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Northern
LIGHT

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
I remember my first time going to Bible camp,
where the youth of the church and their friends
gather for a week of fun, fellowship, learning,
and more.
As often happens at Bible camp, the campers
were led through a series of team building
exercises, one of which was “The Trust Fall.”
I would guess many of you have participated
in this exercise and even as you read this, you’re remembering
your own experience. Did they catch you? Did you fall to the
ground? Did you drop anybody?
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For those of you unfamiliar with “The Trust Fall,” I give you the
following description. Imagine you are standing on the very edge
of a picnic table, with just enough of your toes on one end to keep
you standing on the table and your heels hanging off the edge.
You have been instructed that at the moment when you fall back
that you are to cross your arms over your chest to keep from
flailing wildly and accidently whacking someone in the face or
taking out a fellow camper’s eye. Your heart begins to race as you
watch your fellow campers below the table arrange themselves in
two lines. They stand facing each other starting from the edge of
that picnic table. Their arms are outstretched in a pattern that
alternates elbows and wrists, left and right, from each side of
the line.
You look down at them at what seems like a very flimsy zippered
net of skinny middle school arms. Sure, there’s the camp
counselor, but that person is not particularly positioned to catch
you. Your fellow campers are supposed to catch you…with their
scrawny pre-pubescent arms they’re supposed to catch you. These
fellow middle school campers look up at you, and you can see that
they’re not so sure about this either. The full magnitude of this
action settles into your gut as you realize what this all means, that
you’re supposed to fall backwards from the discomfiting four-foot
height of the picnic table into this bony net of weak, angular wrists
and elbows, mere ulnas and radiuses, that you’re quite sure will
snap and break like dry twigs when your body slams into them.
You have never witnessed a trust fall, and you’re pretty sure that
you’re going to get hurt somehow. But the camp counselor
assures you that all will be well. You consider stepping off that
picnic table, but everyone is looking at you, and you don’t want to
be considered a coward. So you steel yourself, cross your arms
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over your chest, and with grim resolve, face forward.
You hear your counselor say, “Ready?” and you
reply with a conviction you don’t feel, “Ready!”
Fall away!
And through an act of will you let your body fall
backward. But really, more accurately, you let go of
what’s keeping you upright, you let go of fear and
apprehension, you let go of all the reasons not to let
go. You let your body fall….and you trust that
scrawny net of bony pre-pubescent arms to catch you
even as you brace yourself for a spine jarring impact
on your tail bone. For a brief, shining, moment, you
are airborne. You are in flight. You are weightless,
until you feel those scrawny arms catch you,
surprising in their strength, their resolve, to care for
you, to keep you safe, and not let you hit the ground.

us, alone, cannot provide the needed support, but all
of us together, with combined strength and resolve,
can work well together, no matter how ill-equipped
we might seem. We have Christ’s own assurance,
that even though we cannot see the presence of God,
God is with us.
Ultimately, in faith, we trust that God will catch us.
In faith, we trust that together, we have what it takes
to care for each other and keep each other safe. In
faith, we are stronger than we know and braver than
we feel. In faith, we have received the promise of
God’s abiding presence.
We may not ever feel ready, and yet, in faith, by the
grace of God, we are blessed to “fall away” and feel
the love of God in the many arms of the community
of faith that seek to catch us.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

Prayers of Remembrance

And you are amazed! Euphoric! The adrenaline of
that brief act of courage hits you like a wave of joy.
You are so relieved…and surprised! Who knew
scrawny pre-pubescent arms could work so well
together? To catch even a body in free fall? Who
knew?
In Hebrews 11:1 we read, “Now faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen.”
For the past two years, in many ways, we have been
in freefall…this untethered descent into the space of
the unknown, uncertain of our landing, unsure of the
damages and unclear how much we can depend on
those we need to depend on.
No, the pandemic is not over. No, we have not yet
“landed.” Yet, God gives us instructions through
Jesus the Christ as to how we should line up in order
to provide safety for ourselves and others. One of

We pray that God will comfort and
strengthen those who have recently
experienced loss:
Rev. Renee’ MacLeod at the unexpected
death of her sister-in-law in February.
Rev. Lauri Maki at the death of his mother in
February and his wife Lois on March 6.
May God’s peace surround all those who mourn.

Save the Date

Retired clergy and spouses and clergy
widows are invited to join Bishop
Katherine, Pastor Jim, Betsy and
Heather for lunch, a short program and
fellowship at Fortune Lake Lutheran
Camp this summer!
Thursday, August 18, 2022
12 pm ET / 11 am CT
Please RSVP by Monday, August
1, 2022 and let us know of any
food allergies. Call the Synod
Office at (906) 228-2300 or email
Heather at hoysti@nglsynod.org.
We hope to see you there!
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“Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand. I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.”
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand,” ELW #773
The theme for our 2022 Synod Assembly is “faith.” Faith is the bedrock that sustains us
in times of trouble and weariness. Faith allows us to take the next step even when we’ve
fallen many times. Faith is what brings texture and meaning to our lives. Faith gives us
a compass for venturing out of our comfort zones so that others might know of Jesus and
his way of justice, mercy, and love. Faith trusts in a God that cannot be seen, so that we
might love those we can see. Faith trusts a God that can save sinners like me.
Here are 20 “faith” passages from our scriptures that I invite you to receive in faith for the strengthening of
your faith (all from the NRSV translation):
1. Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods
that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:14)
2. He charged them: “This is how you shall act: in the fear of the Lord, in faithfulness, and with your
whole heart.” (2 Chronicles 19:9)
3. Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. (Psalm 31:5)
4. Therefore, when the Lord heard, he was full of rage; a fire was kindled against Jacob, his anger
mounted against Israel, because they had no faith in God, and did not trust his saving power.
Yet he commanded the skies above, and opened the doors of heaven. (Psalm 78:21-23)
5. I kept my faith, even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.” (Psalm 116:10)
6. Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, who made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for
the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. (Psalm 146:5-7)
7. Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did
you doubt? (Matthew 14:31)
8. Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.” (Mark 11:22)
9. The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem,
and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7)
10. For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith
for faith; as it is written, “The one who is righteous will live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)
11. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. (Romans
3:28)
12. Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
(Romans 5:1)
13. So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. (Romans
10:17)
14. For we walk by faith, not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7)
15. And it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)
16. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God. (Ephesians 2:8)
17. Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love,
in faith, in purity. (I Timothy 4:12)
18. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for
which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. (I Timothy 6:12)
19. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1)
20. So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. (James 2:17)
Pastor Jim Duehring, Assistant to the Bishop/DEM
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Robert’s Rules for
Constructive Meetings
written by Chuck Thomas, NGLS
Vice President

If you ever took part in a congregation meeting or
were a member of a council or board, chances are
you have experienced Robert’s Rules of Order.
How did the rules come to be and why do we
follow them? This article presents brief answers to
both questions.
Robert’s Rules of Order were created by Army
Brigadier General Henry Martyn Robert, a West
Point graduate and an
engineering officer in the
regular army. In his time,
all over the country there
were differing ideas and
rules for parliamentary
procedures. Meetings
often degenerated into
disorder. Without warning
General Robert was asked
to preside over a public
meeting being held at a
church in his Massachusetts
community. Even though he realized he was
unprepared to conduct such a meeting, he tried
anyway. The meeting turned chaotic and became
the initial push leading him to write and publish
Robert’s Rules of Order: Pocket Manual of Rules
of Order for Deliberative Assemblies in 1876.
There have been 12 editions of this manual with the
latest revision published in 2020.
Most, if not all the constitutions of the
congregations of the Northern Great Lakes Synod
include a provision in Chapter 10 stating that
Robert’s Rules of Order, latest edition, shall govern
all congregation meetings. While this provision
means congregation meetings must adhere to
Robert’s Rules, councils and boards are not
necessarily strictly bound by the provision.
Regardless, councils and boards typically follow
similar procedures to ensure orderly meetings.
Robert’s Rules of Order cover many procedural
possibilities. Here are a few key rules or
procedures every council or board should consider
following when conducting business.

•
•
•

•
•

•

•

Formally call a meeting to order.
Appoint someone to record the minutes of the
meeting.
Formally approve the agenda for the meeting
and do not deviate from it. This keeps
discussions on topic and minimizes wasted
time.
Approve the minutes of the last meeting.
Hear reports from officers and
subcommittees of the group. If there are
action items associated with any of the
reports, those should be considered under
New Business.
Action items should be presented in the form
of a motion. No discussion should start until
the motion has been formally made and
seconded. Each person wanting to speak
about a motion must first be recognized by the
Chairperson (Chair). The Chair may
designate a time limit for each speaker. And
the Chair should not let any single person
dominate the debate and should allow equal
time for speakers from both sides of an issue.
Once it appears that all have had their say
without excessive repetition occurring, the
Chair should call for a vote.
It is important for the Chair to insist on
decorum by everyone during debate.

There are many more detailed parts of Robert’s
Rules, that while not always needed, can be helpful
to follow. Some of those additional topics will be
discussed in a future newsletter article.

Youth & Advocacy

The Northern Great Lakes Synod is co-hosting a
Youth Advocacy Listening Session for high school
students on Sunday, April 3 to share their voice and
learn how to respond in faith to injustice in the
world. A follow up virtual Advocacy Gathering will
take place on May 1. Check the Lutheran Office for
Public Policy website for more details:
https://www.loppw.org/resources/youth-advocacy/
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ELCA Young Adult
Ministry
ELCA Young Adult Ministry is proud
to announce that they are starting
quarterly Young Adult Synod
Network meetings in May! The group
is super excited to gather everyone for
updates, feedback, brainstorming,
networking, and general fellowship with each
other. The first meeting will take place on May
25 at 2 pm ET / 1 pm CT. The Zoom registration
link is here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZAqduyhrT4vE9Dchtmghc9RaHX6fVWXtKHB
You can also check out their website for more
information:
https://sites.google.com/view/elcayoungadults

Synod Assembly
World Hunger
Offering
“Show me your faith apart
from your works, and I by
my works will show you
my faith.”
James 2:18b
Show us your faith with your
congregation’s World Hunger
offering! Make plans now to
generate congregational enthusiasm for our Synodwide offering received during Synod Assembly.
Please bring checks or cash to your Conference
host site on May 14!
The Northern Great Lakes World Hunger committee invites you to think creatively to gather in your
congregation’s contribution: invite offerings during Lent, have a bake sale, collect loose change in
a soup pot…all of our offerings will be totaled
together and sent to ELCA World Hunger.
Our goal is $25,000 and 100% participation from
every NGLS congregation!

Synod Assembly Workshops
Live workshops are open to
everyone and will be
presented online Monday,
May 9-Thursday, May 12 in
conjunction with the 2022
Synod Assembly of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod.
The interactive programs are
50 minutes long, with time for questions and
comments. Zoom links will be posted on the Synod
Assembly website (nglsynod.org/assembly) prior to
each workshop. Promotional videos will also be
available soon and advance registration is not
required. Confirmed workshops include:

All Creation Sings

with Lucas Wickstrom and Dave Dagenais. An
introduction to the newest worship supplement
from Augsburg Fortress.

My Bias, My Privilege:
How Do We Continue The Conversation
of Racial Equity?
with Rev. Jared Howard, Faith, Calumet

Youth Ministry in the Northern Great
Lakes Synod
with Stefanie Ehle, NGLS Youth Ministry
Coordinator.

Nurturing Hope:
Building a Lay Visitation Team

with Rev. Micah Cavaleri, Grace, South Range

Creating, Maintaining and Crossing
Bridges

with Sister Noreen Stevens, Minister of Word and
Service. Exploring the ministries of ELCA
Deacons.

One Size Fits Nobody:
A Tiered Approach to Stewardship

with Rev. Mike Markwell, Immanuel, Escanaba

Taco, Cat, Goat, Bible, Pizza:
Interpreting the Word as a
Lutheran Today

with Rev. Sarah Semmler Smith, Campus Pastor,
Finlandia University
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Thank you to the following donors for their
generous support of the work of Christ in and
through our Synod.

Bishop’s Discretionary
Rev. Grant & Rev. Sherry Van
Lishout
Companion Synod Support
First, Gladstone
Salem, Ironwood
St. Paul, Mass City
Grace, Pembine
ELCA Disaster Funds
Bethany, Amasa
Bethany, Ishpeming
Trinity, Ishpeming
Messiah, Marquette
Ascension, Minocqua
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner
ELCA Good Gifts
Immanuel, Escanaba
Equipping the Saints
Bishop Katherine Finegan
Rev. Grant & Rev. Sherry Van
Lishout

Feeding America
Bethany, Ishpeming
Leadership Support in the
NGLS
Faith, Three Lakes
Lutheran Campus Ministry
Bethany, Amasa
Christ the King, Escanaba
Grace, Gwinn
Trinity, Ishpeming
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo
Lutheran Social Services
Bethany, Amasa
Emanuel, Skandia
Lutheran World Relief
Salem, Ironwood
St. James, Marinette
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Trinity, Stonington
Native American Sunday
First, Ewen
Immanuel, Rhinelander

NGLS Endowment Fund
Rev. Gerald & Susan Anderson
Trinity, Ishpeming
Roger & Kay Knuth
Bethany, Negaunee
Rev. Grant & Rev. Sherry Van
Lishout
NGLS Seminarian Support
Christ the King, Escanaba
Trinity, Ishpeming
NGLS Website
Bethany, Ishpeming
Postage
Bethany, Ishpeming
Skogman Scholarship Fund
Dirk & Sue Manson
Donna Schroeder
Skrenes Fund for Ministry
Bishop Tom & Luanne Skrenes
Synod Restricted
Donald Schutt
Wendy Werner
World Missionary Support
Grace, Pembine
Superior Central Conference 8

Synod Calendar

3
13
15
20
22
27

Youth Ministry Team, 7 pm ET via Zoom
NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET
Synod Office closed
Worship Committee, 1 pm ET
Bi-Synodical Candidacy
NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET

9
10
11
12
13
14
17
21
25
26
30

Synod Assembly Week begins
Active Leaders, Deacons & LLMs Check-In,
2 pm ET via Zoom
NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET
Synod Council, 7 pm ET via Zoom
Synod Assembly Opening Worship online
Synod Assembly
World Hunger Committee, 11 am ET
Faithful Innovations Training
NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET
Lifelong Faith Formation Committee, 2 pm
ET via Zoom
Synod Office closed
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims
Our Savior’s, Marinette—Katy Tomlanovich, Student
Community, Palmer & Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM
Bethlehem, Florence—Rev. Lisa Ubbelohde
Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM
All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Kay Richter
St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Lamb
First, Iron River—Lance Crevier, Student
Christ the King, Escanaba—Lon Hider, Student
Faith, Rock & First, Trenary—Rev. Steve Gauger
Bethany, Ishpeming—Rev. Bruce Thorsen
Bethel, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston
Faith & Trinity, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston
Eden, Munising—Rev. Tommy Richter
Prince of Peace, Eagle River—Rev. Paul Heykes

“We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord;
Trusting in his holy word, he’s never failed us yet.” (ELW #633)
Despite a slow beginning for receipts, we are deeply grateful that congregational mission support pledges
have increased for 2022, the first increase in five years. We’ve come through some challenging years trusting
in and leaning on the Lord to guide and provide—and God has not failed us. The partnership we share
enables the love of God to reach many beyond our own church walls and to have a greater impact than any
congregation could have alone. As we journey through 2022, may we find joy in our ministry and confidence
in God’s promises to us.
- Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper

As of 2/28

2021

2022

$ Change

% Change

Pledged Amount

774,999

779,835

+4,836

+0.6%

Amount Received

116,764

102,295

-14,469

-12.4%

Designated Gifts

13,096

16,877

+3,781

+28.9%
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Prayfaithfully
NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule
April & May 2022
April 3-9

Melzee Jacobson

April 10-16

Pastor Lee Goodwin

April 17-23

Pastor John Kuziej

April 24-30

Grant Soltwisch

May 1-7

Pastor Keith Kolstad

May 8-14

Synod Assembly Writers

May 15-21

Synodical Women’s Organization

May 22-28

Pastor David Murphy

May 29-June 4

Jill Flickinger

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar – April 2022
1

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Linda Forray (4/3), George
Kaiser (4/14), Nancy Kauppi (4/16), and Sherry Van Lishout (4/20).

2

Pray for the members of Mbagala Lutheran Church, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania,
and their NGLS mission partner Immanuel Lutheran Church, Rhinelander.

3

Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Eagle River, and
their interim Pastor Paul Heykes.

4

Pray for accountants, treasurers, and tax preparers as they work long hours
helping others get their taxes sent in on time.

5

Pray for the World Health Organization and all medical professionals as they
continue to deal with health concerns around the world.

6

Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:
Linda Forray (4/8), Breanne Kinnunen (4/22), and Terry Frankenstein (4/23).

7

Pray for all Rostered Leaders and their families. May they have productive times
of study and prayer, relaxing days of renewal, and supportive relationships inside and
beyond the congregations they serve.

8

Pray for the members of Faith Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Faith Lutheran
Church, Salisbury, MD; Feagaville Parish, Frederick, MD; and First English
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD.

9

Pray for Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, their year-round staff, and the young
adults who will be interviewing, training, and serving as summer staff. Pray
also for all of the children, youth, adults, and families who will be blessed through
camping experiences this summer. May they all be safe and healthy.

10

Palm Sunday. Pray for all who follow Jesus and boldly proclaim,
“Hosanna in the Highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord!”

11

Pray for all our Seminary Students, especially Krystle Moraska, as they continue
their preparation for rostered ministry.

12

Pray for teachers and students as they prepare for and celebrate spring
awards banquets, proms, and other events. Pray that their celebrations will be safe
and sober events.

13

Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they meet today in Marquette and
make plans for ministries in our Synod and around the ELCA.

14

Just as Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, pray that each of us may
find joy and fulfillment in a life of service to others as disciples of our
Savior, Jesus the Christ.

15

At the foot of the cross we see Jesus’ tortured body and feel his pain, yet at the
same time we experience this as God's greatest gift. Pray that, as you leave
the cross, you take the crucified Christ with you today.

16

Pray for all of creation as God brings renewed life with the spring.
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Say these words over and
over – make this your breath prayer today and every day. Thank God for the
risen Christ today and every day knowing that he is with you now and
has prepared a place for you in his kingdom where you will live forever.

17

18

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Chrys Hendrick (4/28), and
Bob Patrick (4/29).

19

Pray for Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service as they work with people who
have fled from their homes due to famine, hunger, war, or natural disasters.

20 Pray for all students as they prepare for final exams and search for summer jobs and
places to begin their careers.

21

Tomorrow is Earth Day. Pray for our planet and for all creation, so that all people take
care of this place God has entrusted to us and preserve it for future generations by
recycling and conserving its resources.

22

Pray for Bishop Katherine Finegan and all members of our Synod Candidacy
Committee as they work together with other Synod Candidacy Committee members to
aide students in their pursuit of ministry careers.

23

Pray for all who are homebound or in care facilities, that they may feel God’s love
surrounding them at all times.

24

Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially Eden Lutheran Church, Munising, and their
administrative interim Pastor Tommy Richter.

25

Pray for all those suffering from malaria and those in danger of contracting malaria
today on World Malaria Day.

26

Pray for all active-duty military personnel. Pray for their safety, their families
who miss them so much, and for peace between nations that are currently at war.

27

Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they meet today in Marquette and
make plans for ministries in our Synod and around the ELCA.

28

Pray for the members of First Lutheran Church, Ellicott City, MD; FoxvilleGreensburg Parish, Smithsburg, MD; Glen Lutheran Church, Glen Burnie,
MD; and Global Peace Lutheran Fellowship, Frederick, MD.

29

Pray for Lutheran Disaster Response and all of their partner ministries around the
world. Pray also for the victims of natural and human-caused disasters.

30 Pray for farmers and gardeners and other outdoor workers as signs of spring

begin to show. May they be safe and have the weather they need to accomplish the tasks
that need to be done when they need to be done.
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar – May 2022
1

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Philip Johnson (5/1), Catie
Ford (5/3), Grant Van Lishout (5/12), Tammy Barthels (5/13), and Rita Chirala (5/15).

2

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Pray for all those who live with mental
illnesses and those who love them, and the health teams who offer treatment.
May all receive the care that they need.

3

Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they finalize plans for our Synod
Assembly and continue to lead ministries in our Synod and around the ELCA.

4

Pray for all those who are graduating from our ELCA seminaries this spring.
May they receive calls quickly and may their service to our congregations and other
ministries continue to spread the Good News of God’s Kingdom to all the world.

5

Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Virginia
Paulson (5/5).

6

Pray for all those young adults who are confirmed this spring. May they continue
to grow in faith towards Jesus Christ, our Savior.

7

Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month:
Nick Johannes (5/10), Douglas Buck (5/18), Tom Otis (5/21), Norman Peterson (5/23),
George Kaiser (5/24), and John Shallow (5/24).

8

9

Pray for mothers everywhere on Mother's Day as you honor your own
mother. Pray for the women who long to be mothers or grieve infertility,
miscarriage, and other losses of their children; and for all who grieve the loss of
their mother.
Pray for all those who are participating in our Northern Great Lakes Synod
Assembly today through May 14. May our Synod continue to grow in faith and
wisdom as we spread the Good News of Jesus Christ our Lord to all the world.

10 Pray for members of Magomeni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania,
and their partner congregation Zion Lutheran Church, Manistique.

11

Pray for our Synod Council members as they meet during our Synod Assembly week of
activities.

12 Today is National Nursing Day. Pray for all nurses everywhere, and especially in
our congregations, who care for us and our loved ones when we are in need.

13 Pray with and for our Synod and our ministries and join in the Synod
14
15

Assembly Opening Worship. Join online at www.nglsynod.org.
Pray for all those who are gathering for our Synod Assembly business meeting.
Pray that there are no technical glitches and that God guides them in their discussions of
ministry and decisions for the future of our Synod.
Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: John Shallow (5/21) and Jack
Busche (5/28).

16 Pray for members of Gloria Dei! Lutheran Church, Arnold, MD; Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church, Bel Air, MD; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Frederick,
MD; and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Wilmington, DE.
17 Pray for all those planning, leading, and attending Baccalaureate services, that
faith will continue to be supported in our communities and students will grow in their faith
throughout their lives.
18 Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially St. James Lutheran Church, Rudyard, and their
administrative interim Pastor Matt Lamb.
19 Pray for students who will be graduating from High School in the coming days that
higher education and employment opportunities will be available to them.
20 Pray for teachers, bus drivers, school staff and administrators as they head into
the final days and weeks of the school year and begin plans for summer school and the next
school year.
21 Pray for all those participating in the Faithful Innovations Training today. May
the Holy Spirit inspire these teams as they continue to spread God’s love.

22 Pray for farmers and gardeners as they plant their crops and prepare the soil for the
growing season.

23 Pray for wildlife emerging from hibernation and giving birth to their young that
they will find the food that they need and be strong as they nurture a new generation.
24 Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month:
Dean Peterson (5/26), Doug Schoen (5/27), Tommy Richter (5/30), Mary Weinkauf
(5/30), and Christine Thomas-Echelbarger (5/31).
25 Pray for Lutheran Social Service agencies and the people whom they serve.

26 Pray for our Synod Staff as they follow-up on decisions and plans that were made during
27

Synod Assembly.
Pray for camps and camping ministries, especially Fortune Lake Lutheran
Camp, as they gear up for the summer and as their summer staff members are trained.
May the Holy Spirit empower and guide them as they watch over all who will be in their
care this summer.

28 Pray for prayer ministries, that all may know God’s power in their lives.
29 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed. We ask you, Heavenly Father, to send
them opportunities to work, to keep their families well-fed, and to teach those of
us more fortunate how we may help them.
30
On this Memorial Day, we remember all US military personnel who have
died serving our country. We grieve with their families and pray that the day
will come when no more wars are fought and no more soldiers die.

31 Pray for the members of Grace English Lutheran Church, Lutherville, MD; Grace

of God Lutheran Church, Millsboro, DE; Grace Lutheran Church, Easton, MD;
and Grace Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD.
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

Northern Great Lakes Synod

2022 SYNOD ASSEMBLY
AT A CONFERENCE LOCATION NEAR YOU

GOING HYBRID
Synod Assembly voting members are invited to gather at
their Conference host site, with check-in beginning at 9 am
ET / 8 am CT on Saturday, May 14, 2022. We hope to
conclude the business meeting by 3:30 pm ET / 2:30 pm CT.
If COVID-19 numbers prohibit in-person gathering, we will
shift to an online meeting.
Iron-Gogebic-Ontonagon Conference 1
Gogebic Community College in Ironwood
Copper Country Conference 2
Finnish American Heritage Center in Hancock
Headwaters Conference 3
Trinity Lutheran Church in Rhinelander
Four Rivers Conference 4
Bethany Lutheran Church in Norway
Menominee Valley Conference 5
Zion Lutheran Church in Marinette
Tri-County Conference 6
First Lutheran Church in Gladstone
Three Lakes Conference 7
Faith Lutheran Church in Sault Ste. Marie
Superior Central Conference 8
Messiah Lutheran Church in Marquette

As you prepare for Synod Assembly, we require each voting
member bring their own device (a smartphone, tablet, or
laptop) and charger to the Conference host site in order to
log into their email account. We will use an email-based
election system this year, and each voting member must
have their own unique email address in order to vote.

WORKSHOPS
&
VISITOR
INFORMATION
We will offer again a week
full of pre-assembly
workshops and content.
Opening worship will
premiere on the NGLS
YouTube channel on
Friday, May 13 and links for
visitors to view the
business meeting will be
available on our website
and Facebook page.
Voting members are
required to be physically
present at their host site
to vote during the
business portions of the
Assembly on Saturday,
May 14.
We hope for an in-person
Synod Assembly. Current
COVID-19 protocols will be
observed.

Pastor’s Kayak Paddle Retreat
Marywood Spirituality Center in Arbor Vitae, WI
June 25, 2022
COVID, chaos and complaints have all taken a toll on our lives. Pastor, we would like
to invite you on a kayaking retreat. This is more than a time to get away to relax. It is
a time to reconnect with self, nature and a time to process things that have been buried
beneath the surface of your life.
Mary Anne Smrz, founder of the Red Kayak Institute, has been taking people on the
water for the last decade to reclaim and reconnect with themselves. This includes
cancer survivors, caregivers, people in recovery, and anyone who needs healing. You
can visit her website at www.redkayak.net to learn more.
We are recognizing the anxiety and grief that our spiritual front line workers have been
facing as you give your all to the wonderful people in your congregations. We want
you to experience healing on the water, so that you can be there for your flock.
Your time will begin at dawn with breakfast and an orientation. You will be given a
journal, a bag of pebbles (surprise) and sent off into the waters of Trout Lake with a
ceremonial blessing. Thus begins the time of reflection and transformation as you
paddle where the spirit leads in a time of silence and contemplation. After two hours
on the water, you will be invited to come in and share with the group any insights you
have received.
This experience begins at 7 am CT on June 25, 2022 on the shores of Trout Lake at
Marywood Spirituality Center in Arbor Vitae, Wisconsin. The $40 cost includes kayak
rental, breakfast, snacks on the water, a journal and a copy of one of Mary Anne’s
books on kayaking and life. Scholarships are available upon request. There will be a
limit of eight kayaks, so sign up now!
For more information contact Grant Van Lishout at gvanlishout@fspa.org.

JOIN US FOR

REBOUND
Tri-Synod High School Youth Gathering

Dates: July 25-27, 2022
Location: UW River Falls
Cost: $275* Per Participant
All high schoolers in 9-12th grade** are invited to join us at UW River Falls where we will
encounter God together in new ways through creative ministry, challenging conversation,
inspiring guest speakers, service learning projects in the twin cities, and uplifting
worship.
Rebound will also include a multicultural youth leadership session - a time designed specifically
for youth of color or whose first language is not English - for the purpose of deepening faith,
building relationships, celebrating culture, and empowering young leaders.

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,
the La Crosse Area Synod, and the Northern Great Lakes Synod.

This event will include participants from the

Guest speakers and musicians will include:
Joe Davis
David Scherer
Rachel Kurtz
My Anchor Holds
and..more to be released SOON!

We are excited to see you there!
*Event cost includes: program/materials, speakers & musicians, housing,
meals, event shirt, & service learning opportunities.
** This includes youth entering 9th grade in the

'22-'23 school year and

those who will complete 12th grade before this summer.

REGISTRATION AND EVENT DETAILS CAN BE FOUND:
NWSWI.ORG/REBOUND

Multicultural Youth Leadership Academy
MYLA (Multicultural Youth Leadership Academy) is a camp program that occurs in partnership with Rescue,
Release, Restore, Rev. Sunitha Mortha and Living Waters Camp at Stony Lake in New Era, MI. MYLA offers
young men and ladies in high school a safe space where they will be developed and refined as leaders for
a multicultural world. Campers from multiple cultural backgrounds will form community with one another,
experience the richness of each cultures’ heritage, and develop together as anti-racist bridgebuilding
leaders.
MYLA gathers culturally
diverse youth from all
over the country for a
deeply rich and
meaningful exchange.
As we share in each
other’s rituals, food,
song in our own
mother tongue, and
live together in
intentional community
as stereotypes are
destroyed and bridge
building anti-racist
youth leaders are
cultivated.
At MYLA youth learn to walk alongside one another in a way that provides a glimpse into the “kindom” of
God.
MYLA is the brain child of Pastor Yehiel Curry of Shekinah Chapel (ELCA) in Riverdale, IL. Pastor Yehiel
also served as Executive Director for Rescue, Release, Restore and has years of experience providing camp
programs for African American boys and girls through programs known as SIMBA (Safe in My Brother’s
Arms) and SIMSA (Safe in My Sister’s Arms). At the onset, a partnership developed between Pr. Curry,
C.J. Clark, Executive Director of Living Water Ministries (MI) and Rev. Sunitha Mortha, Director for
Education in the ELCA’s Global Mission Unit in Chicago about creating an immersive multicultural camp
experience focused on leadership development.
Leveraging the three networks of Rescue, Release, Restore, Living Water Ministries, and Glocal, MYLA was
born in 2016 to fill the gap (especially for youth of color) between the years that MYLE (Multicultural Youth
Leadership Event) was offered as part of the ELCA Youth Gathering. One of the initial driving questions
that brought this program into existence was, “What are we doing to create intentional communities
where leaders can be developed with a multicultural aptitude in and for this church and world on an
annual basis?”
Skeletally, MYLA is a camp program that employs similar tools as other programs. Aquatics, campfires,
high ropes, low ropes, and more are all used as part of the gel that holds the community together.
However, the meat on the bone is how, in the midst of that community, we are invited to explore and
experience each other’s culture, joy and sorrows. Whether it’s when we are in the sweat lodge with our
Native siblings, or around the tree before breakfast experiencing libations, or at a meal tasting an
authentically prepared meal and hearing about that meal’s context within its culture of origin, or at
campfire singing songs in more languages than can be named, or as we explore scripture daily about what
God says to us about thesacredness of our togetherness or during anti-racism leadership developing
learning sessions...something magical happens and the very ground beneath our feet becomes sacred as
we are transformed into a new creation together.

Dynamite Hill Farms
Need a walk in the woods? A time to reflect and talk to the trees?
Come join Pastor Julie Belew, volunteer for Ojibwe food producers Jerry
and Katy, every Friday in L’Anse, MI for the next couple of months…or at
your convenience. Help is appreciated anytime and coordinating a time that works for
you is not a problem.

Call Pastor Julie: 906-370-5301 or email:

juliebelew@gmail.com

Here is their story:
Near the shoreline of Lake Superior’s Keweenaw Bay in Michigan, Jerry Jondreau of
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community and Katy Bresette of the Red Cliff Band of Lake
Superior Ojibew are working to reinvigorate traditional Ojibwe foods. Working 30 acres
of trees, they harvest sugar maple sap and process it into pure maple syrup.
“We’re trying to get back to the land and promote our traditional foods,” says Jondreau,
who with Bresette started Dynamite Hill Farms in September 2019. “We’re hoping to
help more people get back to being able to source their food locally.”
Jondreau taps, gathers, hauls and boils the sugar maple sap in a
process called sugaring. It takes 35 gallons of sap to make one
gallon of maple syrup, which is sold for $15 per 12-ounce bottle.
Tapping begins after the last freeze of spring, and the sap is boiled
over a wood fire to produce syrup as has been done for centuries in
the Great Lakes region. Traditionally, maple sugaring was both a
family and community event as people would spend winter in small
family groups before reuniting in larger tribal groups in the spring.
In the Ojibwe language, the fourth moon of the year is called
Izhkigamisegi Geezis (“boiling moon”) and marks the time to collect
sap and make syrup.
Jondreau studied forestry at Michigan Tech University and worked for his tribe’s natural
resources department before deciding to pursue traditional harvesting as a business,
something he’s done personally for years. In addition to making maple syrup, Dynamite
Hill Farm also harvests wild rice, another important Ojibwe staple. Jondreau and
Bresette travel to Minnesota in the fall to harvest wild rice.
“We have to go to Minnesota because all of the mining here in the early 1900s messed
up the water and land so our rice left,” Jondreau says.
Because he mainly harvests, Jondreau says his products are very seasonal. “Customers
know that our products are freshly harvested, and I think that also puts us back in line
with our culture,” he says. “Every season has its food, and we’ve forgotten that when we
can get produce in the middle of winter at a grocery store.”

In addition to maple syrup and wild rice, Jondreau says he is expanding into berries,
chokecherries and apples as he reinvigorates his land that laid dormant for years. He is
also experimenting with making vinegar using maple sugar to begin the fermentation
process and bottling salt obtained from leeks.
Dynamite Hill Farms is also venturing into agritourism by hosting groups and individuals
wanting to learn about traditional harvesting and production.
“Beyond making food the traditional way is the proper way to take it,” he says. “It’s
important to harvest correctly and respect the food that’s a gift to us.”
Jondreau and Bresette sell their products at events such as
the annual Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Powwow and
through their Dynamite Hills Farms Facebook page. They
participated in the 2019 Food Sovereignty Summit, but
COVID-19 has derailed plans for this year. Still, direct sales
have remained strong, and the new business hasn’t been
impacted greatly by the pandemic.
“We’ve thought about getting a web page, but we wouldn’t
have any stock to sell,” Jondreau says. “We sell everything we make locally and through
Facebook and our email at dynamitehillfarm@gmail.com. We love selling everything we
make and being able to interact with our customers like that. We’re trying to teach
about food, but we learn so much from our customers as well.”
Jondreau is building a traditional lodge on his property, and already hosts groups from
around the country interested in learning about traditional Ojibwe food practices.
“We’re working with organizations such as Keep Growing Detroit to discuss food
sovereignty and how to overcome food deserts in cities,” Jondreau says. “Healthy food
and its relationship to culture and health is something that affects everyone.”
Jondreau says his expansion into agritourism developed organically as people learned
about what he is doing and asked if they could visit.
“We love it when people visit and we can sit down and take a meal together,” he says.
“We’re not looking to be anything big. As long as my kids are healthy and happy and we
have a shelter over our heads, we’re successful.”

