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Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod, 
 
I remember my First Communion on Easter 
Sunday of my 5th grade year of school.  On the 
Maundy Thursday previous, our community of 
faith gathered for a Seder Meal and even though it was Lent, I had 
an Epiphany.  That meal, coupled with the worship experiences of 
The Three Days (also called The Triduum:  Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Holy Saturday with Easter Vigil), connected the 
dots in my 11-year-old mind to the chronology of the passion  
story.  Calling Holy Communion the “last supper” actually made 
sense for the first time.  One would think that this would have 
been obvious, but I confess it was not.  Until that Maundy  
Thursday Seder, I didn’t quite understand the flow and  
connectedness of Jesus’ last hours.  When Easter Sunday came, 
there were two worship services with a brunch in between.  I had 
to stay for both services, so I went to communion twice that  
morning.  My parents thought that was funny and I remember not 
really understanding why. 
 
I would guess most of us have a First Communion story.  And 
those who are older will remember when Holy Communion was 
celebrated far less frequently – annually even, then maybe  
monthly, then every other week, and for many of our  
congregations, our pre-pandemic rhythm was weekly. 

 
For the last thirty years or so, our church body has encouraged 
weekly communion so that people will be reminded with a clear 
and tangible sign, a sign they can taste and touch, that Christ is 
with them, and they are forgiven and loved.  After all, this news is 
so good it is just that difficult to believe.  We need to be reminded 
regularly.  In the words of Luther, “This is most certainly true.” 

 
But then the pandemic made worshiping together in person  
unwise.  And what is Holy Communion without the gathered  
assembly?  

Shining with the Light of Christ  
in the Northern Great Lakes Synod 

“I am the living bread 
 that came down from heaven.  

Whoever eats of this bread  
will live forever;  

and the bread that I will give  
for the life of the world  

is my flesh.” 
~John 6:51 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sacramental theology has been  
challenged or affirmed by pandemic 
practices and wrestle together over  
questions that the pandemic has 
brought to the fore.  For example: 
  

• Can I record the service and 
press replay at the consecration 
part so I can have communion at 
home at a time when it’s more 
convenient? 

• Do we still need a pastor if our dad has been 
blessing the elements at home? 

• If a TV preacher had tried to offer communion 
during their program pre-pandemic, there would 
have been a holy uproar.  Why has that changed? 

• What have people found to be most meaningful?  
What has fallen short of that? 

• If I don’t have communion every week, or if I 
missed it for many weeks, will God hold that 
against me? 

• What are the pros and cons of having weekly 
Holy Communion?  

• What effects has the pandemic had on people’s 
understanding of the presence of Christ in and 
out of the community of faith? 

• What is non-negotiable for communion to be  
holy? 

 
As a kid, I was glad when there wasn’t Holy  
Communion because then there would be a  
children’s sermon – a concession, I’m guessing, to 
those who were concerned with the length of the 
worship time.  As a young adult, I found that I 
missed communion if it wasn’t offered, but also 
found the liturgy of the weekly communion service 
to not leave a whole lot of room for any other  
creative worship ideas.  During the pandemic, I 
found that I preferred to wait until I could eat and 
drink with the Body of Christ, that is, my siblings in 
Christ as the gathered assembly.  For me, anything 
less than that felt, well…less than.  And I found it 
was important to me to give and receive the words 
“for you” on a one-to-one basis and not collectively. 
 
During the pandemic, our congregations and pastors 
have done their best to navigate all the questions and 
decisions that the pandemic demanded.  It has not 
been easy.  I have taken comfort in remembering that 
this is Christ’s church and whatever mistakes we 
made in the last year, God will have another 100 
years to correct before the next major pandemic 
strikes.   However, I do believe there is room for us, 
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Faithful people tried to answer this question in  
consideration of our theological traditions and in 
new practices meant to meet the challenges.  
  

• Some fasted until we could gather again, relying 
on the presence of Christ in the Word             
proclaimed, personal devotions, and Bible study 
through online or written communications. 

• Some provided a combination of online worship 
followed by communion offered in the parking 
lot, referred to by some as “drive through      
communion.” 

• Some encouraged online viewers to provide their 
own elements at home, bread and juice/wine, 
which was consumed during an online           
communion service where people were gathered 
virtually. 

• Some encouraged bringing your own elements to 
parking lot worship, broadcasted through a   
short-range FM transmitter, so people were able 
to worship together, separately in their cars. 

• Many gathered for worship outside and came up 
with creative ways to safely distribute the       
elements, including the newly invented 
“communion pods” with wafer and juice         
prepackaged. 

 
How much of these 
new practices will 
continue post-
pandemic remains 
to be seen.  As we 
enter August, our 
gospel readings will 
highlight the words 
of Jesus regarding 
his identity as the Bread of Life and the importance 
of eating and drinking in memory of him.  Week  
after week we will hear about Jesus and bread and 
body and blood.  I do believe it is not uncommon for 
weekly preachers to feel like they have nothing left 
to say about Jesus and bread by the third week.   
 
With our gospel readings so focused on Jesus as the 
Bread of Life in the coming weeks, and as the 
Church emerges from pandemic challenges and  
begins to reestablish former practices, now is a good 
time to consider again what is Holy Communion and 
how do we best honor its practice so that what we do 
and think is “good, right, and salutary.” 
 
In October, as part of Lifelong Faith Formation, I 
invite you to join me in reflecting on how our  



 

jogging, remember to give God thanks for giving 
you the health to do such activities. 
 
When you feel squeezed by economic  
circumstances, remember to give thanks for the roof 
over your head and the friends in your life. 
 
When you think summer is a time to take a vacation 
from worshiping God, reconsider the gift that your 
presence represents to the whole church  
community. 

 
When you are on your porch  
listening to the birds sing,  
remember that God loves to hear 
you sing praises also. 

 
Consider inviting someone to your home church or 
to watch the services online if that is an option.   

 
Continue to have a blessed and thankful summer! 
 
Pastor Jim Duehring 
Assistant to the Bishop/DEM 
 
 

ELCA Open Doors Grants  
The ELCA recently solicited Grant Proposals from 
congregations who are demonstrating creative ways 
to reach out to new people as we emerge from the 
pandemic.  Several congregations in our Northern 
Great Lakes applied and four congregations were 
awarded $1,500 grants for their various projects.  
May God use their efforts to bless others.  
 

Jeff Henquinet of Good Shepherd Lutheran in 
Houghton, Michigan, describes their project: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We propose a multi-generational, fall earth-care 

gathering in partnership with our local Ojibwe 

neighbors as a first step in shaping a new ministry. 
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as people of faith who love Christ and His church, 
to pause and reflect on what we believe are the  
essential components of our worshipping life.  
Whether this reflection happens in your own  
devotions, with a group in your congregations, or as 
part of our Synod wide conversation, I believe there 
will be blessing.  
  
Jesus commands us to eat and drink.  Add to that 
the promise of his presence, and we have more than 
enough reason to desire a spot at the Lord’s Table.  
In good Lutheran tradition, that invites the  
engagement of both head and heart, we are blessed 
to wrestle with the question…and ask it again…
what does this mean?   
 
Yours in Christ,  
Bishop Katherine Finegan 
 
 

Summer’s Possibilities 

“And now, our God, we give thanks to you and 
praise your glorious name.” 
~2 Chronicles 29:13, NRSV 

 
Summer is short in the U.P. and Northern  
Wisconsin, so people want to take advantage of 
these months.  By the time you are reading this, 
summer is not over.  Here are some possibilities to 
still consider: 
 

When you're on the lake,  
remember to look up and around 
and give God the creator praise 
for all the wonderful pieces of  
creation we have here in our  
synod. 

 
Consider visiting a relative or friend you haven't 
seen in years. 

 
Consider sharing the flowers or vegetables from 
your garden with someone who could use an act of 
kindness.  
 

When you're in the car traveling 
on vacation and the kids are 
fussy and anxious remember to 
give God thanks for making you 
a parent. 

 
When you're biking, fishing, canoeing, kayaking, or 

Northern Light 
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The gathering will be timed to coincide with the 

academic starts of public schools and local  

universities, bringing new and returning faces to 

our town and our Lutheran Campus Ministry 

(LCM) program at Michigan Technological  

University.  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church sits 

on Ojibwe land ceded in the Treaty of 1842.  

Through our Synod’s study of the Doctrine of  

Discovery, we recognize there is much for us to 

learn about our Ojibwe neighbors and their culture, 

foodways and beliefs and the land we share.  We 

seek to build relationships, and work to sustain  

Creation through earth-care and expanding how we 

think about nourishing food.  

  

Pastor Nicole Hanson-Lynn comments about 

their project at Zion Lutheran in Ironwood, 

Michigan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are thrilled.  We have been having outdoor 

worship this summer, and we're going to be (with 

this grant) adding a built-in campfire for during the 

service and fellowship afterwards (as long as we 

aren't in a burn ban, of course).  We are really     

excited to be doing some more ministry outside. 

 

Bonnie Pelto of Calvary Lutheran in Quinnesec, 

Michigan, explains that they have several things 

in mind: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Host a Kids Day at the Quinnesec park which is 

adjacent to Calvary's parking lot.  We are  

reaching out to kids age 3 to 12.  The kids have 

to be accompanied by an adult to attend; food 

will be provided, game contests will be held 

(ladder throw, hula hoops, bean bag toss, etc.), 

awards will be given.  Each kid will be given a 

'goody bag' that will also contain an invitation 

to participate in Calvary's activities.   

2. Host Movie Nights either against the wall of the 

church or again at the park pavilion. 

3. Hold a flea market where people rent a space 

(for $10) and a table ($5) where they sell their 

wares.  All funds collected will go toward   

making our church fully accessible.  In fact, in 

all three events it is our intent to include a     

written invitation to attend our church         

functions. 

 

Pastor Sue Johnson describes how  

All Saints Lutheran in Wakefield, Michigan, is 

also thinking about utilizing the outdoors  

for ministry: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very excited to implement this!  Liz Londo 

submitted the grant to use the field across from the 

church for new ministry opportunities, including an 

in-ground labyrinth for meditation, monthly  

campfire evening services, as well as possible yoga 

and music opportunities all within view of beautiful 

Sunday Lake.  Loraine Mussatti has been the  

energy behind getting the guys on the property 

committee geared up to begin landscaping and yard 

work.  I am looking forward to seeing the  

transformation.   
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• a closing prayer 
• sometimes the study includes a Dig Deeper   

suggestion where it refers you to another     
scripture passage 

• a Last Word, where there is a suggestion for an 
activity during the week that corresponds to the 
Gospel Lesson. 

 
The Daily Discipleship Bible Study is a great way to 
easily do a recurring Bible Study, either by  
yourself or in a group setting. I encourage you to 
give it a try and see if it works for you. 
 

Transitions 
First, Trenary and Faith, Rock welcome  
Wartburg Seminary student, Vicar Melissa 
Salminen, who will be serving those two  
congregations in a part-time capacity as part of her 
work as a Collaborative Learning student.  She start-
ed her duties on July 1.  We thank Pastor Rell 
Spickerman for his interim ministry for several 
years in Trenary and Rock.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Congratulations to seminarian Pat Kempf and his 
wife Sarah who were married on June 23, 2021. 
May God bless their new life together.  
 
We celebrate Stefanie Ehle who has accepted the 
position of Synod Youth Ministries Coordinator and 
began her work on July 15.  Congratulations to 
Stefanie!  May God bless her and her ministry in the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod!  You will hear from 
Stefanie in upcoming Synod communications.      
 
 

Prayers of  
Rememberance  

We give thanks to God for the life and  
ministry of Bishop Emeritus Dale Skogman who 
died June 16, 2021.  Funeral services were held on 
Monday, July 21 at First, Gladstone.  May God's 
peace and comfort surround the Skogman family and 
all those who mourn.  
 
Our prayers are with Pastor Lisa Ubbelohde 
(Bethlehem, Florence) as she and her family mourn 
the loss of her father on June 23 at the age of 
95.  Funeral services were held Monday, June 28 in 
Colfax, WI.   

A Ready-Made Bible Study 
Resource for You 

By: Chuck Thomas, NGLS Vice President 
 
Have you ever listened to the gospel reading on  
Sunday and wanted to dive deeper into what you 
heard?  Did you have trouble finding a resource to 
help you better understand the gospel lesson?  If 
your answer to either or both questions is yes, then 
the ELCA has what you need. There is a series of 
ready-made Bible studies called “Daily  
Discipleship” located at  
www.ELCA.org/Resources/Bible-Studies. 
 
As stated on the ELCA website, Daily Discipleship 
and Daily Faith Practices are online downloadable 
Bible studies based on the lectionary used for  
Sunday Worship.  Daily Discipleship is based on the 
Gospel Lesson, and Daily Faith Practices is based on 
the Second Lesson.  There is a three-year cycle to 
the lectionary.  We are currently in the middle year, 
Year B, which started with Advent in 2020 and will 
be completed on the Sunday before the beginning of 
Advent 2021. 
 
To get started with the Sunday Gospel lessons for 
the rest of this liturgical year, go to the webpage link 
above, scroll down to Year B - Time after Pentecost.  
Then click on the download link, open up the  
download and find the document for the Sunday you 
seek to study, click on the document to open it up, 
and begin your study. 
 
Once you have successfully opened the document 
you will find the Daily Discipleship study materials 
that correspond to the Gospel Lesson for the chosen 
Sunday.  Each study includes the following: 
 
• the Gospel Lesson reference 
• a focus question 
• a section called Word of Life where the Gospel 

Lesson is broken into parts with each part        
interpreted for you along with one or more   
questions for you to consider or discuss with 
your peers 

• a section called Word Among Us where you   
frequently may consider the lyrics of a hymn, 
and where some more questions are posed for 
discussion and reflection 
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Stewardship’s Flip-Side: 
Recognizing and Removing 

Obstacles to Generosity 
 

Rev. Richard Wehrs 
ELCA Regional Manager for  

Mission Investment Fund  
 

Saturday, September 11, 2021 
12 pm CT:  lunch in the Dining Hall 

1-3:30 pm CT:  workshop in the Dining Hall 
 

This event is scheduled to be in-person at Fortune 
Lake Lutheran Camp but will also be recorded and 
available on the NGLS YouTube channel.  Lunch 

will be provided, so please be sure to RSVP to Pastor 
Jim (details below).  

 

Cost: FREE! Open to everyone! 
 

RSVP by Tuesday, August 31, 2021: 
Your RSVP is required to properly plan for lunch and 
meeting space.  Please contact Pastor Jim Duehring 
at (906) 228-2300 or jduehring@nglsynod.org no 
later than Tuesday, August 31.     
 
Description: 
Too often our church stewardship is focused solely 
on the church member’s obligation to give – and fails 
to recognize the church’s obligations to its donor 
base.  This workshop will focus on the 12 “donor 
confidence” factors which can either bolster or  
undermine your congregation’s stewardship  
efforts.  Learn what you can do, throughout the year, 
to reduce the gap between your contributors’  
financial capacity, and their financial will, by  
learning from the non-profit fundraising industry. 
 
Presenter information: 
Pastor Richard Wehrs is our Regional Manager for 
the ELCA Mission Investment Fund, working with 
13 synods in the states of Michigan, Wisconsin,  
Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and Kentucky.  He brings to 
this position extensive experience as a consultant in 
church stewardship, fundraising, building projects 
and strategic planning, having worked with scores of 
congregations around the country over the last 16 
years.   
 
Lodging:   
Lodging costs on your own. If you need overnight 
lodging, please contact Fortune Lake directly at  
(906) 214-2267 to inquire about options.     

Northern Light 

 
 
 
 
 

Fall Walking Together Events 
These events will include idea generating  
conversation, encourage creative solutions, and offer 
the blessing of being church together with other  
congregations in your area.  You are welcome to  
attend an event in your or a neighboring Conference, 
and next year, Conferences 1, 2, 4 and 6 will host. 
  

Conference 3—Headwaters 
September 19 at 12:30 pm CT at Immanuel, Rhinelander 

 

Conference 5—Menominee Valley 
September 18 at 9:30 am CT at Porterfield, Porterfield 

 

Conference 7—Three Lakes 
September 26 at 3:30 pm ET at Faith, Sault Ste. Marie 

 

Conference 8—Superior Central 
September 16 at 5:30 pm ET at Messiah, Marquette 

 
 

Books Available for  

Borrowing 
The NGLS Synodical Women's  
Organization board have accumulated some books 
that are available to read!  SWO Board member 
Dawn Holmgren would be able to send any of the 
following titles to anyone interested.  For more  
information or to request a book, please email Dawn 
at:  dmholmgren10@gmail.com.  
 

• The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 

• And Don’t Call Me a Racist! by Ella Mazel 

• Dismantling Racism:  The Continuing Challenge to 
White America by Joseph Barndt 

• Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the 
Cafeteria? by Beverly Daniel Tatum 

• Battered Women:  From a Theology of Suffering to an 
Ethic of Empowerment by Joy M.K. Bussert 

• Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich  

• Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 

• Walk Tall:  Affirmations for People of Color by 
Carleen Brice 

• Crying Wind by Linda Stafford 

• Waking Up White:  And Finding Myself in the Story 
of Race by Debby Irving 

mailto:jduehring@nglsynod.org
mailto:dmholmgren10@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 

Grace, Gwinn—Rev. Bre Kinnunen 

Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej 

Community, Palmer & Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM 

Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde 

Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM 

All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Sue Johnson 

St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Deames 

Grace, Pembine—Rev. Dwaine Sutherland 

First, Gladstone—Rev. Tommy Richter 

First, Iron River—Rev. D.J. Rasner 

Christ the King, Escanaba—Lon Hider 

Faith, Rock & First, Trenary—Melissa Salminen 

Bethany, Ishpeming—Rev. Bruce Thorsen 

Prince of Peace, Marquette—Rev. Molly Eversoll 

Bethel, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston 

Faith & Trinity, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston 

As of 6/30 2020 2021 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 796,322 774,999 -21,323 -2.7% 

Amount Received 367,284 371,721 +4,437 +1.2% 

Designated Gifts 67,043 83,749 +16,706 +24.9% 
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“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.” (Psalm 24:1a) 

Around us we see the fruits of our labor as crops ripen and are harvested—all for the sustenance of our bodies 
and souls.  We scatter the seeds and God provides sunshine and rain to make them grow.  We are blessed!  
And we are called to share those blessings with our neighbors in our communities and the world.   

Through the first half of 2021, mission support gifts to the Synod have increased by $4,437 over last year, 
with designated gifts increasing by almost 25%, due mainly to the Synod Assembly Hunger offering.  Thank 
you for your partnership as together we remember that all we have belongs to the Lord and we are entrusted 
with it for but a time.  Your gifts—be they financial or the fruits of harvest—when shared, accomplish the 
work the Lord has put before us.  Thanks be to God for the blessings of work and harvest! 

 - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 
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Prayfaithfully  
 

NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule 
August & September 2021 

August 1-7 Karen Carter 

August 8-14 Pastor Tommy Richter 

August 15-21 Pastor Diane Srutowski 

August 22-28 Fortune Lake Staff 

August 29-September 4 Pastor Bre Kinnunen 

September 5-11 Pastor Ann Gonyea 

September 12-18 Christine Harkness 

September 19-25 Christine Ebert 

September 26-October 2 Pastor  Micah Cavaleri 

Synod Website: 
www.nglsynod.org 

 
Find us on Facebook & YouTube 
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fclover-clip-art-FourLeafClover2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fclipart_images%2Ffour-leaf-clover-clipart-1668636&docid=go3nTYNYChXtjM&tbnid=OgRbens7kqeJ4M%3A&v
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           Prayer Calendar – August 2021 
 

1 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month:  Jared Howard (8/1), Paul 
Raappana (8/6), Diane Srutowski (8/6), John Ansell (8/10), Bucky Beach (8/11), Brahm 
Semmler Smith (8/11), Cori Johnson (8/13), and Jim Duehring (8/18). 

2 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Molly Eversoll (8/3), Kelly Ylitalo (8/9), Rell Spickerman (8/16), Diane Srutowski 
(8/17), Bill Jacobson (8/19), John Ansell (8/21), and Joe Daiker (8/21). 

3 Pray for members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Lutherville, MD; St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Myersville, MD; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Newark, DE; 
and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Smithsburg, MD. 

4 Pray for farmers, ranchers, and migrant workers as they harvest crops and care for 
animals that provide food and raw materials for clothing and other resources. May the 
harvest be plentiful and may their work be safe and rewarding. 

5 Pray for high school students as they begin practices for fall sports – may they be safe 
and healthy as they compete. 

6 Pray for women who give children up for adoption and families who adopt 
children into their homes. 

7 Pray for congregations in transition, especially Faith Lutheran Church, Three Lakes, 
WI, and their Interim Pastor John Kuziej. 

8 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate their birthdays this month: 
Sharon Babbitt (8/25). 

9 Pray for men and women in the armed forces and their families who miss them 
and sometimes struggle in everyday life without those they love. 

10 Pray for our NGLS Staff as they meet today and coordinate ministries within our 
Synod. 

11 Pray for our Synod Candidacy Committee as they meet today and continue their 
work with candidates for ministry in our Synod. 

12 Pray for school administrators, teachers, coaches, and staff as they enter this 
school year and adapt to the many changes that last year brought into being. May they 
make wise decisions that keep all staff and students safe and healthy and enable 
learning in wonderful and creative ways. 

13 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Jesse Brown (8/21), Matt 
Lamb (8/23), Sue Johnson (8/23), Andrea Fluegel (8/24), and Eleanor Russey (8/27).   

14 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Gene Wickman (8/23), Craig Mansur (8/28), Devon Barrix (8/28), Dave Christenson 
(8/29), and Doug Norquist (8/30). 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


15 Pray for all of our ELCA Seminaries and for all ELCA congregations to encourage 
members to consider a career as Ministers of Word and Sacrament (Pastors) or 
Ministers of Word and Service (Deacons). 

16 Pray for Bishop Finegan and other area church leaders as the Marquette Area 
Judicatory leaders meet today. 

17 Pray for doctors, nurses, medical teams, and scientists as they continue their 
research and their work in caring for the most vulnerable among us. 

18 Pray for all rostered leaders and their families who will be attending the Seeking 
Shalom Event at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp today through August 20. May they be 
blessed and refreshed for the ministries in which they serve. 

19 Pray for animal shelters and their staff members as they heal and comfort God’s 
creatures and find them permanent and loving homes. 

20 Pray for families who are taking “children” to college for the first time and 
missing them already.  May these young adults be safe and industrious in their studies 
and find a faith community in their new homes. 

21 Pray for parents and students as they prepare for a new school year. May they enter 
with positive attitudes and cooperative spirits. 

22 Pray for congregations making plans for the fall, adapting to current circumstances 
in their communities and around the world. 

23 Pray for teachers, bus drivers, administrators and staff as they prepare their 
rooms, offices, and vehicles for the new school year. 

24 Pray for the members of Kinondoni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 
and their NGLS Partner Congregation, Bethel Lutheran Church, Ishpeming. 

25 Pray for our NGLS Staff as they meet today and coordinate ministries within our 
Synod. 

26 Pray for our Synod Endowment Board as they meet today and make decisions for 
how to use these funds wisely to glorify God and spread the Good News. 

27 Pray for members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Upperco, MD; St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Thurmont, MD; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Walkersville, MD; and St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Clear Spring, MD. 

28 Pray for all our ELCA seminary students, especially those from our Synod: Lance 
Crevier, Wade Crevier, Lon Hider, Pat Kempf, Krystle Moraska, Melissa Salminen, and 
Sarah Sleeter. 

29 Pray for Pastor Rita Chirala and the members of Faith Lutheran Church, Sault 
Ste. Marie, as she is installed into her on-going ministry as their Pastor. 

30 Pray for our Synod World Hunger Committee members as they meet today and 
continue to lead our efforts to feed the hungry and care for our global neighbors in need. 

31 Pray for God’s Work, Our Hands planning teams as they put the final touches on 
plans for ministry projects around their communities and the world. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

  



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 

A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 

 

          Prayer Calendar – September 2021 
 

1 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Cori Johnson (9/7), Grant Van Lishout (9/8), Nancy Kauppi (9/10), Sherry Van Lishout 
(9/12), and Renee MacLeod (9/18). 

2 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate their birthdays this month: 
Karen Anne Hanson (9/19), and Jon Babbitt (9/19). 

3 Pray for the members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Cordova, MD; St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Jefferson, MD; St. Peter Lutheran Church, Clear Spring, 
MD; and St. Peter Lutheran Church (East Point), Baltimore, MD. 

4 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: David Murphy (9/6), Gene 
Wickman (9/8), Thomas Skrenes (9/8), Judith Kirchoff (9/9), and Rell Spickerman 
(9/10). 

5 Pray for Sunday School teachers and leaders who put in countless hours of preparation 
and organization to shape our children’s Christian foundations. 

6 Pray for all workers in this country, past and present on this Labor Day, and 
for advocates who ensure that workers are treated with fairness and integrity.  
Pray also for our Synod Staff as they close the office today and relax with family 
and friends. 

7 Pray for deacons who celebrate birthdays this month: Arlene Rajala (9/13) 

8 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: George Olson (9/12), Steven 
Solberg (9/14), and Mary Weinkauf (9/22).   

9 Pray for our Synod Council members as they meet September 10 & 11 at Fortune Lake 
Lutheran Camp. May God guide them and inspire them as they make decisions on behalf of 
our Synod Ministries. 

10 Today is World Suicide Prevention Day. Pray for all who suffer with depression 
and other mental illnesses. Pray also for doctors, nurses, and counselors who 
treat patients with these illnesses. Pray for our healthcare systems as they find ways 
to provide comprehensive care for those in need. 

11 Pray for all those attending the Stewardship’s Flip Side Event at Fortune Lake 
Lutheran Camp today. May the Holy Spirit bless them with wisdom, understanding, and 
generosity in their ministries. 

12 Pray for Pastor Renee MacLeod and the members of Bethel Lutheran Church, 
Cedarville, and Zion Lutheran Church, Allenville, as she is installed into her        
on-going ministry as their Pastor. 
Pray also for our Companion Synod Committee as they meet at Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church, Hancock, today. 

13 
Pray for all our ELCA seminaries and our seminary students. 

14 Pray for first responders as they work to keep our communities safe and to help those in 
need. 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
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15 Pray for congregations in transition, especially: First Lutheran Church (Iron River) 
and their Interim Pastor DJ Rasner; and Bethlehem Lutheran Church (Florence) and 
their Interim Pastor Lisa Ubbelohde. 

16 Pray for those gathering at Messiah Lutheran Church, Marquette, for the 
Walking Together Event in Conference 8 today. 

17 Pray for pastors and deacons who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination 
this month: Noreen Stevens (commissioned 9/20), Julie Belew (9/22), Kay Richter 
(9/23), Greg Mileski (9/24), Timothy Vadis (9/27), and Kari Vadis (9/28). 

18 Pray for those gathering at Porterfield Lutheran Church, Porterfield, for the 
Walking Together Event in Conference 5 today. 

19 Pray for those gathering at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Rhinelander, for the 
Walking Together Event in Conference 3 today. 

20 Pray for the members of Temeke Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and 
their NGLS partner congregation, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Hancock. 

21 Pray for Confirmation students and their teachers as they learn what it means to be 
disciples of Jesus and grow in their lives of faith. 

22 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: David Christenson (9/27), 
Peter Vorhes (9/28), David Tielbar (9/28), and Lee Goodwin (9/29). 

23 Pray for Lutheran Disaster Response teams and Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service workers as they work to bring safe and abundant lives to people in 
need around the world. 

24 Pray for those in prison.  May they know the power of God’s transformative love and 
grace so that they are able to return to productive lives when they are released. 

25 Pray for quilters and quilting ministries, those who transport quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief, and those who receive quilts. May their lives be enriched 
and touched by those whom they cannot see. 

26 Pray for those gathering at Faith Lutheran Church, Sault Ste. Marie, for the 
Walking Together Event in Conference 7 today. 

27 Pray for those who give freely of their time to serve on committees, task forces, and 
councils of our congregations, our synod, and our churchwide organization. 

28 Pray for the members of St. Peter Lutheran Church (Fullerton), Baltimore, MD; 
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD; St. Peter Lutheran Church 
(Hampstead), Beckleysville, MD; and St. Peter Lutheran Church, Keedysville, 
MD. 

29 Pray for Bishop Finegan, Bishop Eaton, and all of our ELCA Bishops as they 
gather for the Conference of Bishops today through October 2. May they be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, empowered in their ministries, and guided into the future God has provided 
for the Church throughout the world. 

30 Pray for road repair workers as they fix our roadways. May they be safe as they work to 
improve our travels. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 

  

 



 

Companion Synod Support 
 First, Gladstone 
 St. Paul, Mass City 
 Grace, Pembine 
 
ELCA Disaster Funds 
 Bethany, Amasa 
 Salem, Ironwood 
 Messiah, Marquette 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 Mission United, Pelkie 
 All Saints, Wakefield 
 
Equipping the Saints Endowment Fund 
 Zion, Marinette 
 
Leadership Support in the NGLS 
 Bethany, Norway 
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 Grace, Gwinn 
 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 Good Shepherd, Peshtigo  
 
Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service 
 First, Ewen 
 
Lutheran World Relief 
 Messiah, Marquette 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 
NGLS Seminarian Support 
 Zion, Ironwood 
 Faith, Sault Ste. Marie 
 Darlene Van Lishout 
 
Synod Restricted 
 Darlene Van Lishout 
 Rev. Grant & Rev. Sherry Van Lishout 
 

UP Wild 
 Rev. Jim Duehring 
 Bishop Katherine Finegan 
 Emanuel, Skandia 
 
World Missionary Support 
 Grace, Pembine 
 
Skogman Scholarship Fund  
 Nancy & William Adams 
 Our Saviour’s, Atlantic Mine 
 Charles & Kathleen Becker 
 Rev. Robert & Roxie Berg 
 Rod & Jane Behrhorst 
 David & Mary Lou Blomquist 
 Roger & Patricia Blomquist 
 Duane & Nancy Bovin 
 Synvia Brook 
 Al & Juanita Bussmann 
 Robert Cambensy 
 Willard & Arlene Carne 
 Noreen Casson 
 Karen & Kristen Caswell 
 Rev. David & Jane Christenson  
 Janice Collins 
 Jonelle Collins 
 Bill & Cheryl Gasperich 
 First, Gladstone 
 Herb & Sandra Grenke 
 Rev. Jim & Gisele Duehring 
 Pamela Durbin 
 Thomas & Dorothy Ford 
  

Thank you to the following 
donors for their generous 

support of the work of 
Christ in and through  

our Synod. 



 

Skogman Scholarship Fund (cont.) 
 Rev. Terry & John Frankenstein 
 Rev. Don & Eunice Fultz 
 Rev. Steve & Margaret Gauger 
 Charles & Geraldine George 
 Ken & Bonnie Groh 
 John & Ann Hager 
 Howard & Judith Haulotte 
 Bruce & Linda Hawkinson 
 Rev. Chrys Hendrick 
 David & Elaine Hendrickson 
 Rev. James Holmberg 
 Rev. Paul Holmstrom 
 David & Ruth Houseman 
 David & Sandra Hueter 
 Rev. Richard & Carolyn Hutton 
 Khloe Imig 
 Lloyd & Alice Jensen 
 David & Roberta Johnson 
 Nina & Harold Johnson 
 Martha Jukkala 
 Michael & Elizabeth Juneau 
 Gloria Kanerva 
 David & Rev. Nancy Kauppi 
 Darley Kemppainen 
 Carol & Steve Kocsis 
 Rev. Keith & Karen Kolstad 
 Betsy Koski 
 Rev. Tera Kossow 
 Richard & Paula LaCrosse 
 Patricia Lapp 
 Rev. Wallace & Alice Leno 
 Wayne & Sara Little 
 Rev. Lee & Kathy Longrie 
 Barb & Will Maines 
 Dirk & Sue Manson 
 Linda McEwen 
 Rev. Ken & Joanne Michaelis  
 Curtis & Sharyl Miller 
 Elizabeth Morley 

 Gary & Marty Morley 
 Willard & Genevieve Morley 
 Anne Movalson 
 Karl & Kathy Nelson 
 Daniel Nemec 
 George & Ruth Olson 
 Rev. Stanley & Nancy Olson 
 Vicki & Ralph Ottensman 
 Virginia Paulson 
 Joyce Peterson 
 Le Roy Peterson 
 Ralph & Jean Peterson 
 Kathleen Roesch 
 Robert & Sharon Roshak 
 Karl & Carolyn Rundman 
 Bay Sages 
 John & Barb Salvo 
 Nancy & Roger Schumacher 
 Rev. John & Sue Shallow 
 William & Kathleen Shine 
 Judith & Kenneth Skog 
 Eugene Skogman 
 Norman Skogman  
 Margaret & Randall Smith 
 Nora Smith 
 Steve & Jeri Smith 
 Milton & Bodi Soderberg 
 Rev. Rell & Louise Spickerman 
 Rev. Diane & John Srutowski 
 Anita & Danny Stockham 
 John & Lisa Thomas 
 Rev. Dave & Arlene Van Kley 
 Harriet Varvil 
 David & Dawn Veldhuizen 
 Edward Walker 
 Janice Watson 
 Loren & Donna Woerpel 
 Chris & Denise Young 
 Zion Lutheran Church, Felch 



 

Northern Great Lakes Synod Calendar 

10 NGLS Staff meeting, 3:30 pm ET 
 
11 Bishop Finegan attending the Bi-

Synodical Candidacy Committee 
meeting in Tomahawk, WI 

 
16 Bishop Finegan attending the  
 Marquette area Judicatory meeting 
 
18-20 Seeking Shalom Event for Pastors, 

Deacons & LLMs at Fortune Lake 
Lutheran Camp 

 
20 Leadership Support Committee 

meeting following Seeking Shalom 
event at Fortune Lake Lutheran 
Camp 

 
25 NGLS Staff meeting, 10 am ET 
 
26 Endowment Fund Board meeting, 

6:30 pm ET via Zoom 
 
29 Installation of Rev. Rita Chirala at 

Faith, Sault Ste. Marie, 3 pm ET 
 
30 World Hunger Committee meeting, 

10:30 am ET via Zoom 
 

6 Synod Office Closed 
 
10-11 Synod Council meeting at Fortune 

Lake Lutheran Camp 
 
11 Stewardship’s Flip Side event, 12-3:30 

pm CT at Fortune Lake Lutheran 
Camp 

 
12 Installation of Rev. Renee’ MacLeod 

at Bethel, Cedarville and Zion,  
 Allenville, 3 pm ET 
 
12 Companion Synod Committee  
 meeting, 3 pm ET at Gloria Dei,  
 Hancock 
 
16 Lifelong Faith Formation meeting, 11 

am ET 
 
16 Conference 8 Walking Together event, 

5:30 pm ET at Messiah, Marquette 
 
18 Conference 5 Walking Together event, 

9:30 am CT at Porterfield, Porterfield 
 
19 Conference 3 Walking Together event, 

12:30 pm CT at Immanuel,  
 Rhinelander 
 
22 Worship Committee meeting, 11 am 

ET at Bethany, Republic 
 
26 Conference 7 Walking Together event, 

3:30 pm ET at Faith, Sault Ste. Marie 
 
29-4 Bishop Finegan attending the  
 Conference of Bishops  

Stay up to date on meeting times and places by visiting the Synod website, nglsynod.org! 

 



 
 
 

2021 Fall Classes to be Announced Soon! 
 

The Northern Great Lakes Synod offers a diverse series of online classes for adults who want to 
increase their knowledge and understanding of the Bible, church history, Lutheran Theology, 
contemporary Christian issues, and more.  Launched in 2020, Lifelong Faith Formation evolved from 
the synod’s Lay School for Mission. 
 
The schedule of classes to be offered this fall will be announced with full details by the end of July.  
Here’s a preview of the upcoming schedule: 
 

• Holy Communion Post-Pandemic:  What, When, Where, Who, and Why with Bishop 
Katherine Finegan 

• Walking Together: Companionship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania with 
Luanne and Bishop Emeritus Tom Skrenes  

• Biblical Greek or Hebrew with Pastor Nicole Hanson-Lynn 

• The Book of Ezekiel with Pastor Tommy Richter 

• An Introduction to Family Systems Thinking (one session) with Pastor Jim Duehring.  Learn 
how groups function similar to the emotional dynamics of a family.    

• Book study of Friedman’s Fables with Pastor Jim Duehring 

• An ongoing Bible study  
 

Classes are free but may require the purchase of textbooks or other materials.  Students will receive 
Zoom links from their instructor.   
 
SPECIAL NOTE:  While pandemic restrictions have eased, these are still uncertain times.  The Synod will continue 
to offer online classes this fall.  Last year we realized that online learning presents an opportunity to connect 
people from across the synod—people who share a love of learning and have discovered that adult studies help 
them to grow in faith. Also, we hope that some people may gather as a small group at their own church building.  

 

Please contact Deacon Lori Ward  
to receive the class schedule as soon as it is announced or to ask questions. 

  

lori.ward@nglsynod.org or (615) 519-1969 

mailto:lori.ward@nglsynod.org


“Faithful Innovations” 
Learning Communities of Jesus 

 

For Laity, Pastors, Deacons and Licensed Lay Ministers 
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod 

 

“During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 
saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, we immediately 
tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 

news to them.”  ~Acts 16:9-10 
 
 

Announcing the 3rd Cohort Group* of Faithful Innovations  
online or in person training options 

*9 congregations from our synod participated in previous cohort groups. 

• Helping people connect with God, each other, and their neighbors. 

• Dwelling in the Word and listening exercises. 

• Solid training in a cohort model with accountability and coaching support. 

• Affirming the role of lay people in our congregations. 

• Broadening your perspective beyond mere “maintenance.” 

 

Training Schedule & Themes for Cohort #3 (all times Eastern): 
 

1st Training via Zoom only   
Saturday, January 22, 2022 
“Tracing God’s Movement in our Lives and Neighborhoods”      
11 am to 2:30 pm (30-minute lunch break) 
 
2nd Training via Zoom or in person at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
Saturday, March 5, 2022 
“Learning by Doing:  Using Action Learning to Discover God’s Leading”      
11 am to 4 pm (60-minute lunch break) 
 
3rd Training via Zoom or in person at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
Saturday, May 21, 2022 
“Sharing our Learning: Intentional Reflections on Our Actions” 
11 am to 4 pm (60-minute lunch break) 
 

 
 
What’s a congregation’s commitment? 

• A congregation has a “Guiding Team” of 4 to 7 lay people committing to 3 training 
sessions and follow up assignments between trainings.  The pastor or licensed lay 
minister also attends the trainings.   

• Cost for Training Sessions is only $50* per congregation which includes meals at 
Fortune Lake and a copy of Dwight Zscheile’s book, The Agile Church (Dr. Zscheile was 
keynote speaker at the May 2019 Synod Assembly).  

 

*The actual full costs of these trainings are supported by a generous subsidy from an ELCA 
Synod Vitality Grant and a Siebert Grant.    
 

Register and pay by January 13, 2022.  Contact Pastor Jim Duehring (906) 228-2300 
 

To learn more about this learning process and to hear testimonials go to: 
www.nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations 

http://www.nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations

