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Northern
LIGHT

“For in hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen?
But if we hope for what we do not see,
we wait for it with patience.”
~Romans 8:24-25
Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
You have no doubt noticed the increasing
darkness. The kids go to school in the dark,
and soon, the school day will end as it began,
in darkness. The hours of light are getting
shorter and shorter, and people are grateful for
lingering twilight.
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How ironic that the most hopeful season of the
church year begins as the darkness increases.
In the weeks to come, we light candles on the Advent wreath, and
it’s not a moment too soon. These lights of hope stand against the
growing darkness. And every week, as we add the flame of another candle, the light will increase and shine brighter even as the
darkness comes sooner and lasts longer.
In this season of Hope, and as this year of Hope 2021 comes to its
end, I share with you some things that I do see that give me hope:

1. Our congregations continue to find new creative ways to do
ministry.
As I read through your newsletters, whether online or hard copy, I
am impressed and encouraged by your continued efforts. Sure,
some things have paused. Yes, some priorities have been
re-evaluated and energies placed in new directions. Yet, this is all
good as we continue to be church together and church for the sake
of the world. I am grateful to the Spirit that is at work among and
through us as the work of Christ continues.
2. We have wonderful pastoral leaders!
In the past few years, we have welcomed many new pastors and
they bring new energy, perspective, and ideas. And our seasoned
pastors and Licensed Lay Ministers have provided stability and
the blessing of trusted relationships that keep congregational
partnerships in motion and help reduce anxiety. And
congregations in pastoral transition have been patient and
involved, waiting for God’s timing with hope.
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3. We have renewed joy in being together
again…safely.
As pandemic restrictions have eased, Pastor Jim and
I are once again happy to gather with you for
worship. I do not mind wearing a mask if it means
we can sing together and gather in the same space. I
love hearing the voices of others raised in song and
prayer. It has felt like salve on a wound to share the
peace, sing alto to someone’s soprano, and hear
combined voices pray the Lord’s prayer together in
the rhythm and cadence of voices in unison. While I
truly believe that some sense of community can be
achieved and appreciated through Zoom, YouTube,
and Facebook live, the joy and value of the
community gathered in person is also true and real.
4. Our synod is newly connected through
Lifelong Faith Formation, Pastoral Leader
Check-Ins, and various Zoom meetings.
While I have missed being able to add lunch and
snacks to in-person Synod meetings, in many ways
we are more connected as
a synod than we have ever
been. Teachers and
students from the Copper
Country to Marinette,
from Ironwood to Sault
Ste. Marie gather in
virtual classrooms and
discussion groups. We
are church together in a whole new way, gathering to
discuss and wrestle with conversations about issues
of race, scriptural interpretation, and to consider and
plan various ministry efforts.
5. God is at work!
In all our efforts, in all our re-evaluations, in all the
changes and future uncertainty, the Spirit of the
living Christ is gathering, inspiring, supporting, and
guiding. We are discovering again what it means to
be church, what the purpose of the Body of Christ is
in this world, and who we are in mission together. I
see a new hunger for deeper spirituality and for
meaningful connectedness to God and each other.
I see ministry efforts taking on a life of their own.
I see details and pieces falling together. I see a
willingness to experiment, to try new things, to jump
even when the landing is unclear.
There is much to be hopeful for because of what we
can see even as we continue to hope for that which is
still becoming. As Advent candles are lit, as the
glow from the manger bed grows brighter, as we

strain to hear the songs of
angels, remember that you are
not alone. In hopeful
anticipation of Christmas and
a blessed New Year, I believe
it is not too soon to share the
following verse from “It Came
upon the Midnight Clear” that speaks anew to our
present circumstances:
And you, beneath life’s crushing load,
whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way
with painful steps and slow:
look now, for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing;
Oh, rest beside the weary road
and hear the angels sing!
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

Transitions

We pray God’s blessings upon Pastor Catherine
Ford who has been called to serve the work of
Christ with the people of Faith, Three Lakes.
Pastor Catie was ordained at First Lutheran in
Geneseo, IL by Bishop Finegan on October 23 and
she began her partnership at Faith in November.
Pastor Catie will be Installed on December 5 at 3 pm
CT. We welcome Pastor Catie and her husband,
Dillon, to the Northern Great Lakes Synod!
We welcome seminarian Lance Crevier and his
wife Rylee who will begin ministry with the people
of First, Iron River through the Collaborative
Learning program at Wartburg Seminary. May God
bless their ministry together.
We give thanks to God for the ministry of Pastor
Andrea Fluegel who will end her time of ministry at
Prince of Peace, Eagle River at the end of
December. We pray for God’s blessings in her new
call.

Prayers of Remembrance

Our prayers are with Pastor Lisa
Ubbelohde and her family as they mourn
the loss of her mother. May God’s peace
and comfort surround all those who
mourn.
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I recently had the honor of representing the Northern Great Lakes
Synod at the Presidential Inauguration of the Rev. Kristin Johnston
Largen, Ph.D., who is the new president of Wartburg Theological
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. Wartburg is one of the seminaries of the
ELCA, and I graduated from there in 1987.
Returning to Wartburg made me nostalgic for the past. Indeed, the very
edifice itself is nostalgic. It is modeled after the Wartburg Castle in
Germany where Martin Luther went into hiding and worked on
translating the New Testament into German so that the people could
actually read it in their own language. The world was about to change.
The Protestant Reformation was about to explode on the scene
of history.
My experiences at Wartburg Seminary were very formative and positive. They helped sharpen my
theological acumen and gave me opportunities to practice my pastoral skills. I felt prepared to enter my
profession as a called pastor of the church.
But times have changed for the world and Wartburg Seminary. Only one of my professors remains active
on the faculty. The others have retired or have passed on to glory. I have paid attention to some of those
changes but not all of the changes. Like many of you, I too can be nostalgic for the way things were. You
might feel the same way about your local church. You might long for the days of your confirmation
pastor, or the days when Sunday School rooms were filled with the noise of children.
The inauguration of President Largen spoke of hope for the future and also the challenges that await any
institution under new leadership in a fast-changing world. President Largen was introduced to give her
Presidential Inaugural Address by Dr. René Johnson, who serves as Vice President of the Board of
Directors for Wartburg Seminary. It was good to see Professor Johnson, who also teaches at Finlandia
University in our own synod, and served as part of the Presidential Search Committee. Professor Johnson
reported that in President Largen, they had found an “enthusiastic” communicator. “Enthusiasm” is a great
descriptive word, for it comes from the Greek word “entheos,” meaning “God within.”

In her enthusiastic spirit, President Largen shared the following in her
Presidential Address:
“I am convinced that, especially now, in this time and place, all institutions
of theological education have a critical role to play in God’s mission in the
world. In this moment, the world needs a church that can be a “repairer of
the breach,” to use the words of Isaiah 58. And therefore, the church needs
seminaries that, through the power of the Holy Spirit, can form leaders to
shepherd and shape the church for this difficult, rewarding bridge-building
work.”
While we all can wax nostalgically on what has been, may we enthusiastically believe and live the “God
within” that gives us courage to enter a new day. And God bless President Largen as she has taken up the
mantle of leadership at Wartburg Seminary where learning leads to mission and mission informs learning.
“But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs
to God and does not come from us.”
~2 Corinthians 4:7
The Bible verse inscribed on the invitation to President Largen’s Inauguration
Pastor Jim Duehring
Assistant to the Bishop/DEM

Northern Light

Page 4

Evolution of an ELCA
Social Statement
written by Chuck Thomas, NGLS
Vice President

A tremendous amount of learning and team
building occurred at the annual 2-day workshop for
synod vice presidents in early October. One topic I
found very informative was a presentation by
Pastor Roger Willer, ELCA Director of Theological
Ethics, about how an ELCA Social Statement is
established.
Did you know it takes about five to six years to
establish a new Social Statement? Also, did you
know that Social Statements only exist if they have
been approved by a two-thirds majority at a
Churchwide Assembly?
We have Social Statements because the ELCA
understands itself as called by God to address social
issues in accordance with Galatians Chapter 6,
which tasks us to carry one another’s burdens and
thus fulfill the law of Christ. On the ELCA website
it states: “ELCA Social Statements are teaching
and policy documents that provide broad
frameworks to assist us in thinking about and
discussing social issues in the context of faith and
life.”
There are five procedural steps in developing and
maintaining a social teaching statement. This is
accomplished through the three expressions of the
church, which are: churchwide, synods, and
congregations.
Step One: Selection and Oversight
A Social Statement proposal could come from any
of the three church expressions. The proposal is
lifted up at a Churchwide Assembly and if
affirmed, the Churchwide Council then appoints a
task force and maintains oversight of the process.

By this time, about one year has already passed
from the initiation of the idea.
Step Two: Development
The task force does research and conducts a series
of listening events where they learn from experts
and specialists before creating guidance resources.
The task force sends synods and congregations
announcements and invitations to participate in the
development process using the guidance resources
and preliminary drafts. At the end of the learning
time, a final draft is prepared and sent to all synods
and congregations for consideration and comment.
The task force takes all comments into account and
prepares a final draft Social Statement to be
considered by Churchwide Council for presentation
at the next Churchwide Assembly. By now four to
five years have gone by.
Step Three: Adoption
The Social Statement is presented at the next
Churchwide Assembly. If approved by a two-thirds
majority, then it is adopted and becomes an official
social teaching document of the ELCA.
Step Four: Use
All three expressions of the church are expected to
encourage use of the Social Statements and
implement the resolutions as appropriate. If
questions of interpretation arise, the Office of the
Presiding Bishop through the Theological
Discernment Team provides counsel and direction.
Step Five: Reconsideration
An existing Social Statement can be edited, revised,
or archived by a two-thirds majority vote of a
Churchwide Assembly. A proposal to reconsider a
Social Statement can come from any of the three
expressions of the church.

You can view all the Social Statements adopted to
date at the ELCA website. If you are interested in a
deeper dive into the theology behind ELCA Social
Statements, read the document “Policies and
Procedures of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America for Addressing Social Concerns.” Links
to this document and all the ELCA Social
Statements can be found at:
elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements
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The Last Sparrow in the
Last Forest: Communities of
Faith Must Lead the Rescue

hundreds of thousands of green parishes. Ripples can
become healing waves spreading into communities,
and beyond. At least five, step-wise changes are
recommended at each parish (abbreviated here):
• Withdrawal to stillness, contemplation,
written by Bill Mattson,
discussion, and then to prayerful action. Cast
NGLS representative on the Lutheran Office
aside business as usual. Think deep
transformation.
of Public Policy Advisory Council
• Ecological Neighborhood Awareness is the
establishment of a parish’s ecological footprints,
Our blue planet has always been in continuous
its place in the local ecosystem matrix that
change, even before humans arose from harmless
sustains it. Congregants will learn about its flora
obscurity. However, as our populations and
and fauna, becoming real partners with all of our
technologies exploded over the last forty millennia,
brethren.
so did our impact. Today, the consensus is that we
• Sanctuary is the idea of every parish, every
have driven the world to a precipice of disaster.
parish member creating sanctuary, sacred refuges
Decades of science have warned that we humans
for God’s creation in private and public spaces.
are triggering a snowballing catastrophe of mayhem
• Skill and Tool Sharing means that congregants
and death. It’s now especially acute in nature
share their essential knowledge, skills, and tools
where there have been alarming losses of lifeso that all consume less and create life’s essentials
supporting organisms like bees, birds, trees, and
locally. Think of growing/canning food;
ocean fish. Already, millions of displaced humans
repairing, not discarding.
are desperately seeking refuge because of the
• Mercy and Grace are generously offered balms
unprecedented flooding from melting glaciers,
badly needed in the midst of coming social and
ocean thermal expansion, and storms, as well as
ecological upheavals.
from record-breaking droughts and forest fires.
Lutherans strive to live by the mantra of God’s
Work, Our Hands, dedicating our church body to
care for others. But, humanity’s recklessness
reveals that too many
hands are desecrating
creation, not caring for it.
Will it come down to the
last sparrow in the last
forest before we can discern our grave mistakes?
A many decade’s old popular song summarized our
predicament in its lyrics,
“they paved paradise and
put up a parking lot.”
Rector Ragan Sutterfield in the Christian Century
magazine (September 2021) asserts that fixing the
planetary crisis requires that we must first reconcile
human life with all of creation. This demands
radical transformations in lifestyles and governance
from top to bottom. Big money and technology
alone will not rescue us. Rector Sutterfield urges
that the Church step forward to become a leader of
the rescue. Planetary healing, he argues, can arise
from a united effort by all communities of faith,
where green, healing ripples will emanate from

The aforementioned are merely the early seeds of
transformation. All of us must engage and offer our
gifts. Let us pray that all communities of faith will
unite, renew and transform themselves and claim
their crucial roles in the rescue and healing. God help
us. There is work to be done.

Important Reminders

As 2021 comes to a close and our fiscal year ends in
January, please note several important dates and
documents that need to be sent to the Synod Office:
•
•
•

•

•

Statements of Intent (coming your way soon!)
Congregation Annual Reports
January 10, 2022
Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod Office
so that 2021 benevolence gifts can be credited to
2021 giving.
February 11, 2022
Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod Office
so that January 2022 giving can be credited to the
Synod fiscal year.
Congregation Treasurers
Please be sure to note the month on your
remittance form so that giving can be properly
credited.
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Lifelong Faith Formation
Preview for Winter 2022
Details will be announced by early December
through E-Notes and on the Lifelong Faith
Formation page of the synod website:
nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation/
Classes begin in mid-January following a
registration deadline of Friday, January 7.
To receive the full schedule with descriptions, when
it is available, please contact Deacon Lori Ward at
lori.ward@nglsynod.org or (615) 519-1969.
***

The synod offers a Lifelong Faith
Formation program for adults
who want to grow in faith and spirit
as they learn together. Meeting online
via Zoom, classes range in duration
from two sessions to ten weekly
meetings. Here’s a preview of
the 2022 winter schedule:

Synod Calendar

2

NGLS Staff meeting, 10 am ET

3

Candidacy meeting

3-5

Finlandia’s 125th Anniversary Celebration

5

125th Anniversary Worship at Gloria Dei,
Hancock, 10:30 am ET with Bishop
Finegan preaching

5

Installation of Pastor Catie Ford at Faith,
Three Lakes at 3 pm CT

14

Active Pastors, Deacons & LLMs CheckIn, 2 pm ET via Zoom

17

Synod Office Closed

24

Synod Office Closed

31

Synod Office Closed

4

Executive Committee meeting, 12 pm ET
via Zoom

5

Synod Assembly Planning Committee, 10
am ET via Zoom

6

NGLS Staff meeting, 10 am ET

11

Active Pastors, Deacons & LLMs CheckIn, 2 pm ET via Zoom

12

Worship Committee meeting, 1 pm ET at
the Synod Office

15

Synod Council via Zoom

18

NGLS Staff meeting, 10 am ET

19

Finance Committee meeting, 10 am ET at
the Synod Office

20

Lifelong Faith Formation Committee
meeting, 11 am ET

22

Faithful Innovations Training via Zoom

23

Companion Synod Committee meeting, 3
pm ET via Zoom

Introduction to Biblical Hebrew
Sunday evenings with Pastor Nicole Hanson Lynn.
The Samuel Series: Prayer and the Spiritual Life
Monday mornings, facilitated by Barb Ojibway,
Pastor Lee Goodwin, and Pastor Jon Magnuson.

The Big Picture Bible Discussion
Tuesday evenings, coordinated by Susan Anderson
and Jeff Henquinet.
Anishinaabe Culture
Up to three evening sessions beginning on
Thursday, January 27, coordinated by Denise
Cadeau, Dean of Anishinaabe Studies at Keweenaw
Bay Ojibwa Community College.
Ezekiel Bible Study
Wednesday evenings with Pastor Tommy Richter
(this second class in the series will cover chapters
25-48).
Dialogue with the Islamic Resource Group
Coordinated by Pastor Christina Forsythe, on two
evenings, Thursday, January 20 and Friday,
January 21.
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims
Our Savior’s, Marinette—Katy Tomlanovich, Student
Community, Palmer & Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM
Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde
Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM
All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Kay Richter
St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Lamb
First, Iron River—Lance Crevier, Student
Christ the King, Escanaba—Lon Hider, Student
Faith, Rock & First, Trenary—Melissa Salminen, Student
Bethany, Ishpeming—Rev. Bruce Thorsen
Prince of Peace, Marquette—Rev. Molly Eversoll
Bethel, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston
Faith & Trinity, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston
Eden, Munising—Rev. Tommy Richter

“He is coming, tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining!” (ELW#240)
The congregations of our Synod have let their lights shine brightly in 2021, despite the challenges of
the pandemic. Mission support gifts are down less than 1%, while designated giving has risen by 4%
over 2020.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world and it is our mission to carry that light to those in need. Thank
you for your partnership as we remember God’s greatest gift born on Christmas day and honor our
Lord with our gifts.
- Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper
As of 10/31

2020

2021

$ Change

% Change

Pledged Amount

796,322

774,999

-21,323

-2.7%

Amount Received

633,144

628,782

-4,362

-.6%

Designated Gifts

115,076

119,659

+4,583

+4%
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Prayfaithfully
NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule
December 2021 & January 2022
December 5-11

Jackie Lehto

December 12-18

Pastor John Ansell

December 19-25

Melzee Jacobson

December 26-January 1

Pastor Kelly Ylitalo

January 2-8

David & Mary Lou Blomquist

January 9-15

Judy Quirk

January 16-22

Pastor Steve Gauger

January 23-29

Pam Durbin

January 30-February 5

Pastor David Van Kley

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar – December 2021
1

On this World AIDS Day, pray for all who live with AIDS and those who love them
and the medical teams who continue to treat patients and search for a cure.

2

Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this
month: LaVonne Stephenson (12/3), Lisa Ubbelohde (12/6), Matthew Deames (12/15),
Andrew Plocher (12/17), and Bucky Beach (12/21).
Pray for our Candidacy Committee as they meet today, for all candidates for
rostered ministry as they continue their preparation for serving God’s people, and for
Bishop Katherine Finegan as she leads our committee members.

3
4

Pray for pastors and deacons who celebrate their birthdays this month:
Noreen Stevens (12/4), Kelly Ylitalo (12/8), Evelyn Weston (12/16), David Johnson
(12/18), and John Kuziej (12/20).

5

Second Sunday of Advent … Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your
only Son. By his coming, give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation.
Amen.
Pray for Pastor Catie Ford and Faith Lutheran Church, Three Lakes, WI, as she
is installed as their pastor this afternoon.

6

Pray for all rostered leaders as they study worship texts today and during this season
of anticipation, longing, and waiting for the return of our Lord.

7

Pray for the members of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Columbia, MD; All
Saints Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Amazing Grace Lutheran Church,
Baltimore, MD; and Ascension Lutheran Church, Towson, MD.

8

Pray for the members of Mbezi Beach Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, and their NGLS partner congregation, Eden Lutheran Church,
Munising.

9
10

Pray for Wade Crevier and all Seminary Students as they finish the Fall Semester.

11

Pray for those who are incarcerated and their families as they prepare for the
holidays apart from those they love.

12

Third Sunday of Advent … Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and
open our ears to the preaching of John, that rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring
forth the fruits of repentance. Amen.

13

Pray for church choirs and musicians as they share their special gifts with us during
this holy season – sometimes in new and extraordinary ways.

14

Pray for all those with dementia, especially Alzheimer's Disease, for their
families, and for their caregivers. Pray also for more research and a cure for this
devastating disease.

15

Pray for our Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Bill
Wendorf (12/16).

Pray for families who experience brokenness at a time when our culture shares and
celebrates images of happiness and wholeness.

16
17
18

Pray for those addicted to drugs, alcohol, and other substances who may find
this season of family celebration particularly troublesome. We pray that the light of
Christ Jesus may shine into their darkness.
Pray for all those who are missing loved ones who have died as the holidays bring
empty spaces at the table, especially families who have lost loved ones to COVID-19
during the pandemic.
Pray for all who are traveling to be with loved ones – may they have safe travels
and happy homecomings … and for all who will be gathering with loved ones
online due to concerns for their health and safety or boundaries that can’t be crossed.
May they know that love is just as real when shared from a distance.

19

Fourth Sunday of Advent … Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in
joy and serve you always. Amen.

20

Pray for all businesses that serve visitors and tourists as they prepare for a time
of increased visits and needs.

21

Pray for Sunday School teachers and students as they prepare and share online
pageants or other adaptations that proclaim God’s presence among us.

22

Pray for the members of Augsburg Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Beaver
Creek-Keedysville Parish, Keedysville, MD; Bethany Lutheran Church,
Brunswick, MD; and Bethel Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD.

23

Pray for the poor among us as they struggle to celebrate the holy days with few
resources, and for refugees, asylum seekers, and those who are displaced, as
they grieve what they have lost and work to rebuild their lives.

24

Pray for all who gather this day to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus. May
we experience his presence in our gatherings and in our daily lives.

25

Pray this day that the Prince of Peace may stir the hearts of people
throughout the world, that we may bring about justice, righteousness, and
peace for all people.
May Peace on Earth become a reality.

26

Pray for all who work at homeless shelters and food pantries, as they care for
those in need.

27

For blessings on all those men and women in the armed forces defending our
country who are away from their families this holiday season.

28

Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Florence, and their
Interim Pastor Lisa Ubbelohde.

29

For all those who are lonely and long for someone to talk to and help them
celebrate during this otherwise festive season.

30

Pray for victims of violence, especially those who have been targeted by hate
crimes. May our world be changed by the one who welcomed all without conditions.

31

Pray for world leaders as we look toward a new year. May we work together in new
ways and care for the creation God has given to us.
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar – January 2022
1

Pray that this New Year will be a year of growing as a faithful disciple of Jesus in
all that you do. Pray that all followers will listen for the Spirit to guide them and
to provide help in just the right places.

2

Pray for our United States Representatives and Senators, as they convene for this
new year and serve our country and our states during challenging times. May they work
with integrity, honesty, and compassion, sharing the yoke of service with one another and
pulling together to get the job done.

3

Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:
Kayla Keilholtz (1/4), Dennis Meyette (1/10), Elisabeth Daniels (1/15), Margaret Johnson
(1/17), Jesse Brown (1/22), Nicole Hanson-Lynn (1/25), Jay Welshonse (1/29).

4

Pray for our Synod Executive Committee as they meet today via ZOOM. May they be
inspired by the Holy Spirit as they continue to serve our Synod Council and our Synod
during these challenging times.
Pray for pastors and deacons who celebrate birthdays this month: Greg Mileski
(1/5), Tommy Richter (1/10), Doug Johnson (1/13), Lenora Tahtinen (1/14), David Jensen
(1/16), Elisabeth Daniels (1/16), Margaret Johnson (1/24), Soren Schmidt (1/27), Reneé
MacLeod (1/30), and Fran Strong (1/30).
Epiphany … Pray that as the Magi brought gifts of great value to the newborn
King, all people will be willing to give generously of their time and
possessions for those who are in need.

5

6
7

Pray for our Synod Staff – Heather, Betsy, Bishop Katherine, and Pastor Jim –
as they work tirelessly to coordinate ministries throughout our Synod and with our
mission partners around the ELCA and the world.

8

Pray for all those who are considering the call to serve as officers, council
members, and in other elected offices of our congregations, parishes, synod, and
churchwide ministries.

9

We celebrate the Baptism of our Lord! Pray for all who are baptized that we may show
the love of our Lord to all the world.

10

Pray for all congregations, their leaders, and their staff as they prepare for annual
meetings and ministry in the year to come.

11

Pray for our ELCA Seminaries, professors, and students as they participate in Jterm special programs and prepare for the spring semester.

12

Pray for our Synod Worship Committee as they meet today to plan for our Synod
Assembly worship.

13

Pray for the members of Bethel Lutheran Church, North East, MD; Braddock
Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD; Calvary Lutheran Church, Mt. Airy, MD;
and Chapel Lutheran Church, Woodsboro, MD.

14

Pray for the unemployed and underemployed that they may find the resources they
need to keep them and their families warm and well-fed this winter.

15

Pray for our Synod Council members as they meet today to pray, discuss, and discern
our mission and ministry tasks in response to God’s blessings among us.

16

Pray for all teachers who help to enlighten and shape our children's lives with patience
and kindness.

17

As we observe Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday, pray for our nation and our world.
Pray that divisions based on race, culture, and faith that still exist among us may be
overcome, not by power and violence, but by love for all of God’s children.

18
19

The Confession of St. Peter – this day begins the week of prayer for
Christian unity. Pray for all who confess, as Peter did, that Jesus is the
Messiah, that we may come together as partners in the work of the gospel.
Pray for our Synod Finance Committee as they meet today and continue to review
the monetary aspects of our Synod ministries. May the Holy Spirit encourage, lead, and
guide them in their decisions.

20 Pray for Deacon Lori Ward and the Lifelong Faith Formation Committee

members as they meet today and plan for future learning opportunities. May they and
all the students and teachers grow in their faithfulness and service.

21

Pray for bus drivers, truck drivers, and others who spend many hours on the
road that they may be safe and alert as they travel, especially on slippery roads.

22

Pray for Pastor Jim Duehring and the congregational teams at the Faithful
Innovations Training today. May they be inspired and energized by the Holy Spirit.

23

Pray for our Synod’s Companion Synod Committee as they meet today. May they
find creative ways to share ministries across the world when travel is such a challenge.

24

Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially St. James Lutheran Church, Rudyard, and their
Interim Pastor Matt Lamb.
Pray for those who are serving in Lutheran Campus Ministry, especially
Pastor Bucky Beach, Pastor Bre Kinnunen, Pastor Tony Morrison and Pastor
Sarah Semmler Smith and all the students who are growing in many ways.
Pray for those who are struggling with gender orientation and identity issues
and for their families. May we create a world where all are welcome and valued and
supported with God’s love and grace.
Pray for the homeless, that they may stay safe and warm as ice and snow continue to
cover our landscape.
Pray for the members of Christ Lutheran Church (Edmondson Ave.), Baltimore,
MD; Christ Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD; Christ Lutheran Church
(Inner Harbor), Baltimore, MD; and Christ Lutheran Church, Lavale, MD.
Pray for the members of Tabata Schule Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, and their NGLS mission partner Trinity Lutheran Church, Ishpeming.

25
26
27
28
29

30 Pray for those who suffer with depression and seasonal affective disorder that
they have the care they need during this long winter and the longer pandemic.

31

Pray for staff at medical facilities – kitchen workers, custodial crews, and other
support staff who work tirelessly and often behind the scenes with little recognition. Pray
also for the medical staff who have given so much during the last year.
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

125TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION EVENTS

Friday, December 3

125th Anniversary Dinner RSVP Event

An Evening of Song and Conversation

with Finlandia Foundation Performer of the Year

with Jonathan Rundman

Kent Washburn

Lost Songs of the Suomi Synod

Sunday, December 5

published 2021

125th Anniversary Worship with music
by Jonathan Rundman and Kent Washburn

Saturday, December 4
Traditional Weaving; Finnish American Folk School
Finlandia and Folklore; Discussion by Dr. Hilary Virtanen
31st Annual Contemporary Finnish American Artist
Series; Artist Reception; Natalie Salminen

Finnish Independence Day Program
For a full list of dates and times or to
learn more about Finlandiaʼs upcoming
125th Anniversary celebrations, visit

FINLANDIA.EDU/125TH

Northern Great Lakes Synod

2022 SYNOD ASSEMBLY
FINLANDIA UNIVERSITY

PLANNING AHEAD
Synod Assembly 2022 is at Finlandia University in their
newly remodeled Hirvonen Building, which has a large
auditorium and theater seating. However, as is always
the case at Finlandia University, and indeed in all of
Houghton and Hancock, there are mobility challenges
since both of these towns are built into the sides of steep
hills. The Synod Assembly Planning Team is working
diligently to minimize the number of steps and stairs
and working to arrange shuttles from parking lots to
building entrances. But even with these measures,
some accessible parking, and an elevator in the
Hirvonen building, voting members to Synod assembly
should be prepared for stairs and steps and of waiting
for a shuttle should they need a ride from the venue to
their car. Please plan accordingly.

WORKSHOPS
&
LIVESTREAM
INFORMATION
We look forward to
offering again a week
full of pre-assembly
workshops and
content. Worship will
be livestreamed and
links to view the
business meeting will
be available on our
website and Facebook
page. However, voting
members will be
required to be
physically present to
vote during the
business portions of the
assembly on Friday
and Saturday, May 13
and 14.

Ignite The Church

2022

CONFERENCE

SEISMIC SHIFTS:
We are all experiencing
some seismic shifts.
Join us for a hybrid conference
with four large group sessions
focused on the shifts we are
making: Public Church, Hybrid
Church, Adaptive Church,
Thriving Church, and ten related
workshops.

WHERE DO WE
GO FROM HERE?

LARGE GROUP PRESENTERS

Winston Persaud

Robin Steinke

Jess Liles

Joe Liles

Tod Bolsinger

Stephanie Spellers

Visit our website for workshop
topics, presenters, and conference
details.

February 8-10, 2022
HYBRID FORMAT

IN-PERSON (ORLANDO!)
+ ONLINE (LARGE GROUP
SESSIONS)
In-Person - As low as $99,
register early for best rates!
Online - $30 Suggested donation
to the Fund for Leaders

View workshop presenters and
topics at www.ignitethechurch.net

Register now at: www.ignitethechurch.net
All proceeds benefit the ELCA Fund for Leaders

Stewardship’s Flip-Side:
Recognizing and Removing Obstacles to Generosity

Rev. Richard Wehrs
ELCA Regional Manager for MIF (Mission Investment Fund)

Sunday, February 27, 2022
3-5 pm Eastern Time
Messiah Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St.
Marquette, MI 49855
Cost: FREE and open to everyone!
Rostered Leaders and Congregational Stewardship Teams
are encouraged to attend!
Event Description
Too often our church stewardship is focused solely on the church member’s obligation to give
and fails to recognize the church’s obligations to its donor base. This workshop will focus on
the 12 “donor confidence” factors, which can either bolster or undermine your congregation’s
stewardship efforts. Learn what you can do throughout the year to reduce the gap between
your contributors’ financial capacity and their financial will by learning from the non-profit
fundraising industry.
Presenter Information
Pastor Richard Wehrs is our Regional Manager for the ELCA Mission Investment Fund, working
with 13 synods in the states of Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and Kentucky. He
brings to this position extensive experience as a consultant in church stewardship, fundraising,
building projects and strategic planning, having worked with scores of congregations around
the country over the last 16 years.
Registration
Pre-registration is needed. Call or email Pastor Jim Duehring (906) 228-2300 or
jduehring@nglsynod.org.

Northern Great Lakes Synod

PROFESSIONAL LEADER’S RETREAT
an event for Pastors, Deacons and Licensed Lay Ministers

Sunday, February 27—Monday, February 28, 2022
Ramada Inn in Marquette, Michigan
Ministry in the Red-Blue Divide: Preaching and Teaching
in the “Purple Zone”

Congregations and church leaders require new perspectives and insights for
navigating this difficult time. The challenge of preaching across the red-blue divide
in our churches is fraught with risks, but also offers opportunities for proclaiming
the gospel and building community in profound and contextual ways.

About Our Speaker

The Rev. Dr. Leah D. Schade is the Assistant Professor of Preaching and Worship at
Lexington Theological Seminary in Lexington, Kentucky. An ordained minister in
the ELCA for 20 years, Leah earned both her MDiv and PhD degrees from the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia (now United Lutheran Seminary).
She has pastored three Pennsylvania congregations in suburban, urban, and rural
contexts and is the author or editor of five books.
Dr. Schade’s book, Preaching in the Purple Zone: Ministry in the Red-Blue Divide
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2019), explores how clergy and congregations can address
social issues using nonpartisan, biblically-centered approaches and deliberative
dialogue. Dr. Schade received a $30,000 grant from the Wabash Center for Teaching
and Learning in Theology and Religion to study deliberative dialogue in classrooms
and congregations. She received the Kentucky Council of Churches award in 2019
and is the EcoPreacher blogger for Patheos. She and her husband live with their
two teenage children in Lexington.

The Rev. Dr. Leah D. Schade
Lexington Theological Seminary

Retreat Schedule

(all times are Eastern)

Sunday, February 27
5:30 pm Registration
6:30 pm Dinner
7:30 pm Presentation I
8:45 pm Devotions
9 pm
Hospitality
Monday, February 28
7:30 am Breakfast
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Presentation II
11 am
Break
11:15 am Time with Bishop
12:15 pm Lunch
1 pm
Presentation III
2:30 pm Sending Prayer
The Leadership Support
Committee will meet after the
sending prayer.
Bishop Finegan will be available
for private appointments.

Ramada Inn

412 W. Washington St., Marquette, MI 49855
Spouses and families are welcome to attend this event, but childcare will not be provided. The Ramada Inn has a heated pool,
whirlpool, sauna and fitness room for the whole family to enjoy (subject to COVID-19 restrictions). The hotel is within walking
distance of beautiful downtown Marquette and has an onsite restaurant. Room amenities include: refrigerator, microwave, cable tv with 75 channels, free internet, coffee maker, iron & ironing board and hair dryer.

Registration Deadline

Monday, January 24, 2022

Registration is available on our website. If you prefer to mail in your registration, please fill out the form on the reverse side,
make checks payable to “Northern Great Lakes Synod” and mail with registration form to:
Northern Great Lakes Synod
1029 N. Third St., Suite A
Marquette, MI 49855

PROFESSIONAL LEADER’S RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM
Registration due to the Synod Office: Monday, January 24, 2022

Name:
Address:
Phone number:
Email address:
Roommate:
# of youth & ages:
Dietary needs:

Cost of Programs & Meals
Programs & meals ($85/adult)

$

Meals for ages 3 & under

Free

Meals for ages 4-12 ($35/youth)

$

+ Lodging ($65/adult based on double occupancy)
($130/adult based on single occupancy) $
= Total enclosed:

$
Costs subsidized by the fund for Leadership Support in the NGLS
Please make checks out to: Northern Great Lakes Synod

Please Choose Your Dinner
for Sunday Evening
Adult Dinner Options

# Needed

Chicken parmesan
Cajun salmon
Portabella Mushroom Quinoa
(gluten free & vegan)
Children’s Dinner Options
Macaroni & cheese

Chicken tenders

# Needed

Youth Update from Stefanie Ehle
Synod Youth Ministries Coordinator
Youth Leadership Summit
Three youth from the Northern Great Lakes Synod attended the ELCA’s Youth Leadership
Summit in Minneapolis, MN November 4-7. The Youth Leadership Summit is an annual
gathering for high school youth identified as leaders in the church. Through workshops,
speakers, and other hands-on activities, youth leaders are equipped and encouraged to
inspire their own synods, congregations, and communities to take action and spread God’s
love. We give thanks to God for Jack Bachand, Cassidy Crabb, and Sean Korpela for taking on
this leadership role and representing the NGLS in Minnesota! You can read more about their
experience on the flip side of this flyer.
2022 ELCA Youth Gathering
Plans for the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering continue to move forward with caution and
congregations should use their best judgement when deciding what will be best for their
youth right now. Registration will remain open through May 22 and the Gathering will take
place July 24-28 in Minneapolis, MN. Attendees from the NGLS will have the option to travel
together via bus transportation. Contact Stefanie Ehle, Synod Youth Coordinator, at
youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org to get connected with other Gathering attendees from our
synod or visit elca.org/YouthGathering for details about the Gathering.
Synod Youth Ministry Team
The Synod Youth Ministry Team has been meeting regularly to talk about ways to share
resources in youth and family ministry with congregations in our synod and plan activities for
youth to develop their faith and strengthen their relationship with God. David Nelson of Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Houghton serves as the new committee Chair. If you have
suggestions for youth events you would like to see in our synod or ideas of how to connect
with youth leaders, contact David (dannelso@mtu.edu) or Stefanie
(youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org).

ELCA Youth Leadership Summit 2021
written by Naomi Kauppi of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Ironwood, MI

ELCA Youth Leadership Summit 2021 participants

The ELCA held its Youth Leadership Summit 2021 from
November 4-7 at the Marriot City Center in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. I had the blessing and privilege of being the adult
companion to Jack Bachand of Faith Lutheran Church, Sault
Ste. Marie and Cassidy Crabb of Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Negaunee. They are the Northern Great Lakes Synod’s two
youth that were nominated to attend the Summit because of
their leadership potential. We joined about 110 other youth
and their adult companions from around the country for the
event. My son, Sean Korpela of St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Ironwood, was one of the twelve youth who planned and led
the Summit as part of the Youth Core Leadership Team.

The theme of the Youth Leadership Summit was “Relentless.” This theme was further broken down to
explore how God is Relentless in Action, Faith, Trust, Hope, and Love. We gathered as a large group
together for worship, music (with Music Mayhem, a Christian band from California), speakers, and meals.
We broke into small “family” groups of about 15 people each for deeper discussion and prayer. As adults,
we were invited to participate along with the youth, exploring our faith and vocations.
The speakers introduced us to many ELCA programs and projects directed to youth and young adults. They
focused on how the ELCA works in the worldwide forum through their programs like ELCA Advocacy and
Young Adult Global Mission. They encouraged the youth to continue their faith development through
campus ministry and ELCA colleges and universities. The participants also had the opportunity to tour
Augsburg University and learn about their programs in Theology and Public Leadership.
We were able to explore Minneapolis on a beautiful Saturday afternoon when we broke into our family
groups and took part in a downtown scavenger hunt. It felt like a necessary preview to the city before next
summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering.
The youth in our churches are not just the future of the church.
They are the church of now, so active in loving their
communities, friends, and church families. Whether they came
from rural towns or big cities, these youth are leaders and
participants in God’s Relentless Action and Love in the world,
having Relentless Trust, Hope, and Faith in God.
If you know of a 9th-11th grader who is a leader in your church
community, please encourage them to apply to be part of the
Youth Core Leadership Team. Applications are due in early
January 2022. Finally, do not forget to encourage and support the
youth who are interested in going to the ELCA Youth Gathering
July 24-28, 2022. This is a life-changing and life-enhancing
experience for many youth who may have dropped off of the
weekly church service, but find the Gathering to be very meaningful.

NGLS participants:
Cassidy Crabb, Sean Korpela and Jack Bachand

“Faithful Innovations”
Learning Communities of Jesus
For Laity, Pastors, Deacons and Licensed Lay Ministers
of the Northern Great Lakes Synod
“During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and
saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, we immediately
tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good
news to them.” ~Acts 16:9-10

Announcing the 3rd Cohort Group* of Faithful Innovations
•
•
•
•
•

online or in person training options
*9 congregations from our synod participated in previous cohort groups.
Helping people connect with God, each other, and their neighbors.
Dwelling in the Word and listening exercises.
Solid training in a cohort model with accountability and coaching support.
Affirming the role of lay people in our congregations.
Broadening your perspective beyond mere “maintenance.”

Training Schedule & Themes for Cohort #3:
1st Training via Zoom only
Saturday, January 22, 2022
“Tracing God’s Movement in our Lives and Neighborhoods”
11 am to 2:30 pm ET / 10 am to 1:30 pm CT (30-minute lunch break)
2nd Training via Zoom or in person at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp
Saturday, March 5, 2022
“Learning by Doing: Using Action Learning to Discover God’s Leading”
11 am to 4 pm ET / 10 am to 3 pm CT (60-minute lunch break)
3rd Training via Zoom or in person at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp
Saturday, May 21, 2022
“Sharing our Learning: Intentional Reflections on Our Actions”
11 am to 4 pm ET / 10 am to 3 pm CT (60-minute lunch break)

What’s a congregation’s commitment?
• A congregation has a “Guiding Team” of 4 to 7 lay people committing to 3 training
sessions and follow up assignments between trainings. The pastor or licensed lay
minister also attends the trainings.
• Cost for Training Sessions is only $50* per congregation which includes meals at
Fortune Lake and a copy of Dwight Zscheile’s book, The Agile Church (Dr. Zscheile was
keynote speaker at the May 2019 Synod Assembly).
*The actual full costs of these trainings are supported by a generous subsidy from an ELCA
Synod Vitality Grant and a Siebert Grant.
Register and pay by January 13, 2022. Contact Pastor Jim Duehring (906) 228-2300
To learn more about this learning process and to hear testimonials go to:
www.nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations

Thank you to the following donors for their generous
support of the work of Christ in and through our Synod.
Bishop’s Discretionary
Pastor Jim & Gisele Duehring
Companion Synod Support
Messiah, Marquette
St. Paul’s, Mass City
ELCA Disaster Funds
Bethany, Amasa
Prince of Peace, Eagle River
Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon Conference
Salem, Ironwood
Ascension, Minocqua
Mission United, Pelkie
Grace, Pembine
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner
Emanuel, Skandia
All Saints, Wakefield

Lutheran Social Services
Immanuel, Rhinelander
Emanuel, Skandia
Lutheran World Relief
Prince of Peace, Eagle River
Immanuel, Escanaba
Salem, Ironwood
St. Paul, Ironwood
Zion, Marinette
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Calvary, Rapid River
NGLS Clergy Debt Relief
Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon Conference
NGLS Endowment Fund
Salem, Ironwood

ELCA Youth Gathering
Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon Conference

NGLS Mission Outreach
Immanuel, Escanaba

Kemppainnen Scholarship Fund
Immanuel, Negaunee

NGLS Seminarian Support
Immanuel, Escanaba

Leadership Support in the NGLS
Bethel, Cedarville
First, Gladstone

Skogman Scholarship Fund
Dirk & Sue Manson
Bradley & Sheryl Skogman

Lutheran Campus Ministry
Grace, Gwinn
Trinity, Ishpeming
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo
Calvary, Rapid River

World Missionary Support
Immanuel, Escanaba
Grace, Pembine

