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“May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace
in believing,
so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
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There is a scene from the movie, The
Shawshank Redemption, where the
protagonist, Andy, is convicted of a crime
he did not commit. He spends some 30 years in a dreadful
prison until finally he escapes to begin a new life in a little
oceanside village in Mexico. He sends a letter to his inmate
friend, Red, and invites him to join him after Red is paroled
from his own lifetime sentence for a regrettable crime he
committed in his youth.
As we watch Red ride a bus towards Mexico, we hear his
voice say, “I find I am so excited I can hardly keep a thought
in my head. I hope I can make it across the border. I hope to
see my friend and shake his hand. I hope the Pacific is as
blue as it has been in my dreams. I hope.”
Hope is a powerful force. It pulls us forward through the
present as we reach for a different future. It was hope that
made Andy’s and Red’s prison time more bearable. And it is
hope for so much that pulls us forward from our present
circumstances toward a future that promises:
• an end to the pandemic.
• gathering around tables with coffee-filled cups and
bakery in hand.
• laughter and conversation once again filling fellowship
halls, restaurants, and living rooms.
• voices raised in songs of praise, in harmony, with great
gusto.
• ministry without masks.
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I can hardly wait!
I Corinthians 13:13 proclaims, “And now these
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love.”
The greatest of these IS
love. But this year, in the
year of our Lord 2021, our
theme will focus on HOPE.
Make no mistake, we need
love and faith, too. But right
now, we really need HOPE.

O God our help in ages past
Our hope for years to come
Our shelter from the stormy blast
And our eternal home.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing.

Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

As I write this, the inauguration looms large.
Plans for armed and potentially violent
demonstrations outside each state’s capitol
building are being reported, and the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff has issued a public reminder to
all military branches of their oath to defend the
Constitution. It is more than a little unsettling
that they felt such a reminder was necessary.
By the time you read this, whatever happens
next week and before the end of January will be
in the past. We all will have watched the news,
heard the reports, and prayed over what right
now has not happened yet.
And still, whatever is going to happen, does not
change what we have always proclaimed to be
true, that our hope is in the Lord Jesus Christ.
What that means for our present circumstances
has taken on more urgency. The more we feel
the chaos and uncertainty of our present, the
more we reach for that which is true and solid
and constant.
I hope we find a way towards healing, in our
congregations and in our nation. I hope as
people of faith we have a witness that is
authentic to the gospel message of Jesus. I hope
our congregations and pastoral leaders can hold
on a little longer. I hope. I hope.

Transitions
We welcome Pastor Dwaine Sutherland who
began serving a 6 month interim appointment in
mid-January at Grace, Pembine, WI with the
possibility of a regular call.

Prayers of
Remembrance

We give thanks to God for the life and ministry
of Rev. Richard Carl Schroeder, who once
served as pastor at Grace, Pembine.
Rev. Schroeder, age 88, of Appleton,
WI, died Thursday, December 24,
2020. May God’s peace and comfort
surround all those who mourn.
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"We are simply asked
to make gentle our bruised world
to tame its savageness
to be compassionate of all
(including ourselves)
then
in the time left over
to repeat the Ancient Tale
and go the way
of God's foolish ones."
~Peter Byrne, S.J.
This poem seems so very appropriate for a time like this. In this poem, I hear powerful truths. And
those truths are echoed in Holy Scripture. Consider them during these challenging days. Meditate
on their truthful power.
“We are simply asked to make gentle our bruised world”
Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.” -Matthew 5:9
“To tame its savageness”
Paul wrote, “They were filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, covetousness,
malice.” -Romans 1:29
“To be compassionate of all (including ourselves)”
Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another.” -John 13:34
“To repeat the Ancient Tale”
“Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and
when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.” -Deuteronomy 6:7
“To go the way of God’s foolish ones”
Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, “We are fools for the sake of Christ.”
-I Corinthians 4:10

God’s peace abide with you now and always,
Pastor Jim Duehring
Assistant to the Bishop, DEM

Northern Light

Page 4

Constitutions

From Our Synod Vice President, Chuck Thomas
The subject for today is Constitutions. Once a
congregation develops a constitution, do they give a
collective sigh of relief, put the document on a shelf,
and subsequently ignore it? Or, do they periodically
review and update it? Our human nature generally
gravitates us toward the first scenario and we then
tend to ignore the constitution until there is a dispute
that needs resolution. Unfortunately, if a
constitution is not periodically updated, it may
become a poor resource for dispute resolution. Its
provisions may not reflect current congregational
practices or correspond with required constitution
changes enacted by past ELCA Churchwide
Assemblies.
Important to Note:
• All congregations need to update their
constitution to reflect the many changes enacted
by the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.
• All revisions or amendments to a congregation’s
constitution must first be approved by the
Northern Great Lakes Synod (NGLS)
Constitution Committee before being approved
by the congregation members at an annual or
special meeting.
• Congregation members must be notified of
proposed amendments at least 30 days prior to
the meeting where they will vote on the
amendments.
• To timely complete a review, provide comments,
and receive a second or final draft for approval,
the NGLS Constitution Committee must receive
first draft revisions at least 120 days before the
scheduled congregation meeting. Generally, for a
January annual meeting, this means a
congregation should submit their first draft by
October 1 of the preceding year.
Question: Has your congregation updated its
constitution since August of 2019? If not, you must
do so. So far, less than one third of the NGLS
congregations have updated their constitutions to
reflect the 2019 Churchwide Assembly enacted
requirements. The other two thirds still need to
update their constitutions.
Once a congregation establishes a committee to
revise its constitution, a good starting point is to

review the “Model Constitution for Congregations
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
2019.” This document can be found at the NGLS
website under “Congregation Council Resources.”
While updating a constitution can seem daunting,
the model constitution provides very helpful
guidance. A valuable second step of a review and
update process is to pray. Prayer will help calm and
focus you on the task, and open your hearts and
minds to God’s Holy Spirit. The third step is to
collaboratively consider what changes are needed.
Once the committee and congregation council are
both satisfied with the draft updates and
amendments, then the draft revised constitution is
submitted to the NGLS office for review.
If you have questions or need further guidance,
please contact the Synod Office. Office staff or a
Synod Constitution Committee member will gladly
assist you.

Synod Assembly
May 10-15, 2021
Mark your calendars and join us for a week full of
opportunities for engagement, discussion, worship,
and information, all with the theme of Hope. Here’s
a tentative overview of what to expect:
Monday, May 10
Pre-recorded Opening Worship
Tuesday, May 11
Workshops for the whole Synod
Wednesday, May 12
Workshops for the whole Synod
Thursday, May 13
Workshops for the whole Synod
Installation service livestream
Friday, May 14
Social gathering online
Saturday, May 15
Business meeting (required for voting members)
Voting members will be required to complete
orientation sessions online prior to Synod Assembly
week. Stay tuned for more detailed information!
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Professional Leader’s Online
Theological Conference
an event for Pastors, Deacons and
Licensed Lay Ministers
Monday, February 8, 2021
9 am-12 pm CT / 10 am-1 pm ET

Navigating the Fourth
Pandemic: Ancient Words
for a Weary World
The time for us is now.
Society is yearning for
alternatives to the chaos:
Escalating disease. Exposed
despair. Economic disruption.
Extended distrust. Does the
church dare claim a God who
acts in the world? Through it
all, hope is the strategy of the
people of God. And so, we
practice the foolishness of
preaching.
Presented by
Rev. Dr. Joy J. Moore, PhD
An ordained elder in the
United Methodist Church, and
Professor of Biblical
Preaching, the Rev. Dr. Joy J.
Moore, PhD (Brunel
University/London School of
Theology) serves as Vice
President for Academic
Affairs and Academic Dean at
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. Dr. Joy is an
“Ecclesial Storyteller” seeking to encourage
theologically framed, biblically attentive, and
socially compelling interpretations of Christian
Scripture in order to understand the critical issues
influencing community formation in contemporary
culture (all that means is she tells communityforming stories from the Bible as a follower of
Christ!).
The cost for this event is $10. Registration can be
found on the homepage of our website in the
Upcoming Events section.

Leaving a Legacy
Workshop

Plan now to make a future
gift from your estate to
support the Work of Christ
If you are considering an estate plan, reviewing/
updating a plan, or would simply like to know more
about thoughtful estate planning that will consider
your heirs and your church, this event is
important for you!
Each session will focus on thoughtful estate
planning and giving. Cindy Halverson, our Regional
Gift Planner from the ELCA Foundation, will lead
the presentation and discuss how each of us can
make informed decisions that will bless the work of
Christ into the future. You will learn:

The role of a will in planning your estate
Tax-wise giving tips
How to get the best assets to the right
beneficiaries
Why 70% of estate plans fail to pay out the way
the donor intended
How to express your values through your estate
planning
Resources to accomplish your goals
Our own Synod Endowment Ministry is made
possible by many generous gifts, both from estates
as in a planned gift and from single gift donations.
Annual disbursements from the Equipping
the Saints Fund, the Clergy Debt Relief Fund, and
our Designated Gifts Fund continue to support
ministry that includes support for clergy, workshops
and events, Congregational Vitality, Lifelong Faith
Formation and more.

via Zoom
Thursday, February 11, 2021
6-7:30 pm CT / 7-8:30 pm ET
or
Saturday, February 13, 2021
9-10:30 am CT / 10-11:30 am ET
To register, go to the Upcoming Events
section of our website:
www.nglsynod.org
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NGLS Website Resources

Did you know that our website, nglsynod.org, is
home to countless resources for congregational and
personal use?
The “Year of Discovery” is a call for our
synod members to better understand and
appreciate the history, heritage and culture
of Native American peoples, to reflect on
the historical content of the Doctrine of
Discovery, and to engage in dialogue with Native
American siblings. Resources can be found on the
left hand side of the homepage. Feel free to share
and use in your congregation’s newsletters!

Bishop Finegan writes articles regularly
that can be included in your newsletters
as well. Those articles are available for
download in pdf and Word formats by
clicking on the “Resources” menu and “Newsletter
Articles” in the dropdown options.
We have a NGL Synod & Church Events
calendar on the homepage. Right now, it
shows upcoming Synod events, but we
have the ability to add church events as
well! Down the road, if you have an event you’d
like to invite others from the synod to, please use the
link below the calendar to tell us about it.

Northern Great Lakes Synod Calendar

Be sure to check the Synod website nglsynod.org for up-to-date event information!

1

Endowment Fund Board Meeting,
6:30 pm ET via Zoom

4

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET

7

Ordination of Deacon Lori Ward,
2:30 pm ET at Calvary, Quinnesec

8

Professional Leader’s Online
Theological Conference, 10 am-1 pm
ET via Zoom

10

Synod Fiscal Year Closes

11

Leaving a Legacy Workshop, 7-8:30
pm ET via Zoom

13

Leaving a Legacy Workshop, 10-11:30
am ET via Zoom

16

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the
Synod Office

18

Leadership Committee Meeting,
11 am ET via Zoom

25

Executive Committee Meeting, 10 am
ET via Zoom

2

Bishop attending Lutheran Social
Services Board meeting, 10 am-2:30 pm
ET via Zoom

4

Bishop attending the Conference of
Bishops online

10

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the
Synod Office

20

Synod Council, 9 am-12 pm ET via
Zoom

22-24

Assistant to the Bishop attending
Systems Academy online

25

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the
Synod Office
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims
Full-Time
Immanuel, Escanaba—Rev. Dennis Meyette
Grace, Gwinn—Rev. Warren Geier
Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej
Community, Palmer and Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM
Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde
Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM
All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Sue Johnson
St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Deames
Grace, Pembine—Rev. Dwaine Sutherland
First, Gladstone—Rev. Dennis Meyette
First, Iron River—Rev. D.J. Rasner
Christ the King, Escanaba—Rev. Dave Johnson
Faith, Rock and First, Trenary—Rev. Rell Spickerman

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.” - I Thessalonians 5:16-18
An attitude of thanksgiving in both challenges and blessings is a hallmark of the Christian life. This has been
a challenging year, yet the people of our Synod have shown their love for Christ and commitment to God’s
mission and ministry through their tireless work in their communities and generous giving to the work of the
wider Church. At year end, 100.7% of mission support pledges were received, with 59 congregations giving
100% or more of their pledge. Thank you, thank you to all who have worked and sacrificed and given so
generously so that our vital Synod ministries can remain strong. You are a blessing!
February 10—Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod office so that January 2021 giving can be credited to
the Synod fiscal year.

- Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper
As of 12/31

2019

2020

$ Change

% Change

Pledged Amount

807,474

796,322

-11,152

-1.4%

Amount Received

798,735

801,827

+3,092

+.4%

Designated Gifts

199,556

166,487

-33,069

-16.6%

Non Profit Org.
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Prayfaithfully
NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule
February & March 2021
January 31-February 6

Lifelong Faith Formation Galatians Class

February 7-13

Bishop Emeritus Dale Skogman

February 14-20

Christine Ebert

February 21-27

Pastor Nick Johannes

February 28-March 6

Pastor Bob Langseth

March 7-13

Pastor Doug Johnson

March 14-20

Chuck Thomas

March 21-27

Pastor Lisa Ubbelohde

March 28-April 3

Pastor Norm Peterson

“May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace
in believing,
so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
~Romans 15:13

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
There is a scene from the movie, The Shawshank
Redemption where the protagonist, Andy, is
convicted of a crime he did not commit. He
spends some 30 years in a dreadful prison until
finally he escapes to begin a new life in a little
oceanside village in Mexico. He sends a letter to
his inmate friend, Red, and invites him to join him
after Red is paroled from his own lifetime
sentence for a regrettable crime he committed in
his youth.
As we watch Red ride a bus towards Mexico, we
hear his voice say, “I find I am so excited I can
hardly keep a thought in my head. I hope I can
make it across the border. I hope to see my friend
and shake his hand. I hope the Pacific is as blue
as it has been in my dreams. I hope.”
Hope is a powerful force. It pulls us forward
through the present as we reach for a different
future. It was hope that made Andy’s and Red’s
prison time more bearable. And it is hope for so
much that pulls us forward from our present
circumstances toward a future that promises:
•
•
•

•
•

an end to the pandemic.
gathering around tables with coffee-filled
cups and bakery in hand.
laughter and conversation once again
filling fellowship halls, restaurants, and
living rooms.
voices raised in songs of praise, in
harmony, with great gusto.
ministry without masks.

I Corinthians 13:13 proclaims, “And now these
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest
of these is love.”
The greatest of these IS love. But this year, in the
year of our Lord 2021, our theme will focus on
HOPE. Make no mistake, we need love and faith
too. But right now, we really need HOPE.
As I write this, the inauguration looms large.
Plans for armed and potentially violent
demonstrations outside each state’s capitol
building are being reported, and the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff has issued a public reminder to all
military branches of their oath to defend the
Constitution. It is more than a little unsettling that
they felt such a reminder was necessary.
By the time you read this, whatever happens next
week and before the end of January will be in the
past. We all will have watched the news, heard
the reports, and prayed over what right now has
not happened yet.
And still, whatever is going to happen, does not
change what we have always proclaimed to be
true, that our hope is in the Lord Jesus Christ.
What that means for our present circumstances has
taken on more urgency. The more we feel the
chaos and uncertainty of our present, the more we
reach for that which is true and solid and constant.
I hope we find a way towards healing, in our
congregations and in our nation. I hope as people
of faith we have a witness that is authentic to the
gospel message of Jesus. I hope our
congregations and pastoral leaders can hold on a
little longer. I hope. I hope.
“O God our help in ages past
Our hope for years to come
Our shelter from the stormy blast
And our eternal home.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing.

I can hardly wait!
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

Lutheran Social Services
Bishop Katherine & David Finegan
Immanuel, Rhinelander
Lutheran World Relief
Salem, Ironwood
St. James, Marinette
Zion, Marinette
Messiah, Marquette
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Immanuel, Negaunee
Thank you to the following donors for their
Calvary, Rapid River
generous support of the work of Christ in
Immanuel, Rhinelander
and through our Synod.
Grace, South Range
Zion, St. Ignace
Companion Synod Projects
NGLS Mission Outreach
Grace, Pembine
Immanuel, Escanaba
Larry Pagel
ELCA Disaster Funds
Kristine Carlson
NGLS Seminarian Support
Pioneer Lake, Conover
Bethel, Ishpeming
Prince of Peace, Eagle River
Bethlehem, Florence
Prison Ministry
Bethany, Ishpeming
Bethel, Ishpeming
Grace, Pembine
Grace, South Range
Skogman Scholarship
All Saints, Wakefield
Dirk & Sue Manson
Bradley & Sheryl Skogman
ELCA Good Gifts
James & Laura Wendt
Mission United, Pelkie
Equipping the Saints Endowment Fund
Kristine Carlson
LeRoy & Verna Johnson
Emmanuel, Menominee
Community, Palmer & Suomi
Trinity, Rhinelander
Rev. Kay Richter
Rev. Grant & Rev. Sherry Van Lishout
Fund For Leaders (Answer the Call)
Zion, St. Ignace
Lutheran Campus Ministry
Grace, Gwinn
Bethel, Ishpeming
Messiah, Marquette
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo
Calvary, Rapid River

Skrenes Fund for Ministry
Diana Herington
Larry Pagel
Michael & Sandra Strahan
Tanzania Projects
Rev. Jim & Gisele Duehring
Bethel, Ishpeming
Rev. Bob & Deloris Langseth
St. Paul, Mass City
Barb Ojibway
UP Wild
Rev. Jim & Gisele Duehring
World Missionary Support
Bethel, Ishpeming
Grace, Pembine

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar – February 2021
1

Pray for our Synod Endowment Fund Board as they meet today to manage the
endowment funds and further our mission and ministry in God’s name.

2

Pray for all our African American brothers and sisters as they celebrate their heritage
during African American History Month.

3

Pray for pastors and licensed lay ministers who celebrate birthdays this
month: Bob Langseth (2/03), Doug Norquist (2/10), Craig Mansur (2/12), Doug
Schoen (2/14), Don Ludemann (2/14), and Michael Holman (2/14).

4

Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today at our Synod Office in Marquette and
continue to coordinate the ministries that happen around our Synod.
Pray also for those gathering online for the Youth Ministry Network
Extravaganza today through February 6.

5
6
7

Pray for the poor in our neighborhoods and communities – those who shiver in
the cold outside because they are homeless or inside because they cannot afford to heat
their homes, those who have to choose between food and medication, those who make
terrible choices between necessities because they cannot afford all that they need.
As so many prepare for their feast tomorrow on Super Bowl Sunday, pray that we
will all be generous in our giving for Souper Bowl offerings and our support of local,
national, and global hunger programs.
Pray for Lori Ward as she is ordained into Ministry of Word and Service today. May
God bless Deacon Lori as she continues her ministry in our Synod.

8

Pray for all the Rostered Leaders in our Synod, especially those attending the
Theological Leaders Event online today and the Rev. Dr. Joy J. Moore as she leads them
in their time of study and fellowship.

9

Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this
month: Steven Solberg (2/12), and Chrys Hendrick (2/14).

10

Pray for the members of Salem Lutheran Church, Jarrettsville, MD; Second
English Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Shepherd of the Glen Lutheran
Church, Glenwood, MD; & Spirit of Life Lutheran Church, Wilmington, DE.

11

Pray for all those participating in the Leaving a Legacy Workshops today and
on the 13th. May we all learn to be generous now and in the future.

12

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Brenda Greenwald (2/16),
Andrew Plocher (2/17), Christine Thomas-Echelbarger (2/22), Les Niemi (2/25), and
Wally Leno (2/27).

13
14

Pray for homeless shelters and food pantries as they care for those in need.
On this Valentine’s Day, pray for all couples that their love will grow. Pray also for
those who are lonely, alone, and/or missing loved ones that they will find
comfort and companionship.

15

16
17

On this President’s Day, pray for our current president Joe Biden – that he will
lead our nation with compassion for all and will work for equity and justice in our
nation and in our world. Pray also for Vice President Kamala Harris as she works with
the president and other elected national leaders.
Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today at our Synod Office in Marquette – that
they may be blessed by God in all they do and lead us as we spread God’s blessings
throughout our Synod, nation, and world.
Pray a prayer of repentance for yourself and lift up all Christians as we reflect
on our journey to the cross. May this Lenten pilgrimage help us to grow in
our faith and our ability to live out God’s abiding love in our lives.

18

Pray for our Synod Leadership Support Committee as they meet today and
discern how to support our Rostered Leaders in their varied ministries.

19

Pray for all our ELCA Seminaries and for all the seminary students. This
month we lift up in prayer Micah Cavaleri from our synod.

20 On this World Day for Social Justice, pray for all who have suffered injustice and
oppression due to their identity. Pray also for all who are advocates for those who have
suffered at the hands of others, and for those who work to change our social systems and
government programs.

21

Pray for the members of St. Abraham Lutheran Church, Beckleysville, MD; St.
Andrew Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; St. Andrew Lutheran Church,
Dover, DE; and St. Benjamin Lutheran Church, Westminster, MD.

22

Pray for the members of Mtoni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and
their NGLS mission partner Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Marquette.

23

Pray for all those enjoying the outdoor winter activities that make our Synod
such a beautiful and special place to be even when it’s cold outside.
Pray for worship leaders, musicians, and ministry techs as they continue to
adapt to the needs of congregation members and adapt worship to the changing times
around us.
Pray for all those families and children who are not getting enough to eat.
Raise up congregations and local programs to help them understand proper nutrition
and provide them with nutritious meals.

24
25
26

Pray for all those families and individuals dealing with any of the various
types of mental illness. Pray also that all levels of government will provide resources
to keep patients safe and provide effective treatment for them.

27

Pray for all who participate in text studies as they preach the Good News in
congregations, schools, care facilities, and other settings around our Synod.

28

Pray for artists who share their wonders with the world – that we may all see
God’s creative ways reflected in their gifts shared with us.
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar – March 2021
1
2

3
4

5
6

Pray for all who lead or participate in mid-week Lenten worships and other
activities – that this journey leads them to greater faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Today is Read Across America Day. Pray for all students who are learning to read
and the teachers and librarians who work diligently to promote reading
skills, and perhaps take a moment to write a prayer and read it with a young person in
your life.
Pray for our pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Julie Belew (3/03),
Tom Otis (3/09), Sarah Semmler Smith (3/12), and Dennis Meyette (3/15).
Pray for all our ELCA Bishops, especially Bishop Katherine Finegan and
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, as they meet for the next few days. May God’s Spirit guide
them, enlighten them, and strengthen them as they discern the next steps in ministry in
our country and throughout our world.
Pray for our pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this
month: Brahm Semmler Smith (3/13), Sarah Semmler Smith (3/13), and Christina
Forsythe (3/19).
Pray for police, firefighters, rescue workers, and EMTs who often have to risk
their lives to keep the rest of us safe. May they have all of the support and equipment
they need for their safety and their work.

7

Pray for pray-ers … all those who participate in prayer chains and prayer circles, who
write devotions and read devotions, and who lift up others with their prayers.

8

Pray for all our ELCA Seminaries and for all the seminary students. This
month we especially lift up in prayer Pat Kempf from our synod.

9

Pray for all those in nursing homes, long-term care facilities, or who are
home bound and for those who offer them care and assistance.

10 Pray for our Synod Staff that they may be led by the Holy Spirit and know God’s power
and presence as they plan and coordinate the many ministries that happen through
God’s people here.

11

Pray for the unemployed and underemployed – that they find resources to keep
themselves and their families warm and well-fed.

12 Pray for our pastors who celebrate their birthdays this month: Doug Buck
(3/24), Allan Johnson (3/25) and Scott Ehle (3/25).

13 Pray for all who work tirelessly to bring the COVID vaccines to communities

throughout the world. May they remain strong and safe as they travel and work with
a diverse group of people in their communities.

14 Pray for victims of bullying and violence, whether that is physical, emotional, or

verbal in nature. Pray for enlightenment of the bullies that they may truly see and
understand the harm they are inflicting and change their ways.

15

Pray for the members of St. James Lutheran Church, Union Bridge, MD; St.
John Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; St. John Lutheran Church,
Columbia, MD; and St. John Lutheran Church, Thurmont, MD.

16 For all who are tired of winter and long for green, growing things and the smells of
springtime.

17

Pray for our pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this
month: Soren Schmidt (3/20), and Rita Chirala (3/21).

18 Pray for all individuals and congregations who are searching for ways to
bring Jesus into the lives of the unchurched in their communities – that the Holy
Spirit will enlighten and empower them in all that they do.

19 Pray for Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, the year-round staff, especially

Director Amanda Rasner, and all the summer staff who will be serving this
year.
20 Pray for our Synod Council members as they meet today and continue planning for
our Synod Assembly and other events and ministries within our Synod.

21 Pray for all who are addicted to drugs or alcohol; may they find hope and help to
overcome their dependency.

22 On this World Water Day, pray for sustainable sources of clean drinking water
for all people.

23 Pray for Pastor Jim Duehring, Assistant to the Bishop, as he continues his
training at the Systems Academy online.

24 Pray for Kijichi Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and their NGLS
mission partner First Lutheran Church, Gladstone.

25 Pray for all church musicians, worship leaders, and clergy as we head into the

heavy worship schedule of Holy Week. May strength and good health prevail; and may
all get the rest they need.
26 Pray for all women, men, and children who are victims of domestic violence
and abuse. May they receive the help they need to leave their abusive relationships
and break the pattern of violence.

27 Pray for our Jewish neighbors as they begin the observation of Passover. May
we all learn from one another’s faith and grow in our understandings of those who follow
God in various ways.

28

Pray for all who follow Jesus and boldly proclaim, “Hosanna in the
Highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!”

29 Pray for the members of St. John Lutheran Church, Cumberland, MD; and St.
John Lutheran Church (Edgemere), Baltimore, MD; St. John Lutheran
Church (Franklin Ave.), Baltimore, MD; and St. John Lutheran Church,
Hagerstown, MD.

30 Pray for those with macular degeneration and visual impairments. Keep them

safe and provide them with treatments and caregivers to help them navigate in the midst
of a sight-biased world.

31 Pray for all the Christian men and women across our synod who give their time,

energy, and resources to their congregations, the NGLS, and charitable organizations
everywhere.
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

This Lent, you are invited to participate in the Synod-Wide

Racial Equity Challenge
What is the Racial Equity Challenge?
Participating in the Racial Equity Challenge is a personal commitment to devote time during Lent to engage in
provided resources about the history and impact of racism, and the ways that bias, prejudice, privilege, and
oppression show up in our everyday lives. Each day of the challenge will be a new opportunity to consider
different voices and perspectives—a time to read, watch, listen, and learn.
When does the Challenge take place?
The Challenge begins February 18 and runs through March 29.
What do I need to do?
Each participant will access the Challenge material on our website and be encouraged, but not required, to join
a cohort that will meet weekly for conversation via Zoom.
How much does it cost?
Participating in the Racial Equity Challenge is free to all participants!

When do the cohorts meet?
There are 6 different cohorts to choose from (listed below). Once you have chosen the cohort that works best
in your schedule, be sure to register on our website at nglsynod.org/racial-equity-challenge (cohorts are
limited to no more than 10 participants each). Your cohort leader will be in touch prior to your first meeting
with Zoom information.
Sundays 1pm CT/ 2pm ET with Pr. Christina Forsythe of Porterfield/Beaver
Sundays 3pm CT/ 4pm ET with Pr. Tommy Richter of Zion, Manistique
Sundays 6pm CT/ 7pm ET Pr. Steve Gauger of Calvary, Rapid River
Mondays 10am CT/ 11am ET with Pr. Jared Howard of Faith, Calumet
Mondays 3pm CT/ 4pm ET with Pr. Rich Likeness of Ascension, Minocqua

Mondays 6:30pm CT/ 7:30pm ET with Pr. Keith Kolstad of Zion, Marinette

Registration and more information available on the Synod website at:
nglsynod.org/racial-equity-challenge.
Special thanks to Pastors Andrew Plocher and Molly Eversoll, and to all those who give generously to
the Equipping the Saints Endowment Fund that is supporting this effort.

