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LIGHT 
Northern “What then shall we say to this?   

If God is for us, who is against us?  
He who did not spare his own Son  

but gave him up for us all,  
will he not also give us all things with him?” 

~Romans 8:31ff 
 
Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod, 
This verse has been coming to mind lately… 
 
When we needed to cancel our Walking  
Together events, what then shall we say to 
this?  
 
When hospital beds are full of covid patients, 
leaving little room for accidents and other 
health emergencies, what then shall we say to this? 
 
As people continue to disagree about vaccine safety, masks, and 
protocols, what then shall we say to this? 
 
God promises in Christ, that God is not against us.  This is good 
news.  But what if we are against each other?   
 
When suspicions are stronger than the ties that bind, when the 
conviction of political views undermines our common mission and 
congregational unity, what then shall we say to this? 
 
I think we look for answers, for a diagnosis, for someone to  
explain or blame.  Perhaps we stop listening and only assert our 
position more loudly.  Perhaps we seek to convince instead of  
understand.   
 
I believe it helps to remember that we are not the first people of 
faith to argue, lament, suffer, and disagree.  The Israelites in the 
wilderness certainly suffered uncertainty, fear, and pain.  And they 
also grumbled and complained.  Paul’s letters to the Galatians, the 
Corinthians, the Colossians and more give witness to each  
congregation’s challenges, from persecution and fear to how to get 
along and remember their purpose.  In his letters, Paul makes an 
effort to remind people of faith who they are in Christ and what 
that means. 
 
In the midst of the grief and weariness of all that we must face in 
these days, I ask you to remember who you are in Christ Jesus, 
and all that Christ calls you to do and be, no matter the  
circumstances.     

Shining with the Light of Christ  
in the Northern Great Lakes Synod 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

obligated to, anyone you would rather not have 
touch you, anyone whom the dominant culture  
considers free to disparage, exclude, ignore, ridicule, 
oppress, or denigrate.   
 

As you know, loving people that we dislike or do not 
understand is not easy.  And yet, Christ’s call upon 
our love, our speech, and our actions remains.   
 

I encourage you to remember in this pandemic  
wilderness that “this too shall pass.”  A time will 
come when either the pandemic will be managed, or 
some other new reality will emerge that feels less 
anxious.  Then we will have the luxury to argue 
about new things and disagree about something other 
than the current disputes.  Whatever the future holds, 
we are the body of Christ now, called to show the 
world the rest of what Paul writes in his letter to the 
church at Rome in Romans 8:38-39, that  

“neither death, nor life,  
nor angels, nor principalities,  
nor things present, nor things to come,  
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation,  
will be able to separate us from  
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”     

 

Yours in Christ, 
Bishop Katherine Finegan 
 

 
 
 

2022 Professional Leader’s 
Retreat 

Pastors, Deacons, LLMs and their families are  
invited to join us at the Ramada Inn in Marquette 
February 27-28, 2022.  The original, earlier retreat 
dates were adjusted due to the Super Bowl taking 
place that same weekend.  Our speaker will be the 
Rev. Dr. Leah Schade from Lexington Theological  
Seminary, and the event theme is “Ministry in the 
Red-Blue Divide:  Preaching and Teaching in the 
Purple Zone.”  More information and online  
registration will be available soon, but in the  
meantime please mark your calendar and plan on a 
wonderful event with colleagues in February! 
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Matthew 22:35-44 reads,  
“…and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a  
question to test him. ‘Teacher, which  
commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He 
said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it:  “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.”’ 

 
I encourage you to weigh your words and your  
actions, your social media posts and your  
conversations, your opinions and convictions, 
against the metric that Jesus provides, love of God 
and love of neighbor.  
 
While I know there is interpretive room as to how to 
live these two commandments, I would like to think 
that remembering love of God and neighbor can  
indeed help shape our actions and our words in these 
days, as it has always meant to. 

What does it mean to you to love God with your 
whole heart?  What does it mean to you to love your 
neighbor as yourself?  And who do you consider to 
be your neighbor?  Jesus answered this question for 
us with the parable of the Good Samaritan.  If we 
apply historical context to contemporary  
circumstances, our neighbor is anyone whom society 
considers “less than.”  Or in the nitty gritty details of 
the parable, anyone that you would rather not be  
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Sing Praise Unto the Lord 
“Praise the Lord! 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 
    his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

Let Israel be glad in its Maker; 
    let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 

Let them praise his name with dancing, 
    making melody to him with tambourine and lyre. 

For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; 
    he adorns the humble with victory. 

Let the faithful exult in glory; 
    let them sing for joy on their couches.” 

~Psalm 149:1-5 
 
The people of God have often sung songs to the Lord, thus expressing their faith.  

     
I’m thinking about the power of songs in our individual and corporate lives.  I’m  
thinking about the power of the brain to remember songs, even when we might forget 
the periodic table we learned in high school chemistry class.  What songs or hymns 
have brought you closer to God?  What songs are still seared into your memory banks? 
 

I was confirmed at Grace Lutheran Church in Ripon, Wisconsin.  It was the  
tradition that the confirmation class would choose a “Confirmation Hymn.”  Our 
class chose the strong classic, “Lead On, O King Eternal.”  I still have a memory 
of marching out of that sanctuary on my confirmation day while my fellow  
confirmands and the whole congregation belted out that hymn (#550 from the old, 
red Service Book and Hymnal).  It is a feeling of strength and confidence.  It is a 
feeling that I’m not alone. 
  
Verse 1 of that hymn seems kind of militaristic ending with, “We lift our battle song.”  But, looking at 
verse 2, we see the fuller context of our battle.  “For not with swords loud clashing; Nor roll of stirring 
drums; But deeds of love and mercy; The heavenly kingdom comes.”  
 
There it is.  Human instincts want to fight and stake their hopes on the power of the sword or the more 
muscular manifestations of power.  Or, perhaps today, the allure of power is to pay attention to the loudest 
voice or to the one with the ability to win an argument in a polarized world.  We are so quick to speak, but 
not so quick to listen.   
 
Does our world need more loud and angry voices, or does our world need more deeds of love and mercy?   

 
Verse 3 of “Lead On, O King Eternal” proclaims that “Thy Cross is  
lifted o’er us; We journey in its light.” 
    
When my mind fades and good memory slips away, I suspect I will  
remember the words of my confirmation hymn.  I pray that then and 
now my life might be marked by the power of the cross of Christ which 
beckons me to deeds of love and mercy.  And the greatest mercy is that 
God loves me, a sinner in need of redeeming.  That is something worth 
singing and dancing about! 
 

Pastor Jim Duehring 
Assistant to the Bishop/DEM 

Northern Light 



 

who needs help, comfort, or counsel.  Don’t you 
think it would be incredibly uplifting if you gave 
them a call or email to show your appreciation for 
all their hard work ministering to your  
congregation? 
 
Pray for your pastor.  Pastors need all the help 
they can get from the congregation.  Whether you 
are a hard-working parent, a busy grandparent, a 
college student, or a child, you can say a prayer for 
the work the Lord is doing through your pastor. 
 
Always be gracious.  Pastors and their families 
make the same normal everyday life decisions as 
the rest of us.  Everyone, including pastors, has to 
decide where their kids go to school, what movies 
the family watch, what clothes they wear, and what 
activities the parents and the kids do. Be gracious 
when the pastor or one of their family members 
does or says something that does not line up with 
your expectations.  Just like you and all siblings in 
Christ, pastors also need patience, love, and  
understanding. 
 
Volunteer to help.  Most importantly, use the gifts 
that God has given you to lighten the pastor’s load.  
We all have gifts of some sort.  Prayerfully consider 
your gifts.  Then be a part that grows the whole 
body by offering to take on a portion of the ministry 
load at your congregation.  Your pastor will  
appreciate the help! 
 

Welcome! 
We are so very happy to  
welcome Stefanie Ehle who 
began her work as Synod 
Youth Ministries Coordinator 
on July 15. 
  
In this part-time position 
(about 20-25 hours per 
month), Stefanie will help 
coordinate and encourage youth activities  
throughout our synod.  Some of her duties include: 

1. Helping coordinate conference-wide and   
synod-wide youth ministries to maximize the 
collaborative potential of congregational 
youth ministries working together when     
possible. 

2. Helping coordinate with Fortune Lake        
Lutheran Camp opportunities for youth     
ministries sponsored by the synod. 
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Support Your Shepherds 
During Stressful Times 

By: Chuck Thomas, NGLS Vice President 
From Ephesians 4:16: 

“From him the whole body, joined and held  
together by every supporting ligament, grows and 

builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” 

Did you know, with the constant stress of dealing 
with pandemic issues and the divisiveness prevalent 
in our society today, more pastors are experiencing 
burnout than ever before?  According to a  
conversation with vice presidents from other  
synods during last month’s VP Zoom meeting,  
pastor burnout is a current issue across the country.  
Just as we support our immediate family and loved 
ones during trying times, we should also support 
our spiritual shepherds, our pastors.  
 
Over the years the constant stress on my knee joints 
resulted in enough deterioration to require knee  
replacement surgery.  Building back the strength in 
the supporting ligaments required following a  
prescribed daily exercise routine.  Similarly, in 
times of mental and emotional stress we need to 
exercise our support of each other.  If you are  
wondering how you can better support your pastor, 
here are some basic suggestions adapted from a 
September 2020 article by Ayrian Yasar. 
Build up your pastor with words of affirmation. 
Preparing a sermon every week is not easy.  Every 
text has its own challenges and must be prayerfully 
considered before putting words to paper.  Show 
your support for your pastor with encouraging 
words of thanks for the message.  Further, asking 
questions or expressing thoughtful comments about 
the message affirms that you were listening and  
appreciated the pastor’s effort. 
 
Show kindness to your pastor.  While you may 
only see your pastor once a week, it is important to 
remember they are constantly on call for anyone 



 

Northern Light Page 5 

3. Functioning as the Synod Coordinator for the 
2022 ELCA Youth Gathering. 

4. Assisting in the promotion and coordination 
of synod efforts around the ELCA Youth 
Gathering and follow up activities for those 
who attended an ELCA Youth Gathering. 

5. Planning and offering occasional youth    
ministries training opportunities to equip  
people to do youth ministry in their own   
congregations and contexts. 

6. Utilizing social media platforms to offer   
support to youth and youth leaders in our  
synod.  

 
Stefanie will be working closely with the Synod 
Youth Ministry Team who will offer their support 
and guidance in these efforts.  Pastor Jim Duehring 
will be the synod office supervisor for Stefanie.  
Like any good ministry effort, this work is best 
done in spirit of mutual support and collaboration.  
The young people of our synod are an important 
part of our church.  We give thanks to God for 
Stefanie.  We pray a blessing upon her ministry.  
We also pray a blessing on all our synod youth and 
adult leaders working with our youth.  
 
Stefanie can be reached at: 
youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org 
(810) 881-2669 
 
 

Year of Discovery Task 
Force Update Summary 

At our May 2021 Synod Assembly, our Northern 
Great Lakes Synod strongly passed a “Resolution 
on the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery.”  
The Doctrine of Discovery was one of the  
foundations to justify colonization and  
mistreatment of Indigenous people in the name of 
the Christian church.  As part of the Synod  
Assembly week, we hosted a listening panel as five 
tribal members were able to share their personal 
stories.  For many members of our synod, this 
might have been their first exposure to the issues 
facing our Native Americans siblings.  
 
Many people are now asking the question, “Now 
what?” 
 
The Task Force on the Year of Discovery  
continues to meet and discuss intentional ways to 
engage with our Indigenous siblings in our area.  

We are discerning that  
relationships with the various 
tribes in our synod are best done 
on the local tribal level.  Each 
tribe has their own unique  
opportunities and challenges.  So, 
we are encouraging those local 
relationships and understandings 
rather than one “synod-wide” strategy. 
 
Here’s a summary of some of those local efforts: 
• Pastor Dave Van Kley, Pastor Bre Kinnunen, 

and Dr. Mike Coyne have met with leaders at 
the Center for Native American Studies at 
Northern Michigan University.  They listened to 
what is   going on at NMU and in the Marquette  
community and some important  priorities. 

• Assistant to the Bishop, Jim Duehring attended 
a Native Justice Coalition event in Rapid River, 
Michigan.  He heard about the realities of 
“Missing and Murdered Indigenous Peoples.” 

• Bishop Katherine Finegan, Pastor Bucky Beach 
and Pastor Julie Belew participated in the 
Boarding School Remembrance Walk in Baraga 
sponsored by the Keweenaw Bay Indian     
Community.  

• Pastor Melinda VanderSys is working to        
establish a network in the Eastern U.P.  

• Pastor Grant Van Lishout from the Marywood 
Franciscan Spirituality Center in Arbor Vitae,     
Wisconsin reports that Marywood is already  
engaging in dialogue with the Lac du Flambeau 
tribe in Northern Wisconsin. 

• Pastor Scott Ehle is building relationships with 
the Native community in Menominee, MI. 

• Pastor Bucky Beach, Pastor Julie Belew and Jeff 
Henquinet continue to work in the Copper 
Country (U.P.) and with KBIC. 

• And, we are beginning to develop contacts in 
the Rapid River, Michigan area.  

 
To learn more details about these activities of       
engagement, visit the homepage of our website.  The 
full “Year of Discovery Task Force Update” is  
available for download in the Year of Discovery  
section.     
   
We also know of pastors and lay people from our 
synod who have engaged in developing relationships 
with tribal people for many years.  We all have so 
more to learn from each other.  God’s Spirit of love 
and hope is going before us.   

mailto:youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org
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Transitions 
We give thanks to God for the interim ministry 
of Pastor Matt Deames and pray God’s blessings on 
Pastor Matt upon his retirement from ordained  
ministry at the beginning of September.  
 

Thanks be to God for the interim ministry of Pastor 
Sue Johnson and Pastor Dwaine Sutherland.  We 
pray for God's blessings on them as they both  
transfer out of the Northern Great Lakes Synod.   
 
We give thanks to God for the ministries of Pastor 
Stacy Pethke who served Faith and Trinity,  
Ishpeming and Pastor Ann Gonyea who served 
Eden, Munising.  We pray God will bless them in 
their new calls.       
 

We celebrate with the following congregations and 
pastors: 

• Faith, Sault Ste. Marie and Pastor Rita     
Chirala as she was installed on August 29.   

• Bethel, Cedarville and Zion, Allenville as 
they finally got to install Pastor Renee      
MacLeod on Sunday, September 12. 

 

Thanks be to God for new ministry partnerships!  We 
welcome the following pastors and their families to 
the Northern Great Lakes Synod: 

• Pastor Steve and Pastor Evelyn Weston    
began their intentional interim pastoral duties 
at Bethel, Ishpeming on August 16.  They also 
serve as administrative interim pastors 
for Trinity and Faith, Ishpeming.   

• Pastor-Elect Jack Busche and his wife     
Sydney who started ministry at Grace, 
Gwinn on August 30.  Pastor-Elect Jack will be 
ordained and installed on October 9 at 11 am 
ET.  

• Pastor Lloyd Leo Luedeman and his wife 
Amy who started ministry at Grace, Pembine 
on September 1.  Pastor Lloyd will be installed 
on October 10 (time TBA).     

• Pastor Elisabeth Daniels and her husband 
Wesley who started ministry at First,        
Gladstone on August 30 and will be installed 
on October 17 at 3 pm ET.   

 

Prayers of  
Remembrance  

Our prayers are with Pastor Peter and Liz 
Vorhes,  Pastor Warren and Kathy  
Geier and Pastor Steve Solberg and their 
families as they each mourn the loss of 
their mothers.  We also pray for Pastor 
Jennie Johnson Wrege as she mourns the 
loss of her father.  May God's peace and 
comfort surround all those who mourn.   

Synod Calendar 

 

 

 

 

9/29-10/2 Bishop attending the Conference of 
 Bishops online 
 

6           Synod Assembly Planning Committee 
 meeting, 11 am ET at Finlandia University 
 

9 Ordination & Installation of Pastor-Elect 
 Jack Busche at Grace, Gwinn at 11 am ET 
 

10         Installation of Pastor Lloyd Leo Luedeman 
 at Grace, Pembine (time TBA) 
 

16         Church Musician’s Workshop, 11 am-2 
 pm ET at Messiah, Marquette  
 

17 Installation of Pastor Elisabeth Daniels at 
 First, Gladstone at 3 pm ET 
 

20 NGLS Staff meeting, 10 am ET 
 

21 Council President’s Workshop, 7 pm ET 
 via Zoom 
30 Faithful Innovations Training, 9 am-3 pm 
 CT at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

5-7        Lutheran Campus Ministry retreat at    
 Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 

7-9        First Call Theological Conference online 

11  NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 

11 Endowment Fund Board meeting, 6:30 pm 
 via Zoom 

14-17 Bishop & Assistant to the Bishop at the 
 Bishop & Staff Gathering 

18 Lutheran Campus Ministry meeting, 1:30 
 pm 

25-26 Synod Office Closed 
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 

Our Savior’s, Marinette—Katy Tomlanovich, Student 

Faith, Three Lakes—Rev. John Kuziej 

Community, Palmer & Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM 

Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde 

Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM 

All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Kay Richter 

St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Lamb 

First, Iron River—Rev. D.J. Rasner 

Christ the King, Escanaba—Lon Hider, Student 

Faith, Rock & First, Trenary—Melissa Salminen, Student 

Bethany, Ishpeming—Rev. Bruce Thorsen 

Prince of Peace, Marquette—Rev. Molly Eversoll 

Bethel, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston 

Faith & Trinity, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston 

Eden, Munising—Rev. Tommy Richter 

As of 8/31 2020 2021 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 796,322 774,999 -21,323 -2.7% 

Amount Received 495,210 496,346 +1,136 +.2% 

Designated Gifts 96,068 103,294 +7,226 +7.5% 
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“O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ your Son, teach us to give ourselves each day  
until life’s work is done.”  (ELW #695)    

 
In this traditional season of congregational stewardship programs when we consider how we will respond to God’s gifts 
through our time, talent and treasures, we first give thanks to God for the gift of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, whose life, 
death and resurrection are the cornerstone for all our giving.  We give thanks, as well, for the blessing of our  
congregational families and the partnership we share as a Synod that allows us to be a part of the mission of Christ.  
Your Mission Support gifts in 2021 are slightly higher than last year and we offer heartfelt thanks for the generosity 
and  consistency of our congregational giving.   
 
As the final quarter of the year is upon us, may we remember with grateful hearts the many individual and  
congregational blessings that fill our lives, and give ourselves each day to the work Christ sets before us.                                                                                                                             
 - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 
Marquette, MI  49855 

Phone:  (906) 228-2300 
Fax:  (906) 228-2527 

Email:  ngls@nglsynod.org 

Northern Great Lakes Synod 

Mail Label 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Marquette, MI 49855 

Permit No. 22 

Prayfaithfully  
 

NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule 
October & November 2021 

October 3-9 Pastor John Kuziej 

October 10-16 Pastor Christina Forsythe 

October 17-23 Pastor John Kuziej 

October 24-30 Pastor Kari Vadis 

October 31-November 6 Pastor Brenda Greenwald 

November 7-November 13 Donna Ahlberg 

November 14-20 Pastor Tammy Barthels 

November 21-27 Nancy Stank 

November 28-December 4 Ruth Warmanen 

Synod Website: 
www.nglsynod.org 

 
Find us on Facebook & YouTube 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fimages%2Fvalentine-clip-art-valentines-day-clipart-free-clip-art-valentines-free-valentines-clip-art-535_475.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmzayat.com%2Fsingle%2F116951.html&docid=xUHakHJti87ncM&
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fclover-clip-art-FourLeafClover2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fclipart_images%2Ffour-leaf-clover-clipart-1668636&docid=go3nTYNYChXtjM&tbnid=OgRbens7kqeJ4M%3A&v
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           Prayer Calendar – October 2021 
1 Pray for our ELCA Bishops as they meet at the Conference of Bishops through 

October 2. Especially, we give thanks for those who are newly elected and will begin 
serving in their new calls during this difficult time in our world and our church. 

2 Pray for all attending the Fortune Lake Fall Fest today. Pray also for the Fortune 
Lake Staff and all who visit our Lutheran Camps throughout the year. 

3 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Don Ludemann (10/04), Tom Wickstrom (10/05), Ken Carlson (10/05), George Candea-
Kromm (10/7), and Doug Johnson (10/15). 

4 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate their birthdays this month:  
Larry Molloy (10/28). 

5 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Timothy Vadis (10/05), 
David Echelbarger (10/08), Kenneth Carlson (10/13), and Maxine Gray (10/16). 

6 Pray for our Synod Assembly Planning Team as they meet today and look forward to 
our spring assembly. May they find creative ways to celebrate our mission in God’s name 
and make wise decisions for the activities of our Synod. 

7 Pray for all pastors on Clergy Appreciation Day this Sunday.  We thank God for their 
presence among us: preaching the Word, presiding over the Sacraments, being present in 
the midst of crisis or grief, guiding, teaching, listening, challenging us to take new 
directions, and being examples of God’s love. 

8 Pray for the members of St. Peter Lutheran Church, Ocean City, MD; St. Philip 
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; St. Philip Lutheran Church, Wilmington, 
DE; and St. Stephen Lutheran Church (Arbutus), Baltimore, MD. 

9 Pray for Pastor-Elect Jack Busche and the members of Grace, Gwinn, as he is 
ordained and installed into ministry in this congregation. May the Holy Spirit fill them 
with joy and wisdom as they work together to fulfill God’s mission for them. 

10 Pray for Pastor Lloyd Luedeman and the members of Grace, Pembine, as he is 
installed into ministry in this congregation. May the Holy Spirit fill them with joy and 
wisdom as they work together to fulfill God’s mission for them. 

11 Pray for all who have lost loved ones and homes in the midst of disasters – fires, 
hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, wars, and the pandemic. Offer prayers of thanks for all 
who have donated to and volunteered with Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service, and Lutheran World Relief to help them. 

12 October 10 was World Mental Health Day and the stress of the pandemic has increased 
the need for mental health awareness and care. Pray for all those suffering from 
mental illness and for their families and medical care professionals. Pray also 
that health care systems and insurance companies do their best to care for those in need. 

13 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Duane Priebe (10/24), Richard Likeness (10/26), Melinda VanderSys (10/29), and Judy 
Kirchoff (10/31). 

14 Pray for all our Seminary Students, as they begin or continue their studies and 
preparation for rostered service in our Church. 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
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15 Pray for people who are homeless, refugees, and living in shelters. May they 
know God’s love through the work of diligent caregivers and advocates. 

16 Pray for all church musicians and for the musicians’ workshop which is happening 
today. We thank God for all those who share their gifts and talents with our worshipping 
communities. 

17 Pray for Pastor Elisabeth Daniels and the members of First, Gladstone, as she is 
installed into ministry in this congregation. May the Holy Spirit fill them with joy and 
wisdom as they work together to fulfill God’s mission for them. 

18 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Stephen Gauger (10/28), 
Kari Vadis (10/28), and Alex Ross (10/29).   

19 Pray for peace throughout the world and for world leaders to work together toward 
ending violence of all kinds, especially violence directed at women and children and 
violence based upon religious or ethnic prejudice. 

20 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today to plan and coordinate events and activities 
throughout our Synod. 

21 Pray for Council Presidents as they meet online for a workshop with Synod Vice 
President Chuck Thomas and Ray Miller.  May they be encouraged in their leadership role.   

22 Pray for the members of St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Wilmington, DE; The 
Slate Project (Charles Waverly Mission), Baltimore, MD; Tree of Life Church 
(Middletown), Odessa, DE; and Trinity Lutheran Church, Boonsboro, MD. 

23 Pray for students, staff, and faculty at colleges and universities as they continue 
to teach and learn amid the challenges of the global pandemic. 

24 Pray for Bethany Lutheran Church, Ishpeming, and their Interim Pastor Bruce 
Thorsen as they continue their discernment and search for a rostered leader to serve the 
people and lead the ministry in their community. 

25 Pray for students as they celebrate homecoming events. May they all be safe in the 
midst of these joyous events. 

26 Pray for all those whose loved ones have died from COVID-19 and all those 
living with continuing disabilities caused by the disease. 

27 Pray for Bethel Lutheran Church, Ishpeming, and their Interim Pastors Steve 
and Evelyn Weston as they begin their work together and discern where God is leading 
them in mission in their community. 

28 Pray for quilters and Lutheran World Relief quilt ministries as the quilts are 
gathered and transported around the world. 

29 Pray for creation and all of God’s creatures as they also face natural and human-
created disasters that destroy their homes and environments. 

30 Pray for all those participating in the Faithful Innovations Training today. May 
these pastors and lay leaders grow in their faith and learn new ways to spread the Good 
News of God’s love for the world. 

31 Pray that the God who reformed the church through Martin Luther 
and other teachers five centuries ago may continue to reform – and 
transform – the church today. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 

A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 

 

         Prayer Calendar – November 2021 
 

1 On this All Saints Day remember with thanksgiving those family, friends, pastors, 
and teachers who have gone before us. Pray for those who are grieving the loss of loved 
ones. Pray for all the “new saints” among us who have been baptized in recent months.                                                                                                                                                    

2 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Katherine Finegan (11/03), 
LaVonne Stephenson (11/09), George Candea-Kromm (11/11), Mike Laakko (11/13), and 
Warren Geier (11/13). 

3 Pray for congregations in transition as they seek rostered leaders, discern where God 
is calling them, and continue ministry during this time of transition, especially Prince of 
Peace Lutheran, Marquette, and their Administrative Interim Pastor Molly Eversoll. 

4 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: 
Jennie Johnson Wrege (11/09), Tom Skrenes (11/16), and Steven Anderson (11/28). 

5 Pray for our Lutheran Campus Ministries and all those gathered for a retreat today 
through November 7. May they know God’s grace and power in their lives of faith. 

6 November is National Adoption Month. Pray for families touched by adoption – 
who have adopted a child, who have given a child to others through adoption, who 
grieve due to miscarriage or infertility, and who wonder what their next steps will be. 

7 Pray for all First Call Pastors and Deacons, especially those gathering for continuing 
education November 7-9. 

8 Pray for the members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD; Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Reisterstown, MD; Trinity Lutheran Church, Smithsburg, MD; 
and Trinity Lutheran Church, Taneytown, MD. 

9 Pray for all seminary students, especially Melissa Salminen, as they prepare for 
rostered leadership in our Church.  

10 Pray for our Synod Endowment Fund Board as they meet via ZOOM tomorrow to 
plan and make decisions for the use of these funds for ministry. 

11 On this Veterans Day, we pray for all the brave men and women who have served 
in our armed forces. We thank them for defending our nation, its people, and standing up 
for oppressed people everywhere. We ask God to heal those who are facing PTSD and other 
physical and psychological injuries.  

12 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Christina Forsythe (11/14), Earl 
Bergh (11/20), Tom Wickstrom (11/22), David Van Kley (11/25), Molly Eversoll (11/29), and 
Lisa Ubbelohde (11/29). 

13 Pray for all hunters – may this season be safe and successful. 

14 Pray for Bishop Katherine Finegan, Assistant to the Bishop Jim Duehring, and all 
bishops and their rostered staff member as they gather to support one another in their 
ministry and to celebrate God’s Spirit leading them and the ELCA in mission and service. 

15 Pray for Faith Lutheran Church, Ishpeming, and Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Ishpeming, and their Administrative Interim Pastors Steve and Evelyn 
Weston as they continue their work together and discern where God is leading them in 
mission in their community. 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


16 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Andy Hill 
(11/28).  Pray also for our Synod Missioner who celebrates a birthday this month:  
Lori Ward (11/28). 

17 Pray for ecumenical partnerships across our Synod and throughout the ELCA. 
May we always celebrate our unity in Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

18 Pray for children who are victims of bullying by others; that their teachers, 
counselors, and especially other children will help to support them. 

19 Pray for all seasonal workers who come into new situations and face challenges and 
impatient customers or clients. May we all be more kind and considerate as we work together 
during this busy season. 

20 Pray for prayer ministries across our synod – prayer services, prayer chains, prayer 
shawls, prayer beads, and the many other ways that prayers are lifted up to God for those 
in need and those who rejoice. 

21 On this Christ the King Sunday, we pray that we may follow our Lord and King 
faithfully and fully … even to the cross … and give our whole lives to carrying out 
his mission in our world. 

22 Pray for the members of Azania Front Cathedral, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and for 
their NGLS partner congregation Messiah Lutheran Church, Marquette. 

23 In these days of emphasis on stewardship, we pray that we may become better 
stewards of all that God has given us: our planet and its resources, ourselves, our 
time, our talents, and our possessions; all signs of God’s gracious love. 

24 Pray for all who grieve during the holidays due to broken families, lost loved ones, or 
other situations. May we all reach out to those who are lonely or hurting during these times 
when the pressure to be joy-filled is so great. 

25 We give thanks this day for the blessings God has bestowed upon us – 
the blessings we see around us in our daily lives; our health, families, and 
friends; the blessings that we overlook; and most of all the blessings of hope 
which we have in our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

26 Pray for the members of Trinity Lutheran Church (Deer Park), Westminster, PA; 
Zion Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Zion Lutheran Church, Middletown, 
MD; Zion Lutheran Church, Williamsport, MD; and Zion Lutheran Church, 
Wilmington, DE. 

27 Pray for all who travel during this holiday season. May they celebrate safe arrivals and 
safe returns home. 

28 On this First Sunday of Advent light a candle and pray for our Lord’s presence to 
come more fully into your life and the lives of all people. 

29 Pray for prisoners and their families as so many gather to celebrate the holidays. 
May they find comfort in God’s loving arms. 

30 Pray for generous hearts on this “Giving Tuesday” – that all ministries will be blessed to 
the glory of God in the work that they do for God’s people. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”  



Attention Church Musicians! 
  

You are invited to an informal roundtable discussion! 
A time of Regrouping, Recruiting, Reorienting & Reconnecting 

  
 

Saturday, October 16, 2021 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
*Messiah Lutheran Church 

305 W. Magnetic Street 
Marquette, MI 49855 

  
Topics will include: 

Church music in the age of the pandemic 
Bringing back congregational singing 
Recruiting and rebuilding our choirs 

Music for smaller numbers 
Singing with masks 

Virtual worship 
  
 
 

Refreshments will be served.   
  
The event is free, but please let us know you are planning to  
attend.  RSVP to Jennifer Dodge at Messiah (906) 225-1119 or 
email jen@messiahlutheran.org. 
  
*In the event of COVID-19 restrictions preventing an in-person 
meeting, we may shift to ZOOM.  Those who RSVP will be  
informed of this change. Stay tuned! 
  

mailto:jen@messiahlutheran.org


“Faithful Innovations” 
Learning Communities of Jesus 

 

For Laity, Pastors, Deacons and Licensed Lay Ministers 
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod 

 

“During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 
saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, we immediately 
tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good 

news to them.”  ~Acts 16:9-10 
 
 

Announcing the 3rd Cohort Group* of Faithful Innovations  
online or in person training options 

*9 congregations from our synod participated in previous cohort groups. 

• Helping people connect with God, each other, and their neighbors. 

• Dwelling in the Word and listening exercises. 

• Solid training in a cohort model with accountability and coaching support. 

• Affirming the role of lay people in our congregations. 

• Broadening your perspective beyond mere “maintenance.” 

 

Training Schedule & Themes for Cohort #3: 
 

1st Training via Zoom only   
Saturday, January 22, 2022 
“Tracing God’s Movement in our Lives and Neighborhoods”      
11 am to 2:30 pm ET / 10 am to 1:30 pm CT (30-minute lunch break) 
 
2nd Training via Zoom or in person at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
Saturday, March 5, 2022 
“Learning by Doing:  Using Action Learning to Discover God’s Leading”      
11 am to 4 pm ET / 10 am to 3 pm CT (60-minute lunch break) 
 
3rd Training via Zoom or in person at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
Saturday, May 21, 2022 
“Sharing our Learning: Intentional Reflections on Our Actions” 
11 am to 4 pm ET / 10 am to 3 pm CT (60-minute lunch break) 
 

 
 
What’s a congregation’s commitment? 

• A congregation has a “Guiding Team” of 4 to 7 lay people committing to 3 training 
sessions and follow up assignments between trainings.  The pastor or licensed lay 
minister also attends the trainings.   

• Cost for Training Sessions is only $50* per congregation which includes meals at 
Fortune Lake and a copy of Dwight Zscheile’s book, The Agile Church (Dr. Zscheile was 
keynote speaker at the May 2019 Synod Assembly).  

 

*The actual full costs of these trainings are supported by a generous subsidy from an ELCA 
Synod Vitality Grant and a Siebert Grant.    
 

Register and pay by January 13, 2022.  Contact Pastor Jim Duehring (906) 228-2300 
 

To learn more about this learning process and to hear testimonials go to: 
www.nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations 

http://www.nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations


 

2022 ELCA Youth Gathering Update 
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth 

Gathering.  Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, 

young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.  The 

ELCA Youth Gathering is an amazing experience for high school youth and adult leaders to 

experience the boundless love of God.  

 

Congregations from the Northern Great Lakes Synod are already planning for the 2022 Gathering, 

which will take place July 24-28, 2022 in Minneapolis, MN.  Registration opens on September 22 and 

remains open through May 22, 2022, although registration prices increase on November 22 and 

February 22.  During this time of COVID-19, the Gathering coordinators are doing their best to 

prepare for a safe event, and fully recognize that it is impossible for 30,000 people to remain socially 

distant.  A Safety and Security Webinar is scheduled for Thursday, October 7 at 8 pm ET / 7 pm CT 

to discuss these concerns and more.  You may pre-register for the webinar on the official Gathering 

website:  https://elca.org/youthgathering.  

 

We hope you consider sending your high school youth to the ELCA Youth Gathering next summer.  

We understand this is a difficult time to plan for anything and encourage congregations to use their 

best judgement when fundraising and registering for the event.  Our synod hopes to help subsidize and 

coordinate bus transportation to Minneapolis for all interested NGLS attendees.  Stay tuned for more 

details as they become available.   

 

For more information and resources about the ELCA Youth Gathering, please  

• Check out the official Gathering website www.elca.org/youthgathering  

• Contact Stefanie Ehle, NGLS Youth Ministries Coordinator at youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org 

or (810) 881-2669 

 

Important Dates Regarding the ELCA Youth Gathering: 

• September 22, 2021:  Early Bird Registration begins 

• October 7, 2021 at 8 pm ET / 7 pm CT:  Safety and Security Webinar 

Pre-register for the live event at https://elca.org/youthgathering or watch a recording at 

your convenience. 

• November 22, 2021:  Regular Registration begins 

• January 22, 2022:   Hotel Assignments 

• February 22, 2022:  Late Registration begins 

• May 22, 2022:  Registration closes 

• July 24-28, 2022:  ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN 

https://elca.org/youthgathering
http://www.elca.org/youthgathering
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UP Wild 
A Collaborative Ministry of the Northern Great Lakes Synod and the 

Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan 
  

Wild Church is a means of encountering the actively Living God, based on shared 

values of faith, connection, and nature.  Deep within the Christian tradition there hides 

a wealth of wisdom on how to cultivate a culture of compassion through the way of 

love.  You can access this ministry either in person or through various online events.  

  

Lanni Lantto is the Mission Developer for UP Wild.  She 

describes this ministry as, “A community who openly 

prays for the healing of the land and our hearts, allowing 

for open conversation on our culture of consumption, 

embracing holy wisdom, and celebrating our varied 

personal experiences.  Using expansive language, our intention is to provide space in 

which each person experiences God’s love and is able to apply these teachings into their 

everyday life.  We walk Jesus' way of love, justice and transformation and especially 

strive to listen and respond to the spiritual needs of those outside of traditional church 

contexts.”  

  

What people are saying about UP Wild: 

"Thank you for guiding us into the real world today- we 

needed it." 

 

"Wow, bravo to Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

Northern Great Lakes Synod, and Episcopal Diocese of 

Northern Michigan for sponsoring UP Wild Church.  Nature 

hikes and contemplative prayer in Michigan’s Upper 

Peninsula.  This is a brilliant idea!" 

 

“I have been reasonably close to some church my whole life.  I have never felt excited 

about church.  Usually, I viewed church as a comforting place to visit when I felt the 

need.  This is different.  Wild Church is the right fit 

for my spiritual needs!” 

 

To learn more about UP Wild or to donate to this 

ministry, visit www.upwild.org. 

 

 

  

http://www.upwild.org/


 

Companion Synod Support 
 Brian & Danielle Anderson  
 Immanuel, Negaunee 
 St. Paul, Ironwood 
 
ELCA Disaster Funds 
 Bethany, Amasa 
 Salem, Ironwood 
 Emanuel, Skandia 
 Zion, St. Ignace 
 All Saints, Wakefield 
 
ELCA Good Gifts 
 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 
ELCA Youth Gathering 
 Ruth Warmanen 
 Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston  
 
Equipping the Saints Endowment Fund 
 First, Gladstone  
 Zion, Ironwood 
 
Leadership Support in the NGLS 
 First, Ewen 
 Rev. Lloyd & Amy Luedeman  
 Bethany, Norway  
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 Grace, Gwinn 
 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 Good Shepherd, Peshtigo  
 Calvary, Rapid River 

Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service 
 First, Ewen 
 St. Paul, Ironwood  
 
Lutheran Social Services 
 Emanuel, Skandia 
 
Lutheran World Relief 
 Salem, Ironwood 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 Calvary, Rapid River 
 
NGLS Seminarian Support 
 First, Gladstone 
 Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
 
Skogman Scholarship Fund  
 Marilyn & Philip Andersen 
 PJ Boylan 
 Tom & Linda Ertel 
 Rev. Steve & Peggy Gauger  
 HRA, Inc.  
 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 John & Pauline Kiltinen  
 Amanda Kossow 
 Rev. Lauri & Lois Maki 
 Dirk & Sue Manson  
 Gary & Kathy Miller 
 Deanna Nelson 
 Owen & Judy Peterson & Family  
 Arthur & Carol Puotinen 
 Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
 Jonathan & Jean Schmidt 
 Keven & Laurie Schmit 
 Maxine Silvius 
 Jo Skogman 
 Bishop Tom & Luanne Skrenes 
 Jerry Stephenson  
 Trinity, Trout Creek 
 Ruth Warmanen 
 
Skrenes Fund for Ministry 
 Bishop Tom & Luanne Skrenes 
 Thrivent Member Network Regional Board  
 Advised Grant Program 
 
Synod Restricted 
 Grace, Pembine 
  
World Missionary Support 
 Grace, Pembine 

Thank you to the 
following  

donors for their 
generous  

support of the 
work of Christ in 
and through our 

Synod. 


