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LIGHT 
Northern “I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert.” ~Isaiah 43.19 
 

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,  

God is indeed doing a new thing, and if we are 

not perceiving it, we haven’t been paying  

attention.  While binging Netflix certainly has  

its place, especially during a pandemic, there is  

value in taking a break now and again, to  

consider what God is up to in these days.  

 

I see God at work as the Church discovers 

again what is necessary and what can be dispensed with.  Many of 

our congregations have taken a hiatus from in-person worship at 

some point.  Some still are, as cases continue to rise in their  

counties making in-person, inside worship irresponsible.  But what 

I think we have discovered is how much we miss in-person, inside 

worship.  We miss the gathering, seeing each other, the liturgy, the 

rhythm, the fellowship, the food, and more.  For something that 

we took for granted in pre-pandemic days, we now know, without 

a doubt, that no matter how necessary online worship is, it will 

never completely replace the blessing of being together as the  

community of faith in worship.   

 

I believe online worship is here to stay.  But we will eventually be 

able to gather again as we did, with singing and trumpets and  

sharing the peace with hand shaking and hugs shared.  Not yet, but 

someday.  We would do well to be patient as that day will not 

come soon, even though we are well past wanting it to be today.   

 

I also think we would do well to acknowledge the power of grief 

and lament in these days.  Grief is a powerful force, even when it 

is unacknowledged.  In these last months, we have experienced 

significant loss.  Even if you have not lost a loved one to  

COVID-19, even if you have not had to navigate what a funeral 

looks like in these days, there is still loss.   

 

Church is not the same.  Gathering with family and friends is not 

the same.  Work and school are not the same. Visiting is not the 

same.  We can’t sing, even if we do gather.  Meetings are canceled 

or online.  “You’re on mute” has become the most frequently  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transitions 
 
We pray God’s blessings upon Pastor Tom Otis and his 
wife, Carlene.  His last day at First, Gladstone was July 
31.  God bless them as they begin this new adventure and 
rhythms of retirement. 
 
We welcome Sister Lori Ward, a new minister of Word 
and Service pending her ordination as a Deacon.  She  
begins her work as Synod Missioner, taking over the  
efforts of Pastor Doug Norquist, to provide oversight to 
our Licensed Lay Ministers.  Sister Lori is also  
coordinating our Lifelong Faith Formation initiative.  
Thanks to Pastor Doug for his efforts as Synod Missioner 
and welcome to Sister Lori. 
 
We pray God’s blessings upon Pastor Bethany Rutten-
Kempees and the people of Christ the King, Escanaba 
as their partnership came to an end.  May God grant a 
spirit of discernment and clarity as they both consider 
next steps. 
 
We celebrate with Zion, Allenville and Bethel, 
Cedarville as they have called Rev. Renee MacLeod to 
be their pastor.   
 
We celebrate with Pastor Sherry Van Lishout who has 
accepted the call to serve as Associate Pastor at  
Ascension, Minocqua.   
 
We welcome Pastor Matthew Deames as interim of St. 
James, Rudyard.  May God bless St. James and Pastor 
Deames as they begin transitional work together. 
 
We welcome Vicar Katy Tomlanovich, a Wartburg  
Collaborative student from the East  Central Synod of 
Wisconsin who has been partnered with Our Savior’s, 
Marinette as her contextual learning and internship 
site.  God bless their learning together! 
 
We welcome Wartburg student Karoline Schwantes as 
intern at Ascension, Minocqua. God bless your ministry 
efforts among us! 
 
Pastor D.J. Rasner has been called to serve the people of 
United, Crystal Falls and Bethany, Amasa.  Pastor  
Rasner began his call on September 16.  We rejoice with 
the people of United and Bethany! 
 
Larry Molloy began serving as interim Licensed Lay 
Minister for Bethany, Mohawk on September 1.  Larry 
also serves the Methodist congregation in Mohawk. We 
rejoice with the community of Mohawk for this  
collaborative shared ministry! 
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uttered sentence in all of history.  We feel ourselves 

stretched thin.  We sigh more often.  We have  

trouble making decisions.  There’s maybe a lack of 

motivation.  A lack of patience, a lack of energy, of 

having a shallow emotional stamina to cope with  

anything else that comes at us.  Maybe you feel your 

reserves are spent, wrung out, dried up, close to tears 

more often than you’d like to own.  This, my dear 

synod, is grief.   

 

When a person is grieving, it helps to see that the 

shadow that is cast, is indeed the power of loss over 

our lives.  This is your cue, to be gentle with  

yourselves.  And since we are all experiencing grief 

in some capacity, then please be patient and gentle 

with each other as well.  Grief can present as anger, 

as a quick temper, as impatience.  So I ask you 

again, breathe deep, and exhale.  Do not let fear, or 

grief, or all that comes with it, steal your joy,  

undermine your faith, or add to your worry.  God is 

up to something.  God is at work.  And God is with 

you, and your congregation, and your pastor, and 

your leaders, as you together figure out, in prayerful 

discernment, how to meet our current challenges.  

 

As we continue to journey through these wilderness 

days, these days darkened by the shadows of death 

and loss, be comforted as it is precisely at these 

times that Christ our Lord promises to be with you.  

Though we walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, Christ is with you.  And God will indeed 

make a way in the 

wilderness and will 

guide us along that 

way toward all that 

we are becoming and 

all that God would 

have us be. 

 

I pray that you have 

such a sense of God’s 

presence with you, that your spirit will find peace, 

that your fears will be at rest, and you will be  

surprised by joy and unexpected blessing. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Bishop Katherine Finegan 

 



 

Assistant to the Bishop/DEM, Pastor Jim Duehring  

 
“And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

Luke 18:8b 
 

 
This passage from Luke’s Gospel is from the parable of the “Persistent Widow.”  The widow is persistent 
in her cry for justice before a judge.  The judge in the parable is not all that admirable, yet the judge grants 
the justice the widow longs for.  The parable concludes with comparing 
this earthly judge—who feared neither God nor had respect for  
people—with our Godly judge, who has power to grant justice to those 
who cry out.  Yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth? 
 
That phrase, “will he find faith on earth?” truly strikes me as powerful.  
  
I hope that God sees faith in me.  Though my faith is weak at times, my 
faith is real and carries me through the challenges of life.  My faith has 
me crying out for justice on earth and not only for my own safety and 
comfort.  Perhaps you have been a person who has cried out for justice from time to time.  That cry for 
justice ultimately connects us to neighbor.  And Christians are to have love for our neighbors. 
  
My faith is ultimately not in the human systems we create, but in the one holy and true judge of us all.   
Yet, like the persistent widow, I do cry out to imperfect human “judges” for justice.  I find myself in  
imperfect systems and cry out that they become better.  I thank God for those who protect the vulnerable 
in our society.  That longing for justice is part of what it is to be human and to be a person of faith.  People 
of faith should see and name the wrongs in society, and then pray and work for justice.  
 
In our baptismal liturgy, we see the naming of five gifts of discipleship that are to mark the lives of the 
baptized: 

1. to live among God’s faithful people. 
2. to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper. 
3. to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed. 
4. to serve all people following the example of Jesus. 
5. to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

 
Is God seeing those marks of discipleship in you and me?   Is this Christian faith making a difference in 
the baptized children of God?   
 
Even if we have not been able to share in the Lord’s Supper as regularly as we would like, we have plenty 
of ways (4 other marks of discipleship) to be faithful Christian people.  Even if we can’t always publicly 
gather for in-person worship, can we not serve all people following the example of Jesus?  
 
Our Christian faith is never meant to be a commodity that we own.  It’s all about grace.  And having  
received that unconditional grace through the love of Christ, the Spirit of the Living God, empowers us, 
beckons us to be different in the world.   
 
Our crying out and working for justice and peace is a mark of faith.  Come Lord Jesus.  Come Holy Judge!  

 

AMEN 

Northern Light Page 3 



 

 

A Year of Discovery 
The Northern Great Lakes 

Synod declared May 2020 to 

May 2021 as a “Year of  

Discovery.” 

 

It is a call for our synod 

members to better  

understand the history,  

heritage and culture of  

Native American peoples, to 

reflect on the historical content of the Doctrine of  

Discovery, and to engage in dialogue with Native 

American siblings.  

 

To learn more, go to the synod homepage 

(www.nglsynod.org) to find a variety of resources 

to begin your study.  We encourage individuals and 

groups within congregations to engage in this 

“Year of Discovery.”  If you wish for further  

guidance or resources on how to do something in 

your congregation, please contact Pastor Jim  

Duehring at the synod office

(jduehring@nglsynod.org).  We have members 

from the “Year of Discovery” Task Force who 

could be available to assist you in your, “Year of 

Discovery.”   

 

For Whom the Bell Tolls… 
As of this writing (September 15, 2020), 194,000 

people have died of Covid 19 in the U.S.   

Worldwide the number is 917,000 (as per CDC and 

WHO). Each death represents a grieving family, a 

loss suffered, the absence of a loved one felt.   

 

Sunday, November 1 is All Saints Day.  This is a 

day that our Church remembers our beloved dead.  

On this day, we will also remember the many who 

have died during this pandemic. 

 

Please include all those 

who grieve in your 

prayers during worship 

and your personal  

devotions.  And you are 

also invited to ring your 
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church funeral bell for five minutes at 12 noon CT/ 

1 pm ET.  Our Roman Catholic, Episcopal, and 

Methodist siblings, in addition to all community 

churches, are also being invited to remember the 

dead in this way. 
 

“Whether we live, or whether we die,  

we are the Lord’s.” 
 

May God comfort all who mourn as we surround 

the grieving with the warm embrace of  

communities of faith and the love of God in Christ 

Jesus.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT! 
SYNOD ASSEMBLY 2021 WILL BE ONLINE 

 

On September 11, the Synod Council passed a  

motion to begin plans for an online assembly in 

May of 2021.  Their reasons for doing so include 

the following: 
 

• The timeline for the availability of a vaccine 

remains unclear. Large gatherings may still not 

be possible or advisable. 

• Congregations are planning their budgets for 

2021.  

• Congregations can appoint/recruit voting  

members who will have time to prepare to be 

online participants. 

• The planning team has time to make             

arrangements.  Energy will be spent putting 

together a good online assembly rather than 

scrambling in a last-minute shift. 

• Opportunities for in-person gatherings may be 

more possible in the Fall of 2021 for our    

Conference Walking Together events. 
 

The online assembly agenda has yet to be decided.  

However, participants can plan on the assembly 

taking place over the course of May 13 – 15, 2021.  

Times and agenda will be available in March of 

2021. 

 

Included in our business meeting will be voting for 

Churchwide Assembly 2022 participants, members 

of the Consultation and Discipline committees, and 

on the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery. 

http://www.nglsynod.org
mailto:jduehring@nglsynod.org


 

 

Sunday, October 11, 2020 
“God laid His hand upon them,  

and breathed hope into their spirits. 

He filled them with His strength, 

and placed a message of urgency around their 

lives. 

God challenged them to greater works 

than He had ever done.  

Then, with His own hand of blessing,  

He wrapped them up in His mantle of love 

and called them Pastors.” 

~Author Unknown 

 

Let’s celebrate all of our Pastors and  

Licensed Lay Ministers as the wonderful leaders 

and friends they are to us all, especially during 

this time.   

 

Synod-Wide Online Worship 
Mark your calendars and join us for a special 
Reformation worship on Sunday, October 25!  
The service will be pre-recorded and available 
prior to that weekend.  Pastors/congregations 
are invited to use the service in its entirety or 

the sermon will be available separately.   

Page 5 Northern Light 

 

Fall Curriculum Ideas 
Imagine people of ALL ages living their faith, 

claiming their Christian identity, and sharing 

God’s love in the world in creative and  

unique ways.   

The ELCA offers curated Christian faith  

formation resources so you don’t have to scour 

the internet yourself.  Visit the Faith Formation 

website (ministrylinks.online) for creative,  

virtual resource options.   

 

All Pastors, Licensed Lay Ministers and Lay 

Preachers are invited to this training, which seeks 

to prevent difficulties and conflict that can result 

from unhealthy boundaries and behavior.   

Rev. Jennifer Arnold will lead this workshop.   
 

Saturday, October 10 via Zoom 
9-11:30 am CT & 12:30-2:30 pm CT 

10 am-12:30 pm ET & 1:30-3:30 pm ET 
 

The cost of this event is $5 and space is limited to 

30 participants.  Visit the Upcoming Events  

section on our website (nglsynod.org) to register 

online today!   

 

Prayers of Remembrance 

Our deepest sympathies to the  
families of Rev. Douglas K. Pohlman 
at his death on June 19 and Rev.  
Edward M. Groop at his death on July 
10.  May God’s comforting arms  
surround them and may their memories 
be blessed in our midst.   
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Answer the Call 
Holy Trinity, Chassell 

 
Bishop’s Discretionary 

Rev. Grant Van Lishout 
 

ELCA Disaster Funds 
Salem, Ironwood 

Bethany, Ishpeming 
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 

All Saints, Wakefield 
 

ELCA Good Gifts 
Immanuel, Escanaba 
Bethany, Gladstone 

 
Equipping the Saints Endowment 

Fund 
St. Paul, Ironwood 

Zion, Ironwood 
Estate of Jerry Rasner 

Rev. Grant Van Lishout 
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Immanuel, Escanaba 

Grace, Gwinn 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 

Immanuel, Negaunee 
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 

 
Lutheran Immigration & Refugee 

Services  
St. Paul, Ironwood 

 
Lutheran Social Services 

Emanuel, Skandia 
 

Lutheran World Relief 
Salem, Ironwood 

Prince of Peace, Marquette 
Zion, Marinette 

Calvary, Minocqua 
 
 
 
 

NGLS Leadership Support 
Mission United, Pelkie 

 
NGLS Mission Outreach 

 Immanuel, Escanaba 
 Rev. Dave and Arlene Van Kley 

  
NGLS Seminarian Support 

Immanuel, Negaunee 
Bethany, Norway 

 
Skogman Scholarship Fund 

Dirk & Sue Manson 
 

Skrenes Fund for Ministry 
 Immanuel, Negaunee 

Jeff Skrenes 
Bishop Tom & Luanne Skrenes 

 
World Missionary Support 

Grace, Pembine 

Northern Light 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1-5 Conference of Bishops 
 
7 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the Synod     

Office  
 
7 Synod Nominating Committee, 7 pm ET via 

Zoom 
 
8 Delta Conference Walking Together Event via 

Zoom, 6-8 pm ET 
 
10 Boundaries Training via Zoom, 10 am-3:30 pm 

ET 
 
17 Headwaters Walking Together Event via Zoom, 

9:30-11:30 am CT 
 

 

22 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the Synod     
Office  

 

24 Three Lakes Conference Walking Together 
Event via Zoom, 12-2 pm ET 

 
25 Synod-wide Reformation Online Worship 
 
26 Worship Committee, 10:30 am via Zoom 
 
26-27 Virtual Autumn Leadership Event for Rostered 

Leaders, 9:30 am-4 pm ET 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Bell Ringing, 12 pm CT/1 pm ET 
 
9-11 First Call Theological Event  
 
19 Endowment Fund Board, 6:30 pm via Zoom 

Thank you to the following donors for their generous support  
of the work of Christ in and through our Synod. 

Northern Great Lakes Synod Calendar 
Stay up to date on meeting times and places by visiting the Synod website, nglsynod.org! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

“We thank you, our creator, for all things bright and good, 
The seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food. 

No gifts have we to offer for all your love imparts,  
but what you most would treasure—our humble, thankful hearts.” (ELW #681) 

 
It is with humble hearts that we thank the congregations of this Synod for their generous support during this 
challenging time.  Your gifts enable the work of Christ to continue, in a different fashion possibly, but with 
hope for the future.  Mission support giving through August continues well above 2019, while designated 
gifts have fallen almost 15% (due in part to being unable to receive a World Hunger offering at Synod       
Assembly).  As we come to the final quarter of 2020 and the traditional season of giving, may we remember 
with thankful hearts all God has provided that make our lives truly blessed and share as we are able. 
          - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 

As of 8/31 2019 2020 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 807,474 796,322 -11,152 -1.4% 

Amount Received 470,780 495,210 +24,430 +5.2% 

Designated Gifts 112,763   96,068 -16,695 -14.8% 
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 

Full-Time 

Immanuel, Escanaba—Rev. Dennis Meyette 

Grace, Gwinn—Rev. Warren Geier 

Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej 

Community, Palmer and Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM 

Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde 

Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM 

All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Sue Johnson 

St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Deames 

Grace, Pembine—Rev. Paul Heykes 

First, Gladstone—Rev. Dennis Meyette 

First, Iron River—Rev. D.J. Rasner 

Christ the King, Escanaba—Rev. Keith Kolstad 

Faith, Sault Ste. Marie—Rev. Melinda VanderSys 
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Prayfaithfully  
 

NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule 
October & November 2020 

October 4-10 Pauline Kiltinen 

October 11-17 David & Mary Lou Blomquist 

October 18-24 Pastor Doug Schoen 

October 25-31 Pastor Julie Belew 

November 1-7 TBA 

November 8-14 TBA 

November 15-21 Synodical Women’s Organization 

November 22-28 Pamela Long 

November 29-December 5 Susan Anderson 

Synod Website: 
www.nglsynod.org 

 
Find us on Facebook 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fimages%2Fvalentine-clip-art-valentines-day-clipart-free-clip-art-valentines-free-valentines-clip-art-535_475.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fsingle%2F116951.html&docid=xUHakHJti87ncM&
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fclover-clip-art-FourLeafClover2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fclipart_images%2Ffour-leaf-clover-clipart-1668636&docid=go3nTYNYChXtjM&tbnid=OgRbens7kqeJ4M%3A&v
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           Prayer Calendar – October 2020 
 

1 Pray for our ELCA Bishops as they meet at the Conference of Bishops today through 
October 5. Especially, we give thanks for those who are newly elected and will begin 
serving in their new calls during this difficult time in our world and our church. 

2 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Don Ludemann (10/04), Tom Wickstrom (10/05), Ken Carlson (10/05), George Candea-
Kromm (10/7), and Doug Johnson (10/15). 

3 Pray for all attending the Fortune Lake Fall Fest online today. Pray also for the 
Fortune Lake Staff and all who visit our Lutheran Camps throughout the year. 

4 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate their birthdays this month:  
Larry Molloy (10/28). 

5 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Timothy Vadis (10/05), 
David Echelbarger (10/08), Kenneth Carlson (10/13), and Maxine Gray (10/16). 

6 Pray for the members of Journey of Faith Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Joy 
Reigns Lutheran Church, Edgewater, MD; Keysville Lutheran Church, 
Keymar, MD; and Lazarus Lutheran Church, Lineboro, MD. 

7 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today to plan and coordinate events and activities 
throughout our Synod. 
Pray for our Synod Assembly Nominating Committee as they gather online to 
prepare for the spring assembly. Pray also for those who will be nominated to serve 
in positions of leadership around our Synod. 

8 Pray for the Delta Conference as they gather online for their Walking Together 
event today. 

9 Pray for all who have lost loved ones and homes in the midst of disasters – fires, 
hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, wars, and the pandemic. Offer prayers of thanks for all 
who have donated to and volunteered with Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service, and Lutheran World Relief to help them. 

10 Pray for those gathering online for the Boundaries Training Workshop and for 
Rev. Jennifer Arnold as she leads this workshop.  

Pray also for U.P. Wild as they gather for a Holy Hike through God’s creation. 

11 Pray for all pastors on Clergy Appreciation Day.  We thank God for their presence 
among us: preaching the Word, presiding over the Sacraments, being present in the midst 
of crisis or grief, guiding, teaching, listening, challenging us to take new directions, and 
being examples of God’s love. 

12 October 10 was World Mental Health Day and the stress of the pandemic has increased 
the need for mental health awareness and care. Pray for all those suffering from 
mental illness and for their families and medical care professionals. Pray also 
that health care systems and insurance companies do their best to care for those in need. 

13 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Duane Priebe (10/24), Richard Likeness (10/26), Melinda VanderSys (10/29), and Judy 
Kirchoff (10/31). 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


14 Pray for all our Seminary Students, as they continue their studies and preparation for 
rostered service in our Church. 

15 Pray for people who are homeless, refugees, and living in shelters. May they 
know God’s love through the work of diligent caregivers and advocates. 

16 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Dale Skogman (10/21), 
Stephen Gauger (10/28), Kari Vadis (10/28), and Alex Ross (10/29).   

17 Pray for the Headwaters Conference as they gather online for their Walking 
Together event today. 

18 Pray for the members of Light of Christ Lutheran Church, New Market, MD; 
Living Grace Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD; Living Water Lutheran 
Church, Stevensville, MD; and Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD. 

19 Pray for peace throughout the world and for world leaders to work together toward 
ending violence of all kinds, especially violence directed at women and children and 
violence based upon religious or ethnic prejudice. 

20 Pray for students as they celebrate homecoming events. May they all be safe in the 
midst of these joyous events. 

21 Pray for the members of Kijitonyama Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 
and their partner congregation, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Iron Mountain. 

22 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today to plan and coordinate events and activities 
throughout our Synod. 

23 Pray for students, staff, and faculty at colleges and universities as they continue 
to teach and learn amid the challenges of the global pandemic. 

24 Pray for the Three Lakes Conference as they gather online for their Walking 
Together event today. 

25 Pray for all members of our Synod as we gather online for a Synod-wide 
Worship today, commemorating the Reformation. 

26 Pray for our Synod Worship Committee as they meet online today to plan worships 
for our Synod Assembly and for other events around our Synod. 

Pray also for those gathered online for the Autumn Leadership event for 
Rostered Leaders. 

27 Pray for those gathered online for the Autumn Leadership event for Rostered 
Leaders. 

28 Pray for quilters and Lutheran World Relief quilt ministries as the quilts are 
gathered and transported around the world. 

29 Pray for creation and all of God’s creatures as they also face natural and human-
created disasters that destroy their homes and environments. 

30 Pray for all those whose loved ones have died from COVID-19 and all those 
living with continuing disabilities caused by the disease. 

31 Pray that the God who reformed the church through Martin Luther 
and other teachers five centuries ago may continue to reform – and 
transform – the church today. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 
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         Prayer Calendar – November 2020 
 

1 On this All Saints’ Day remember with thanksgiving those extended family, friends, 
pastors, and teachers who have gone before us and pray for those who are grieving the 
loss of loved ones. Pray also for all the “new saints” among us who have been baptized 
in recent months.                                                                                                                                                    

2 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Katherine Finegan (11/03), 
LaVonne Stephenson (11/09), George Candea-Kromm (11/11), Mike Laakko (11/13), and 
Warren Geier (11/13). 

3 Pray for all voters and elected officials as citizens of the USA go to the polls today. May we 
all vote and lead in accord with God’s ways and wisdom. 

4 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Jennie Johnson Wrege (11/09), Tom Skrenes (11/16), and Steven Anderson (11/28). 

5 Pray for all congregations in the process of calling rostered leaders and all pastors 
and deacons who are looking for new calls. May God guide them in the midst of their 
discerning. 

6 November is National Adoption Month. Pray for families touched by adoption – 
those who have adopted a child, those who have given a child to others through 
adoption, those who grieve due to miscarriage or infertility, and those who wonder 
what their next steps will be. 

7 Pray for Faith Lutheran Church, Sault Ste. Marie, and their Pastor Rita Chirala, as 
they continue to work with the U.S. Immigration System so that Pastor Rita will receive her 
Visa to work in the United States. 

8 Pray for the members of Luther Chapel Lutheran Church, Jefferson, MD; Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Messiah Lutheran Church, Sykesville, MD; and 
Mt. Joy Lutheran Chruch, Gettysburg, PA. 

9 Pray for all First Call Pastors and Deacons, especially those gathering online for an 
educational event November 9-11. 

10 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Andy Hill 
(11/28).  Pray for our Synod Missioner who celebrates a birthday this month:  Lori 
Ward (11/28). 

11 On this Veterans Day, we pray for all the brave men and women who have served 
in our armed forces. We thank them for defending our nation, its people, and standing up 
for oppressed people everywhere. We ask God to heal those who are facing PTSD and other 
physical and psychological injuries.  

12 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Christina Forsythe (11/14), Earl 
Bergh (11/20), Tom Wickstrom (11/22), David Van Kley (11/25), Molly Eversoll (11/29), and 
Lisa Ubbelohde (11/29). 

13 Pray for all hunters – may this season be safe and successful. 

14 Pray for all seasonal workers who come into new situations and face challenges and 
impatient customers or clients. May we all be more kind and considerate as we work together 
during this busy season. 
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15 Pray for congregations in transition as they seek rostered leaders, discern where God 
is calling them, and continue ministry during this time of transition, especially First 
Lutheran, Gladstone, and their Administrative Interim Pastor Dennis Mayette; and First 
Lutheran, Iron River, and their Administrative Interim Pastor D.J. Rasner. 

16 Pray for all seminary students, especially Melissa Salminen, as they prepare for 
rostered leadership in our Church. 

17 Pray for ecumenical partnerships across our Synod and throughout the ELCA. 
May we always celebrate our unity in Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

18 Pray for children who are victims of bullying by others; that their teachers, 
counselors, and especially other children will help to support them. 

19 Pray for our Synod Endowment Fund Board as they meet via ZOOM today to plan 
and make decisions for the use of these funds for ministry. 

20 Pray for prayer ministries across our synod – prayer services, prayer chains, prayer 
shawls, prayer beads, and the many other ways that prayers are lifted up to God for those 
in need and those who rejoice. 

21 Pray for the members of Azania Front Cathedral, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and for 
their NGLS partner congregation Messiah Lutheran Church, Marquette. 

22  On this Christ the King Sunday, we pray that we may follow our Lord and King 
faithfully and fully … even to the cross … and give our whole lives to carrying out his 
mission in our world. 

23 In these days of emphasis on stewardship, we pray that we may become better 
stewards of all that God has given us: our planet and its resources, ourselves, our 
time, our talents, and our possessions; all signs of God’s gracious love. 

24 Pray for all who grieve during the holidays due to broken families, lost loved ones, or 
other situations. May we all reach out to those who are lonely or hurting during these times 
when the pressure to be joy-filled is so great. 

25 Pray for the members of Mt. Joy-Harney Parish, Gettysburg, PA; Mt. Moriah 
Lutheran Church, Smithsburg, MD; Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church, Clear Spring, 
MD; and Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church, Rocky Ridge, MD. 

26 We give thanks this day for the blessings God has bestowed upon us – 
the blessings we see around us in our daily lives; our health, families, and 
friends; the blessings that we overlook; and most of all the blessings of hope 
which we have in our Lord, Jesus Christ.        

27 Pray for generous hearts on this “Giving Tuesday” – that all ministries will be blessed to 
the glory of God in the work that they do for God’s people. 

28 Pray for prisoners and their families as so many gather to celebrate the holidays. May 
they find comfort in God’s loving arms. 

29 On this First Sunday of Advent light a candle and pray for our Lord’s presence to 
come more fully into your life and the lives of all people. 

30 Pray for all who travel during this holiday season. May they celebrate safe arrivals and 
safe returns home.  

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”  


