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LIGHT 
Northern Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod, 

 

I had the honor of installing Pastor Catherine 

Ford at Faith Lutheran Church in Three Lakes, 

WI on Sunday, January 9.  Not only was this a 

long-awaited event for Faith because they had 

been without a pastor for more than two years, 

but the event needed to be rescheduled  

because of weather.   

 

So it was with great joy that the congregation gathered, both 

online and a few in person, masked and spread out in the pews, to 

celebrate this new partnership of pastor and congregation. 

 

In the Northern Great Lakes Synod, we schedule our installations 

of new pastors in the afternoon so that neighboring clergy can also 

attend, offering their support and a visible reminder that the 

church is more than one congregation, so that as a whole synod we 

rejoice together.  The color of the day is always red in  

acknowledgement of the work of the Spirit that forged the new 

partnership and brought us all to this moment of celebration. 

 

And just after the Installation Rite is completed, I present the new 

pastor to the congregation.  When the applause has faded, I invite 

the pastoral leaders who are present to introduce themselves and 

offer a word of greeting. 

 

At the installation of Pastor Ford, her mentor, Pastor Kari Vadis, 

was the first to speak.  And into this moment still glowing warmly 

with good wishes and fresh from enthusiastic applause, Pastor  

Vadis recounts what was said at her installation.  To the newly 

installed Pastor Ford, she says, “Here is your congregation.”  And 

as everyone smiles, she adds, “They will disappoint you.  They 

will let you down.”   

 

I confess this is not what I was expecting.  I wondered where she 

was going with this.  It was like a bucket of cold water being 

dumped on the good feels and warm happiness of the moment.  

But then, she went on.  “Yes, they will disappoint you.  But love 

them anyway.  Forgive them, anyway.”  And then she added as 

she addressed the  

Shining with the Light of Christ  
in the Northern Great Lakes Synod 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the year of our Lord 2022 continues, we find our 

strength from the presence of Christ in each other.  

God gives us what we need for the challenges we 

face now, and the challenges ahead.  And together we 

move forward, one step at a time. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Bishop Katherine Finegan 

Transitions 
Vicar Melissa Salminen continues her contextual 
education ministry at First, Gladstone in  
February.  She remains an MDiv Collaborative 
Learning student at Wartburg Seminary.  
 

In January, Pastor Steve Gauger of Calvary,  
Rapid River, began serving as the Administrative 
Interim Pastor for First, Trenary and Faith, Rock.  
Also in January, Pastor Paul Heykes began serving 
as a ½ time Interim Pastor at Prince of Peace, Eagle 
River. 
 

We welcome Pastor Alex LaChapelle who has been 
called to serve Prince of Peace, Marquette.  Pastor 
Alex began his ministry on January 10 and an  
Installation service and time will be announced 
soon.  May God bless their ministry together!    
 
 

Prayers of Remembrance 
We pray that God will comfort and strengthen those 
who have recently experienced loss: 
 

The family of Rev. Paul E. Holmstrom, who passed 
to life eternal on January 4.  Rev. Bruce Thorsen 
and family at the death of his husband 
John Williams on January 5.  Rev.  
LaVonne Stephenson and family at the 
death of her father on January 12.   
 

May God’s peace surround all those who 
mourn.   
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congregation, “Here is 

your pastor.  She will let 

you down.  She will  

disappoint you.  Love 

her anyway.  Forgive 

her anyway.”   

 

I do not know who said 

this to Pastor Kari at her 

installation, but these 

wise words continue to 

resonate.   

 

The relationship of pastoral leader to congregation, 

and congregation to pastoral leader, indeed any  

relationship that we are in, cannot move forward 

without forgiveness and love.  And in our current 

times, this has never been more true. 

 

We have all suffered disappointments.  Between  

adaptations and adjustments, pandemic protocols and 

sickness, loss of traditions and loss of loved ones, we 

are weary.  And the reality is, we are not done with 

this yet.   

 

I believe congregations are well practiced now at 

making decisions together.  You know your context, 

your vaccination rate, and the rate of compliance 

when it comes to wearing a mask.  If I can provide 

any more clarity to what you already know, I offer 

this: 

• Continue, if possible, with an online worship 

option. 

• Stay home if you feel sick, even if you only 

have a cold. 

• Get vaccinated, if possible.  While it will not 

prevent a person from getting COVID-19, it 

will diminish the possibility of hospitalization 

and death. 

• Decide together if in-person worship is        

advisable, given vaccination rates in the       

 

congregation and the burden on the local 

healthcare system. 

• Continue to love and forgive each other, even 

as we are weary and disappointed.   
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“Churches are Changing—Sometimes for the Better” 
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted all aspects of our lives.  Our churches and our lives of faith most 
certainly have been affected.  One is tempted to view the pandemic as only having negative impacts.  There 
is no denying the death toll and ubiquitous stress are not positive outcomes.  But one can legitimately see 
the work of God in the midst of it all.  
 
Many Christian congregations (estimated at 175,000 congregations nationwide) have stepped up to “be the 
church” for not only their own people but for the larger community.  More than one half of American 
Christian congregations have started a new ministry or expanded an existing ministry during the pandemic.  
And, on average, these congregations have expanded three or more outreach activities.  One fifth of con-
gregations had ministries related to the pandemic—vaccine clinics, mask making, etc. 
 
Additional evidence of adaptability is shown by the survey result of now 86% of churches being willing to 
change to meet new challenges as opposed to only 73% just prior to the pandemic.  
 
The Hartford Institute for Religion Research summarized recent research by saying, “The level of new and 
intensified social outreach and community ministry undertaken by the nation’s churches is monumental.”  
 

• Do you see God at work in new and faithful ways in your       
congregation these last two years? 

• Is your congregation offering online streaming services? 
• Is your congregation now asking question about how to reach out 

to those folks who are viewing online worship services? 
• Did your congregation host a vaccine clinic? 
• Did your congregation engage in a study and reflection on      

systemic problems in our society? 
• Did your congregation host a food pantry or feeding program? 

 
It seems to me that when we are under great stress, we are naturally drawn to the deeper existential  
questions.  What is the purpose and meaning of my life?  And the parallel existential questions of Christian 
communities:  What is the purpose of my congregation?   
 
Most congregations in the ELCA worship on average 100 or fewer people a week.  Most congregations in 
all denominations tend to be rather small.  But small can be beautiful.  Small can be powerful.  Small can 
allow you to pivot more quickly.  Small can still be very significant.   
 
The metaphor of the “remnant” is part of the Old Testament narrative.  When the faith community was 
fractured and broken up because of many factors including disobedience as well as outside forces, a small 
and faithful remnant remained.  God wasn’t through bringing life out of death dealing situations.    
 
The prophet Ezekiel was asked by God in Ezekiel 37, “Shall these dry bones live?”  
 
You and your congregation might feel pretty stressed and dried up.  God is still God.  God is not through 
with us.  The Sovereign God has power to add sinew and life to bones that seem useless and dead.      
    
As one church member from our synod said, “We’re still here.”  
 
(Note:  Much of the information for this article was taken from a new report by the Hartford Institute for 
Religion Research, “Congregational Response to the Pandemic:  Extraordinary Social Outreach in a Time 
of Crisis” as cited in an online article by Adelle Banks in Ministry Watch, December 22, 2021.) 
 
Pastor Jim Duehring, Assistant to the Bishop/DEM 
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• How to handle terminations. 
• A volunteer application form template.  

• The steps that a congregation should take 
before hiring an employee. 

 

Found under the Financial link are: 
• Information on financial records  
 management. 

• Accepting restricted gifts. 
• Financial best practices for congregations. 
• A sample ethics policy. 

 
Under the miscellaneous link there are guidance 
documents about: 

• Amending constitutions. 
• Copyright issues. 
• Legal checklist for congregations. 
• A sample congregation internet and  

 computer use policy. 
 
There are additional documents under the links 

listed above and under other resource links on the 
ELCA website about Property, Sexual Misconduct, 
and Tax.  Since knowledge on avoiding potential 

legal pitfalls should be a must for all congregations, 
congregation leaders are encouraged to review what 
is available at the website. 

 

Fiscal Year End Reminders 
As the Synod fiscal year comes to a close, please 
note several important dates and documents that 
need to be sent to the Synod Office from each  
congregation: 

• Statements of Intent 
• February 11, 2022 
 Last day for checks to arrive in the Synod  
 Office so that January 2022 giving can be  
 credited to the Synod fiscal year. 
• Congregation Treasurers 
 Please be sure to note the month on your 

remittance form so that giving can be 
properly credited. 
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ELCA Legal Support for 
Congregations 

written by Chuck Thomas, NGLS  
Vice President 

While the first amendment to the US Constitution 
requires the separation of Church and State, we, the 
Church, must still exist within the everyday legal 

structures of our worldly secular life.  Do you know 
how legal support works within the ELCA?  And 

do you know what resources are 

available through the ELCA to  
assist congregations in navigating 
societal legalities?  Some of what I 

learned about ELCA legal resources 
at an October workshop for synod 
Vice Presidents is presented in this 
article. 

 

The ELCA Churchwide legal staff will directly aid 
synods for issues of misconduct and discipline,  

disputes in polity and constitution interpretation, 
and for group rulings.  Synods are expected to have 
their own attorney for employment and human  

resources issues, contractual matters, property and 
real estate issues, and other ordinary governance 
problems.  Congregations are also expected to have 
their own legal representative for the same things as 

the synod.  ELCA Churchwide does not directly  
represent individual pastors or congregations in  
legal matters. 
 

While ELCA Churchwide will not represent  
congregations directly, 

they do provide a 
plethora of helpful  
resources for  

congregations to  
utilize.  The links to 
the resources can be 
found on the ELCA 

website at  
https://www.elca.org/Resources/Legal.  While there 
are too may resources available to list them all, a 

few examples are presented here. 
 
Included in the many documents available under 

the Employees/Volunteers link are: 
• Guidance documents on employment laws. 
• Guidance about background checks. 

https://www.elca.org/Resources/Legal
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Synod Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

2 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 

8 Active Leaders, Deacons & LLMs Check-In, 
 2 pm ET via Zoom 

10 Endowment Fund Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 
 ET via Zoom 

16 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 

24 Council Leadership Workshop Series, 7 pm 
 ET via Zoom 

27 Flip Side Stewardship Event, 3 pm ET at 
 Messiah, Marquette 

27-28 Professional Leader’s Retreat, Ramada Inn 
 in Marquette 

 

 

 

 

1 NGLS Staff Meeting, 1:30 pm ET 

3-7 Bishop Finegan attending the Council of 
 Bishops 

5 Faithful Innovations Training at FLLC and 
 via Zoom 

6 Conference 6 Meeting, 4-6 pm ET at Zion, 
 Manistique 

8 Active Leaders, Deacons & LLMs Check-In, 
 2 pm ET via Zoom 

9 Executive Committee Meeting, 12 pm ET 
via  Zoom 

16 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET  

17 Lutheran Campus Ministry Meeting, 11 am 
 ET via Zoom   

18-19 Synod Council 

30 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 

Disappointment & Opportunity 

Announcing a Hybrid  
Synod Assembly for 2022! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Synod Council has voted in support of a  
hybrid Synod Assembly for 2022.  Much as we 
would all like to gather together at Finlandia, 
which has been the plan since 2019, the  
uncertainties of the future spurred the council to 
consider other options.  While disappointed in yet 
another change, this move presents the synod with 
new opportunities.   
 
The vision of a hybrid assembly includes the  
following: 

• Each conference designates a host church 
that has a large space and screen/technology/
wifi capacity. 

• Voting members from that conference meet 
in person at that church on Saturday May 14. 

• Coffee, snacks and lunch will be served. 
• Each conference’s host church will be      

connected to a Synod “base of operations” 
and to each other through Zoom. 

• Each voting member needs to have a smart 
phone, tablet, or laptop in order to vote     
electronically. 

• The Synod Assembly planning team, along 
with Synod staff and conference leaders, will 
strategize all the necessary details of food, 
technology, host church duties, voting,     
worship, voting member engagement, and 
more. 

• Like last year, workshops will be online the 
week prior to assembly and open to all. 

 
By meeting in host churches, we can still be in  
person, but not in such a large group.  We save on 

travel and hotel costs and still get our work done.  
And should circumstances require it, we can more 
easily pivot to an online only assembly.  Watch for 

more information as it becomes available. 
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Answer the Call 
 St. James, Rudyard  
 
Companion Synod Support 
 Gloria Dei, Hancock 
 Grace, Pembine  
 
ELCA Disaster Funds 
 Bethany, Amasa 
 Pioneer Lake, Conover 
 Prince of Peace, Eagle River 
 First, Ewen 
 Ascension, Minocqua 
 Mission United, Pelkie  
 Grace, Pembine 
 
ELCA Good Gifts 
 Mission United, Pelkie 
 
ELCA Youth Gathering 
 Larry Pagel 
 
Equipping the Saints  
 Emmanuel, Menominee 
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 Grace, Gwinn 
 Bethel, Ishpeming 
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 
 Calvary, Rapid River 
 
 

Lutheran Social Services 
 Prince of Peace, Eagle River 
 Phyllis Krueger  
 
Lutheran World Relief 
 Prince of Peace, Eagle River
 Prince of Peace, Marquette 
 Calvary, Rapid River 
 
Native American Sunday 
 Rev. Tammy Barthels 
 Donavon & Nancy Diehm 
 Alvin & Sharon Etelamaki 
 Larry & Chris Warren  
 
NGLS Clergy Debt Relief 
 Bethlehem, Florence 
 
NGLS Endowment Fund 
 Marlene Broemer 
 Bethlehem, Florence 
 
NGLS Mission Support 
 Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn 
 Weston 
 
NGLS Seminarian Support 
 Bethel, Ishpeming 
 Trinity, Ishpeming 
 Zion, St. Ignace 
 All Saints WELCA, Wakefield 
 
 

Prison Ministries 
 Bethel, Ishpeming 
 
Skogman Scholarship Fund  
 Dirk & Sue Manson 
 Rev. Leslie Niemi 
 
Skrenes Fund for Ministry 
 Rev. Jim & Gisele Duehring 
 Larry Pagel 
 Mike Strahan 
 
Tanzania Projects 
 Bethel, Ishpeming 
 Rev. Bob & Deloris Langseth  
 Karl Langseth 
 St. Paul, Mass City 
 Barbara & Gerald Ojibway 
 Trinity WELCA, Rhinelander 
 
Website Development 
 Larry Pagel 
  
World Missionary Support 
 Bethel, Ishpeming 
 Messiah, Marquette 
 Grace, Pembine 

Thank you to the following donors for their generous  
support of the work of Christ in and through our Synod. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 

Our Savior’s, Marinette—Katy Tomlanovich, Student 

Community, Palmer & Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM 

Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde 

Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM 

All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Kay Richter 

St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Lamb 

First, Iron River—Lance Crevier, Student 

Christ the King, Escanaba—Lon Hider, Student 

Faith, Rock & First, Trenary—Rev. Steve Gauger 

Bethany, Ishpeming—Rev. Bruce Thorsen 

Bethel, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston 

Faith & Trinity, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston 

Eden, Munising—Rev. Tommy Richter 

Prince of Peace, Eagle River—Rev. Paul Heykes 

As of 12/31 2020 2021 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 796,322 774,999 -21,323 -2.7% 

Amount Received 801,827 

 

803,131 +1,304 +.1% 

Designated Gifts 166,487 148,729 -17,758 -10.7% 
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“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,  
coming down from the Father of lights…” James 1:17 

 

Thank you to all our congregations for the outpouring of generosity in 2021!  Despite the challenges of the 
pandemic, mission support gifts increased over 2020, and were 103% of pledges for 2021.  Designated gifts 
decreased as we encouraged congregations to send their non-synod ministry gifts directly to the organization 
they were supporting. 
 

Over and over in the Bible we hear of God’s steadfast and enduring love.  God, the Father of light, walks 
with us in all seasons of life.  Our trust, as evidenced in your generous acts of giving in 2021, is in God’s 
promise to provide for all our needs.  May our mission remain joyfully strong in 2022! 

 - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 



    

 
 

1029 N. Third Street, Suite A 
Marquette, MI  49855 

Phone:  (906) 228-2300 
Fax:  (906) 228-2527 

Email:  ngls@nglsynod.org 

Northern Great Lakes Synod 

Mail Label 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Marquette, MI 49855 

Permit No. 22 

Prayfaithfully  
 

NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule 
February & March 2022 

January 30-February 5 Pastor Dave Van Kley 

February 6-12 Jon & Sharon Babbitt, LLM’s 

February 13-19 Pastor Elisabeth Daniels 

February 20-26 Pastor  Bruce Thorsen 

February 27-March 5 Pastor Mike Markwell 

March 6-12 Pauline Kiltinen 

March 13-19 Pastor Julie Belew 

March 20-26 Dave Mason 

March 27-April 2 Christine Ebert 

Synod Website: 
www.nglsynod.org 

 
Find us on Facebook & YouTube 
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fclover-clip-art-FourLeafClover2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fclipart_images%2Ffour-leaf-clover-clipart-1668636&docid=go3nTYNYChXtjM&tbnid=OgRbens7kqeJ4M%3A&v


A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 

A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 

 

           Prayer Calendar – February 2022 
 

1 Pray for all our African American brothers and sisters as they celebrate their heritage 
during African American History Month. 

2 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today at our Synod Office in Marquette.  May 
they be blessed by God in all they do and lead us as we spread God’s blessings 
throughout our Synod, nation, and world. 

3 Pray for pastors and licensed lay ministers who celebrate birthdays this 
month: Bob Langseth (2/03), Doug Norquist (2/10), Craig Mansur (2/12), Doug 
Schoen (2/14), Don Ludemann (2/14), Steve Weston (2/14), & Michael Holman (2/14). 

4 Pray for animal shelters and their staff as they keep animals safe, healthy and 
warm, and prepare them for their forever families. 

5 

Pray for the poor in our neighborhoods and communities.  Those who shiver in 
the cold outside because they are homeless or inside because they cannot afford to heat 
their homes, those who have to choose between food and medication, those who make 
terrible choices between necessities because they cannot afford all that they need. 

6 Pray for deacons and pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their 
ordination this month:  Lori Ward (2/7), Steven Solberg (2/12), and Chrys Hendrick 
(2/14). 

7 Pray for the members of Christ Lutheran Church, Millersville, MD; Christ 
Lutheran Church, Upperco, MD; Christus Victor Lutheran Church, 
Baltimore, MD; & Church on the Square (Canton Mission), Baltimore, MD. 

8 Pray for all who participate in text studies as they preach the Good News in 
congregations, schools, care facilities, and other settings around our Synod. 

9 Pray for God’s love to be shared between and among our neighbors in our 
close communities, our states, our country and our world. 

10 Pray for our Synod Endowment Fund Committee as they meet today to manage 
the endowment funds and further our mission and ministry in God’s name. 

11 Pray for homeless shelters and food pantries as they care for those in need. 

12 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Brenda Greenwald (2/16), 
Andrew Plocher (2/17), Christine Thomas-Echelbarger (2/22), Les Niemi (2/25), and 
Wally Leno (2/27). 

13 As so many prepare for their feast on Super Bowl Sunday, pray that we will all be 
generous in our giving for Souper Bowl offerings and our support of local, national, and 
global hunger programs. 

14 On this Valentine’s Day, pray for all couples that their love will grow.  Pray also for 
those who are lonely, alone, and/or missing loved ones, that they will find 
comfort and companionship. 

15 Pray for artists who share their wonders with the world – that we may all see 
God’s creative ways reflected in their gifts shared with us. 

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


16 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today at our Synod Office in Marquette.  May 
they be blessed by God in all they do and lead us as we spread God’s blessings 
throughout our Synod, nation, and world. 

17 Pray for worship leaders, musicians, and ministry techs as they continue to 
adapt to the needs of congregation members and adapt worship to the changing times 
around us. 

18 Pray for the members of Community of St. Dysmas, Baltimore, MD; 
Community Lutheran Church (Omar), Frankford, DE; Conococheague 
Parish, Clear Spring, MD; and Divinity Lutheran Church, Towson, MD. 

19 Pray for all our ELCA Seminaries and for all the seminary students. This 
month we lift up in prayer Jen Elsenbroek from our synod. 

20 On this World Day for Social Justice, pray for all who have suffered injustice and 
oppression due to their identity, pray also for all who are advocates for those who have 
suffered at the hands of others, and for those who work to change our social systems and 
government programs. 

21 On this Presidents’ Day, pray for our current president Joe Biden.  Pray that he 
will lead our nation with compassion for all and will work for equity and justice in our 
nation and in our world. Pray also for Vice President Kamala Harris as she works 
with the president and other elected national leaders. 

22 Pray for the members of Mtoni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and 
their NGLS mission partner Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Marquette. 

23 Pray for all those enjoying the outdoor winter activities that make our Synod 
such a beautiful and special place to be even when it’s cold outside. 

24 Pray for our Congregation Council Leaders, and especially Vice President Chuck 
Thomas, as he leads them in their Leadership Workshop Series. 

25 Pray for all those families and children who are not getting enough to eat.  
Raise up congregations and local programs to help them understand proper nutrition 
and provide them with nutritious meals. 

26 Pray for all those families and individuals dealing with any of the various 
types of mental illness.  Pray also that all levels of government will provide resources 
to keep patients safe and provide effective treatment for them. 

27 Pray for all the Rostered Leaders in our Synod, especially those attending the 
Professional Leaders Event today and tomorrow.  Pray also for the Rev. Dr. Leah Schade 
as she travels and leads them in their time of study and fellowship. 

Pray for those attending the Flip-Side Stewardship Event today. 

28 Pray for our Synod Leadership Support Committee as they meet today and 
discern how to support our Rostered Leaders in their varied ministries. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 
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Prayer Calendar – March 2022 
 

1 Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today at our Synod Office in Marquette.  May 
they be blessed by God in all they do and lead us as we spread God’s blessings 
throughout our Synod, nation, and world. 

2 Pray a prayer of repentance for yourself and lift up all Christians as we reflect 
on our journey to the cross.  May this Lenten pilgrimage help us to grow in 
our faith and our ability to live out God’s abiding love in our lives. 

3 Pray for our pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Julie Belew (3/03), 
Tom Otis (3/09), Sarah Semmler Smith (3/12), and Dennis Meyette (3/15). 

4 Pray for our pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this 
month: Brahm Semmler Smith (3/13), Sarah Semmler Smith (3/13), and Christina 
Forsythe (3/19). 

5 Pray for all those participating in the Faithful Innovations Training at 
Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp today. 

6 Pray for all who lead or participate in mid-week Lenten worships and other 
activities – that this journey leads them to greater faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7 Pray for pray-ers … all those who participate in prayer chains and prayer circles, who 
write devotions and read devotions, and who lift up others with their prayers. 

8 Pray for all our ELCA Seminaries and for all the seminary students.  This 
month we especially lift up in prayer Pat Kempf from our synod. 

9 Pray for all those in nursing homes, long-term care facilities, or who are 
home bound and for those who offer them care and assistance. 

10 Pray for all individuals and congregations who are searching for ways to 
bring Jesus into the lives of the unchurched in their communities, that the Holy 
Spirit will enlighten and empower them in all that they do. 

11 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed, that they find resources to keep 
themselves and their families warm and well-fed. 

12 Pray for our pastors who celebrate their birthdays this month: Doug Buck 
(3/24), Allan Johnson (3/25) and Scott Ehle (3/25). 

13 Pray for all medical professionals who work tirelessly to care for people who 
are ill and suffering. May they remain strong and safe as they serve their 
communities and may we support them with our own actions and activities and words. 

14 Pray for victims of bullying and violence, whether that is physical, emotional, or 
verbal in nature.  Pray for enlightenment of the bullies that they may truly see and 
understand the harm they are inflicting and change their ways. 

15 Pray for the members of Elias Lutheran Church, Emmitsburg, MD; Emmanuel 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD; Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 
Baltimore, MD; and Epiphany Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD. 
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16 For all who are tired of winter and long for green, growing things and the smells of 
springtime. 

17 Pray for our pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this 
month: Soren Schmidt (3/20), and Rita Chirala (3/21). 

18 Pray for our Synod Council as they meet today and tomorrow to complete plans for 
our Synod Assembly and to guide other ministries within our synod and in cooperation 
with our partners in the ELCA. 

19 Pray for Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, the year-round staff, especially 
Director Amanda Rasner, and all the summer staff who will be serving this 
year. 

20 Pray for police, firefighters, rescue workers, and EMTs who often have to risk 
their lives to keep the rest of us safe.  May they have all of the support and equipment 
they need for their safety and their work. 

21 Pray for all who are addicted to drugs or alcohol.  May they find hope and help to 
overcome their dependency. 

22 On this World Water Day, pray for sustainable sources of clean drinking water 
for all people. 

23 Pray for congregations in transition, especially All Saints Lutheran Church 
(Wakefield) and Sharon Lutheran Church (Bessemer) and their Interim Pastor Kay 
Richter. 

24 Pray for Kijichi Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and their NGLS 
mission partner First Lutheran Church, Gladstone. 

25 Pray for all students who are learning to read and the teachers and librarians 
who work diligently to promote reading skills, and perhaps take a moment to 
write a prayer and read it with a young person in your life. 

26 Pray for all women, men, and children who are victims of domestic violence 
and abuse.  May they receive the help they need to leave their abusive relationships 
and break the pattern of violence. 

27 Pray for all those who have suffered losses from natural disasters and disasters 
brought on by human hands; and for Lutheran Disaster Response teams as they 
respond to those in need. 

28 Pray for all who have been displaced from their homes due to conflict, disaster, 
famine, or war; and for Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service as they assist 
those who are seeking a new home. 

29 Pray for the members of Epiphany Lutheran Church, Ellicott City, MD; 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Frederick, MD; Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Woodsboro, MD; and Faith Lutheran Church, Cockeysville, MD. 

30 Pray for those with macular degeneration and visual impairments, keep them 
safe and provide them with treatments and caregivers to help them navigate in the midst 
of a sight-biased world. 

31 Pray for all the Christian men and women across our synod who give their time, 
energy, and resources to their congregations, the NGLS, and charitable organizations 
everywhere. 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 



Upcoming Events at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disconnect to Reconnect: Jr/Sr High Retreat (Grades 7-12), February 4-5 
• http://fortunelake.org/event/disconnect-to-reconnect-junior-senior-high-retreat/ 

• A great opportunity for kids to have some intentional time away from their phones to reconnect with 

both the Word of God and with the people around them. Attendees will have fun playing outdoors, 

spend time learning in Bible Study, and spend time with new and old friends. Registration closes 

January 28th. 

 

Nurturing Wholeness: Young Adult Retreat (Ages 18-26), February 11-13 
• http://fortunelake.org/event/nurturing-wholeness-young-adult-retreat/ 

• The weekend is designed to help young adults discover and foster the wholeness that already exists 

within them. There will be yoga classes, self-care workshops, and opportunity to discuss scripture 

with a group of peers. Registration closes January 31st. 

• This retreat is being offered in conjunction with Lutheran Campus Ministry of Finlandia University, 

Northern Michigan University, and Michigan Technological University. Limited scholarships are 

available, bringing down the cost to just $20 per person (a savings of $120!). Contact your campus 

pastor at the above universities, or email Amanda at campdirector@fortunelake.org for more 

information. 

 

Building on Faith: Youth Retreat (Grades 3-6), February 25-26 
• http://fortunelake.org/event/building-on-faith-youth-retreat/ 

• This exciting retreat features a building theme, including snow fort building, group building 

challenges, and the faith building that will occur during Bible Study. Kids will have the opportunity 

to play in the snow, make friends, and sing favorite camp songs around a campfire. Registration 

closes February 17th.  

 

Summer Camp 2022 Registration is OPEN!!! 
• http://fortunelake.org/summer-camp/ 

• This summer brings back classic youth camp programs: Mighty Ones, Minis, Villager, Vagabonds, 

Venturers, and High School Week. Intergenerational Camps allow families of all types to come to 

camp together. Additionally, specialty programs like Art Camp and Night Owls make a return. We 

are especially excited to welcome back Victory Camp for adults with developmental disabilities. 

And new this year: LEGO Camp and Musical Theatre Week! Programs are filling quickly, so don't 

wait to register! 

• We are still mindful of Covid and will continue to respond appropriately by leaning into our cabin 

groups and beautiful outdoor space and implementing best practices for mitigation. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__fortunelake.org_event_disconnect-2Dto-2Dreconnect-2Djunior-2Dsenior-2Dhigh-2Dretreat_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=L4gbz5L6Awc1cwGWYUMPp6_7uOQEGCOFETZdx_egU6Q&m=x5b9uivskveKFiCDz3qIRekiOAUP6RDRQlBUYp6A4Zs&s=LozPq49nZXZweA_pgJNUOSROHLRA0BPlvFRmSRhYWiM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__fortunelake.org_event_nurturing-2Dwholeness-2Dyoung-2Dadult-2Dretreat_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=L4gbz5L6Awc1cwGWYUMPp6_7uOQEGCOFETZdx_egU6Q&m=x5b9uivskveKFiCDz3qIRekiOAUP6RDRQlBUYp6A4Zs&s=lo2GKBLEGKDfZnEbZ7YJgWPGfn8QRuFnYb_bySz88wE&e=
mailto:campdirector@fortunelake.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__fortunelake.org_event_building-2Don-2Dfaith-2Dyouth-2Dretreat_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=L4gbz5L6Awc1cwGWYUMPp6_7uOQEGCOFETZdx_egU6Q&m=x5b9uivskveKFiCDz3qIRekiOAUP6RDRQlBUYp6A4Zs&s=sLXZzrvzKJkoHLs1eL0UQq_qB95A2rIMpNtOGok9mdE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__fortunelake.org_summer-2Dcamp_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=L4gbz5L6Awc1cwGWYUMPp6_7uOQEGCOFETZdx_egU6Q&m=x5b9uivskveKFiCDz3qIRekiOAUP6RDRQlBUYp6A4Zs&s=oFIeZ9Uwvy1a1uo0yZdzjiEHhpmzosuPAE02P3ZHZdk&e=


Synod Youth Ministry Update  

from Stefanie Ehle, Synod Youth Ministries Coordinator 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2022 ELCA Youth Gathering Update 

Attendees from seven congregations across the Northern Great Lakes Synod are currently 

signed up to experience the ELCA Youth Gathering July 24-28 in Minneapolis, MN.  

Registration will remain open through May 22.  At this time, all attendees must provide proof 

of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test to participate in the Gathering.  Covid protocols are 

subject to change and Gathering leadership will continue to follow public health guidance.  
Attendees from the NGLS will have the option to travel together via bus transportation.  

Contact Stefanie Ehle, Synod Youth Coordinator, at youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org to get 

connected with other Gathering attendees from our synod or visit 
http://elca.org/YouthGathering for details about the Gathering. 

 

 
Synod Youth Ministry Team 

The Synod Youth Ministry Team continues to meet regularly to talk about ways to share 

resources in youth and family ministry with congregations in our synod and plan activities for 

youth to develop their faith and strengthen their relationship with God.  David Nelson, of 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Houghton, serves as the new committee chair and has 

been meeting with Conference groups and pastors, as his schedule allows.  COVID-19 

pending, we hope to begin implementing regional faith formation events for youth in the fall 
of 2022.  If you have suggestions for youth activities you would like to see in our synod or 

ideas of how to connect with Youth Leaders, contact David (dannelso@mtu.edu) or Stefanie 

(youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org). 
 
 

Stay Connected! 

Stefanie is in the process of contacting each congregation in our synod to make  

sure contact information is up to date regarding Sunday School and Youth  
Leaders in our synod.  You can also stay connected with us on: 

 

Instagram (nglsyouth)  
 

 

Facebook (Northern Great Lakes Synod Youth Information/Events) 
   

mailto:youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org
http://elca.org/YouthGathering
mailto:dannelso@mtu.edu
mailto:youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org
https://www.instagram.com/nglsyouth/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/354157674979807
https://instagram.com/nglsyouth
https://www.facebook.com/groups/354157674979807/?ref=pages_profile_groups_tab&source_id=576809115668899


Stewardship’s Flip-Side: 

Recognizing and Removing Obstacles to Generosity 
 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Richard Wehrs 
ELCA Regional Manager for MIF (Mission Investment Fund)  

 

Sunday, February 27, 2022 

3-5 pm Eastern Time 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
305 W. Magnetic St.  
Marquette, MI 49855 

 
Cost:  FREE and open to everyone! 

 

Rostered Leaders and Congregational Stewardship Teams  
are encouraged to attend! 

  

Event Description 

Too often our church stewardship is focused solely on the church member’s obligation to give 

and fails to recognize the church’s obligations to its donor base.  This workshop will focus on 

the 12 “donor confidence” factors, which can either bolster or undermine your congregation’s 

stewardship efforts.  Learn what you can do throughout the year to reduce the gap between 

your contributors’ financial capacity and their financial will by learning from the non-profit 

fundraising industry. 

 

Presenter Information 

Pastor Richard Wehrs is our Regional Manager for the ELCA Mission Investment Fund, working 

with 13 synods in the states of Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and Kentucky.  He 

brings to this position extensive experience as a consultant in church stewardship, fundraising, 

building projects and strategic planning, having worked with scores of congregations around 

the country over the last 16 years.   

 

Registration   

Pre-registration is needed. Call or email Pastor Jim Duehring (906) 228-2300 or 

jduehring@nglsynod.org. 

mailto:jduehring@nglsynod.org

