
center of what is truly “essential” for life.  Thanks be to God 
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Assistant to the Bishop/DEM, Pastor Jim Duehring 
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At the end of 2018, the ELCA received a generous gift from a donor who is 
very concerned, like many of us, about the future of leadership in this church. 
The goal was to create a communications strategy that would help our  
congregations, synods and others encourage people to consider leadership in 
the ELCA. 
  

The ELCA is excited to announce the launch of Journi.faith. You read that correctly – no .com or .org, 
just .faith. See, it’s already exciting! 
  
Journi.faith gives you a glimpse into the future of what will be a comprehensive digital tool for all people who 
are discerning a call to leadership in this church. This digital tool will be loaded with content from the  
churchwide office and other ministries across this church to help people do three core things:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Members of the ELCA strategic communications and IT teams are hard at work with partners making all of this 
a reality. In the meantime, please share Journi.faith to learn more, engage in content about some of our great 
leadership development ministries and sign up to receive emails from Journi in the future.  
 
For questions or comments, feel free to fill out the feedback form on the site, which can be found in the bottom 
right corner of the site.  
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Stewardship 
Event with  

Richard Wehrs 
Cancelled 

 
We hope to reschedule and offer this event in 2021.   

Stay tuned for details!  
 

Prayers of Remembrance 
 
Rev. David Murphy and his family at the 
death of his mother.  Rosemary Murphy 
passed to life eternal on Saturday, June 6.   
 
Rev. Terry Frankenstein and family at the 
death of her father-in-law on Sunday, June 14. 
 
Rev. D.J. Rasner and family at the death of his father on 
Thursday, June 18. 
 
Peace to their memories and comfort to all who mourn.  

 

We are stopped, but want to go 
We are going, but to nowhere we can see 

We are looking, but can't find 
If we find, we can't reach 
We reach, but can't grasp 

Grasp, but can't hold. 
Hold. 

Hold on. 
Hold on to me. 

Grasp me when I'm spinning 
Reach me when I'm straying 
Find me when I'm sinking 
See me when I'm stopped 

When I'm nowhere, 
be my somewhere, 

My someOne, 
Still me. 
Hush me. 
Peace me. 

Whisper to my heart so I can hear 
"I Am here, and you are alright." 

Amen 
 

Rev. Libby Howe, Assistant to the Bishop of the  
Lacrosse Area Synod of the ELCA 

Used with permission. 

Northern Light 

https://journi.faith/
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Bishop’s Discretionary Fund 
Estate of Marvin Hill 

Kathryn & Albert Sundine 
ELCA Disaster Funds 
Ascension, Minocqua 
Bethany, Ishpeming 
Grace, South Range 

Mission United, Pelkie 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Calvary, Rapid River 
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 

Grace, Gwinn 
Immanuel, Negaunee 

Prince of Peace, Marquette 
Lutheran Social Services 

Emanuel, Skandia 
Lutheran World Relief 

Bethany, Ishpeming 
Calvary, Rapid River 

Prince of Peace, Marquette 
Salem, Ironwood 
Zion, Marinette 

NGLS Endowment Fund 
Kathy Bero 

Bethany, Ishpeming 
Dave & Mary Lou Blomquist  

Rev. Jim Duehring 
David Leverton 

Mary Nurmi 
Rev. D.J. & Amanda Rasner 

Sandy Richter 
Rev. Doug & Marilyn Schoen 

Mark & Kathleen Slown 
Rev. Steve Solberg 

Christopher Tassava—in memory of James Tassava 
Rev. Grant Van Lishout 

NGLS Leadership Support 
Bethany, Republic 

Rev. Chrys Hendrick 
Rick & Sandra Travis 

NGLS Seminarian Support 
Zion, Ironwood  

Skogman Scholarship 
Dirk & Sue Manson 
Tanzania Projects 

Danielle & Brian Anderson 
First, Gladstone 

Stephanie & Clayton Smith 
World Missionary Support 

Bethel, Ishpeming 
Grace, Pembine 

 

Transitions 
 
Pastor Matthew Lamb has resigned his call at St. 
James, Rudyard as of June 15 due to declining 
health.  We pray for the comfort and peace of God’s 
presence and the supportive embrace of the people of 
God.  
 
We welcome Pastor Alex Ross to Bethany, Republic!
Pastor Alex was ordained and installed on June 21 at a 
drive-in worship service in Bethany’s parking lot!  We 
celebrate with the people of Bethany and welcome Pastor 
Alex, his wife, Maggie, and their son, Fischer to the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod! 
 
We give thanks for the efforts of Pastor Bill  
Jacobson who has resigned his call at All Saints,  
Wakefield and Sharon, Bessemer in order to brave the 
new adventure of retirement.  His last Sunday was June 
28.  God bless Pastor Bill and his wife, Melzee!  
 
We give thanks for the efforts of Pastor Kayla Keilholtz 
who has resigned her call at Grace, Pembine.  Her last 
Sunday was July 12 and she is headed back to Virginia.  
We keep her and the congregation in our prayers. 
 
Pastor Avery Carr has resigned his call at First  
Lutheran in Iron River, Michigan.  We thank Pastor Carr 
for his service and pray God’s blessings upon him and 
his family in their future endeavors.  His last Sunday 
leading worship was July 26.  
 
We celebrate with the people of Zion, Manistique at the 
installation of their new pastor, Pastor Tommy Richter 
on Saturday, August 1 at 5 pm at an outdoor parking lot 
worship service.   
 
We celebrate with Mission United, Pelkie as they  
welcome their new pastor, Kelly Ylitalo.  Pastor-elect 
Ylitalo will be ordained into the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament and installed as the Pastor of Mission United 
on Sunday August 9, 2020 at 4:30 pm at an outdoor  
worship service in the parking lot.   
 
We celebrate with Pastor Terry Frankenstein who has 
accepted the call to serve Bethany, Escanaba.  Pastor 
Terry will be installed on Sunday, August 30 at 3 pm ET 
at the Ludington Park Gazebo in Escanaba.  May God 
bless their new partnership! 
 
We welcome full time interim, Pastor Sue Johnson, to 
our Synod.  She will serve the work of Christ through the 
people of All Saints, Wakefield and Sharon,  
Bessemer.  May God bless their new partnership! 

Northern Light 

Thank you to the following donors for their generous support 
of the work of Christ in and through our Synod. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

“And we believe thy word, though dim our faith may be: 
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it unto thee.”  (ELW #686) 

 
The mission support gifts your congregation shares with the Synod assures that God’s mission continues—
even in a pandemic.  Through the first half of the year, giving has exceeded pledges by more  than 6.3%.  
Thank you for your consistent, generous giving!  Designated gifts are down due in part to the cancellation of 
Synod Assembly and reduced gifts to World Hunger.  
Our faith can sometimes be dim, especially as we walk through uncharted courses.  But as we trust in God’s 
promises to never fail or forsake us, we move forward in hope.  May our gifts be made in thanksgiving for all 
God has done—and is doing—in our lives. 
          - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 6/30 2019 2020 $ Change % Change 
Pledged Amount 807,474 796,322 -11,152 -1.4% 

Amount Received 345,508 367,284 +21,776 +6.3% 

Designated Gifts 93,738 67,043 -26,695 -28.5% 
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims  

Full-Time 
Immanuel, Escanaba—Rev. Dennis Meyette 

United, Crystal Falls/Bethany, Amasa—Rev. Dave Johnson 
Grace, Gwinn—Rev. Warren Geier 

Zion, Allenville & Bethel, Cedarville—Rev. Renee MacLeod 
Our Savior’s, Marinette—Rev. Linda Forray 

Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej 
Community, Palmer and Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM 

Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde 
Bethany, Mohawk—Rev. Peter Vorhes 

All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Doug Norquist 
St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Melinda VanderSys 

First, Gladstone—Rev. Dennis Meyette 
First, Iron River—Rev. D.J. Rasner 
Grace, Pembine—Rev. Paul Heykes 

Faith, Sault Ste. Marie—Rev. Melinda VanderSys 
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Prayfaithfully  
 

NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule 
August & September 2020 

August 2-8 Judy Quirk 

August 9-15 Pastor John Ansell 

August 16-22 Pastor Christina Forsythe 

August 23-29 Virginia Paulson 

August 30—September 5 Nancy Stank 
September 6-12 Pastor Terry Frankenstein 
September 13-19 Donna Ahlberg 

September 20-26 Chris Ebert 

September 27—October 3 Karen Carter 

Synod Website: 
www.nglsynod.org 

 
Find us on Facebook 
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Northern Great Lakes Synod Calendar 

1 Installation of Rev. Tommy Richter,  
 5 pm ET at Zion, Manistique (rain 

date:  August 2, 10:30 am) 
 
9 Ordination and Installation of  
 Pastor-Elect Kelly Ylitalo, 4:30 pm ET 

at Mission United, Peklie 
 
10 ELCA Growing Young Virtual  
 Gathering, 11 am-5:30 pm CT 
 
11 ELCA Growing Young Virtual  
 Gathering, 11 am-5:30 pm CT 
 
12 Candidacy Meeting via Zoom 
 
19 Executive Committee Meeting via 

Zoom, 10 am ET 
 
19 Lifelong Faith Formation via Zoom,    

3 pm ET 
 
20 Endowment Board Meeting via Zoom, 

6:30 pm ET  
 
22 Stewardship Workshop for  
 Congregational Leaders with Grace 

Pomroy via Zoom, 10 am-12 pm CT 
and 2-4 pm CT 

 
26 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at 

the Synod Office  
 
30 Installation of Rev. Terry  
 Frankenstein, 3 pm ET at the  
 Ludington Park Gazebo 

 

2 Finance Meeting via Zoom, 11 am ET 
 
2 Copper Country Conference  
 Walking Together Event via Zoom,     

6-8 pm ET 
 
9 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the 

Synod Office  
 
10 Menominee Valley Conference  
 Walking Together Event via Zoom,     

6-8 pm CT 
 
11 Synod Council via Zoom, 3-6 pm ET 
 
12 Four Rivers Conference Walking  
 Together Event via Zoom, 2-4 pm CT  
 
13 Companion Synod Meeting at the   

Fortune Lake dining room, 3 pm CT 
 
15  Synod Youth Ministries Support Team 

meeting via Zoom, 7 pm ET 
 
17 Superior Central Conference  
 Walking Together Event via Zoom,     

6-8 pm ET 
 
20 Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon Conference 

Walking Together Event via Zoom,     
2-4 pm CT 

 
21 Lutheran Campus Ministry  
 Committee Meeting, 11 am ET  
 
24 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the 

Synod Office  

Stay up to date on meeting times and places by visiting the Synod website, nglsynod.org! 



 
July 8, 2020 

Northern Great Lakes Synod Congregational Community Outreach Grant Application 

Summer 2020 

The ELCA recently awarded some grant money to the Northern Great Lakes Synod to 
assist our congregations in their outreach ministries during this time of pandemic.  

Grants of up to $500 per congregation will be available to congregations who submit 
their grant application by September 1, 2020.   Grants are to be used for outreach ministries in the community, 
such as clothing or food pantries, technology for online worship, campground ministries, or fuel/rental 
assistance (Good Samaritan Funds), etc.  Applications for paying internal congregational expenses such as 
utilities or a pastor’s compensation will not be considered.   

Grant awards will be determined early in September by Bishop Katherine Finegan in consultation with DEM, 
Pastor Jim Duehring, and the Executive Committee of the Synod Council.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Name of Congregation:     Town/City/Village:  

 

Phone:        Email: 

 

1.  State specifically how any grant money would be used for an outreach ministry in your context. 

 

 

 

2.  Is this a new outreach ministry for your congregation?   If a new outreach, what is your goal and vision for 
this outreach?  If not a new outreach, briefly state any past history of your engagement in this outreach.   

 

 

 

3.  Grant amount requested (up to $500):     _____________________________  

 

The congregation of ___________________________ agrees that any funds granted will only be used for the 
designated purpose, described above.   

 

Print name of person submitting grant:  ______________________________ Email:  ___________________  

Signature of person submitting grant: ________________________________ Date: ____________________  

Signature of pastor/interim:  _______________________________________ Date: ____________________  

Signature of Council President:  _____________________________________ Date: ____________________  



The Northern Great Lakes Synod Council recently 
declared May 2020 to May 2021 as a “Year of 

Discovery.”  It is a call for our synod members to 
better understand and appreciate the history, 

heritage and culture of Native American peoples, 
to reflect on the historical content of the Doctrine 

of Discovery, and to engage in dialogue with 
Native American siblings.  Some time at the online 

Walking Together events will be dedicated to 
educating ourselves during this “Year of 

Discovery.”  Additional plans for this “Year of 
Discovery” are still being worked on.  Join the 
ZOOM Walking Together events to begin your 

“Year of Discovery!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Year of Discovery 
 
Over the past couple of years, I have been taking 
courses at Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community 
College. Last spring, I enrolled in a class called 
Anishinaabe Values and Philosophy. The sage that 
burned before each class to clear the air also 
opened my heart and mind to Anishinaabe ways of 
knowing and being. The best way to know 
someone is to step into their worldview and the 
world I stepped into went far deeper under the 
surface of any ground covered in American 
History classes about Native Americans. While 
sitting week after week at the tables circled around 
a large round rug woven with the Teachings of the 
Seven Grandfathers, I made some profound 
discoveries.   
 
Discovery #1 – Land is not simply occupying a 
space to live on and care for. The whole of 
creation, all elements of the earth and people’s 
relationship to them, is seen as holy, a sacred 

relationship. A blade of grass, an ant, a mountain, 
a human or a molecule of oxygen are all infused 
with one thing:  the life force. It is similar to how 
Paul Tillich referred to God as the “ground of all 
being.” Everything is one and all are related 
because they come from this same source. All are 
infused with this divine mystery. The 
Anishinaabeg call this life force Gitchie-Manitou 
(Great Spirit).  
 
Discovery #2 – Human beings are the most 
dependent of all beings in creation. We are born 
from the Earth; even the Christian creation story 
will tell you that we are formed from the dust of 
the Earth. The Earth is our Mother. We do not 
own her nor are we superior to her. She is very 
nurturing and gives of herself for the well-being of 
all creatures. That is why tobacco is offered in 
humble gratitude when harvesting anything taken 
from the ground or when brother deer sacrifices 
himself to give life to others. Human beings 
depend on all of creation to survive:  plants, 
animals, materials for shelter, water, etc. Plant and 
animal life could get along just fine without us, 
but we cannot live without them.  
 
Discovery #3 – Land is not something to be 
owned, but rather something one belongs to. 
Belonging to a specific place, one’s homeland, 
means it is not only home, but an extension of the 
people themselves. One is a “natural” part of that 
area and religion is geographically bound to 
sacred spots integral to spiritual practice. For 
thousands of years diverse groups of Indigenous 
peoples lived on this continent. Because all tribes 
held this value of specific home ground, respect 
for the other as other, with all the rights and 
privileges one holds for one’s own, was 
understood. Each group was uniquely responsible 
for the use and management of their birth 
home.  Surplus in one area became the stuff for 
trade in others.   
 
The fact that tribes understood respect for the 
other as other is revealed by the reception the 
Europeans received from Indigenous groups when 
they first arrived. It is said the Europeans saw 
them as a peaceful people easy to subjugate. To 
subdue was necessary because they were 
considered enemies of Christ – pagans. Yet it was 



the Native American who showed them what to 
eat and how to harvest the food the land provided 
which Europeans had no knowledge of. They also 
granted the newcomers with places to which they 
might adapt themselves.  Ideas of ownership and 
accumulation of lands, behaviors exhibited by the 
Europeans, were alien concepts among Indigenous 
people.  
 
To the Europeans, it appeared that since many 
tribes had no apparent name for their divinity, they 
must not have one. Further, Indigenous people 
often acknowledged and thanked the natural 
world; in European eyes, these people worshiped 
the false gods of nature. Such behavior, they 
reasoned, indicated a people devoid of a religion 
or having beliefs not worthy of consideration. In 
fact, it was not uncommon for Europeans to 
declare that Native people were a godless people.  
 
To the Europeans, the acquisition of land meant 
expanding the empire. The inhabitants of the 
“developed” world have a “right” to go where they 
please, regardless of the desires of the inhabitants 
of other occupied areas. The entirety of Mother 
Earth’s resources goes to those with the might and 
power to do so.  
 
European Christians brought with them a sense 
that their religion was superior, their values more 
moral and advanced than anything they saw, or 
shall I say “understood,” in the “new land.” Such 
beliefs allowed them to develop policies and laws 
which would further their causes.  
 
Europeans also brought with them the idea of 
property rights, limits, restrictions, and 
prohibitions. Because land to the Europeans was a 
commodity, ownership became a fundamental 
concept underpinning the law. Throughout this 
process, westward expansion, economic 
development and religious beliefs became 
inexplicably intertwined in order to take over the 
“New World” regardless of the negative 
consequences for Indigenous people.  
 
As you can see, given the incompatibility of 
worldviews between Indigenous and European 
peoples, alienation between the two became 
inevitable.  

Taking into consideration how the Anishinaabeg 
see themselves as an extension of the land, 
belonging to a specific place where everything is 
sacred and holy, and Mother Earth cares and gives 
of herself for the survival of humanity… how can 
one be removed from life (physical and spiritual) 
itself? How can one be cut off from one’s 
bloodline?  How can one survive? 
 
Obviously, one cannot. The loss of life itself, the 
Anishinaabe way of knowing and being, crippled 
the spirit and wounded the soul. It stabbed at the 
very heart of who they are and as a result:  
emptiness, depression, and loss of identity, 
culture, spirituality, and sense of purpose. The loss 
of one’s homeland never leaves us. Not any of us, 
but especially for the Anishinaabeg and other 
Indigenous people.   
 
While sitting week after week at the tables circled 
around a large round rug woven with the 
Teachings of the Seven Grandfathers in my 
Anishinaabe classes, I discovered a people who 
yearn to rediscover themselves, after so much has 
been lost. A people who desire to know the 
teachings their ancestors knew. A people who 
want to live with Mother Earth in care, respect and 
honor. A people whose spirituality is rich in grace 
and gratitude. A people who want to reclaim who 
they were created to be.   
 
We, as a church, can stand with them in this 
endeavor. This Year of Discovery seeks to 
understand how the Doctrine of Discovery has had 
a critical part in our American and religious 
systems and how these systems have harmed and 
continue to harm our Native siblings. It is my hope 
that this Year of Discovery also takes you to a 
sacred place…a place of discovering a valuable 
culture worth learning from, a spirituality filled 
with grace and gratitude and an awareness that we 
are all related.   
 
Pastor Julie Belew 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Baraga, MI 
located on the reservation of the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Northern Great Lakes Synod is launching a new series of classes for those who want to 
grow in spirituality, faith, and knowledge.   “Lifelong Faith Formation” evolved from our 
Synod’s Lay School for Mission. 

 
In these challenging and uncertain times, our Synod is offering online classes this fall 
and winter.  While discussions through computer screens are not ideal, online learning 
presents an opportunity to connect people from across the synod -- people who share a 
love of learning and have discovered that adult studies help them to grow in faith.  

 
Classes will meet weekly for 60 to 90 minutes for four to eight weeks.  A complete schedule of 
classes, times, and dates will be available on the synod website www.nglsynod.org by August 1 
as well as registration. 
 

Classes offered this fall, so far, are: 
 

x Ecclesiastes Bible Study  
o with Pastor Tommy Richter of Zion, Manistique 

x Introduction to Biblical Greek  
o with Pastor Nicole Hanson-Lynn of Zion/Salem, Ironwood. 

x Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America  
o with Pastor Christina Forsythe of Porterfield/Beaver.  

 
Classes are FREE but may require the purchase of textbooks or other materials.  
Students will receive ZOOM links from their instructor.  

 
 
 
This new effort is not driven by an end result such as graduation from a 
program.  It is not a certification program to become a Licensed Lay 
Minister.  “Lifelong Faith Formation” is designed for curious adults who 
want to become better equipped to serve the work of Christ in their 
congregations. 

 
For more information, contact Sister Lori Ward at 615-519-1969 or 

loribethward@att.net.          

LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION 
CLASSES BEGIN VIA ZOOM IN 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
NORTHERN GREAT LAKES SYNOD 

 

 

http://www.nglsynod.org/
mailto:loribethward@att.net


 

Stewardship Workshop for 
Congregational Leaders  

(Rostered and Lay People) 

Presented by Grace Duddy Pomroy 

 

Saturday, August 22, 2020 
Session 1:  10am to 12 noon CDT 

                      11am to 1pm EDT 

Session 2:  2pm to 4pm CDT 

                3pm to 5pm EDT 

This workshop will be a Zoom Presentation with 
breakout sessions 

Grace Duddy Pomroy is co-author of the book, Embracing Stewardship: How to Put 
Stewardship at the Heart of Your Congregation’s Life.  Grace Duddy Pomroy is the 
director of the Stewardship Leaders Program at Luther Seminary. She's a lay, millennial 
stewardship leader, speaker, and financial educator based in Minneapolis. Grace blogs 
on her website, gracepomroy.com, where she helps people connect their money and 
their values to create a more fulfilling life.  

You will come away with practical ideas for implementing a vital 
stewardship program in your congregation based on sound 
theology with attention to modern realities.  

“Embrace stewardship, not as a committee, but as a ministry that 
pervades all aspects of congregational life.”    

 (from the introduction of Embracing Stewardship) 

Cost:  Free!  

Registration needed by August 20, so that the Zoom link can be sent to you. 
Contact Pastor Jim Duehring at jduehring@nglsynod.org.   

Copies of the book, Embracing Stewardship will be available at a discounted 
price! 

A Zoom recording of this workshop will appear on the synod website 

This event is offered with financial support from the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod Equipping the Saints Fund 

mailto:jduehring@nglsynod.org


 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
           Prayer Calendar – August 2020 

 
1 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month:  Jared Howard (8/1), Paul 

Raappana (8/06), Diane Srutowski (8/06), John Ansell (8/10), Bucky Beach (8/11), 
Brahm Semmler Smith (8/11), Cori Johnson (8/13), and Jim Duehring (8/18). 

2 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Molly Eversoll (8/03), Rell Spickerman (8/16), Diane Srutowski (8/17), Bill Jacobson 
(8/19), John Ansell (8/21) and Joe Daiker (8/21). 

3 Pray for members of Grace Lutheran Church, Hockessin, DE; Grace Lutheran 
Church, Woodsboro, MD; Grace Lutheran Church, Westminster, MD; and 
Harmony Lutheran Church, Myersville, MD. 

4 Pray for community clerks, poll workers, candidates for elected office, and all 
who vote in Primary and Local Elections that honesty and integrity are preserved 
in our voting practices and that safety precautions are observed. 

5 Pray for High School Students as they begin practices for fall sports – may they be safe 
and healthy as they compete. 

6 Pray for women who give children up for adoption and families who adopt 
children into their homes. 

7 Pray for congregations in transition, especially United Lutheran Church (Crystal Falls) & 
Bethany Lutheran Church (Amasa) and their Interim Pastor Dave Johnson, Grace 
Lutheran Church (Gwinn) and their Interim Pastor Warren Geier, and Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church (Marinette) and their Interim Pastor Linda Forray. 

8 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate their birthdays this month: 
Sharon Babbitt (8/25). 

9 Pray for Kelly Ylitalo as she is ordained today at Mission United Lutheran 
Church (Pelkie). Pastor Ylitalo has been called by Mission United to serve as their 
pastor and we rejoice with all of them as this new partnership in ministry begins. 

10 Pray for all who will be taking part in the online training for ELCA Growing 
Young. May they be blessed in their faith and grow in service for our Lord and all people. 

11 Pray for men and women in the armed forces and their families who miss them 
and sometimes struggle in everyday life without those they love. 

12 Pray for our Synod Candidacy Committee as they meet today and continue their 
work with candidates for ministry in our Synod. 

13 Pray for our NGLS Staff  as they meet today and coordinate ministries within our 
Synod. 

14 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Gene Wickman (8/23), Craig Mansur (8/28), Devon Barrix (8/28), Dave Christenson 
(8/29), and Doug Norquist (8/30). 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


15 Pray for all of our ELCA Seminaries and for all ELCA congregations to encourage 
members to consider a career as Ministers of Word and Sacrament (Pastors) or 
Ministers of Word and Service (Deacons). 

16 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Jesse Brown (8/21), Matt 
Lamb (8/23), Andrea Fluegel (8/24), and Eleanor Russey (8/27).   

17 Pray for Doctors, Nurses, and Medical Teams as they continue their work caring for 
victims of the pandemic.  

18 Pray for School Administrators, Teachers, Coaches, and Staff as they enter this 
school year with precautions and provisions related to the pandemic. May they make wise 
decisions that keep all staff and students safe and healthy and that enable learning in 
wonderful and creative ways. 

19 Pray for our Synod Executive Committee as they meet today. May they be blessed 
with wisdom as they continue to lead our Synod Ministries and adjust to the challenges 
present in our world today. 

20 Pray for our Synod Endowment Board as they meet today and make decisions for 
how to use these funds wisely to glorify God and spread the Good News. 

21 Pray for parents and students as they prepare for a new school year. May they enter 
with positive attitudes and cooperative spirits. 

22 Pray for all those who are participating in the Stewardship Workshop with 
Grace Pomroy today. May God bless them with new understandings for creating a 
Culture of Generosity. 

23 Pray for teachers, bus drivers, administrators and staff as they prepare their 
rooms, offices and vehicles for the new school year. 

24 Pray for the members of Kinondoni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 
and their NGLS Partner Congregation, Bethel Lutheran Church, Ishpeming. 

25 Pray for families who are taking “children” to college for the first time and 
missing them already.  May these young adults be safe and industrious in their studies 
and find a faith community in their new homes. 

26 Pray for our NGLS Staff as they meet coordinate ministries within our Synod. 

27 Pray for members of Haven Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD; Holy 
Comforter Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Holy Communion Lutheran 
Church, Fallston, MD; and Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Eldersburg, MD. 

28 Pray for all who are participating in the Stewardship’s Flip-Side workshop 
with the Rev. Richard Wehrs at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp today. 

29 Pray for all our ELCA seminary students, especially those from our Synod: Micah 
Cavaleri, Pat Kempf, Krystle Moraska, Carolyn Lawrence, Melissa Salminen, and Sarah 
Sleeter. 

30 Pray for congregations making plans for the fall, adapting to current circumstances 
in their communities and around the world. 

31 Pray for God’s Work, Our Hands planning teams as they put the final touches on 
plans for ministry projects around their communities and the world. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

  



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
          Prayer Calendar – September 2020 

 
1 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 

Cori Johnson (9/07), Grant Van Lishout (9/08), Nancy Kauppi (9/10), Sherry Van 
Lishout (9/12), and Renee MacLeod (9/18). 

2 Pray for the people of the Copper Country Conference as they gather for their 
Walking Together Event today. 

3 Pray for the members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Laurel, MD; Hope 
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Hope Lutheran Church, New Castle, DE; 
and Immanuel Lutheran Church, Manchester, MD. 

4 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: David Murphy (9/06), Gene 
Wickman (9/08), Thomas Skrenes (9/08), Judith Kirchoff (9/09), and Rell Spickerman 
(9/10). 

5 Pray for all our ELCA seminaries and our seminary students, especially Carolyn 
Lawrence. 

6 Pray for Sunday School teachers and leaders who put in countless hours of preparation 
and organization to shape our children’s Christian foundations. 

7 Pray for all workers in this country, past and present on this Labor Day,  
and for advocates who ensure that workers are treated with fairness and integrity. 

8 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: George Olson (9/12), Steven 
Solberg (9/14), and Mary Weinkauf (9/22).   

9 Pray for deacons who celebrate birthdays this month: Arlene Rajala (9/12) 

10 Pray for the people of the Menominee Valley Conference as they gather for 
their Walking Together Event today. 
Today is World Suicide Prevention Day. Pray for all who suffer with depression 
and other mental illnesses. Pray also for doctors, nurses, and counselors who 
treat patients with these illnesses. Pray for our healthcare systems as they find ways 
to provide comprehensive care for those in need. 

11 Pray for our Synod Council members as they meet today and tomorrow at Fortune 
Lake Lutheran Camp. May God guide them and inspire them as they make decisions on 
behalf of our Synod Ministries. 

12 Pray for the people of the Four Rivers Conference as they gather for their 
Walking Together Event today. 

13 Pray for our Companion Synod Committee as they meet at Fortune Lake Lutheran 
Camp today. 

14 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Julie Belew (9/22), Kay Richter (9/23), Greg Mileski, II, (9/24), Timothy Vadis (9/27), 
and Kari Vadis (9/28). 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
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15 For farmers who are harvesting their crops; we pray for good weather and 
sufficient help. 

16 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate their birthdays this month: 
Karen Anne Hanson (9/19), and Jon Babbitt (9/19). 

17 Pray for the people of the Superior Central Conference as they gather for their 
Walking Together Event today. 

18 Pray for congregations in transition, especially: Faith Lutheran Church (Three Lakes) and 
their Interim Pastor John Kuziej; Bethlehem Lutheran Church (Florence) and their 
Interim Pastor Lisa Ubbelohde; and Grace Lutheran Church (Pembine). 

19 Pray for the members of Temeke Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and 
their NGLS partner congregation, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Hancock. 

20 Pray for the people of the Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon Conference as they gather 
for their Walking Together Event today. 

21 Pray for our Synod Lutheran Campus Ministry Committee as they meet today and 
plan for ministry to and with university students in our Synod. 

22 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: David Christenson (9/27), 
Peter Vorhes (9/28), David Tielbar (9/28), and Lee Goodwin (9/29). 

23 Pray for Lutheran Disaster Response teams and Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service workers as they work to bring safe and abundant lives to people in 
need around the world. 

24 Pray for those in prison.  May they know the power of God’s transformative love and 
grace so that they are able to return to productive lives when they are released. 

25 Pray for Quilters and Quilting ministries, those who transport quilts for 
Lutheran World Federation, and those who receive quilts. May their lives be 
enriched and touched by those whom they cannot see. 

26 Pray for Confirmation Students and their teachers as they learn what it means to be 
disciples of Jesus and grow in their lives of faith. 

27 Pray for those who give freely of their time to serve on committees, task forces, and 
councils of our congregations, our synod, and our churchwide organization. 

28 Pray for the members of Israel’s Creek Parish, Woodsboro, MD; Jerusalem 
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Westminster, 
MD; and Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Whiteford, MD. 

29 Pray for First Responders as they work to keep our communities safe and to help those 
in need. 

30 Pray for Road Repair Workers as they fix our roadways. May they be safe as they work 
to improve our travels. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

  
 


