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LIGHT 
Northern "Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to  

pieces, I would still plant my apple tree." 
     ~Attributed to Martin Luther  

 
 

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod, 
 
Have you ever seen a new tree planted that has 
two supports added?  I’m thinking of a young 
tree that stands between two poles to which are 
attached a tether, each pulling the tree in the 
opposite direction.  Not only do these supports 
help guard against windstorms, but they ensure 
that the young tree grows up straight and true 
between the opposing tensions of being pulled 
in opposite directions.   
 
So too, I imagine, do the opposing pulls of the Democrat and  
Republican parties do the same for our country.  Blue and red 
need each other; right and left, conservative and liberal.  We need 
the dichotomy, the tension of opposing forces, the disagreement, 
so that we can grow, straight and true somewhere in the middle. 
I can only imagine what the tree feels as it is being pulled in two 
opposite directions, but I would guess it is something like what 
our country is feeling now.  When considering the election results, 
some feel relief and even elation, others feel disappointment and 
even anger.  Never before have so many voted.  Never before has 
the country offered such clear and disturbing statistics for how 
many are pulling in opposing directions.  We are polarized,  
standing in support on opposite sides of the tree, pulling with all 
we’ve got, and yet, if one side has too much influence, the tree 
will bend.  There is value in having each side pull, so that our 
country can grow straight and true somewhere in the middle. 
 
What then does this mean for ministry? 
 
It is curious to me how 100% of our congregation members can 
agree that Jesus Christ is Lord, but we do not agree on what that 
means, how that impacts our vote, and how we embody that  
conviction in our ministry efforts.  But then again, the church is 
not known for its level of agreement except for the conviction that 
Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 
When political convictions run deep, when we feel the tension of 
being pulled in opposing directions, when we are grieved by the 
lack of agreement and  the swirl of emotions and the resentment 
towards those who are pulling the opposing tether, I urge you to 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

apple tree.  In November of 2018, I was invited to 
participate in the retreat for newly elected leaders 
sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation.  In  
observance of the 500th anniversary of the  
Reformation, I planted an apple tree on behalf of our 
synod in Wittenberg, Germany.  We are Tree #468, 
and if you are ever in Wittenberg, please feel free to 
find our tree and take a picture. 
 
Because even if the world goes to pieces, Jesus 
Christ is Lord and you and I are invited, encouraged, 
indeed, we are called and equipped to be his  
presence in the world.  And that, my dear friends, 
colleagues, and congregational members, is no small 
thing. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Bishop Katherine Finegan 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Transitions 

Pastor Rita William Chirala started her call 
at Faith, Sault Ste. Marie on November 1 after  
receiving confirmation of her visa status.  We rejoice 
with Pastor Rita and the people of Faith who have 
waited many months for her to begin her pastoral 
ministry there. 
 
 

Prayers of  
Remembrance 

We hold Pastor Tom and Sue Wickstrom 
and organist Lucas Wickstrom in our  
prayers at the death of their daughter and 
sister, Michelle Brendalen.  May God’s 
peace and comfort surround all those who 
mourn.   
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extend some grace. 
 
Forgive others for not voting as you did.  Forgive 
others for not championing the same convictions that 
you hold dear.  And turn your efforts, your attention, 
your energy to push and pull the growth toward and 
into the work of Christ. 
 
We are not going to agree as a country, and not even 
as congregation, but we can agree that we are invited 
to participate in the breaking in of the kingdom of 
God.  We are called to bear the light of Christ.  And 
our efforts in ministry are strengthened when we 
work together towards some goal, some embodiment 
of the presence of Christ in the world.  Feed the  
hungry.  Clothe the naked.  Comfort the afflicted.  
There is blessing and life-giving growth as we  
concentrate on the nuts and bolts of our faith.   
 
Yes, there is still the pandemic which is no small 
challenge.  But consider that it is an additional tether, 
another added tension.  Don’t let that get in the way 
of you and your congregation growing straight and 
true and keeping the thing, the thing.  Jesus Christ is 
Lord.  And more than that, Jesus Christ is your Lord, 
your Lord and Savior.  The rest is just…tension,  
albeit challenging, grieving, thick, and concerning 
tension, but through which we grow straight and 
true.  
  
In the midst of this tension, God is at work.  As we 
consider our own convictions with humility, and the 
convictions of our friends and neighbors with grace 
and forgiveness, we will find our way forward, as a 
country and as congregations called to serve the 
work of Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And whether or not you believe the world is going to 
pieces, I am glad to remind you that the Northern 
Great Lakes Synod has indeed already planted an 



 

Assistant to the Bishop/DEM, Pastor Jim Duehring  
 
 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 
Hebrews 11:1 (NRSV) 

 
 

African Impalas are amazing creatures; they can jump to 
a height of over 10 feet and cover a distance greater than 
30 feet—all in one leap!  Yet, these fleet-footed creatures 
can be kept in an enclosure with only a simple, 3-foot 
high wall.  Why?  Impalas, for all their extraordinary, 
God-given capacities, will not jump if they can't see 
where their feet will land.  As people of God, do we have 
more in common with these antelopes than we would care 
to admit?  Able to take great leaps of faith, do we refuse 
to do so unless we can see where we'll land?  
 
A common phrase that I’ve been hearing lately is, “I 
don’t know.”  That could be the answer to a multiplicity 
of questions during these pandemic times.  “I don’t know 
whether or not we can meet in person.”  “I don’t know 
when we will return to normal.”  “I don’t know whether or not we will travel for Christmas.”    
 
Yet, even during these unusual—but not totally unprecedented times—I’ve seen people take leaps of faith 
even when they weren’t sure where they would land.  I’ve seen churches and people adapt and change and 
flex muscles of resiliency they didn’t even know that they had.  Livestreaming a worship service!  We 
never would have dreamed of such a thing.  Having church council members calling members of the  
congregation to check in on them!  We never would have thought that necessary before the pandemic.  
Having outdoor worship in the parking lot or city park even when it’s 45 degrees!  Setting up online  
giving options on our church website!  We had deemed that unnecessary for our aging congregation. 
 
People of faith have always faced challenges.  We can cower in abject fear unable to make any decisions 
at all because we are unsure, or we can take a leap.  Faith leaps believing that it WILL land.  Faith  
recognizes God’s presence even when we don’t have all the answers.   
 
Martin Luther said this about faith:  “Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and  
certain that a person could stake their life on it a thousand times. I know not the way God leads me, but 
well do I know my Guide.” 
 
P.S.  The most Christ-like “leaping” is done not out of selfishness but out of consideration for the needs of 
the other.  
 
Leaping with you in faith,  
Pastor Jim Duehring 
Assistant to the Bishop, DEM   
           
 
Prayer for the Sojourner 
O God you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet  
untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, 
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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 Stewardship Video Vignettes 
Check out these short video 
vignettes at the website  
address below from the 
ELCA.  They will inspire 
you to think about the wide 
aspects of Stewardship. 

  

https://vimeo.com/showcase/6659683 
 

A few ideas of where you could use the videos in 
your congregation might include:  a church council 
meeting, Bible study, new member class, as part of 
a sermon series or for your family devotions.   

 
Synod-Wide Christmas Eve 

Worship Broadcast 
The Northern Great Lakes Synod is hosting a  
Christmas worship service that will be televised on 
WLUC and FOX-UP!  The tentative days and times 
of the broadcast are listed below, but please be sure 
to check the Synod website, Facebook page and  
E-Notes for updates leading up to Christmas.   
Gather your household in the living room and enjoy 
this special event! 

Christmas Eve 
WLUC:  4-5 pm ET  

FOX-UP:  7-8 pm ET 
 

Christmas Day 
WLUC:  12-1 pm ET  

FOX-UP:  9-10 am ET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 Synod Assembly 
In case you haven’t heard, Synod Assembly 2021 
will be online!!  To avoid screen fatigue, we will be 
announcing dates and times for when and how the 
WHOLE synod can be involved in workshops and 
Synod-wide worship and orientation for voting 
members.  We will have a Synod Assembly WEEK 
with opportunities all week for engagement,  
discussion, worship, and information.  Stay tuned 
for more info! 
 

Virtual Clergy Spouse  
Spiritual Recharge  

Join clergy spouses from 
across the synod on  
Thursday, January 28, 2021 
at 6 pm CT / 7 pm ET for an 
informal gathering via Zoom. There will be time to 
check in with each other, meet new and old friends, 
and hear from our Portico representative, Jennifer 
Prinz. Jennifer's presentation, Spiritual Recharge: 
Grounded in the Home, will help unpack the  
interconnectedness between our homes, our  
neighborhood, and God. We will explore how  
nurturing these connections may lead to greater 
empathy and new ways to express our faith. 
 
Pre-registration is not required; however, if you are 
currently not on the clergy spouse email list and 
would like to be added, please email  
sehle@uwalumni.com with your contact  
information. Additional information will be 
emailed to spouses on the list. 
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december 

More Valuable Than Gold 
by Janet Dellaria, Ph.D. of Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Trout Creek, MI 
A poem offered in response to her experience of 

ringing the church bells and remembering her own 
loved ones on All Saints’ Day.  

 
Tears in our Eyes 
Heaviness in our Hearts 
We Rang the Church Bells 
Honoring … 
Honoring … 
Honoring those we Love 
Our Dearly Beloveds 
Who have Gone On … 
Leaving that hole in – 
In Our Hearts 
That Hole … 
That Hole which was created 
When Their Physical Presence 
Was Gone … 
Was Gone … 
Was Gone … 
Love and only Love 
Can fill that Emptiness – 
Our Continuing to Love them 
Our Rejoycing in having 
All that Love and Happiness 
In our Daily Lives 
And Blessing those Memories … 
Memories … 
Memories … 
Like those Church Bells 
Ringing … 
Ringing … 
Ringing … 
More Precious than Gold 
To Love and Be Loved 
And to Be Remembered 
Remembered … 
Remembered … 
Remembered … 
With the Joyous Sound 
Of the Church Bells – 
More Precious than ALL 
The Gold in this World! 
Our Love Never Ends … 
Never Ends … 
Never Ends … 
Never Ends … 

Northern Great Lakes  
Synod Calendar 

Stay up to date on meeting times and places by visiting the 
Synod website, nglsynod.org! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
1 Bishop mentoring at ELCA Bishop’s  
 Formation 
1 Bishop at LSS Board Meeting via Zoom 
4-5 Candidacy Meeting 
10 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 
24-25 Synod-Wide Christmas Worship on TV6 
24-25 Synod Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Synod Office Closed 
6 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 
7 Executive Committee Meeting, 10 am ET via 

Zoom 
11-13 Assistant to the Bishop attending  
 Systems Academy online 
11 Worship Committee Meeting, 7 pm ET via 

Zoom 
16 Synod Council, 9 am-12 pm ET via Zoom 
20 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 
24 Companion Synod Committee, 4 pm ET via 

Zoom 
25 Lutheran Campus Ministry  
 Meeting, 11 am ET via Zoom 
28  Virtual Clergy Spouse Spiritual Recharge,  
 7 pm ET via Zoom 
 

Important Reminders 
As 2020 comes to a close and our fiscal year ends in 
January, please note several important dates and  
documents that need to be sent to the Synod Office: 

 
Statements of Intent (coming your way soon!) 

Congregation Annual Reports 
January 11, 2021 

Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod office so 
that 2020 benevolence gifts can be credited to  

2020 giving. 
February 10, 2021 

Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod office so 
that January 2021 giving can be credited to the  

Synod fiscal year. 
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Thank you to the following donors for their generous  support of the work of Christ in and through our Synod. 

ELCA Disaster Funds 
Marilyn Andrew 

Kathy Bero 
David & Mary Lou Blomquist 

Pioneer Lake, Conover 
IGO Conference 
Lynn DeRoche 

Immanuel, Escanaba 
First, Ewen 
Sandra Gill 

Rev. Ann Gonyea 
Barbara & William Greene 

Kevin Hemmila 
Salem, Ironwood 

Bethany, Ishpeming 
Alan Johnson 
Debra Johnson 

Rev. Sue Johnson 
Zion, Marinette 

Prince of Peace, Marquette 
Ascension, Minocqua 
Calvary, Minocqua 
Bethany, Mohawk 

Rev. Doug & Shirley Norquist 
Mission United, Pelkie 

Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
John & Sandi Siegmeier 

Susy Swanson 
Rev. Grant Van Lishout 

Nadine Wachholz 
 

ELCA Good Gifts 
Calvary, Rapid River 
Rev. Diane Srutowski 

 
Equipping the Saints  

Endowment Fund 
Marilyn Andrew 

Kathy Bero 
David & Mary Lou Blomquist 

Lynn DeRoche 

First, Ewen 
Sandra Gill 

Rev. Ann Gonyea 
Barbara & William Greene 

Kevin Hemmila 
Zion, Ironwood 
Alan Johnson 
Debra Johnson 

Rev. Sue Johnson 
Zion, Marinette 

Rev. Doug & Shirley Norquist 
Joyce Peterson 

John & Sandi Siegmeier 
Susy Swanson 

Rev. Grant Van Lishout 
Nadine Wachholz 

 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 

Grace, Gwinn 
Trinity, Ishpeming 

Prince of Peace, Marquette 
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 

Calvary, Rapid River 
 

Lutheran Social Services 
Trinity, Ishpeming 

 
Lutheran World Relief 

St. Paul, Ironwood 
Zion, Marinette 

Calvary, Rapid River 
Zion, Ironwood 
Zion, Marinette 

Bethany, Mohawk 
 

NGLS Leadership Support 
Kent & Sandra Anderson 

Bethany, Escanaba 
Trinity, Ishpeming 

Ascension, Minocqua 
 

NGLS Mission Outreach 
Immanuel, Escanaba 

Grace, Pembine 
  

NGLS Seminarian Support 
Faith, Sault Ste. Marie 

 
Skogman Scholarship Fund 

Dirk & Sue Manson 
 

Skrenes Fund for Ministry 
Bishop Tom & Luanne Skrenes 

Thrivent 
  

Tanzania Projects 
Brian & Danielle Anderson 

David & Mary Lou Blomquist 
Jonelle Collins 

Rev. Jim Duehring 
Ken & Bonnie Groh 

James Hayward 
St. Paul, Ironwood 

Bruce & Michelle Johnson 
Darley Kemppainen 

John & Pauline Kiltinen 
Rev. Bob & Deloris Langseth 

Barbara & Gerald Ojibway 
Joyce Peterson 

Judy Quirk 
Rev. D.J. & Amanda Rasner 

Dave & Tracy Rowe 
Bishop Tom & Luanne Skrenes 

Kathryn & Albert Sundine 
St. Paul, Mass City 

 
World Missionary Support 

Mission United, Pelkie 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

As of 10/31 2019 2020 $ Change % Change 
Pledged Amount 807,474 796,322 -11,152 -1.4% 

Amount Received 602,633 633,144 +30,511 +5% 

Designated Gifts 137,320 115,076 -22,244 -16.2% 
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 
Full-Time 

Immanuel, Escanaba—Rev. Dennis Meyette 
Grace, Gwinn—Rev. Warren Geier 

Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej 
Community, Palmer and Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM 

Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde 
Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM 

All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Sue Johnson 
St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Deames 

Grace, Pembine—Rev. Paul Heykes 
First, Gladstone—Rev. Dennis Meyette 

First, Iron River—Rev. D.J. Rasner 
Christ the King, Escanaba—Rev. Dave Johnson 

“As they offered gifts most rare at thy cradle, rude and bare,  
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,  

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king.” (ELW #302) 
  
As the calendar year draws to a close, we give thanks to God for the partnership we share with the  
congregations of the Northern Great Lakes Synod.  Throughout a very challenging year, your generous  
remittance of benevolence gifts has allowed God’s mission and ministry through the Synod to remain strong 
and vibrant.  At the end of October, mission support gifts are up by 5% over 2019.  As we look forward to a 
new year, may we joyfully bring to God our treasures of a grateful heart and trusting spirit as we give to the 
work of Christ.                      
January 11, 2021 Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod office so that 2020 benevolence gifts can be 
   credited to 2020 giving. 
February 10, 2021 Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod office so that January 2021 giving can be 
   credited to the Synod fiscal year. 
 - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 
Marquette, MI  49855 

Phone:  (906) 228-2300 
Fax:  (906) 228-2527 

Email:  ngls@nglsynod.org 

Northern Great Lakes Synod 

Mail Label 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Marquette, MI 49855 

Permit No. 22 

Prayfaithfully  
 

NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule 
December 2020 & January 2021 

November 29-December 5 Susan Anderson 

December 6-12 Pastor Kelly J. Ylitalo 

December 13-19 Pastor Sarah Semmler Smith 

December 20-26 Deacon-Elect Lori Ward 

December 27-January 2 Melzee Jacobson 
January 3-9 Pastor Lee Goodwin 
January 10-16 Pastor Christina Forsythe 

January 17-23 JoAnne Barrix 

January 24-30 Pastor Allan Johnson 

Synod Website: 
www.nglsynod.org 

 
Find us on Facebook 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fimages%2Fvalentine-clip-art-valentines-day-clipart-free-clip-art-valentines-free-valentines-clip-art-535_475.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fsingle%2F116951.html&docid=xUHakHJti87ncM&
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fclover-clip-art-FourLeafClover2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fclipart_images%2Ffour-leaf-clover-clipart-1668636&docid=go3nTYNYChXtjM&tbnid=OgRbens7kqeJ4M%3A&v


"Even if I knew that 
tomorrow the world would 
go to pieces, I would still 
plant my apple tree." 

     ~Attributed to Martin Luther  

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod, 

Have you ever seen a new tree planted that has 
two supports added?  I’m thinking of a young 
tree that stands between two poles to which are 
attached a tether, each pulling the tree in the 
opposite direction.  Not only do these supports 
help guard against windstorms, but they ensure 
that the young tree grows up straight and true 
between the opposing tensions of being pulled in 
opposite directions.   

So too, I imagine, do the opposing pulls of the 
Democrat and Republican parties do the same for 
our country.  Blue and red need each other; right 
and left, conservative and liberal.  We need the 
dichotomy, the tension of opposing forces, the 
disagreement, so that we can grow, straight and 
true somewhere in the middle. 

I can only imagine what the tree feels as it is 
being pulled in two opposite directions, but I 
would guess it is something like what our 
country is feeling now.  When considering the 
election results, some feel relief and even elation, 
others feel disappointment and even anger.  
Never before have so many voted.  Never before 
has the country offered such clear and disturbing 
statistics for how many are pulling in opposing 
directions.  We are polarized, standing in support 
on opposite sides of the tree, pulling with all 
we’ve got, and yet, if one side has too much 
influence, the tree will bend.  There is value in 
having each side pull, so that our country can 
grow straight and true somewhere in the middle. 

What then does this mean for ministry? 

It is curious to me how 100% of our 
congregation members can agree that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, but we do not agree on what that 

means, how that impacts our vote, and how we 
embody that conviction in our ministry efforts.  
But then again, the church is not known for its 
level of agreement except for the conviction that 
Jesus Christ is Lord. 

When political convictions run deep, when we 
feel the tension of being pulled in opposing 
directions, when we are grieved by the lack of 
agreement and  the swirl of emotions and the 
resentment towards those who are pulling the 
opposing tether, I urge you to extend some grace. 

Forgive others for not voting as you did.  Forgive 
others for not championing the same convictions 
that you hold dear.  And turn your efforts, your 
attention, your energy to push and pull the 
growth toward and into the work of Christ. 

We are not going to agree as a country, and not 
even as congregation, but we can agree that we 
are invited to participate in the breaking in of the 
kingdom of God.  We are called to bear the light 
of Christ.  And our efforts in ministry are 
strengthened when we work together towards 
some goal, some embodiment of the presence of 
Christ in the world.  Feed the hungry.  Clothe the 
naked.  Comfort the afflicted.  There is blessing 
and life-giving growth as we concentrate on the 
nuts and bolts of our faith.   

Yes, there is still the pandemic which is no small 
challenge.  But consider that it is an additional 
tether, another added tension.  Don’t let that get 
in the way of you and your congregation 
growing straight and true and keeping the thing, 
the thing.  Jesus Christ is Lord.  And more than 
that, Jesus Christ is your Lord, your Lord and 
Savior.  The rest is just…tension, albeit 
challenging, grieving, thick, and concerning 
tension, but through which we grow straight and 
true.   

In the midst of this tension, God is at work.  As 
we consider our own convictions with humility, 
and the convictions of our friends and neighbors 
with grace and forgiveness, we will find our way 



forward, as a country and as congregations called 
to serve the work of Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And whether or not you believe the world is 
going to pieces, I am glad to remind you that the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod has indeed already 
planted an apple tree.  In November of 2018, I 
was invited to participate in the retreat for newly 
elected leaders sponsored by the Lutheran World 
Federation.  In observance of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, I planted an 
apple tree on behalf of our synod in Wittenberg, 
Germany.  We are Tree #468, and if you are ever 
in Wittenberg, please feel free to find our tree 
and take a picture. 

Because even if the world goes to pieces, Jesus 
Christ is Lord and you and I are invited, 
encouraged, indeed, we are called and equipped 
to be his presence in the world.  And that, my 
dear friends, colleagues, and congregational 
members, is no small thing. 

Yours in Christ,  

Bishop Katherine Finegan. 

 



 

 

Northern Great Lakes Synod 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL LEADER’S 
ONLINE THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 

an event for Pastors, Deacons and Licensed Lay Ministers 
 
 

Monday, February 8, 2021 
9 am-12 pm CT / 10 am-1 pm ET 
 
 
Navigating the Fourth Pandemic: Ancient Words for a  
Weary World 

The time for us is now. Society is yearning for alternatives to the  
chaos:  Escalating disease. Exposed despair. Economic disruption.  
Extended distrust.  Does the church dare claim a God who acts in the  
world? Through it all, hope is the strategy of the people of God. And  
so, we practice the foolishness of preaching. 
 

 
Presented by Rev. Dr. Joy J. Moore, PhD 

An ordained elder in the United Methodist Church, and Professor of  
Biblical Preaching, the Rev. Dr. Joy J. Moore, PhD (Brunel University/ 
London School of Theology serves as Vice President for Academic  
Affairs and Academic Dean at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. Dr.  
Joy is an “Ecclesial Storyteller” seeking to  encourage theologically  
framed, biblically attentive, and socially compelling interpretations of  
Christian Scripture in order to understand the critical issues  
influencing community formation in contemporary culture (all that  
means is she tells community-forming stories from the Bible as a  
follower of Christ!). 

Registration Form 
online registration also available at nglsynod.org 
Registration deadline:  Monday, February 1, 2021 

 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ________________________________________________________ 
 
Cost of program:  $10 
If you are mailing in your registration, please make checks out to the Northern Great 
Lakes Synod and mail to:  1029 N. Third St., Suite A, Marquette, MI 49855 



Lifelong Faith Formation 2021  
Bulletin and Newsletter Announcements 
 
 
 

Lifelong Faith Formation: Synod Classes Continue Online in January 
visit www.nglsynod/lifelongfaithformation for details 

  

Registration is now open for the winter schedule of Lifelong Faith Formation, a program of the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod.  The classes provide fun and interesting opportunities for people to 
connect with each other online, via Zoom, during these challenging times. 
 

These classes begin in January:   
 

• The Gospel of John;  
• Walking Together: Companionship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania; 
• Reflection’s on Bonhoeffer’s Life Together, While We are Apart;  
• Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America 
• The Doctrine of Discovery, From Myth to Reality (a call to increase understanding and 

appreciation of the heritage and culture of Native American peoples); and  
• Introduction to Biblical Greek II.   

 

For more information, visit www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation or contact Deacon-Elect Lori 
Ward at (615) 519-1969 or lori.ward@nglsynod.org.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

To copy and paste from this document electronically, head to the Lifelong Faith Formation website and 
scroll down to “Promotional Materials.”  We have Word and pdf versions available for download. 

 

 

 

Northern Great Lakes Synod 
Online Classes Begin via Zoom in January 2021 

The Gospel of John 

Walking Together: Companionship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania 

Reflections on Bonhoeffer’s Life Together, While We are Apart 

Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America 

The Doctrine of Discovery, From Myth to Reality (a call to increase understanding 
and appreciation of the heritage and culture of Native American peoples) 

Introduction to Biblical Greek II. 

Visit www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation for more information and to register 
or contact Deacon-Elect Lori Ward at (615) 519-1969 or lori.ward@nglsynod.org. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.nglsynod/lifelongfaithformation
http://www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation
mailto:lori.ward@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation
mailto:lori.ward@nglsynod.org


 
After an excellent response to the launch of Lifelong Faith Formation this fall, the Northern Great Lakes Synod is 
offering a new schedule of six classes beginning the week of January 10, 2021.  Registration is now open for the 
following courses at the synod’s website, www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation 
  

• Introduction to Biblical Greek II with Pastor Nicole Hanson-Lynn of Zion/Salem, Ironwood, meeting on 
Sundays at 6:00 p.m. CT/7:00 ET, January 10-February 28; 
 

• Reflection’s on Bonhoeffer’s Life Together, While We are Apart, with Pastor Lisa Ubbelohde of 
Bethlehem, Florence, meeting on Monday afternoons at 2:00 CT/3:00 ET and on Monday nights at 7:30 
CT/8:30 ET, January 11-February 15; 
 

• The Doctrine of Discovery: From Myth to Reality with Pastor Bucky Beach, Good Shepherd, Houghton, 
and other instructors, a call to increase understanding and appreciation of the heritage and culture of 
Native American peoples; meeting on Mondays at 5:00 p.m. CT/6:00 p.m. ET, January 11-February 8;  
 

• Bias in our Communities: Addressing Race in Rural America with Pastor Christina Forsythe of 
Porterfield/Beaver, meeting on Tuesdays at 5:00 CT/6:00 ET, January 12-February 9; 
  

• Walking Together: Companionship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania with Luanne and 
Rev. Thomas Skrenes, meeting on Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. CT/5:00 p.m. ET, January 13-February 17; 
 

• The Gospel of John with Pastor Tommy Richter of Zion, Manistique, meeting on Wednesdays at 6:00 
p.m. CT/7:00 ET, January 13-March 10 (with no class on Ash Wednesday); 

 
  

Classes will meet weekly for one hour for five to eight weeks via links to Zoom provided by the instructors. While 
the offerings are free of charge, some classes recommend or require the purchase of materials.  Details are 
available on the synod website along with the registration form at www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation 

 

While discussions through computer screens are not ideal, online learning presents an opportunity to connect 
people from across the synod -- people who share a love of learning and have discovered that adult studies help 
them to grow in faith.  An offshoot of the synod’s former Lay School for Mission, Lifelong Faith Formation is not 
driven by an end result such as graduation from a program.  It is not a certification program to become a 
Licensed Lay Minister. Rather, Lifelong Faith Formation is designed for curious adults who want to become 
better equipped to serve the work of Christ in their congregations. 
 

For more information visit www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation or 
contact Deacon-Elect Lori Ward at 615-519-1969 or 
lori.ward@nglsynod.org 
 

Fun and Interesting Classes for Adults 
Begin in January 2021 via Zoom 

www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation 

 
The Northern Great Lakes Synod presents the winter 
schedule of classes for people who want to grow in 

spirituality, faith, and knowledge. 
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Systems Theory Book Study and  
Discussion Group 

 
 
 

Are you curious about how groups function as an emotional system? 
 

Are you curious to try to see the “bigger picture” of things? 
 

Are you wanting to be more mindful of your own functioning within a 
group setting? 

 
Are you wanting to be a better leader in the midst of all the anxiety 

swirling around you? 
 
 
 
You are invited to join Pastor Jim Duehring, Assistant to the Bishop, for a “Book Study and 
Discussion Group” around the concepts of Family Systems posited by Dr. Murray Bowen and 
further expressed through the writings of Rabbi Ed Friedman and others.  
  
We will begin by discussing Friedman’s book, Generation to Generation: Family Process in 
Church and Synagogue.  This book is available at Amazon.com for about $35/Kindle at $19.25. 
The format of this discussion group will be bimonthly online Zoom meetings.  The time of day 
for these Zoom meetings will be determined by the group.  
 
 
Who should consider this discussion group?     
This is recommended for rostered leaders, licensed lay ministers, and lay congregational leaders 
(council members, etc.) who want to grow in their leadership functioning. 
  
If you are interested or have questions about this group, contact Pastor Jim at the Synod 
Office (906) 228-2300 by December 18.  We hope to begin the group discussion sometime in 
January.   
 
 
“The human has been slow to learn about their own inner space within their own skull.  Thus far 

we have hardly scratched the surface.”      
~Murray Bowen 

 
“It is the thesis of this book that all clergymen and clergywomen, irrespective of faith, are 

simultaneously involved in three distinct families whose emotional forces interlock:  the families 
within the congregation, our congregations, and our own.”     

~Rabbi Ed Friedman in Generation to Generation 
   



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
          Prayer Calendar – December 2020 

 

1 On this World AIDS Day, pray for all who live with AIDS and those who love them 
and the medical teams who continue to treat patients and search for a cure. 

2 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this 
month: LaVonne Stephenson (12/3), Lisa Ubbelohde (12/6), Matthew Deames (12/15), 
Andrew Plocher (12/17), and Bucky Beach (12/21). 

3 Pray for all rostered leaders as they study worship texts today and during this season 
of anticipation, longing, and waiting for the return of our Lord. 

4 Pray for our Candidacy Committee as they meet today and tomorrow, for all 
candidates for rostered ministry as they continue their preparation for serving 
God’s people, and for Bishop Katherine Finegan as she leads our committee 
members. 

5 Pray for pastors who celebrate their birthdays this month: Kelly Ylitalo (12/8), 
David Johnson (12/18), and John Kuziej (12/20). 

6 Second Sunday of Advent … Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 
only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation. 
Amen. 

7 Pray for the members of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Rohrersville, MD; Mt. Zion 
Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD; Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Keymar, MD; 
and Myersville Parish, Myersville, MD. 

8 Pray for the members of Mbezi Beach Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, and their NGLS partner congregation, Eden Lutheran Church, 
Munising. 

9 Pray for all of our Seminary Students as they finish the Fall Semester, especially 
Sarah Sleeter. 

10 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet together today to plan and coordinate events and 
activities throughout our Synod. 

11 Pray for those who are incarcerated and their families as they prepare for the 
holidays apart from those whom they love. 

12 Pray for families who experience brokenness at a time when our culture shares and 
celebrates images of happiness and wholeness. 

13 Third Sunday of Advent … Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 
open our ears to the preaching of John, that rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring 
forth the fruits of repentance. Amen. 

14 Pray for all those with dementia, especially Alzheimer's Disease, for their 
families, and for their caregivers.  Pray also for more research and a cure for 
this devastating disease. 

15 Pray for our Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Bill 
Wendorf (12/16). 
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16 Pray for those addicted to drugs, alcohol, and other substances who may find 
this season of family celebration particularly troublesome.  We pray that the light of 
Christ Jesus may shine into their darkness. 

17 Pray for all those who are missing loved ones who have died as the holidays bring 
empty spaces at the table, especially families who have lost someone to COVID-19 during 
the last year. 

18 Pray for all who are traveling to be with loved ones – may they have safe travels 
and happy homecomings … and for all who will be gathering with loved ones 
online due to concerns for their health and safety – may they know that love is just as 
real when shared from a distance. 

19 Pray for church choirs and musicians as they share their special gifts with us during 
this holy season – and in new and extraordinary ways. 

20 Fourth Sunday of Advent … Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in 
joy and serve you always. Amen.  

21 Pray for Sunday School teachers and students as they prepare and share online 
pageants or other adaptations that proclaim God’s presence among us. 

22 Pray for the members of New Hope Lutheran Church, Columbia, MD; New Light 
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Glen 
Burnie, MD; and Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD. 

23 Pray for the poor among us as they struggle to celebrate the Holy Days with few 
resources, and for refugees, asylum seekers, and those who are displaced, as 
they grieve what they have lost and work to rebuild their lives. 

24 We give thanks today for those throughout our Synod who have worked diligently to 
create an Synod-Wide Worship for the Festival of Our Lord’s Birth. 

25 Pray this day that the Prince of Peace may stir the hearts of people 
throughout the world, that we may bring about justice, righteousness, and 
peace for all people. 
                        May Peace on Earth become a reality. 

26 Pray for all who work at homeless shelters and food pantries, as they care for 
those in need. 

27 For blessings on all those men and women in the armed forces defending our 
country who are away from their families this holiday season. 

28 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered 
leaders to serve them, especially Faith, Sault Ste. Marie, MI, as they welcome their new 
Pastor Rita Chirala. 

29 For all those who are lonely and long for someone to talk to and help them 
celebrate during this otherwise festive season. 

30 Pray for victims of violence, especially those who have been targeted by hate 
crimes. May our world be changed by the One who welcomed all without conditions. 

31 Pray for world leaders as we look toward a new year. May we work together in new 
ways and care for the creation God has given to us. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 
A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
 
          Prayer Calendar – January 2021 

 
1 Pray that this New Year will be a year of growing as a faithful disciple of Jesus in 

all that you do. Pray that all followers will listen for the Spirit to guide them and 
to provide help in just the right places. 

2 Pray for our United States Representatives and Senators, especially those newly 
elected, as they take their offices and serve our country and our states during challenging 
times. May they work with integrity, honesty, and compassion, sharing the yoke of service 
with one another and pulling together to get the job done. 

3 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Greg Mileski (1/5), Tommy 
Richter (1/10), Doug Johnson (1/13), David Jensen (1/16), Margaret Johnson (1/24), 
Soren Schmidt (1/27), Renee MacLeod (1/30), and Fran Strong (1/30). 

4 Pray for all those who are considering the call to serve as officers, council 
members, and in other elected offices of our congregations, parishes, synod, and 
churchwide ministries. 

5 Pray for our Synod Staff – Heather, Betsy, Bishop Katherine, and Pastor Jim – 
as they work tirelessly to coordinate ministries throughout our Synod and with our 
mission partners around the ELCA and the world. 

6 Epiphany … Pray that as the Magi brought gifts of great value to the newborn king, 
all people will be willing to give generously of their time and possessions for 
those who are in need. 

7 Pray for our Synod Executive Committee as they meet today via Zoom. May they be 
inspired by the Holy Spirit as they continue to serve our Synod Council and our Synod during 
these challenging times. 

8 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Kayla Keilholtz (1/4), Dennis Meyette (1/10), Margaret Johnson (1/17), Bethany Rutten-
Kempees (1/21), Jesse Brown (1/22), Nicole Hanson-Lynn (1/25), & Jay Welshonse (1/29). 

9 Pray for all congregations, their leaders, and their staff as they prepare for annual 
meetings and the ministry of the year to come.  

10 We celebrate the Baptism of our Lord! Pray for all who are baptized that we may show 
the love of our Lord to all the world. 

11 Pray for Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor Jim Duehring, as he attends Systems 
Academy online January 11-13. 

12 Pray for our ELCA Seminaries, professors, and students as they participate in J-
term special programs and prepare for the spring semester. 

13 Pray for the members of Our Shepherd Lutheran Church, Severna Park, MD; 
Peace Lutheran Church, Glen Burnie, MD; People’s Community Lutheran 
Church, Baltimore, MD; and Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Rosedale, MD. 

14 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed that they may find the resources they 
need to keep them and their families warm and well-fed this winter. 

15 Pray for all teachers who help to enlighten and shape our children's lives with patience 
and kindness. 
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16 Pray for our Synod Council members as they meet today and as they pray, discuss, 
and discern our mission and ministry tasks in response to God’s blessings among us. 

17 As we observe Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday tomorrow, pray for our nation – 
and our world – that divisions based on race, culture, and faith that still exist among us 
may be overcome, not by power and violence, but by love for all of God’s children. 

18 The Confession of St. Peter – this day begins the week of prayer for 
Christian unity.  Pray for all who confess, as Peter did, that Jesus is the 
Messiah, that we may come together as partners in the work of the gospel. 

19 Pray for bus drivers, truck drivers, and others who spend many hours on the 
road that they may be safe and alert as they travel, especially on slippery roads. 

20 Pray for the President of the United States, Joe Biden, and Vice President, 
Kamala Harris. Pray for all who will serve beside them as cabinet members, legislators, 
ambassadors, and in other offices – that the well-being of our country, our world, and all 
who inhabit it will be their highest priorities. 

21 Pray for animal shelters and their staff as they keep animals safe, healthy, and warm 
and prepare them for their forever families. 

22 Pray for the homeless, that they may stay safe and warm as ice and snow continue to 
cover our landscape. 

23 Pray for the members of Reformation Lutheran Church, Milford, DE; Saints 
Stephen and James Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Salem Lutheran 
Church (Battery Ave.), Baltimore, MD; and Salem Lutheran Church (Catonsville), 
Baltimore, MD. 

24 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered 
leaders to serve them, especially Christ the King, Escanaba, and their Interim Pastor 
Dave Johnson. 

25 Pray for those who are serving in Lutheran Campus Ministry, especially 
Pastor Bucky Beach, Pastor Bre Kinnunen, Pastor Tony Morrison and 
Pastor Sarah Semmler Smith as they meet on Zoom today to continue planning for 
ministry among college students in our Synod. 

26 Pray for those who are struggling with gender orientation and identity issues 
and for their families. May we create a world where all are welcome and valued and 
supported with God’s love and grace.   

27 Pray for Deacon Lori Ward and those who teach Lifelong Faith Formation 
courses, that they and their students will grow in their faithfulness and service. 

28 For those women, men, and children who are victims of domestic violence.  Keep 
them safe and heal their physical and emotional wounds.  

29 Pray for the members of Tabata Schule Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, and their NGLS mission partner Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Ishpeming. 

30 Pray for those who suffer with depression and seasonal affective disorder – 
that they have the care they need during this long winter and the longer pandemic. 

31 Pray for staff at medical facilities – kitchen workers, custodial crews, and other 
support staff who work tirelessly and often behind the scenes with little recognition. Pray 
also for the medical staff who have given so much during the last year. 

 “We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

 


