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Northern
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Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
As I write this, it is the Monday after our 34th
Synod Assembly. We are in the second year
of a three-year theme focused on the passage
from I Corinthians, “And now Faith, Hope,
and Love Abide, these three.” We know the
greatest of these is love, but this year we are
focusing on Faith.
Martin Luther describes faith as a “living,
busy, active, mighty thing.” As Lutherans, we
teach that faith is a gift. And yet, faith is
dynamic and moving, less a package to be opened and more a
relationship to be nurtured - less a possession, and more a
commitment of trust. In these last couple of pandemic years when
we have had to work harder to stay connected, I think we
understand more clearly the part that we play in building and nurturing our faith community.
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Synod Assembly is a perfect example of what we do to build our
faith community and celebrate a wider view of church. I hope you
felt connected as you gathered in person as a voting member,
participated in the week of online workshops, or watched the
business meeting livestream.
I believe for the most part, things went smoothly. The sound was
a little uneven from conference to conference, but people were
willing to repeat their question or comment until we all
understood.
One thing that I do not believe was understood fully was the
reasoning and purpose of Resolution #7. In the fall of 2021, I was
presented with the requirement to amend our constitution by our
Churchwide Secretary, Sue Rothmeyer, who was being proactive
in ensuring the 60/40 balance of lay and clergy voting members at
synod assemblies in order to forestall any disputes as to the
legality of a given outcome in future elections. We are one a few
synods who still have the provision in our constitution that all
retired rostered leaders in attendance at Synod Assembly receive
both voice and vote.
Concern over lay and clergy balance has not been an issue in our
synod before as so many pastors who have retired have not stayed
geographically in our synod. Many, after retirement, have stayed
on our NGLS roster, but they have moved far away and never
expected to attend Synod Assembly. In the last few years, this has
changed, and more of our retired pastors have chosen to stay local
and may well plan to attend Synod Assembly.
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Granted, we are not the Florida/ Bahamas Synod,
where I am guessing retired clergy outnumber active
clergy and lay voting members combined, but the
challenge to defend the constitutional requirement of
at least 60% lay voting membership at Synod
Assembly is the same.
Other synods have chosen different methods. Some
ensure the balance by saying that:
1. No retired pastors are given voting privileges
unless they are serving a congregation as an
interim.
2. The retired pastors meet and agree who among
them will represent their vote. The amount of
voting members is a certain percentage of the
total retired clergy population, often 10%.

After my conversation with Sue Rothmeyer, I sent an
email to all our retired pastors presenting them with
the issue. I invited them to a Zoom meeting and
welcomed their input. If they could not attend the
Zoom, I asked that they send me their thoughts via
email. I welcomed their ideas as to how best to
constitutionally ensure the required balance.
Currently we have, or soon will have, 61 retired
clergy on our roster, 35 of which might reasonably
be expected to attend Synod Assembly. If each
congregation sends their full number of lay people,
we would see about 170 lay people at Synod
Assembly, which would allow 110 clergy to be
voting members. Assuming that 79 congregations
will send a clergyperson (knowing that some have a
Licensed Lay Minister), this allows for roughly
31-32 retired clergy to be voting members.
If, like some synods, we went with 10% of retired
clergy, that would only afford 6 retired clergy the
privilege of voting. Wanting to maximize the
number of retired clergy who could vote, the
proposal was made to wait until registration closed,
have a hard number of lay voting members and
active clergy, and from that, calculate the remaining
balance of 40% of clergy and how many retired
clergy could then vote.
I am very glad that more retired pastors are choosing
to stay on the territory of the NGLS. They offer
invaluable support and wisdom to the church,

helping the work of ministry in countless ways even
after retirement. I continue to be deeply grateful for
their partnership and willingness to help. Having to
limit, even a few, from the privilege of voting at
Synod Assembly is a reality that this resolution seeks
to address as fairly as possible, maximizing the
voting participation of retired clergy who attend
Synod Assembly.
What can you do?
• Maximize the amount of lay people your congregation sends to Synod Assembly and pay
attention to gender balance.
• Rotate Synod Assembly participation among
your members, giving more people the joy and
witness of being church together.
• Next year we will be in person. Please include
travel expense, hotel expense, and registration
cost in your congregational budget for next
year. Registration will be more like it was preCOVID, about $180 per person.
• As always, the registration fee for retired clergy
is waived.
Synod Assembly is energizing, joyful, informative,
and Spirit blessed. We are church together, and
never more so than when we worship and partner in
ministry together.
This year was good, but I look forward to us all
being together, in person, next year.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

New Synod Treasurer and
Secretary
We would like to take this
opportunity to thank Dr. Larry
Pagel for his faithful service
as Synod Treasurer for the
past 12 years. Dr. Pagel has
given an immense amount of
time serving on various
committees in this role. We
thank him for his dedication, energy and faithfulness
to the mission and ministry of our Synod.
We welcome newly appointed Treasurer Pastor
Terry Frankenstein and newly elected Secretary
Nancy Heykes. We thank them for their willingness
to take on these important roles and pray God’s
blessings upon them!
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“See, I am making all things new.”
Revelation 21:5 NRSV

The title for my brief article is taken from the second scripture reading assigned for the Fifth Sunday of
Easter. I love the verb tense in this translation. It’s a vision of God’s work being ongoing and not yet fully
completed. It’s not translated, “I made all things new,” but rather, “…I am making all things new.” The
trajectory is clear: God is still working. God is still creating, still redeeming, and still blessing our world.
Contrast this with the theology of Deism which emphasizes that God set things into motion and more or
less is on the sidelines watching us. It’s the metaphor of the master clockmaker who has made a
magnificent clock, wound it up, and leaves it to tick on its own. God expects us to do all the work. I
believe that we have profound work to do as we bear witness to God’s vision for love, forgiveness, and
justice. But I also believe that we are promised to not be alone in our work for God’s righteous purposes.
Simply stated, I am not a big fan of Deism!
Pastor Carey Nieuwhof (careynieuwhof.com) blogs about
contemporary matters of Christian ministry. Recently, he posted
an article about, “12 Disruptive Church Trends That Will Rule
2022 (And the Post-Pandemic World).” The first trend noted was,
“The Demise of the Old Model of Church.” Nieuwhof further
says, “What was is gone. What will be hasn’t yet emerged.”
These seemingly obvious observations could lead to much anxiety
and depression. But how about embracing a vision of God “doing
a new thing?”
The first reading assigned for the Fifth Sunday of Easter tells of a
vision in Acts, chapter 11. Peter has a vision of being asked to eat
food that had been forbidden in his religious tradition. “Get up,
Peter: kill and eat.” “What God has made clean, you must not
call profane.”
I’m sure this radical change of dietary restrictions being lifted
must have been hard for Peter to stomach” (pun intended)!
But, Peter adjusted and lived into the new reality and new way of being faithful. God was alongside Peter
encouraging him. Like Peter, changes in the way of being church might initially cause our “stomachs to
turn.”
Nieuwhof further writes that the key is to experiment, stay faithful to biblical principles, study your people,
and study the culture. These are the key components of the Faithful Innovations process offered in our
Northern Great Lakes Synod. I invite you to explore this training possibility for your congregation as our
model of being church is being inevitability disrupted. Go to: nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations.
Whether or not you formally engage in the Faithful Innovations trainings, I pray that God’s Spirit might
encourage you to join in with the Lord who is making all things new.
Pastor Jim Duehring
Assistant to the Bishop/DEM
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Two Sides of the Collar
Written by Pastor David Murphy

One of the many blessings about the ELCA is the
varied ways in which we can serve in proclaiming
the gospel message of Jesus Christ. As it says in
Ephesians 4:11-12, “The gifts [God] gave were that
some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ…”
For the past 9 years, that work for me is as a pastor
to the people of Good Shepherd, Peshtigo. A role
that, 13 years ago, seemed like a ridiculous idea to
me. But then, in the summer of 2018, I felt another
strange and weirdly specific call. Like the first
time I heard such a call in my life, I laughed at
God. I was certain that there was no way this one
could happen and I tried ignoring it. But God did
what God always does, and didn’t give up on me.
After an exhaustive application process, in April
2019, I commissioned into the Navy as a reserve
chaplain. I was now Pastor David Murphy and LT
David Murphy. An ELCA rostered minister of
word and sacrament and an officer in the United
State Navy with the job of Chaplain. I knew
military chaplains existed, but I didn’t know
exactly what they did and why I might be called to
this work.
It didn’t take long to learn that the need to provide
spiritual care to those who serve in the military, and
their families, is tremendous. The Navy alone is
short dozens of chaplains to fill the current need.
This is especially true for those of us who come
from a liturgical tradition, such as the ELCA. The
sacraments, particularly Holy Communion, are
important elements in the practice of faith among
many Christian denominations. Yet within the US
military, there is a vast shortage of chaplains who
can offer these sacraments to servicemembers. As
an ELCA chaplain, I am in special demand because

of our willingness to welcome all at the table.
As a Navy Chaplain, I serve servicemembers in the
Navy, the Marine Corps, and the Coast Guard. I
am a non-combatant sailor, meaning that I cannot
carry or use a weapon of any kind. I have four
main areas of responsibility:
1. Provide ministry consistent with my faith
tradition as an ELCA pastor.
2. Facilitate the free exercise of religious beliefs
for ALL servicemembers.
3. Care for ALL servicemembers and their
family members, regardless of their faith
beliefs.
4. Advise commanders on spiritual, moral, and
ethical matters, including the spiritual health
and readiness of their command.
On each uniform that I wear, you will find
markings that indicate my rank as an officer and my
job community. On my working uniform, my rank
intentionally sits below the cross, indicating that I
am a Christian chaplain. On my service uniform,
one collar has the rank, while the other has the
cross. I am a staff corps officer, part of the
Chaplain Corps and I have the rights, privileges,
responsibility, and accountability of any other
Naval officer. But first and foremost, I am a pastor
serving as a chaplain, consistent with the traditions
and practices of the ELCA. I am accountable to the
ELCA through the Assistant to the Presiding
Bishop for Federal Chaplaincy and an ecclesiastical
endorsement which must be renewed every three
years.
The thing that surprised me most in becoming a
Navy chaplain, is the emphasis on remaining true to
my calling as an ELCA pastor. I am required by
the Navy to not violate the traditions and norms of
my faith tradition as it is crucial that my practice of
faith be as protected as all other practices of faith.
For Navy chaplains, there is an understanding that
we serve within a system. But the richness of our
denominational values, social statements, and calls
for justice are valued as diversity within the sea
services. If these things were not true, I could not
serve. That’s why the two sides of the collar are so
important to me as a Navy chaplain.
I am early in my Navy career and do not know
where this will take me. Currently I support
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Marines in Combat Logistics Battalion 23, at Joint
Base Lewis-McChord, WA, as the battalion
chaplain. I am grateful that the ELCA is so willing
to allow people like me to serve the body of Christ
in this way. For the work our servicemembers do is
hard, and often exists in the dark void of
hopelessness. If I can speak a word of hope into
that darkness, and provide the visible means of
God’s grace to those who feel no grace, then this
will be worth it. For the message of the gospel, and
God’s boundless love, is given for all of God’s
beloved to hear and know.

Transitions

We welcome Pastor Cathleen (Cathy) Morris who
has been called to serve Bethlehem Lutheran and
First Presbyterian in Florence. Pastor Cathy
began her ministry on April 10 and an Installation
service will take place on June 5. May God bless
their ministry together!
We pray God’s blessings upon the following
pastors who retired in springtime or will retire this
summer:
• Pastor Keith Kolstad and his wife Karen.
Pastor Kolstad retired from Zion, Marinette at
the end of April.
• Pastor Tammy Barthels and her husband,
Randy. Pastor Barthels’ last Sunday at
Immanuel, Rhinelander was May 15.
• Pastor Terry Frankenstein and her
husband, John. Pastor Frankenstein’s last
Sunday at Bethany, Escanaba was May 29.
• Pastor Steve Solberg will retire from
Immanuel, Negaunee in June. Pastor
Solberg’s last preaching weekend will be June
12-13.
We thank these pastors for their faithful service!

Faithful Innovations

We invite you to
consider how an
intentional adaptive
communal learning
process could help
your congregation.
Gather a team of 4 to
7 lay people to join
your rostered leader or licensed lay minister and
experience the process of Faithful Innovations.
Your team will also receive coaching support.
Congregations with an interim leader also are very
welcome to participate. It all begins with
listening…
1. Listening to God
• Dwelling in the Scriptures
• Prayer
2. Listening to your church family
• One-on-one conversations
• Sharing your faith
3. Listening to your neighborhood
• Walking around and paying attention
• God sightings
Then, based on your listening, try an “experiment.”
The next cohort will begin September 24, 2022 and
the cost is only $50 per congregation thanks to a
generous grant from the ELCA. To learn more,
visit our synod website at:
www.nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations

ELCA Hunger Grants

A round of Daily Bread Matching Grants will take
place this summer and ELCA congregations with
feeding ministries are eligible to participate,
regardless of whether or not they have received a
Daily Bread Matching Grant in the past.
Registration and applications for the 2023 Daily
Bread Matching Grant are now open.
Visit ELCA.org/dailybread to learn more.
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Thank you to the following donors for their
generous support of the work of Christ in and
through our Synod.

Answer the Call
Ann Buscher
Helen & Thomas Frederickson
LeRoy & Verna Johnson
Judi LaBreche
Rev. Dean & Marie Marin
Eden, Munising
Mark Slown
Wayne & Deanna Thill
Catherine Tibbett
Companion Synod Support
St. Paul, Mass City
Grace, Pembine

ELCA Disaster Funds/Lutheran
World Relief
Anonymous Bible Study Group
Faith, Calumet
Pioneer Lake, Conover
United, Crystal Falls
Prince of Peace, Eagle River
Immanuel, Escanaba
First, Ewen
Bethlehem, Florence
Salem, Ironwood
Bethany, Ishpeming
Bethel, Ishpeming
Faith, Ishpeming
Trinity, Ishpeming
Zion, Manistique
Zion, Marinette
Messiah, Marquette
Prince of Peace, Marquette
St. Paul, Mass City
Bethel, Menominee
Ascension, Minocqua
Mission United, Pelkie
Calvary, Rapid River
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner

Leadership Support in the
NGLS
Rev. Chrys Hendrick
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Lutheran Campus Ministry
Grace, Gwinn
Prince of Peace, Marquette
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo
Calvary, Rapid River
Lutheran Social Services
Bethany, Amasa
NGLS Endowment Fund
Immanuel, Rhinelander
Skogman Scholarship Fund
Dirk & Sue Manson
Jo Skogman
World Missionary Support
Mission United, Pelkie
Grace, Pembine

Synod Calendar

1

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET

4

Synod Office closed

5

Installation of Rev. Cathleen Morris, 3 pm
CT at Bethlehem, Florence

6

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET

11

World Hunger Committee Meeting, 11 am ET

12

Active Leaders, Deacons & LLMs Check-In,
2 pm ET via Zoom

14

Active Leaders, Deacons & LLMs Check-in,
2 pm ET via Zoom

20

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET

21

NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET

23

Leadership Support Committee, 11 am ET
via Zoom
Endowment Fund Committee, 12 pm ET at
the Synod Office

30

25-27 Rebound: Tri-Synodical Youth Gathering
31-5

Multicultural Youth Leadership Academy
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Pastoral Vacancies and Interims
Our Savior’s, Marinette—Katy Tomlanovich, Student
Community, Palmer & Suomi—Virginia Paulson, LLM
Bethany, Mohawk—Larry Molloy, LLM
All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Kay Richter
St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Matthew Lamb
First, Iron River—Lance Crevier, Student
Christ the King, Escanaba—Lon Hider, Student
Faith, Rock & First, Trenary—Rev. Steve Gauger
Bethany, Ishpeming—Rev. Bruce Thorsen
Bethel, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston
Faith & Trinity, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston
Eden, Munising—Rev. Tommy Richter
Prince of Peace, Eagle River—Rev. Paul Heykes
Zion, Marinette—Rev. Doug Schoen
Immanuel, Rhinelander—Rev. John Kuziej

“Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.”
— I Corinthians 16:13-14
Trees are budding, spring flowers are blooming, and our mission of sharing the love of Christ with
the world continues. Your mission support gifts to the Synod, given in loving response for all God
has done, enable the ministries of our Synod to flourish. Many congregations have sent in gifts for
Ukraine relief, evidencing your love for neighbor. Thank you for your generous and consistent
giving as we moved forward in hope and faith.
— Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper
As of 4/30

2021

2022

$ Change

% Change

Pledged Amount

774,999

779,835

+4,836

+0.6%

Amount Received

243,642

227,773

-15,869

-6.5%

Designated Gifts

39,127

41,750

+2,623

+6.7%

Non Profit Org.
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Prayfaithfully
NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule
June & July 2022
June 5-11

Deacon Lori Ward

June 12-18

Pastor Kelly Ylitalo

June 19-25

Roland Jacobson

June 26-July 2

Pastor Doug Schoen

July 3-9

Pastor Nicole Hanson-Lynn

July 10-16

Karen Carter

July 17-23

Michael Holman, LLM

July 24-30

Hayley Smith

July 31-August 6

Pastor Tom Otis

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar - June 2022
1

Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today to plan and coordinate events and activities
throughout our Synod and to follow-up on Synod Assembly actions.

2

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Lauri Maki (6/3), Nick
Johannes (6/6), Jay Welshonse (6/12), Terry Frankenstein (6/14), Richard Likeness
(6/15), Mike Markwell (6/17), and Melinda VanderSys (6/18).

3

Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:
Fran Strong (6/4), David Van Kley (6/4), Ken Michaelis (6/5), Mike Markwell (6/5), Peter
Vorhes (6/6), Keith Kolstad (6/7), Ron McCallum (6/8), David Echelbarger (6/10), Micah
Cavaleri (6/12), and Lee Goodwin (6/14).
Pray for farmers and ranchers, fishers and beekeepers, and all who produce
our food. May God bless them with favorable weather, sunshine and rain at appropriate
times, and safety in the midst of their work. May God fill us with gratitude as we eat what
they have provided for us.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will renew all believers around the world as we celebrate
Pentecost today. Come, Holy Spirit, Come!

4

5
6

For school children looking forward to summer vacations and summer learning
opportunities. May they continue to learn and grow and take the time to exercise
their minds and bodies in play.

7

Pray for all graduates beginning a new phase of life. May God bless them with the
spirit of courage and adventure as they work to achieve their goals. May God surround
them with support systems and faithful mentors as they face challenges and temptations.

8

Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially Faith Lutheran Church (Rock) and First Lutheran
Church (Trenary) and their Interim Pastor Steve Gauger.

9

For all those hoping to travel for graduations, weddings, or vacations. May they all
find ways to be safe and healthy.
Pray for the members of Grace Lutheran Church, Hockessin, DE; Grace Lutheran
Church, Woodsboro, MD; Grace Lutheran Church, Westminster, MD; and
Harmony Lutheran Church, Myersville, MD.
Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Elaine
Hendrickson (6/12).
Pray for all the faithful around the world as we celebrate the mysteries of God’s
diversity within unity on this Holy Trinity Sunday.

10
11
12
13
14

Pray for all Northern Wisconsin and Upper Michigan communities as they
welcome visitors during this vacation season. May we all care for one another and keep one
another safe.
Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:
Micheal Laakko (6/15), David Jensen (6/17), Maxine Gray (6/17), and Mark Laatsch
(6/17).

15

Pray for our vulnerable friends, neighbors, and loved ones, especially those who
are lonely and isolated. May we find new ways of sharing God’s love with those in need.

16

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Dean Marin (6/22), Breanne
Kinnunen (6/22), Kay Richter (6/22), Jon Magnuson (6/25), Bill Jacobson (6/25), and
Duane Priebe (6/29).
Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:
Earl Bergh (6/19), George Olson (6/19), Jon Magnuson (6/19), Ingmar Levin (6/20), Les
Niemi (6/20), Matt Lamb (6/21), Alex Ross (6/21), Bob Langseth (6/22), and Raymond
Korry (6/22).
Pray for our Lutheran Campus Ministry leaders as they continue to find ways to care
for students who have had so many aspects of their lives turned upside-down in recent
years.
Offer prayers of thanksgiving for fathers on Father’s Day. Pray that all fathers
become involved, responsible parents who raise their children to be caring individuals who
will have fulfilling lives.
Pray for members of Magogoni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and
their partner congregation Christ the King Lutheran Church, Escanaba, MI.

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet to continue planning ministries within our Synod
and throughout the world.
Pray for Lutheran Disaster Response as they continue to work with those dealing
with and recovering from floods, fires, earthquakes, tornados, and other natural and
man-made disasters.
Pray for the Synod Leadership Support Committee as they meet today via Zoom to
plan opportunities for the rostered leaders of our Synod to remain healthy in body, mind,
and spirit.
Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:
Stephen Gauger (6/25), John Kuziej (6/25), Eleanor Russey (6/25), Wally Leno (6/26),
Dean Marin (6/26), Philip Johnson (6/26), David Johnson (6/26), Lauri Maki (6/28),
David Murphy (6/28), Paul Raappana (6/29), and Alex LaChapelle (6/29).

25

Pray for pastors and leaders who join in the Pastors’ Paddle Retreat today. May they be
refreshed and renewed through the Holy Spirit and God’s creation.

26

Pray for the members of Haven Lutheran Church, Hagerstown, MD; Holy
Comforter Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Holy Communion Lutheran
Church, Fallston, MD; and Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Eldersburg, MD.

27

Pray for law enforcement officers and other first responders as they watch over
our communities and keep us safe. May they be well-supported and receive the respite they
need after long and difficult shifts.

28

Pray for Call Committees and Councils as they lead our congregations and work with
rostered leaders in transition. May the Holy Spirit guide all decisions with wisdom and
strength.
Pray for all who are preparing for marriage. May God bless relationships with love,
courage, forgiveness and peace.
Pray for our Synod Endowment Fund Committee as they review investments and
make decisions about how to use these funds to spread God’s love to the world.

29
30

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

A Year of Prayer
A Lifetime of Praying!

prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Calendar - July 2022
1

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Micah Cavaleri (7/2), Dean
Peterson (7/6), Alex LaChapelle (7/6), Jennie Johnson Wrege (7/7), Mark Laatsch (7/7),
Ken Michaelis (7/9), Norm Peterson (7/9), Steven Anderson (7/9), Keith Kolstad (7/9),
Joe Daiker (7/9), Nicole Hanson-Lynn (7/9), Ingmar Levin (7/10), D.J. Rasner (7/10), and
Kayla Keilholtz (7/10).

2

Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:
Bob Patrick (7/1), D.J. Rasner (7/2), Jared Howard (7/7), Tammy Barthels (7/11), and
Brenda Greenwald (7/14).

3

Pray for the members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Laurel, MD; Hope
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Hope Lutheran Church, New Castle, DE;
and Immanuel Lutheran Church, Manchester, MD.

4

Pray for our nation as we celebrate independence this day. May God guide our nation’s
leaders to work for the rights, welfare, and dignity of people everywhere.
Pray for all those facing addictions to drugs or alcohol. May God lead them to seek
help and strengthen their journey toward recovery.
Pray for our Synod Staff as they continue to look to the future and work with the many
and diverse ministries that surround us.

5
6
7
8
9

Pray for planters. May God bless all those who grow food on farms and in backyards.
May God bless those whose plants provide beauty for all who pass by.
Pray for men and women in the armed forces who are away from their homes and
stand in harm’s way and for their families who miss them. May God’s peace fill their
hearts and may they return home safely.
Pray for those in nursing homes and care facilities across our Synod and for
their families who wish they could visit more than sometimes seems possible. May God
fill them with a spirit of hope and good cheer.

10 Pray that we may be good stewards of all the lakes, rivers, streams, and waterfalls
that grace our Synod and our world. May God teach us how to keep them clean and
beautiful for future generations.

11
12
13
14
15

Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Ron McCallum (7/16), Gerald
Anderson (7/17), Lloyd Luedeman (7/17), Devon Barrix (7/24), & Raymond Korry (7/27).
Pray for all clergy in transition as they move to new calls, make transitions to new
communities, and navigate the complexities of buying and selling homes.
Pray for all those who are pondering whether to answer a call to train as
ministers of Word and Sacrament or Word and Service. May God guide them as they
consider the call.
Pray for ministries in transition and congregations who are seeking rostered
leaders to serve them, especially Bethany Lutheran Church (Ishpeming) and their Interim
Pastor Bruce Thorsen.
Pray for members of Yombo Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and
their partner congregation Immanuel Lutheran Church, Negaunee, MI.

16 Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month:

Gerald Anderson (7/20), Scott Ehle (7/21), Bruce Thorsen (7/24), Allan Johnson (7/25),
David Tielbar (7/25), Jim Duehring (7/26), and Katherine Finegan (7/28).

17

Pray for refugees around the world. May God bring them to safety as they flee from
war zones, violence, and natural disasters. May God teach us compassion and help us to
care for those who have lost so much.

18 Pray that we can help children discover the joy of reading this summer. May God
show us ways to use local libraries and to share our books with others.

19 Pray for the members of Israel’s Creek Parish, Woodsboro, MD; Jerusalem
Lutheran Church, Baltimore, MD; Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Westminster,
MD; and Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Whiteford, MD.

20 Pray for educational administrators at elementary and secondary schools, colleges
and universities, and seminaries as they make plans for the fall.

21 Pray for those with macular degeneration and other visual impairments. May God
keep them safe, bless medical researchers with new ideas for treatment, and provide them
with caregivers to help them negotiate in the midst of a sighted world.

22 On this day when we remember St. Mary Magdalene, pray for all those who boldly

tell their stories of encountering our living Lord, Jesus Christ. May God bless them with
the words they need so that those who listen hear the Good News of new life in Jesus.

23 Pray for youth and families who struggle with hunger during the summer when schools

are not providing meals. May God show them where resources are available. May God help
us to be generous in our caring for them.

24 Pray for Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp as the staff looks ahead and makes plans for
the fall and the future of their ministry.

25 Pray for all youth and leaders participating in the REBOUND Tri-Synodical
Youth Gathering today through July 27. May the Holy Spirit blow powerfully through
these days, strengthening and inspiring God’s people as they grow in faith and love.

26 Pray for those who struggle with gender orientation and identity. May God bless
them with peace and confidence in who God has created them to be. May God fill their
lives with people who understand and support them in all they do.

27 Pray for all who participate in county fairs. For those who bring entries, those who
work at booths and concession stands, those who judge entries, and those who enjoy the
carnivals and shows. May God bless them with all they need along the way.

28 Pray for caregivers everywhere who grow weary from carrying burdens for loved ones
who can no longer care for themselves. May God give them strength and respite.

29 Pray for loggers and state and national forest service workers as they care for our
beautiful Northwoods.

30 On this International Day of Friendship, pray for all your friends and then also
pray for all your enemies.

31 Pray for all participants and leaders at the Multicultural Youth Leadership
Academy today through August 5. May God empower them and all of us to celebrate our
diversity and unify us as one body in Christ.
“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.”

Motions According to Robert’s Rules of Order
written by Chuck Thomas, NGLS Vice President
Continuing the theme from the article in the
April-May Northern Light, this article
delves into the various types of motions
defined in Robert’s Rules of Order. There
are five categories of motions; Main
Motions, Subsidiary Motions, Privileged
Motions, Incidental Motions, and Motions
that Bring a Question Again Before the
Assembly. As written herein “assembly”
means assembly, board, council,
congregation meeting, or committee. While
each motion type is unique, the ten steps
detailed in Robert’s Rules and listed below
are germane to all motions.

1. A member asks permission from the
chairperson for the floor.
2. Chairperson grants permission.
3. The member makes a motion stating
“I move to…”
4. Chairperson asks for any seconds to
the motion. Some Privileged
Motions do not require a second and
the assembly skips to step 8 or even
in some cases moves forward
without a vote.
5. Members call out “second.” If a
second is not provided, the motion
immediately fails.
6. If there is a second, the chairperson
states the question of the motion
which opens it to debate.

7. The group debates the motion. During
the debate time the motion can be
amended or tabled by a subsidiary
motion for further debate at a later time.
8. When debate is completed, the
chairperson puts the motion to a vote.
9. The chairperson counts the votes.
10. The chairperson announces the votes
and enacts or defeats the motion.
Main Motions
Original Main Motions bring a substantive
question to the assembly for debate and action.
There can only be one main motion on the floor
at a time; another main motion cannot be made
on the original main motion. Once it has been
seconded, a main motion is debatable,
amendable, and can be reconsidered. Any
motions corollary to the main motion take
precedence over the main motion; meaning they
must be decided before the main motion is
decided. An example of a corollary motion
would be one to amend the original motion.
Once a main motion is on the floor, the
assembly must either consider it or dispose of it.
Subsidiary Motions
Subsidiary motions deal with an original
main motion. All the types of subsidiary
motions listed below require a second to
move forward.
• Postpone indefinitely, which kills the
original motion without a vote on it.
• Amend, which modifies the original
motion.
• Commit or refer, which assigns the
motion to a committee for
investigation or a report.
• Limit debate or extend debate, which
changes the length of time to discuss
the original motion.

•

•

Call the question, which forces a
closure of debate and an immediate
vote on the current motion. This
subsidiary motion requires a two
thirds majority vote to pass.
Table the motion to set it aside for
debate at a later time or date. No
debate is allowed on the motion to
table.

Subsidiary motions may be made at any
time from the point when the chairperson
states the question (step 6 from above) until
the time when the question is voted upon
(step 8 from above). These motions always
apply to the motion currently on the floor
and always do something to alter the status
of that motion. The subsidiary motion takes
precedence and must be decided before the
original motion is debated and decided.
Privileged Motions
Privileged motions do not relate to any
business items but do take precedence over
all other business of the assembly. They take
precedence over debate in order to deal with
an urgent procedural matter. Privileged
motions may include:
• Call for the orders of the day. This
motion does not require a second and
when made forces the assembly to
follow the approved agenda and not
consider extraneous items that come
up during the meeting. There is no
vote.
• Raise a question of privilege which
permits an emergency motion or
question dealing with the rights and
privileges of the members. A second
is not needed and there is no vote.
The chairperson or if there is one, the
parliamentarian, responds to the
question and then the chairperson
makes the final decision on the
question.

•
•
•

Recess, which gives the assembly a
short break. A second and a vote are
needed. There is no debate.
Adjourn. This closes the meeting. A
second is needed and a vote. There
is no debate.
Fix a set time to adjourn. No
business will be transacted after the
set time. Once a second is provided,
this can be debated. After the debate
time ends a vote is needed.

In a third article appearing in a future
Northern Light newsletter, we will explore
the remaining two motion types, Incidental
Motions and Motions that bring a Question
Before an Assembly. We will also provide
more detail on the rules surrounding how to
amend a motion. Please direct questions to
NGLSynodVP@nglsynod.org.

NGLS Youth Ministry Summer Update
from Stefanie Ehle, Synod Youth Ministries Coordinator
Please share the following faith formation opportunities with young people in your congregations.
Remembering Our Children Pow Wow
Assinins is located 2.5 miles north of Baraga. It
was the site of the Old St. Joseph Orphanage and
School, one of the earliest Catholic missions in
the Upper Peninsula. The Walking with our
Indigenous Neighbors Task Force of the NGLS
is seeking volunteers to help prepare for this
event during the month of May through June 18.
Pastor Julie Belew of Holy Cross, Baraga is
coordinating service work groups for this cultural
experience. A variety of projects are available. All age levels and skill sets are welcome! If members of your
congregation, youth groups, or college students are interested please contact Pastor Julie at (906) 370-5301 or
juliebelew@gmail.com.

REBOUND – A Tri-Synodical Youth Gathering will be a smaller, spin-off of the ELCA Youth Gathering
and will allow participants from the Northern Great Lakes Synod, Northwest Synod of WI, and LaCrosse Area
Synod to connect with each other in Christian community through guest speakers and musicians, worship,
service projects, and fun! The event will take place July 25-27, 2022 at UW-River Falls. Visit
http://nwswi.org/rebound to register today!
The Multicultural Youth Leadership Academy (MYLA) at Living Water Ministries in
New Era, MI is a unique opportunity for campers ages 13-16 to be part of an innovative
leadership program that offers culturally immersive experiences for a diverse community of
youth. This summer, the MYLA program will take place July 31 – August 5. Pastor Jared
Howard will be leading a group of youth from our synod and there is still room for more.
Thanks to a generous grant and the gift of camp, there is no charge to attend this program!
Please contact Stefanie Ehle (youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org) if you would like to be part of this opportunity.

Be sure to connect with NGLS Youth Ministry online to receive the latest updates!
Instagram (nglsyouth)

Facebook (Northern Great Lakes Synod Youth Ministry)

