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My father was a historian. Often at the dinner table, he would
alert us to some historical milestone of the day. He would
announce with enthusiasm, “Five hundred
years ago today...” such and such happened.
Or “It’s been exactly ten years and four days
since…” Sometimes we would have to guess
what obscure anniversary was being named,
which was always impossible, unless it was
our birthday.
So prepare yourself as now I am going to
inflict the same reverie on you. It has been a
year, one whole year, since the pandemic
became real to our corner of the world. On March 15, 2020,
Pastor Jim Duehring was at St. Paul’s in Ironwood celebrating the
installation of their new pastor, the Rev. Doug Norquist. And on
that same day, practically that same hour, I was at Salem and
Zion, Ironwood, celebrating the installation of their new pastor,
the Rev. Nicole Hanson-Lynn. After that Sunday, practically
overnight, pastors were transformed into video producers, we
learned about FM transmitters, Zoom, making masks, and the
status quo became anything but quo.

In this past year, what have we learned? What have we lost? What
have we gained? God has been at work in this pandemic. I think
of the scripture readings that have to do with pruning, with being
refined like silver, with being molded like clay in the hands of the
potter. I think of God’s promise for new life, for renewal, to be
active in us as the Spirit pushes and pulls us as the body of Christ,
the Church, into a God-pleasing shape.
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No doubt, we have felt the points of pressure, even pain. We can
look back over this past year, which has felt much longer than 12
months, and compare then to now. We can look back and take
note that this will be our second pandemic Easter, that we will
still observe safety protocols and be silent of trumpets. We still
have a way to go before we can declare the pandemic is over. But
at this one year mark, we can look back and see what we have
gained.
We have learned how to be more connected in new ways.
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Our Lifelong Faith Formation classes connected
participants and teachers from the Copper Country to
the Soo, from Ironwood to Menominee. The current
Racial Equity Challenge is doing the same thing.
Pastors and leaders slogged through decision fatigue
to creatively meet the new challenges. Congregation
Councils did the hard work of figuring out safety
protocols and what metrics to apply to future
decisions of in person worship. I saw congregations
equipping parents to teach the faith with take home
packets and at home worship. I saw online meetings,
zoom coffee hour, email devotions, and hard copy
sermons sent through the mail.
You all have been and continue to be AMAZING!!!
What a year! What a difficult, trying, tiring,
creative, faith deepening, discipleship challenging,
grief provoking year of loss and gain. I know I am
not the only one who has felt weary, impatient, and
sad. But neither am I the only one who has found
new appreciation for what makes us Church, the
power of community, and how Christ becomes more
palpable when we are together.
Looking at both the positives and negatives of this
pandemic allows us to look forward with better
questions about what our next steps will be. There is
newness emerging and a hunger to dive deeply into
the things we took for granted before. As we gather
for worship again, as we reapply ourselves to
ministries that have been neglected, as we are newly
aware of what matters to us about the community of
faith, I urge that we continue in prayerful
discernment about future directions. I do not believe
it is wise to rush back to fill every corner with the
way we did things “before.”
I hope, in this year of
HOPE, that the same
care and consideration
that we invested in
designing safety
protocols will be
applied as we consider
what to carry forward and what to leave behind, and
what to begin from scratch. I know that God is
creating something new, and we are only just
beginning to perceive it.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

Transitions
We celebrate with Deacon Lori Ward who was
Ordained as a Minister of Word and Service on
February 7. Deacon Lori serves as our Licensed
Lay Ministry Coordinator and Lifelong Faith
Formation Administrator. Congratulations,
Deacon Lori!
We welcome Pastor Lon Hider who began serving
at Christ the King, Escanaba on February 16.
Pastor Hider comes to our synod from a different
denominational tradition and will be pursuing
additional seminary training to become an ELCA
pastor while also serving Christ the King.

Prayers of
Remembrance

We give thanks to God for the life of
Marvin Carl Wrege, husband of Rev.
Jennie Johnson Wrege who served as a
Pastor and Assistant to the Bishop in the
Northern Great Lakes Synod. Marv, age
79, of Appleton, WI, died February 22.
Our prayers are with Vicar Katy Tomlanovich (Our
Savior’s, Marinette) and her family as they mourn
the loss of her mother.
May God’s peace and comfort surround all those
who mourn.

Please Send to the Synod Office
Please remember to send a copy of your
congregation’s Annual Report to the Synod Office.
You can email it to ngls@nglsynod.org or mail it to
1029 N. Third St., Suite A, Marquette, MI 49855.
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Where I’ve Seen God Today
A good question to ask yourself is, “Where have I seen God today?” And if you haven’t been intentionally
asking yourself that question, perhaps the corollary would be, “Where have I seen God in the past week, or
months?” I think that most of us understand this question not as a literal seeing of God but as a spiritual
question. The assumption in this question is that God is “seeable” and “knowable” on some level.
Sometimes God seems quite hidden and not seeable. But, perhaps, by even asking ourselves that question,
we might grow in our faith and better “see” God.
So, “Where have I seen God lately?”
• I’ve seen God in people making phone calls to check in on
neighbors and family members during this pandemic.
• I’ve seen God challenging us to think about hard issues of
social justice around race and economic inequalities.
• I’ve seen God working through the many unnamed
researchers who developed vaccines for COVID-19.
• I’ve seen God in pastors and lay leaders digging deep into
their bag of resiliency and trying out new things in their
congregations.
• I’ve seen God in people who had never heard of Zoom
joining Bible and book studies through their church and
Lifelong Faith Formation classes offered through our
synod.
• I’ve seen God in the generosity of people supporting their
local businesses, donating blood, and delivering meals.
• I’ve seen God surrounding those who grieve many losses
including the death of loved ones in recent months.
• I’ve seen God challenging us to reevaluate what church
truly is as more than a building.
• I’ve seen God in people gathering outside in a church
parking lot in lawn chairs and social distancing to find joy
in the presence of others.
• I’ve seen God in pastors and parishioners who gather for worship in parking lots even in bitter cold
weather.
• I’ve seen people spending more time outdoors and appreciating the beauty of God’s creation.
If I truly stop to think about it, I’ve seen God many times!
Sometimes as a pastor, I would ask people before the start of a committee meeting, “Where have you seen
God today or this week?” Some people without hesitation would speak up and name something. Others
would be silent. I didn’t push people to say something. Perhaps they had never considered that question.
Perhaps they didn’t want to say the wrong thing. Perhaps they didn’t have words for how they “saw” God
at work.
I’m convinced that as individuals we benefit from asking ourselves that question about “God sightings.”
God is. And God can be known through Christ, our neighbor, and this created world.
Thank you, Lord, for being present, even when we do not “see” you!
Pastor Jim Duehring
Assistant to the Bishop, DEM
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Important Info

If you plan to be a voting member at Assembly in
May, we want to be sure you know:
1. Each voting member must have their own
device (voting members cannot share devices).
2. Each voting member will choose a unique
Username and will use their Password to sign
into the Synod Assembly Portal and receive
important instructions and information for the
online voting process during the orientation.
3. Each voting member is required to view 4
online orientation videos prior to Synod
Assembly: Technology, Budget, Synod
Constitution and Repudiation of the Doctrine of
Discovery. These videos will be available to
registered voters by April 15 through the Synod
Assembly Portal.
4. Each voting member is required to attend the
Voting Member Live Zoom session, “Testing
the Technology” on Friday, May 14 at 7 pm
ET/6 pm CT.
Online registration and payment for voting
members is now available on our website. Voters
need to be registered before 5 pm ET on April 15 in
order to take advantage of the regular voter
registration rate of $50. After 5 pm ET on April 15,
the late registration fee is $60. Registration closes
permanently at 5 pm ET on April 30, 2021 and
will not open again due to technology
requirements.
Each voter must be registered and paid for
separately online through PayPal (you may also pay
by debit or credit card). The Synod Assembly
Portal will include ALL of the pertinent
information for Synod Assembly week (orientation
videos, Zoom links, PAR materials, etc.). There are
two ways to register as a voter:
1. Register yourself, create your own Username

and Password (please write them down), pay for
yourself through the PayPal portal and then
request a reimbursement from your church.
2. The church Pastor, Office Administrator or an

authorized church official requests from each
respective voting member a Username of their
choice and a Password that will be connected to
their Username. Registration is completed with
the payment by the church official through the
online PayPal portal. Each registration must be
completed separately.
Once registration and payment are complete, voters
will be able to login to the Synod Assembly Portal.

Please Join Us

Visitors are more than welcome at all of our Synod
Assembly events. You do not need to register this
year and links to participate in the workshops and
observe the business meeting will be available on
the Synod website nglsynod.org.

Synod Assembly

The 2021 Assembly Offering will be distributed as
follows:
Opening Worship offering on Monday, May 10 will
be split evenly between:
➢ Answer the Call Clergy Debt Relief
➢ Answer the Call Seminarian Support
Installation offering on Thursday, May 13 will go to
Leadership Support
Offering can be shared anytime:
➢ Online at: nglsynod.org/donations/
Please note whether you are supporting
Answer the Call or Leadership Support in
the donation designation field.
➢ Mailed to: Northern Great Lakes Synod
1029 N. Third St., Suite A
Marquette, MI 49855
Please note which ministry you are
supporting in the memo.
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Overview of Synod Assembly Week

Voting members and visitors are encouraged to participate in activities throughout Synod Assembly Week!
There’s plenty to choose from as you can see below. Be sure to visit the Synod website for
up-to-date information and details. *Events with words in red are required for voting members.

Sunday, May 9-Saturday, May 15:

Daily Prayfaithfully Video Devotions by Synod Conference Presidents & Representatives
➢ View Prayfaithfully video devotions at: nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully/daily-devotions/

Monday, May 10:

7 pm ET/6 PM CT: Opening Worship
➢ Worship will premiere on our website: nglsynod.org/assembly/

Tuesday, May 11, Wednesday, May 12 & Thursday, May 13:
8 Workshop Options to Choose From
➢ Please see the Synod Assembly Workshops insert for details
➢ Workshops being offered this year:
 Bias in Rural America
 Planning Effective Worship in a Digital Age
 A Conversation with Our Anishinaabe Neighbors
 Year of Discovery Q & A
 Evolving with Technology
 Holistic Health for Holistic Living
 Ruining John 3:16 So That You Will Have Life
 Faithful Innovations

Thursday, May 13:

7 PM ET/6 PM CT: Live Installation Service of Rev. Grant Van Lishout & Deacon Lori Ward
➢ Preaching Minister: Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
➢ View the livestream at: nglsynod.org/assembly/

Friday, May 14:

7 PM ET/6 PM CT: Testing the Technology, Celebration of Anniversaries & Retirements,
Fellowship, Enjoy Conversation with Bishop Elizabeth Eaton & Each Other
➢ Attendance is required for voting members.
➢ Voting members can join the Zoom from the Portal: nglsynod.org/assembly/submissions/

Saturday, May 15:

9-10 AM ET/8-9 AM CT: Voting Member Check-In
➢ Attendance is required for voting members. Early check-in is encouraged!
➢ Voting members can join the Zoom from the Portal: nglsynod.org/assembly/submissions/
10 AM-4 PM ET/9 AM-3 PM CT: Synod Assembly Business Meeting
➢ Attendance is required for voting members.

NGLS on Facebook: facebook.com/NorthernGreatLakesSynod
NGLS on YouTube: search for “Northern Great Lakes Synod”

Page 6

Northern Light

Our 2021 ELCA Representative to Synod Assembly
is the Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton!
Bishop Eaton will preach at the Installation Service on
Thursday, May 13, join us for fellowship and conversation
on Friday, May 14 and also provide the ELCA report at
our business meeting on Saturday, May 15.
We welcome Bishop Eaton in our midst!

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton was reelected to serve a second six-year term as ELCA
presiding bishop at the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. Eaton is the ELCA’s fourth
presiding bishop and was first elected at the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.
Eaton earned a Master of Divinity degree from Harvard Divinity School and a Bachelor
of Music Education degree from the College of Wooster.
Eaton was ordained in 1981 and served three different congregations in Ohio before
being elected bishop of the ELCA Northeastern Ohio Synod in 2006. She was reelected
synod bishop in May 2013, shortly before her election as ELCA presiding bishop.
Eaton’s four emphases for the ELCA are: We are church; We are Lutheran; We are
church together; We are church for the sake of the world. These four emphases are
fundamental to identifying who the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is.
In 2015, under Eaton’s leadership, the ELCA underwent an extensive vision process to help this church
journey faithfully and effectively together in the years ahead. The process resulted in Future Directions 2025, a
strategic framework that helps shared leadership across the ELCA realize common aspirations and better face
the challenges of this church.
In addition, with Eaton’s guidance, the ELCA launched Bishop Eaton’s Leadership Initiative, which
encourages all ELCA members to seek out and inspire gifted people in our congregations and communities to
consider a call to the ministry of the gospel.
As chief ecumenical officer of the ELCA, she represents this church in a wide range of ecumenical and interfaith
settings. She is vice president for North America on the Council of the Lutheran World Federation and serves on the
governing board and development committee of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and on
the Religions for Peace USA Council of Presidents.
As presiding bishop, Eaton travels extensively, representing the ELCA in a variety of capacities. This has
included a visit to a Syrian refugee camp; commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation with
Lutherans from around the world in Namibia; participating in an ecumenical service to commemorate the
Reformation in the Lund, Sweden, cathedral with Pope Francis; visiting with migrants in Honduras; and
attending the fifth consultation of women pastors and theologians in Tanzania.
Eaton’s husband is the Rev. T. Conrad Selnick, an Episcopal priest. They are parents of two adult children,
Rebeckah and Susannah.
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims
Full-Time
Immanuel, Escanaba—Rev. Dennis Meyette
Grace, Gwinn—Rev. Bre Kinnunen
Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej
Community, Palmer and Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM
Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde
Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM
All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Sue Johnson
St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Deames
Grace, Pembine—Rev. Dwaine Sutherland
First, Gladstone—Rev. Dennis Meyette
First, Iron River—Rev. D.J. Rasner
Christ the King, Escanaba—Rev. Lon Hider
Faith, Rock and First, Trenary—Rev. Rell Spickerman

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
~Hebrews 11:1
Just as we were faced with the unknown due to the pandemic of 2020, we cannot know what changes
will occur in 2021. Mission support pledges to the Synod are down by 2.7% as congregations make their
best effort to keep their ministries strong. While certainly a challenge to the Synod budget, we trust in a
God who has shown time and again God’s overwhelming love and abundant blessings. We cannot see
the future, but we can place our hope in God’s abiding presence with us, trusting God to provide all that
is needed, knowing that God will never fail us or forsake us.
- Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper
As of 2/28

2020

2021

$ Change

% Change

Pledged Amount

796,322

774,999

-21,323

-2.7%

Amount Received

109,195

116,764

+7,569

+6.9%

Designated Gifts

20,312

13,096

- 7,216

-35.5%
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Prayfaithfully
NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule
April & May 2021

March 28-April 3

Pastor Norm Peterson

April 4-10

Ken Raisanen

April 11-17

Sherri Makowski

April 18-24

Pastor Eleanor Russey

April 25-May 1

Pastor Douglas Norquist

May 2-8

Rebecca Peterson

May 9-15

Synod Conference Presidents & Representatives

May 16-22

Hayley Smith

May 23-29

Virginia Paulson, LLM

The 2021 Synod Assembly is entirely virtual! From registration and payment to
workshops and the business meeting, we look forward to seeing you online May 10-15.
We hope the following information might answer a few of your initial questions.
Where do I find out more about the 2021 Synod Assembly?
The best place to find details and information is on the Synod Assembly website: nglsynod.org/assembly/.
What is the cost of Synod Assembly?
Voters need to be registered before 5 pm ET on April 15 in order to take advantage of the regular voter registration rate of
$50. After 5 pm ET on April 15, the late voter registration fee is $60. Payments are made online only this year.
Registration closes permanently at 5 pm ET on April 30, 2021 and will not open again due to technology
requirements.
Can I register for Synod Assembly by mail?
Because each voter must use the Synod Portal to access the business meeting Zoom link and voting, registration and
payments are online only this year. Registration is located here on our website: nglsynod.org/assembly/
What is the Synod Assembly Portal and how do I access it?
The Synod Assembly Portal is the place where voting members will go for orientation videos, Zoom links, voting during
Saturday’s business meeting and more. You will use the Username and Password created at registration to gain access and
you can log in by clicking “My Account Login” at the top of the Synod Assembly website: nglsynod.org/assembly/
When will the 4 orientation videos be ready for me to complete?
We will have the orientation videos uploaded to the Synod Assembly Portal by April 15, 2021.
I’m a visitor, can I attend the workshops and the business meeting?
Yes! Visitors are welcome to participate in the workshops and observe Saturday’s business meeting. Please visit the Synod
website for details and Zoom links. Visitors do not need to register or pay.
Where can I watch the worship services?
Monday’s Opening Worship and Thursday’s Installation Service will be available in several places:
• NGLS website nglsynod.org
• NGLS Facebook page facebook.com/NorthernGreatLakesSynod
• NGLS YouTube channel Search for “Northern Great Lakes Synod” on YouTube or
youtube.com/channel/UCe-gKZlV1gz1NETWjV6fDcQ
Will more details be sent to voting members prior to Synod Assembly?
Yes! Voting member materials will be sent to the address you provide at registration after April 15, 2021. All of these
materials will also be available on the Synod Assembly website: nglsynod.org/assembly/.
What if I have more questions about Synod Assembly?
Feel free to contact the Synod Office at (906) 228-2300 or ngls@nglsynod.org.

Step by Step Instructions on How to Register for Synod Assembly
If you are a Visitor:
No registration needed! All links will be available on the Synod website, Facebook page
and YouTube channel.
If you are a Deacon, Clergy, Lay Male or Lay Female, please use these instructions:
1. Go to the Synod Assembly website: nglsynod.org/assembly/
2. Choose “Synod Assembly Voter Registration” from the menu on the right-hand side of the page.
3. Be sure to read the section labeled *VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR VOTING
MEMBERS* at the top of the page.
4. Fill in all fields on the form.
5. Please write down your Username and Password (will be used to log into the Synod
Assembly Portal).
6. Review the Terms and Conditions and check the box below to indicate you’ve read and
understand the important information for voting members.
7. Click the button “Click to Continue to Payment to Register” at the bottom of the page.
8. You will be directed to the PayPal payment next (payments are online only this year).
a. If you have a PayPal account, login to make the payment.
b. If you do not have a PayPal account, click “Pay with Debit or Credit Card.”
9. Once you submit your payment, you will receive an email confirmation saying your
account (Synod Assembly Portal) has been activated.
a. Orientation videos and more will be loaded into the Synod Assembly Portal by
April 15, 2021.
If you are Retired Clergy, Seminarian or Current Lay Synod Council Member, please use
these instructions:
1. Go to the Synod Assembly website: nglsynod.org/assembly/
2. Choose “Synod Assembly Voter Registration for Retired Clergy, Seminarians and Current Lay
Synod Council” from the menu on the right-hand side of the page.
3. Be sure to read the section labeled *VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR VOTING
MEMBERS* at the top of the page.
4. Fill in all fields on the form.
5. Please write down your Username and Password (will be used to log into the Synod
Assembly Portal).
6. Review the Terms and Conditions and check the box below to indicate you’ve read and
understand the important information for voting members.
7. Click “Register” at the bottom of the page.
8. You will receive an email confirmation saying your account (Synod Assembly Portal) has
been activated.
a. Orientation videos and more will be loaded into the Synod Assembly Portal by
April 15, 2021.

Synod Assembly Workshops 2021
Workshops are open to all! Please see reverse side for workshop descriptions.
Date & Time
Planning Effective
Worship in a
Digital Age

Tuesday, May 11 at 2 pm ET

Evolving
with
Technology
Holistic Health
for Holistic
Living

Tuesday, May 11 at 3 pm ET

Tuesday, May 11 at 7 pm ET

Ruining John
3:16 So That
You Will Have
Life

Bias in Rural
America

Wednesday, May 12 at 7 pm ET

Ruining John
3:16 So That
You Will Have
Life

Bias in Rural
America
Planning Effective
Worship in a
Digital Age

Planning Effective
Worship in a
Digital Age

Ruining John
3:16 So That
You Will Have
Life

Evolving
with
Technology

Year of Discovery
Q&A

Wednesday, May 12 at 8 pm ET

Thursday, May 13 at 11 am ET

Faithful
Innovations

A Conversation with
our Anishinaabe
Neighbors*

Tuesday, May 11 at 8 pm ET

Wednesday, May 12 at 3 pm ET

Faithful
Innovations

Holistic Health
for Holistic
Living

Faithful
Innovations

Synod Assembly Workshop Descriptions
 “Bias in Rural America” with Pastor Christina Forsythe

How do we talk about racial injustice or address biases in our community? This workshop will look at what is going on in our
nation through the lens of history and scripture. We will also talk about bias in ourselves and our communities. This workshop will
be a space where we can share resources and provide you with a jumping off point for other opportunities to learn and advocate.
Tuesday, May 11 at 6 pm CT / 7 pm ET
Wednesday, May 12 at 2 pm CT / 3 pm ET  View workshop promo video here: https://youtu.be/Ih-wvqq4YlM

 “Planning Effective Worship in a Digital Age” with Lucas Wickstrom

How do we plan for worship that engages and reaches both virtual and in-person worshippers? What do we need to change or
adapt to meet the needs of all worshippers? How do we balance the needs of our virtual worshippers and our in-person assembly?
What about virtual funerals and weddings? Join me for discussion and ideas your congregation can use to start to answer these
questions and adapt to this new age of worship.
Tuesday, May 11 at 1 pm CT / 2 pm ET
Wednesday, May 12 at 6 pm CT / 7 pm ET
Thursday, May 13 at 10 am CT / 11 am ET  View workshop promo video here: https://youtu.be/VJokpKrnRiU

 A Conversation with our Anishinaabe Neighbors*

*This conversation will likely exceed 50 minutes
Listening to the stories of others is so very important, and this promises to be especially powerful as we hear from a panel of
Anishinaabe people as they speak about their culture and tradition and what it means to revitalize their culture today. Come and
step into the world of Anishinaabe ways of knowing and being.
Tuesday, May 11 at 7 pm CT / 8 pm ET
 View conversation promo video here: https://youtu.be/ZYj_RzfuMCM

 Year of Discovery Q&A with the Year of Discovery Task Force

In 2020 the Synod Council of the Northern Great Lakes Synod declared a “Year of Discovery” as a time of learning and
conversation about the historical content of the “Doctrine of Discovery.” This “Year of Discovery” was also a call to
appreciate the history, heritage and culture of Native American peoples and acknowledge the contributions that Native Americans
have made and continue to make to the life and the culture of this country. This “Year of Discovery” could also be a starting point
for engaging in dialogue with Native American siblings and building relationships. This online “Question and Answer” workshop
will be facilitated by the Synod Task Force for the Year of Discovery as they have reflected on these matters and produced many
resources. Zoom participants will have an opportunity to ask questions of the task force and/or listen to the conversation.
Wednesday, May 12 at 7 pm CT / 8 pm ET  View workshop promo video here: https://youtu.be/CfqF6qCbDOI

 “Evolving with Technology” with Alex Fluegel

Have you ever wondered how you can fully utilize technology to enhance your mission? With this big picture presentation,
explore how small rural churches and nonprofits can grow with technology today and into the future. This pre-recorded online
workshop will explore the three I’s of technological change: Individuals, Investment, and Integration.
Tuesday, May 11 at 1 pm CT / 2 pm ET
Wednesday, May 12 at 6 pm CT / 7 pm ET  View workshop promo video here: https://youtu.be/2E8PWD5HxKQ

 “Holistic Health for Holistic Living” with Pastor Andrea Fluegel and Pastor Shannyn Fuerst

In our workshop we will explore deep health, gain insight into your definition of health, understand the sheer importance of caring
for your whole self as a beloved creation of God, and how you can support health for church leadership. Healthy leaders, both lay
and rostered, build healthy congregations and ministries.
Tuesday, May 11 at 2 pm CT / 3 pm ET
Wednesday, May 12 at 7 pm CT / 8 pm ET  View workshop promo video here: https://youtu.be/3EvSMD5ZxPE

 “Ruining John 3:16 So that You Will Have Life” with Pastor Tommy Richter

Here it comes, it’s the rock-star Bible verse that’s held up at football games, it’s tattooed in people’s flesh, and it’s even got its own
line of merchandise. It’s so popular, you can call it by name and everyone knows what you’re talking about: John 3:16! But is all
the hype and fame of this one verse truly deserved? Come find out why you might not want it so proudly on your bumper sticker.
And then stick around to hear why there’s still life to be found in this scripture beyond the empty glitz and glam of stardom.
Tuesday, May 11 at 6 pm CT / 7 pm ET
Wednesday, May 12 at 2 pm CT / 3 pm ET
Wednesday, May 12 at 6 pm CT / 7 pm ET  View workshop promo video here: https://youtu.be/9Ne7xtyAtZQ

 “Faithful Innovations” with Pastor Jim Duehring

So many ask, “How can my church grow and become more vital?” In this workshop you won’t be given the definitive answer to
that question, but you will be introduced to some of the concepts of a helpful group learning process called, “Faithful Innovations.”
There is powering learning from God’s Word, listening well to others and learning with others. Whether you have already
participated in Faithful Innovations or you are simply curious, you are welcome to join one of these workshops.
Tuesday, May 11 at 2 pm CT / 3 pm ET
Tuesday, May 11 at 6 pm CT / 7 pm ET
Thursday, May 13 at 10 am CT / 11 am ET  View workshop promo video here: https://youtu.be/vBWWZwd3ne4

...an end to World Hunger!!!
But until that happens, we do what we can.
Every year at our Assembly,
the Northern Great Lakes Synod receives your World Hunger offering.
Your generosity as congregations and individuals joins the gifts of every other
congregation in the whole ELCA to address issues of hunger and poverty.
You and your congregation are invited to prepare for the World Hunger Offering by
taking some special offerings and inviting gifts.
Send in your donations to our Synod Office at
1029 North Third St. Suite A, Marquette, MI 49855
or make your gift by clicking on the “Donations” button
on the Synod website and indicating “World Hunger” in
the designation field.

Applications for the 2021 cycle of ELCA World Hunger Domestic Hunger Grants will
open soon! Please visit the ELCA Domestic Hunger Grants website for full details.
Application Timeline
• Registration open: March 17, 2021 – May 5, 2021
NOTE: Applicants must be registered in ELCA GrantMaker to access the application. Allow up to two
weeks for registration approval. If you have not registered by May 20, you will not be able to start a
new application. If you have already registered in ELCA GrantMaker, you do not need to register
again. Starting April 1, 2020, you can log in directly at elca.fluxx.io using the Google Chrome browser
to start your application.
• Application open: April 19, 2021 – May 21, 2021
• Application review: June 2021 – October 2021
• Awards announced: Details on the grant decision timeline will be provided at a later date.
• Grant Awards: https://www.elca.org/domestichungergrants
• Awards will be for a three-year cycle, with a maximum award of $10,000 per year, contingent
upon fund availability and the completion of annual evaluations.
• New applications are accepted annually. The application period typically opens in spring.
Criteria
• At a minimum, ELCA World Hunger Domestic Hunger Grant applicants must be:
• a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization;
• able to demonstrate a strong, recognized and established relationship with a congregation,
ministry or institution of the ELCA;
• able to demonstrate a strong, recognized and established relationship with the community in
which the work will take place; and
• actively engaged in the work described in the application.
• Given the priority areas described above, ELCA World Hunger especially seeks to support ministries
that:
• clearly address root causes of hunger in communities;
• demonstrate strong commitment to diversity and inclusion in leadership and decision-making,
including direct engagement of people who themselves are experiencing hunger or poverty;
• create or foster opportunities for advocacy toward systemic change;
• leverage local assets through partnerships with other local ministries and organizations and
invest their own time and financial resources in the ministry.
• As a ministry of the church, ELCA World Hunger will prioritize ELCA congregations in the award
process.
• Organizations that discriminate among guests and neighbors, require participation in faith-related
activities as a prerequisite for services or apply as “pass-through” organizations will not be considered
for funding.
For more information on what you need to apply for a grant, visit: https://www.elca.org/domestichungergrants

You are invited to celebrate our week of Synod Assembly,
by making a donation to the following Synod ministry efforts.
Answer the Call: This Endowment Ministry strives to support seminary students and
pastors before, during, and after they answer the call to ministry. Financial contributions
will be split between the Endowment Fund for Seminarian Scholarships and the Clergy
Debt Relief Endowment Fund.
Leadership Support: This fund underwrites the expense of Continuing Education
events hosted by our Synod, thereby reducing the expense to congregations and
their pastoral leaders.

Go to
www.nglsynod.org
or send a check to the
Northern Great Lakes Synod
1029 N. 3rd St. Suite A
Marquette, MI 49855

Thank you for your generosity!!

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar – April 2021
1

Just as Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, pray that each of us may
find joy and fulfillment in a life of service to others as disciples of
our Savior, Jesus the Christ.

2

At the foot of the cross we see Jesus’ tortured body and feel his pain, yet at the
same time we experience this as God's greatest gift. Pray that, as you
leave the cross, you take the crucified Christ with you today.

3

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Linda Forray (4/3), George
Kaiser (4/14), Nancy Kauppi (4/16), and Sherry Van Lishout (4/20).

4

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Say these words over and
over – make this your breath prayer today and every day. Thank God for the
risen Christ today and every day knowing that he is with you now and
has prepared a place for you in his kingdom where you will live forever.

5

Pray for the World Health Organization and all medical professionals as they
continue to deal with the pandemic and other health concerns around the world.

6

Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:
Linda Forray (4/8), Breanne Kinnunen (4/22), and Terry Frankenstein (4/23).

7

Pray for all Rostered Leaders and their families – that they may have productive
times of study and prayer, relaxing days of renewal, and supportive relationships inside
and beyond the congregations they serve.

8

Pray for the members of St. John Lutheran Church (Harford Rd.), Baltimore,
MD; St. John Lutheran Church, Linthicum Heights, MD; St. John Lutheran
Church, Myersville, MD; and St. John Lutheran Church, Phoenix, MD.

9

Pray for Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, their year-round staff, and the young
adults who will be interviewing, training, and serving as summer staff. Pray
also for all of the children, youth, adults, and families who will be blessed through
camping experiences this summer. May they all be safe and healthy.

10

Pray for all those participating in the Faithful Innovations Training via Zoom
today. May the Holy Spirit inspire these teams as they continue to spread God’s love.

11

Pray for all our Seminary Students, especially Krystle Moraska, as they continue
their preparation for rostered ministry.

12

Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially Immanuel Lutheran Church, Escanaba, and their
Interim Pastor Dennis Meyette.

13

Pray for the members of Mbagala Lutheran Church, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania,
and their NGLS mission partner Immanuel Lutheran Church, Rhinelander.

14

Pray for accountants, treasurers, and tax preparers as they work long hours
helping others get their taxes sent in on time.

15

Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they meet today in Marquette and
make plans for our ministries in our Synod and around the ELCA.

16

Pray for all of creation as God brings renewed life with the spring.

17

Pray for all those participating in the Faithful Finances Workshop via Zoom
today. May God bless them with insight and understanding.

18

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Chrys Hendrick (4/28), and
Bob Patrick (4/29).

19

Pray for Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service as they work with people who
have fled from their homes due to famine, hunger, war, or natural disasters.

20 Pray for teachers and students as they prepare for and celebrate spring

awards banquets, proms, and other events. Pray that their celebrations will be safe
and sober events.

21

Pray for the members of St. John Lutheran Church (Pimlico), Baltimore, MD; St.
John Lutheran Church, Thurmont, MD; St. John Lutheran Church,
Westminster, MD; and St. Luke Lutheran Church, Cumberland, MD.

22

Pray for this planet on Earth Day. Pray that all people take care of this place God has
entrusted to us and preserve it for future generations by recycling and conserving its
resources.

23

Pray for all who are homebound or in care facilities, that they may feel God’s love
surrounding them at all times.

24

Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially Faith Lutheran Church, Three Lakes, and their
Interim Pastor John Kuziej.

25

Pray for all those suffering from malaria and those in danger of contracting malaria
today on World Malaria Day.

26

Pray for all active duty military personnel. Pray for their safety, their families
who miss them so much, and for peace between nations that are currently at war.

27

Pray for all college students as they prepare for final exams and search for summer
jobs and places to begin their careers.

28

Pray for Lutheran Disaster Response and all of their partner ministries around the
world. Pray also for the victims of natural and human-caused disasters.

29

Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they meet today in Marquette and
make plans for our ministries in our Synod and around the ELCA.

30 Pray for farmers and gardeners and other outdoor workers as signs of spring

begin to show. May they be safe and have the weather they need to accomplish the tasks
that need to be done when they need to be done.
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar – May 2021
1

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Philip Johnson (5/1), Grant
Van Lishout (5/12), Tammy Barthels (5/13), and Rita Chirala (5/15).

2

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Pray for all those who live with mental
illnesses and those who love them, and the health teams who offer treatment.
May all receive the care that they need.

3

Pray for our NGLS Endowment Fund Board members as they meet today via Zoom
and continue managing these funds and planning for the wonderful ministries empowered
by these gifts to our Synod.

4

Pray for all those who are graduating from our ELCA seminaries this spring.
May they receive calls quickly and may their service to our congregations and other
ministries continue to spread the Good News of God’s Kingdom to all the world.

5

Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Virginia
Paulson (5/5).

6

Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they meet today in Marquette and
make plans for our ministries in our Synod and around the ELCA.

7

Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month:
Nick Johannes (5/10), Dwaine Sutherland (5/12), Douglas Buck (5/18), Tom Otis (5/21),
Norman Peterson (5/23), George Kaiser (5/24), and John Shallow (5/24).

8

Pray for all those young adults who are confirmed this spring. May they continue
to grow in faith towards Jesus Christ, our Savior.

9

Pray for mothers everywhere on Mother's Day as you honor your own
mother. Pray for the women who long to be mothers or grieve infertility,
miscarriage, and other losses of their children; and for all who grieve the loss of
their mother.

10 Pray for all those who are participating in our Northern Great Lakes Synod
Assembly today through May 15. May our Synod continue to grow in faith and
wisdom as we spread the Good News of Jesus Christ our Lord to all the world.

11

Pray for our Synod Council members as they gather during our Synod Assembly week
of activities.

12 Today is National Nursing Day. Pray for all nurses everywhere, and especially in
our congregations, who care for us and our loved ones when we are in need.

13 Pray for Pastor Grant Van Lishout as he is installed in his Synod call to serve at
Marywood Franciscan Spirituality Center, and Deacon Lori Ward as she is installed in
her call to serve as our Synod Missioner. These installations will happen during our online
Synod Assembly Worship at 7:00pm ET.

14 Pray for members of Magomeni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania,
and their partner congregation Zion Lutheran Church, Manistique.

15
16
17

Pray for all those who are gathering for our Synod Assembly business meeting
online. Pray that there are no technical glitches and that God guides them in their
discussions of ministry and decisions for the future of our Synod.
Pray for members of St. Luke Lutheran Church (Dundalk), Baltimore, MD; St.
Luke Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD; St. Luke Lutheran Church (Hampden),
Baltimore, MD; and St. Luke Lutheran Church, New Windsor, MD.
Pray for all those planning, leading, and attending Baccalaureate Services – that
faith will continue to be supported in our communities and students will grow in their faith
throughout their lives.

18 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially Immanuel Lutheran Church in Escanaba and their
interim Pastor Dennis Meyette.
19 Pray for students who will be graduating from High School in the coming days that
higher education and employment opportunities will be available to them.
20 Pray for teachers, bus drivers, school staff and administrators – as they head into
the final days and weeks of the school year and begin plans for Summer School and the
next school year.
21 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: John Shallow (5/21),
Matthew Deames (5/21), and Bethany Rutten-Kempees (5/28).

22 Pray for all those participating in the Faithful Innovations Training via Zoom
today. May the Holy Spirit inspire these teams as they continue to spread God’s love.

23 Pray for our Companion Synod Committee as they meet and discuss these vital
partnerships and how we do ministry together.
24 Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month:
Dean Peterson (5/26), Doug Schoen (5/27), Tommy Richter (5/30), Dale Skogman
(5/30), Mary Weinkauf (5/30), and Christine Thomas-Echelbarger (5/31).
25 Pray for Lutheran Social Service agencies and the people whom they serve.

26 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet and follow-up on decisions and plans that were
27

made during the Synod Assembly.
Pray for camps and camping ministries, especially Fortune Lake Lutheran
Camp, as they gear up for the summer and as their summer staff members are trained.
May the Holy Spirit empower and guide them as they watch over all who will be in their
care this summer.

28 Pray for prayer ministries – that all may know God’s power in their lives.
29 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed. We ask you, Heavenly Father, to send
them opportunities to work, to keep their families well-fed, and to teach those of
us more fortunate how we may help them.
30 Pray for the members of St. Luke Lutheran Church (Parkville), Baltimore, MD;
St. Mark Lutheran Church, Laurel, MD; St. Mark Lutheran Church,
Hagerstown, MD; and St. Mark Lutheran Church, Hampstead, MD.

31

On this Memorial Day, we remember all US military personnel who have
died serving our country. We grieve with their families and pray that the day
will come when no more wars are fought and no more soldiers die.
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

Faithful Innovations Training
No doubt during the last year you and your congregation
needed to gauge what was going on around you and adapt
because of the pandemic. You tried new things and
learned from them.
In many ways you are already adopting some of the
principles in the “Faithful Innovations” process.
We invite you to dig even deeper and consider how an
intentional adaptive communal learning process could help
your congregation. Gather a team of 4 to 7 lay people to
join your rostered leader or licensed lay minister and
experience the process of Faithful Innovations. Congregations with an interim leader also
are very welcome to participate.

Trainings begin on April 10 and the deadline to register is April 5.
Cost is only $50 per congregation.
Here’s a testimonial from Toni Waara, a lay leader at Bethany Lutheran in Mohawk, MI:
“’For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of
them.’ (Matthew 18:20 NKJV). The Faithful Innovations training provided by our NGL
Synod, gave our core group, our ‘Guiding Team,’ an opportunity to strengthen our faith
together. We gained courage to share our faith more openly with our fellow
congregational members and with our community both in action and in words. Through
Dwelling in the Word, we focused on what God might be up to in the Keweenaw. The
Faithful Innovations training brought us to a place where we could take our own next steps
following ‘God at Work’ planning. We went out into the surrounding towns, bringing new
life to our Sunday School, sharing meals, bringing a Christ-based activity to a local
Christmas celebration (right along with Santa). Our own active Church membership is
small, but the world around us is a big place where God still has work to do.”
To learn more, visit the Upcoming Events section of our website nglsynod.org.
Contact Pastor Jim Duehring, Assistant to the Bishop, with any questions (906) 228-2300.

Leadership Coaching in our Synod
Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor Jim Duehring, is an ELCA trained coach
through CoachNet. He is available for free coaching sessions for
interested and motivated individuals within our synod. Whether you are a
rostered leader or a lay leader in your congregation, you might benefit from
coaching.
• Coaching is a posture of helping someone achieve a goal.
• Deep listening happens and a supportive relationship is developed.
• ELCA Coaching is an interactive process between three people: the
leader, the coach, and the Holy Spirit.
• Coaching trusts the Holy Spirit will guide, enlighten, and empower
the process of self-discovery, marshal the needed resources to
accomplish what is desired, and empower the change to achieve the
desired results.
• Coaching is about growth, change, and results.
• It believes that the answers to what a leader wants to do lie within
the leader.
• The task of the coach is to draw those out by creating the opportunity
for the “ah-ha” moments of discovery.
It is the hope of our Synod Vitality Team to build up a culture of coaching
within our synod to help individuals and congregational systems grow in
faith and vitality!
Contact Pastor Jim at (906) 228-2300 with your questions or interest
around coaching.

Northern Great Lakes Synod

FAITHFUL FINANCES
A Workshop for All Those Entrusted
with Congregational Finances:

Treasurer, Financial Secretary,
Pastor, Council, Parish Secretary

Saturday, April 17
9:30 a.m.— 12:30 p.m. ET
Via Zoom! No Charge!

A Zoom link will be sent to those who register

Topics Include:
Best practices for handling
cash funds—income/expenses
W-2 vs. 1099 NEC reporting
Required Synod and IRS Forms
- and more!

Expanding our Faith in
These Virtual Times
By Chuck Thomas, NGLS Vice President

How do we stay connected with our
Lutheran faith during times like the
current Covid-19 pandemic? I suspect
that just like me, many people miss the
direct connectivity with their church
family. While it may be difficult or
impossible to fully gather together in
person, there are still many opportunities
to expand our Lutheran faith. Many of
the congregations of the Northern Great
Lakes Synod (NGLS) have been livestreaming their worship services. So, if
attendance at Sunday worship is not
feasible, you can stay in touch with a
worship service via the internet.

NGLS faith expanding opportunities
include workshop opportunities at this
year’s Synod Assembly, the Lifelong
Faith Formation (LFF)
classes, and many more
resources found on the
NGLS website at
nglsynod.org. One blessing
coming from the Covid-19
pandemic is the growth of readily
accessible virtual meeting applications
like Zoom. Zoom has made it possible
for learners from any location to
participate in the LFF classes, regardless
of where the instructor is located. LFF
classes are offered each fall and winter
and the offerings are listed on the NGLS
website found at nglsynod.org/lifelongfaith-formation/.

By using virtual meeting technology,
eight workshops at the Synod Assembly
this year will be open to everyone. Most
of us never get to attend the Synod
Assembly and this is an easy opportunity
to experience some of the workshops.
Check the NGLS website for availability
and sign-up information.
There are many other resources on the
internet that we can access during this
time when our local small study and/or
discussion groups are unable to meet.
The ELCA has several resources for
study and learning on its
website at elca.org. At this
website, look under the
headings “Faith” and “Resources” for
links to learning opportunities.
Accessing past guest lectures at Luther
Seminary is another wonderful
opportunity to stay connected with our
faith. These can be found at
luthersem.edu/lectures/. Some examples
of past lectures include a talk
by Mark Teasdale on
“Stewards of God’s
Mysteries, Leaders for the
World”, an Ellen Davis sermon on Psalm
126, a lecture on “Integrating Green in
Congregations” by Larry Rasmussen,
and a presentation by Beverly Roberts
Gaventa titled “We, They, and All in
Paul’s Letter to the Romans.”
In this article I have listed only a few of
the possibilities for continued faith
growth. Even when there are limitations
placed on our ability to gather, we can
still study and expand our faith.

Northern Great Lakes Synod Calendar
Stay up to date on meeting times and places by visiting the Synod website, nglsynod.org!

2

Synod Office Closed

4

Happy Easter!

10

Faithful Innovations, 11 am-2 pm ET
via Zoom

15

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the
Synod Office

17

Faithful Finances, 9:30 am-12:30 pm
ET via Zoom

29

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the
Synod Office

3

Endowment Fund Board Meeting, 6:30
pm ET via Zoom

6

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET at the
Synod Office

10

Synod Assembly Opening Worship
online, 7 pm ET

11-13

Synod Assembly Workshops throughout
the day (please see insert for details)

13

Installation of Rev. Grant Van Lishout
and Deacon Lori Ward online, 7 pm ET

14

Testing the Technology & Celebration of
Anniversaries & Ordinations online, 7 pm
ET

15

Synod Assembly Business Meeting
Voting member check-in: 9-10 am ET
Business Meeting: 10 am-4 pm ET

22

Faithful Innovations, 11 am-2 pm ET via
Zoom

23

Companion Synod Committee Meeting, 4
pm ET via Zoom

26

NGLS Staff Meeting, 11:30 am ET at the
Synod Office

31

Synod Office Closed

Thank you to the following donors for their generous support of the work of
Christ in and through our Synod.

Answer the Call
Roger & Kay Knuth
Trinity, Trout Creek
Companion Synod Projects
Salem, Ironwood
Grace, Pembine
ELCA Disaster Funds
Bethany, Amasa
Salem, Ironwood
Immanuel, Rhinelander
All Saints, Wakefield
ELCA Good Gifts
Holy Trinity, Chassell
Equipping the Saints Endowment
Fund
Laurel Kniskern
Lutheran Campus Ministry
Grace, Gwinn
Trinity, Ishpeming
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo

Lutheran Social Services
Emanuel, Skandia
Lutheran World Relief
Holy Trinity, Chassell
Salem, Ironwood
Zion, Marinette
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Eden, Munising
NGLS Seminarian Support
Trinity, Ishpeming
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner
Skogman Scholarship
Paul Manson
Skrenes Fund for Ministry
Bishop Tom & Luanne Skrenes
UP Wild
Rev. Jim & Gisele Duehring
World Missionary Support
Grace, Pembine

