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“For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter 

under heaven.” 
~Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 
Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod, 
 
What time is it? 
 
In our Synod Office, we have two clocks on 
the conference room wall, one set to Eastern 
Time and the other to Central Time.   
Between the two clocks is the above verse.  I 
find this to be a helpful reminder, not only 
that our Synod spans two time zones, but that all things have their 
time.  And God’s time, or rather God’s timing, plays a part in what 
our time will hold. 
 
So what time is it for you?  In your life?  In your congregation’s 
life?  In the life of the Church?  In the context of our changing  
culture and world? 
 
As I look back on the times of my family, we are now past the  
season of small children and the rhythm of school activities, 
events, and sports.  I am glad for the time we spent watching 
games, choir concerts, piano lessons, and so much more.  I’m both 
sad and relieved that I don’t have to sit on the bleachers in a windy 
blizzard anymore, trying to distinguish the boy and the ball on a 
gridiron covered with falling snow.  These seasons of life pass, 
and while we’re glad to have had them, we know that time does 
not stand still.  We expect that there will be different seasons in a 
lifetime. 
 
It is more difficult, I think, to witness the end of a season that has 
spanned generations.  When a congregation closes, it is easy to 
feel not only deep grief, but a sense of failure, that somehow the 
current generation has not done what is necessary.  But what if 
that community of faith has accomplished all that was needful in 
its season?  No congregation that was founded by the apostles in 
the first century is still in existence.  Those communities of faith 
served for a time, the time that was given to them.  And they  
accomplished what was needful for their time, planting seeds of 
future churches and future faith. 
 
For everything there is a season; for people, for churches, for  
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institutions.  I grieved along with you at the  
announcement that Finlandia University will begin 
to end.  The impact on the community, the blow to 
its economy, to its sense of self and pride, can  
hardly be estimated.  It is a huge loss.   

And yet, I find it helpful to put this loss within the 
context of Ecclesiastes.  For Finlandia, its season is 
over, along with hundreds of other small colleges 
and universities that also will close because they 
cannot withstand the challenges and realities of our 
time.  This is not the result of some failure or lack 
of creative strategy or dedicated effort. 
 
This simply is.  Finlandia’s season is completed.  
And what remains is to end with grace and gratitude 
for all that was accomplished during its time.  We 
celebrate the vision of its founders, the education 
excellence, the nurturing of character and integrity 
of so many students, the dedication of faculty, staff, 
management, coaches, and more. 
 
No one and no thing lasts forever; not people, not 
congregations, not institutions.  Kingdoms and  
nations rise and fall.  Indeed, it is when something 
has existed for generations that we expect it to  
outlive us also.  But this generation may well  
witness the end of many things whose seasons will 
be complete during our time. 
 
Consider the rotary dial phone, the 35 mm film 
camera and the end of Kodak, the manual  
typewriter, cassette tapes, and the whole polyester 
fashion debacle of the 1970’s.  These things that 
were so essential to their time are not only obsolete 
now, but they only exist in antique shops, thrift 
stores, and dusty garage boxes.   
 
By the grace of God, our ministry efforts of the 

past, and those that will end in our time, will plant 
seeds for future churches and future faith.  The  
assets of one whose season is ending will provide 
new life for one whose season continues for future 
ministry.  The work of Christ and God’s purposes 
are far bigger than any single person, congregation, 
or institution.  God in Christ Jesus is in the business 
of new life, and has a particular flair for new life 
after death.  As the season of ministry ends for  
beloved efforts, traditions, congregations and  
institutions, God brings new life, new energy, new 
possibilities, new opportunities. 
 
So we contribute what we can, we participate as we 
are able, in the time that we have been given, to 
further the work of Christ that we know will  
continue long after we are gone. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Bishop Katherine Finegan 

 
“The church of Christ in every age 

beset by change, but Spirit-led, 
must claim and test its heritage 

and keep on rising from the dead.” 
~Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #729 

 
 

Transitions 
We rejoiced with Bethany, Escanaba as they  
celebrated the Installation of Pastor Lily  
Brondyke on Sunday, February 12.  May God 
bless this new partnership! 
 
We welcome Pastor Christine Olson as a full-
time Interim at Emmanuel, Menominee.  Pastor 
Christine began her efforts on February 20.  Many 
thanks to Pastor Keith Kolstad for serving as  
Administrative Interim.  May God bless Pastor 
Christine and the people of Emmanuel during this 
transitional time. 
 
We celebrate with Prince of Peace, Eagle River as 
a call was extended to and received by Pastor 
Grant Van Lishout.  Pastor Grant began his  
efforts on March 1.  An Installation date has been 
set for April 23, 2023 at 3 pm CT.  God bless their 
new partnership! 
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One Life 
 
I’ve lived many places in my 63 years.  I’ve met a lot of people.  I’ve been a student, teacher, and pastor in 
several different communities.  As I grow older, I reflect on those places and people.  I sometimes go 
online to not only catch up on the local news but to also look at the obituaries to see if I recognize any  
familiar names.  Sometimes I see a name that I vaguely recall and then read further.  
 
Recently I came across a name and obituary that caught my attention.  I won’t share the name, but this  
person died at a very young age.  Immediately when you see the young age of someone in an obituary, 
your mind starts to wander.  What happened that someone so young died? 
 
Below are some redacted excerpts from one of the most honest and profound obituaries that I have every 
read.  It is an obituary of this person, this “One Life.” 
 

“___________ lost her ongoing battle with addiction.  It’s impossible to capture a person in 
an obituary, especially someone whose life was largely defined by addiction.  To some, 
__________ was just a “junkie”—when they saw her in addiction, they stopped seeing 
HER. 
     
__________ had a hard life—one that most people can’t even imagine being real.  She  
always tried to push forward and persevere.  She made many good choices, but some bad 
ones too. 
 
In 2022________ relapsed.  She was so disappointed in herself, and she thought all her hard 
work had gone to waste.  Her last relapse is what ultimately took her from us. 
 
In honor of _______________’s life, we ask that the truth be spread regarding this epidemic 
and awareness be raised.  If you struggle with addiction and are reading this, please know 
that hundreds of thousands of families who have lost someone to this disease are rooting 
and praying for you.  It is never too late.  Let today be day one of the rest of your life. 
   
If you have a hard time understanding addicts, please educate yourself about this disease.  It 
does not discriminate.  They need us, they need our support.  Let’s stop the epidemic AND 
the stigma.” 

 
The obituary concluded with the Bible verse from  
2 Corinthians 12:9:  “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
 
Like me, I suspect that you could fill in the blanks above 
with the name of someone you lost because of an  
addiction.  Thanks be to God that God sees all of us, even 
when we see only part of each other.    
 
God never stops seeing us just as we are.  May we have an  
attitude of humility and compassion for all those struggling 
with addiction.  In the words of the obituary, “Let’s stop 
the epidemic AND stigma.”   
 
Pastor Jim Duehring 
Assistant to the Bishop and Director for Evangelical Mission 

Northern Light 



 

 

budgets, make policy decisions, or make decisions 
about what ministries a congregation undertakes.  
Those responsibilities are the role of either the  
congregation or their elected officers and council 
members. 
 

In closing, please reflect on these questions as they 
pertain to your congregation:  Do you call your  
pastors to be spiritual leaders rather than  
managerial leaders?  If yes, are you then adequately 
equipping lay leaders to step forward and shoulder 
the overall management responsibility?  I believe a 
yes answer to both questions leads to healthy  
relationships between a pastor and a congregation. 
 

Stay Informed 
As Synod Assembly approaches, please post the  
included Synod Assembly flyer 
on your fridge or at church and 
utilize the Synod Assembly 
website as we continually share 
updates:  nglsynod.org/
assembly/.  Sign up for Synod 
emails, browse workshops, 
view FAQ’s and more.  The 
Pre-Assembly Report will be 
available to download and print on April l2, 2023.   
 

Synod Assembly Registration 
We will gather May 18-20 at Northern Michigan  
University in Marquette, MI for a Bishop’s election.  
Bishop Finegan is available to serve another term. 

   

A quick guide on how to register, 
plus registration and payment are 
now available online on the  
Synod Assembly website:  
nglsynod.org/assembly/. 
 

Voters need to be registered 
before 5 pm ET on April 12 in  
order to take advantage of the  
registration rate of $125.  After 5 
pm ET on April 12, the late  
registration fee is $150.  The  
registration rate for visitors is  
$25. 

   

Registration for voters and visitors closes       
permanently at 5 pm ET on April 26, 2023 and 
will not open again due to technology  
requirements.   
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Pastors:  Spiritual or  
Managerial Leaders? 

written by Synod Vice President Chuck Thomas 
During the February meeting of Synod Vice  
Presidents (VPs) one of my VP peers asked if any 
of us had experienced congregation councils and 
pastors disputing their respective roles.  He posed 
the question:  Are rostered ministers (pastors) 
called to be spiritual leaders or are they expected to 
be managerial leaders?  I believe this question is 
worthy of reflection. 

 

In 1988, a merger 
of three Lutheran 
denominations, The 
Lutheran Church in 

America (LCA), the American Lutheran Church 
(ALC), and the Association of Evangelical  
Lutheran Churches came together to form our 
Church:  the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
America (ELCA).  Traditionally, the polities of the 
ALC and the LCA were a bit different.  While both 
denominations recognized the value of lay  
leadership, the LCA was hierarchal and placed 
more emphasis and power in the bishop’s office 
than in individual congregations.  It was also  
common for the pastor of a LCA congregation to be 
the council president.  The ALC placed more  
emphasis and power in individual congregations, 
and in ALC congregations pastors generally were 
not the council president or the business leader. 
That leads us to the question:  What is the ELCA’s 
polity regarding congregation leadership roles?  
The answer is found in the ELCA Model  
Constitution for Congregations. 
 

After a careful reading of Chapter 9 in the  
constitution, we find that under ELCA polity  
pastors are spiritual leaders.  They are responsible 
to preach the Word, administer sacraments, conduct 
public worship, provide pastoral care, offer  
instruction, confirm, marry, visit the sick, conduct 
funeral services, install elected lay leaders, equip 
the baptized for ministry, and many other duties 
pertaining to spiritual needs within the wider  
community. 
 

As a congregation member, a pastor has the same 
opportunity as any other member to express  
opinions about the business and mission of the  
congregation.  However, Chapter 9 does not  
specifically place responsibility on a pastor to be a 
staff manager, oversee the church building, prepare 



 

 

Information for 
Voting Members 

In order to vote at Synod  
Assembly, all voting members 
must be present in the ballroom 
at NMU.  We will not have  
remote voting this year.  Voting members are  
required to bring their own device (a smartphone, 
tablet or laptop) with wifi capability and a web 
browser and charger for elections. 
 

For more information, please be sure to read  
E-Notes and visit the Frequently Asked Questions 
section of the Synod Assembly website:   
nglsynod.org/assembly/. 
 
 
 

Assembly Week Workshops 
Join people from across the Northern Great Lakes 
Synod for a fun and interesting series of short  
programs May 15-17, 2023.  Free of charge to  

anyone, workshops are 50-
minutes each, with time for  
questions and comments.   
Advance registration is not  
required.  Workshop  

descriptions and Zoom links will be posted on the 
Synod Assembly website in April. 
 

Resources for Worship Planning 
Monday, May 15 at 11 am ET and Tuesday, May 16 
at 1 pm ET with Lucas Wickstrom, Chair of the 
NGLS Worship Committee 
 

Congregational Financial Check-Up 
Monday, May 15 at 5 pm ET with Pastor Terry 
Frankenstein, Synod Treasurer 
 

Fortune Lake:  Growing in Grace, Reconciling in 
Christ 
Monday, May 15 at 7 pm ET with Fortune Lake 
Lutheran Bible Camp’s Total Inclusion Task Force, 
Amanda Rasner, Camp Director  
 

“Could this be the Christ?”  A wellspring of 
scandals in John Chapter 4 
Tuesday, May 16 at 4 pm ET and Wednesday, May 
17 at 4 pm ET with Pastor Tommy Richter of Zion, 
Manistique 
 

All Are Welcome Here? 
Tuesday, May 16 at 7:30 pm ET with Pastor Jared 
Howard of Faith, Calumet; Vicar Melissa Salminen, 
Seminarian; and Pastor Bruce Thorsen of Bethany, 
Ishpeming.  
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Faithful Innovations:  What it is and how it can 
help your congregation 
Wednesday, May 17 at 1 pm ET and Wednesday, 
May 17 at 7 pm ET with Pastor Jim Duehring,  
Assistant to the Bishop 
 

#NGLSYouth 
Wednesday, May 17 at 7 pm ET with Stefanie Ehle, 
NGLS Youth Ministry Coordinator 
 

Contact Deacon Lori Ward at 
lori.ward@nglsynod.org or 615-519-1969 to  
receive a schedule with descriptions and Zoom links.  
    

A Warm NGLS Welcome to 
Our ELCA Representative 

Lori Fedyk, a member of Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church in  
Libertyville, IL serves as  
Treasurer of the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA).  She was elected to a  
six-year term by the ELCA Church 
Council in November, 2017 and 
began her term February 1, 2018. 

 

Prior to joining the ELCA as Treasurer, Lori was 
employed by Lutheran Life Communities in  
Arlington Heights, IL, where she served as  
Executive Vice President and Chief Financial  
Officer.  Lutheran Life Communities owns and  
operates continuing-care retirement communities in 
Illinois and Indiana.  Lori currently serves as a  
member of the Board of Directors and is chair of the 
Audit, Risk, and Investment Committee. 
 

Lori has over 30 years of business and financial 
leadership experience in both private and public  
industry and nonprofits, including eight years in 
public accounting with Arthur Andersen and eight 
years with Ulta Beauty as the Vice President –  
Controller and the Vice President of Marketing. 
 

Fedyk is a member of the ELCA Church Council 
and serves as an advisor on the board of trustees of 
the ELCA Foundation and Portico Benefit  
Services.  She is also the treasurer of her  
congregation.  Prior to joining the ELCA, she served 
six years on the Board of Trustees of Lutheran  
Immigration and Refugee Services. 
 

She received a Bachelor of Science degree in  
accounting from Illinois State University, Normal 
and became a certified public accountant in 1987. 



 

 
 
 
 

7 Synod Office Closed  
11 NGLS Leader Check-In, 2 pm ET 
 via Zoom 
12 Pre-Assembly Report will be 
 available on the Synod Assembly 
 website 
12 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 
14-16 Youth Advocacy Retreat in  
 Madison, WI 
19 Christ’s Kaleidoscope Committee 
 meeting, 10:30 am ET via Zoom 
23 Installation of Rev. Grant Van 
 Lishout at Prince of Peace, Eagle 
 River, 3 pm CT 
26 Synod Assembly registration 
 deadline for ALL voters and  
 visitors, 5 pm ET 
27 Lifelong Faith Formation  
 Committee meeting, 10 am ET 
 via Zoom 
28-29 Synod Council meeting via Zoom 
 
 
 
 
9 NGLS Leader Check-In, 2 pm ET 
 via Zoom 
10 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 
13 Synod Family Hike 
15-16 Synod Assembly Workshops 
 online 
18 Synod Council meeting in  
 Marquette 
18-20 Synod Assembly at Northern 
 Michigan University in  
 Marquette, MI 
22 NGLS Staff Meeting, 10 am ET 
29 Synod Office Closed 
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Synod Calendar 

Thank you to the following donors for their  
generous support of the work of Christ in and 

through our Synod. 

Companion Synod Support 
Salem, Ironwood 
 
ELCA Disaster Funds/
Lutheran World Relief 
Salem, Ironwood 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
Zion, Manistique 
Zion, Marinette 
Prince of Peace, Marquette 
St. Paul’s, Mass City 
Immanuel, Negaunee 
St. James, Rudyard 
Shepherd of the Lakes, Sayner 
Grace, South Range 
Trinity, Stonington  
 
ELCA Good Gifts 
Tri-County Conference  
 
Equipping the Saints  
Rev. Elisabeth & Wes Daniels 
First, Gladstone 
  
Leadership Support in the 
NGLS 
Bethany, Escanaba 
Christ the King, Escanaba 
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Gary & Chris Ebert  
Prince of Peace, Marquette  
Good Shepherd, Peshtigo 

Lutheran Social Services 
Emanuel, Skandia 
 
NGLS Clergy Debt Relief 
First, Gladstone 
 
NGLS Restricted General 
First, Gladstone 
Gloria Dei, Hancock 
 
NGLS Seminarian Support 
Trinity, Ishpeming 
 
Skrenes Fund for Ministry 
Bishop Tom & Luanne 
Skrenes 
 
Tanzania Projects 
Steve Bolek 
Ann Christiansen  
First, Gladstone 
Messiah, Marquette 
St. Paul’s, Mass City 
  
Website 
First, Gladstone 
 
WELCA 
Bethany, Ishpeming 
 
Youth Ministry 
First, Gladstone 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Pastoral Vacancies and Interims 
Our Savior’s, Marinette—Vicar Katy Tomlanovich, Student 
All Saints, Wakefield & Sharon, Bessemer—Rev. Lauri Maki 

St. James, Rudyard—Rev. Melinda VanderSys 
First, Iron River—Vicar Lance Crevier, Student 

Bethany, Ishpeming—Rev. Bruce Thorsen 
Bethel, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston 

Faith & Trinity, Ishpeming—Rev. Steve & Rev. Evelyn Weston 
Zion, Marinette—Rev. Doug Schoen 

Immanuel, Rhinelander—Rev. John Kuziej 
Immanuel, Negaunee—Rev. Bre Kinnunen 

Good Shepherd, Houghton—Rev. Soren Schmidt 
Porterfield, Porterfield & Beaver American, Pound—Rev. Ken Michaelis 

United, L’Anse—Rev. Julie Belew 
Ascension, Minocqua—Rev. Philip Johnson 
Pioneer Lake, Conover—Rev. Kari Vadis 

Emmanuel, Menominee—Rev. Christine Olson 
Bethany, Perkins & Trinity, Stonington—Rev. Terry Frankenstein 

As of 2/28 2022 2023 $ Change % Change 

Pledged Amount 779,995 759,463 -20,532 -2.6% 

Amount Received 102,296 

 

119,009 +16,713 +16.3% 

Designated Gifts 16,877 17,345 

 

+468 +2.8% 
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“We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord; 
trusting in his holy word, he’s never failed us yet.”  (ELW #633) 

 

The words in the hymn above encourage us to remember where our hope and where our help lies:  in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior.  We lean on God’s promise to never fail or forsake us, even as we strive to keep 
our ministries strong with fewer people and smaller budgets.  Following both our lowest calendar and fiscal 
years for mission support receipts since the Synod’s inception, we still trust that God will provide all that is 
needed. 
 

Mission support pledges for 2023 are down by over $20,500.  As we walk together as a Synod, working to 
share the love of Christ, we urge you to make every effort to meet and even exceed your pledge to this work.  
Your gifts make a difference. 
         - Betsy Koski, Bookkeeper 
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Prayfaithfully  
 

NGLS Daily Devotions Schedule 
April & May 2023 

April 2-8 Pastor John Kuziej 

April 9-15 Pastor Brahm Semmler Smith 

April 16-22 Judy Quirk 

April 23-29 Pastor Brenda Greenwald 

April 30-May 6 Pastor Norm Peterson 

May 7-13 Pastor Linda Forray 

May 14-20 Synod Assembly Writers 

May 21-27 Pastor Tommy Richter 

May 28-June 3 Melzee Jacobson 

Synod Website: 
www.nglsynod.org 

 
Find us on Facebook & YouTube 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 

A Lifetime of Praying!      www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 

 

             Prayer Calendar – April 2023 
 

1 Pray for those on the Autism spectrum, their families, friends and those who advocate, 
educate and celebrate their individuality.  Pray we discover those with Autism are Always 
Unique Totally Interesting Sometimes Mysterious.  

2 On this Palm Sunday, pray for all who welcome Jesus into their hearts and boldly 
proclaim, “Hosanna in the Highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  

3 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Linda Forray (4/3), George Kaiser 
(4/14) and Nancy Kauppi (4/16). 

4 Pray for accountants, treasurers, and tax preparers as they work long hours helping 
others get their taxes sent in on time.   

5 Pray for minorities seeking fair and affordable access to health care.   Bless the providers 
who bring their experience and expertise to the underserved.  

6 On this Maundy  Thursday, just as Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we pray that 
each of us may find joy and fulfillment in a life of service to others as disciples of our 
Savior, Jesus the Christ. 

7 On this Good Friday, we pray with gratitude that “You came from heaven to earth to show 
the way, from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, from the cross to the grave, from the 
grave to the sky, Lord I lift Your name on high.” 

8 
Pray for pastors who celebrate the anniversary of their ordination this month: Linda 
Forray (4/8), Breanne Kinnunen (4/22), and Terry Frankenstein (4/23). 

9 On this glorious Easter we proclaim “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” 
“Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, 
Alleluia! Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! Christ has opened paradise, 

Alleluia!”  

10 Pray the Golden Rule is not simply referenced but revered and put into practice across the 
world. Pray all people fearlessly act with compassion, empathy and respect. Pray that all 
people value their integrity and hold it dear when tempted by money, power or fame. 

11 Pray for all our Seminary students, especially Krystle Moraska, as they continue their 
preparation for rostered ministry. 

12 Pray for our NGLS Staff as they meet to discuss and conduct the business of our Synod. 
Bless their ongoing commitment to serving the needs of our congregations.  

13 Pray all people will discover their God-given gifts and nurture them and engage them for 
the greater good. For those who coach, mentor, guide and coax these gifts, a prayer of 
gratitude for their dedication.  

14 Pray for all participants in the Youth Advocacy Retreat as they gather today through April 
16.  Bless their exploration into social justice as it relates to hunger, biases against 
minorities and countless other topics deserving of our advocacy and civil engagement.  

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


15 In this National OT month, we pray for all occupational therapists who bring 
independence to activities of daily living. Bless their treatment strategies as they support 
individuals recovering from accidents, illness, and injuries.  

16 Pray for all active and reserve duty military as they serve our country and support others 
throughout the world in our unwavering quest for peace.  Bless their families as they too 
serve in their unselfish sacrifice of not having their loved ones home. 

17 Pray for those giving and receiving donated organs. Comfort those waiting for organs and 
bless those who give lifesaving gifts in the midst of personal loss.  

18 Pray we find that in “God there is a welcome, in God we all belong. May that welcome be 
our song!” Dare us to claim the promise of your love!  

19 Pray for all participants in the Christ’s Kaleidoscope meeting as they put love into action 
and see others as Jesus sees us. 

20 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Sherry Van Lishout (4/20). Chrys 
Hendrick (4/28), and Bob Patrick (4/29). 

21 Pray for the upcoming Synod Assembly, which takes place next month at Northern 
Michigan University.   

22 Today is Earth Day. Pray for our planet and for all creation. Empower and enlighten us as 
its caretakers that we responsibly preserve it for future generations by leaving it better 
than we found it.  

23 Pray for Pastor Grant Van Lishout as he is installed as the Pastor at Prince of Peace in 
Eagle River. Bless his ministry, the congregation and the community as he leads them in 
thought, word and deed.  

24 Pray for those living with diabetes as they seek to manage their condition.   

25 Pray for Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service as they work with people who have 
fled from their homes due to famine, hunger, war, or natural disasters. 

26 Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they meet today in Marquette and 
make plans for our ministries in our Synod and around the ELCA.  

27 Pray for those participating in the Lifelong Faith Formation Committee meeting as they 
seek ways to increase knowledge and understanding of the Bible, church history and 
contemporary Christian issues.  

28 Pray for the participants in the Synod Council meeting today and tomorrow. As they walk 
together, make them courageous leaders who work collaboratively in meeting the diverse 
challenges of coordinating Synod ministries, educational opportunities, financial 
challenges and fostering partnerships within our institutions and congregations.  

29 Pray for the congregations of St. Mark, Estonian (Laurel MD), St. Mark, Hagerstown, St. 
Mark, Hampstead, St. Mark, Myersville-Wolfsvill, St. Mark, Snydersburg, (Hampstead 
MD), St. Mark-St. Paul St., (Baltimore MD) and ST. Mark, (Wilmington DE).  

30 Pray for the members of Mbagala Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and their 
NGLS mission partner Immanuel Lutheran Church, Rhinelander. 

 



 A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 

A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 

 

             Prayer Calendar – May 2023 
 

1 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: Philip Johnson (5/1), Catie Ford 
(5/3), Grant Van Lishout (5/12), Tammy Barthels (5/13), and Rita Chirala (5/15). 

2 May is Mental Health Awareness Month; Pray that through associated events and activities 
we raise awareness of trauma and the impact it may have on the physical, emotional, and 
mental wellbeing of children, families, and communities. 

3 Pray for all those young adults who are confirmed this spring. May they continue to grow 
in faith towards Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

4 Pray for all older Americans.  Pray we respect and honor our elders accepting their wisdom 
and guidance on our own life journey.  

5 Pray for Licensed Lay Ministers who celebrate birthdays this month: Virginia Paulson 
(5/5). 

6 Today begins National Nursing Week through May 12.  Pray for all nurses everywhere as 
they welcome the newborn, care for the ill and comfort the dying. Bless this spectrum and 
continuum of care unique to nurses.  

7 May is Better Speech and Hearing Month. Pray for all Speech Pathologists and 
Audiologists as they evaluate and treat the young and old who present with developmental, 
neurologic, and age-related cognitive and communication impairments.  

8 Pray for all teachers, students, and staff at all levels of education as the school year winds 
down. Ease the anxiety associated with final exams, celebrate the achievement of each 
milestone and bless the next steps of their academic journey.  

9 Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month: Nick 
Johannes (5/10), Douglas Buck (5/18), Tom Otis (5/21), Tera Kossow (5/22) Norman 
Peterson (5/23), George Kaiser (5/24), and John Shallow (5/24). 

10 Pray for our Northern Great Lakes Synod Staff as they finalize plans for our Synod 
Assembly and continue to lead ministries in our Synod and around the ELCA. 

11 Pray that all people may persevere through varied life setbacks and find strength in seizing 
these challenges as opportunities.  

12 Pray for those who provide childcare and for those seeking affordable childcare.  Children 
learn through play, through interaction and through structured activities. Bless these 
opportunities and those who provide them.  

13 Pray we commit to observing, watching and listening to what our communities need from 
us. Compel us to invest in their future gifting our time, talent and treasure.  

14 Pray for mothers everywhere on Mother's Day. Pray for the women who long to be mothers 
or grieve infertility, miscarriage, and other losses of their children; and for all who grieve 
the loss of their mother. Pray that mothers recognize they don’t have to be perfect to be an 
amazing mom.  

15 Pray for those participating in the Synod Assembly online workshops this week.  Open 
their hearts and minds to the sustaining power of education.  

 

mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully


16 Pray for the congregations of St. Martin, (Annapolis, MD), St. Mary Lutheran 
(Westminster MD), St. Matthew (Keedysville, MD), St. Paul (Aberdeen, MD) St. Paul 
(Burkittsville, MD) St Paul (Cumberland, MD) and St. Paul-Curtis Bay (Baltimore, MD) 

17 Pray for all those planning, leading, and attending Baccalaureate services – that faith will 
continue to be supported in our communities and students will grow in their faith 
throughout their lives. 

18 Pray for all those who are participating in our Northern Great Lakes Synod Assembly today 
through May 20 at NMU. May our Synod continue to grow in faith and wisdom as we 
spread the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord to all the world and equip the saints for 
ministry.  

19 Pray for students who will be graduating from high schools, colleges and universities. May 
they be strong and courageous. May they not be afraid; May they not be discouraged, for 
the Lord their God will be with them wherever they go.  ~Joshua 1:9 

20 Pray for those impacted by suicide and for the families and friends suicide has devastated. 
Pray the darkness of today gives way to the light and promise of tomorrow. Pray that 
asking for help is seen as courageous and those answering that call for help are guided by 
your comfort and strength.  

21 Pray for pastors who celebrate birthdays this month: John Shallow (5/21) and Jack Busche 
(5/28). 

22 Pray for farmers and gardeners as they prepare and plant their crops and gardens. You 
have given us what we need to grow our food and feed our families. Thank you for the rain 
and sun as seeds take root and our bounty is brought forth.   

23 Pray for wildlife emerging from hibernation and giving birth to their young that they will 
find the food they need and be strong as they nurture a new generation. 

24 Pray for our clergy celebrating anniversaries of their ordinations this month: Dean 
Peterson (5/26), Doug Schoen (5/27), Tommy Richter (5/30), Mary Weinkauf (5/30), and 
Christine Thomas-Echelbarger (5/31). 

25 Pray for neighborhood connections as winter gives way to outdoor opportunities. Pray we 
see the power of a smile, a casual wave or a simple conversation as we venture outside for 
yardwork, walks and longer days.  

26 Pray for our Synod Staff as they follow-up on decisions and plans that were made during 
the Synod Assembly. 

27 Pray for camps and camping ministries, especially Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, as 
they gear up for the summer and as their summer staff members are trained. May the 
Holy Spirit empower and guide them as they watch over all who will be in their care 
this summer. 

28 Pray for members of Magomeni Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and their 
partner congregation Zion Lutheran Church, Manistique. 

29 On this Memorial Day, we remember all US military personnel who have died serving our 
country. We grieve with their families and pray that the day will come when no more wars 
are fought, and no more soldiers die 

30 Pray all people embrace curiosity and originality. Remind them the quality of their life is 
enhanced by the quality of the people in their life. 

31 Pray these words will give us comfort and assurance that we are not alone; “As you go on 
your way, may God go with you. May God go before you to show you the way. May God go 
behind you to encourage you, beside you to befriend you, above you to watch over, within 
you to give you peace.” 

“We pray for congregations in the Delaware-Maryland Synod 
as part of our domestic partner synod relationship.” 



Registration is OPEN  

for these Upcoming NGLS Youth Ministry Opportunities! 
Contact Stefanie at youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org  

with questions or for more information. 

 

April 14-16, 2023 

Youth in Advocacy Retreat  
 

High School Youth from across the 

U.P. and Wisconsin are invited to 

gather in Madison for a weekend in 

April to learn what it means to be an 

advocate and how advocacy relates 

to our Lutheran faith. Contact 

Stefanie (youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org) 

if you would like to be part of the 

NGLS delegation. Registration for this 

event is available at 

loppw.org/resources/youth-advocacy 

 

 

April 21-22, 2023 
I Love to Tell the Story: FLLC Jr/Sr 
High Retreat 
 
Join us at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
for the Jr/Sr High (7-12 grade) retreat. 
This year’s theme is “I Love to Tell the 
Story” and campers are invited to 
experience a weekend of favorites like 
games, songs, campfire, saunas, and 
more. Adult Leaders are encouraged to 
register and participate in the Adult 
Leaders Track on Saturday morning. 
Additional details and registration are 
available at 
http://fortunelake.org/event/jr-sr-high-
retreat/. 
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July 24-27, 2023  

Journey: Tri-Synod High 
School Youth Gathering 
 
The Northern Great Lakes Synod is 
excited to be partnering again with the 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin and the 
LaCrosse Area Synod for another 
regional youth gathering where high 
schoolers will encounter God and one 
another in new ways through creative 
ministry, challenging conversation, 
inspiring guest speakers, service 
learning, and uplifting worship. 
Additional details and a link to register 
are available at 
https://nwswi.org/journey. 
 
 
 
 

 

May 13, 2023 
Synod-Wide Family Hike 
 
The Northern Great Lakes Synod and U.P. 
Wild are co-sponsoring a Synod-Wide 
Family Hike this spring. There will be 
multiple hiking locations throughout the 
synod. Locations and start times will be 
posted on the synod website at 
https://nglsynod.org/youth/ 
We hope you can join us! 
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Wednesday, May 10, 7:15 p.m. ET at Bethany Lutheran, Ishpeming
Wednesday, May 17, 5:30 p.m. ET at Messiah Lutheran Church, Marquette

Please join us!
Dave Dagenais, Choir Director
Lucas Wickstrom, Accompanist and Bell Choir Director

Rehearsals
Please sign up by May 1 (info below) and attend rehearsals, if possible:

Synod Assembly Opening Worship
Northern Center Ballroom on the NMU Campus
Thursday, May 18,  6:00 p.m. ET Rehearsal, 7:00 p.m. ET Service
The color of the day for this service is red!

We will sing Hal Hopson’s "The Gift of Love," 2018 Arrangement, key of G Major, accompanied by the
Superior Handbells of the Marquette Area (the 1972 arrangement that so many of us know and love
has been updated nicely, and it’s very important that you sing from the 2018 arrangement).

A pdf of "The Gift of Love" is available from the Synod Office for your personal use.  Please
shred/recycle any reference copies you make.  Printed original copies will be available at the
rehearsals and the day of the service.

A recording of The Gift of Love with Handbell Accompaniment may be found at: 
 https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/media-player.jsp?&productID=10906881E&type=audio

SYNOD CHOIR

(906) 228-2300 or hoysti@nglsynod.org
Sign up by contacting Heather Oysti at the Synod Office by May 1

2023 Synod Assembly Opening Worship Service

https://www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/media-player.jsp?productID=10906881E&type=audio


 



Faithful Innovations—Holy Experiments 

We invite you to dig even deeper and consider how an intentional adaptive 

communal learning process could help your congregation.   Gather a team of 4 to 7 

lay people to join your rostered leader or licensed minister and experience the process 

of Faithful Innovations.  Your team will also receive coaching support.  Congregations 

with an interim leader also are very welcome to participate.  

 It all begins with LISTENING… 

1. LISTENING TO GOD  

•  DWELLING IN THE SCRIPTURES 

•  PRAYER 

2. LISTENING TO YOUR CHURCH 

    FAMILY 

•  ONE-ON-ONE CONVERSATIONS 

•  SHARING YOUR FAITH 

3. LISTENING TO YOUR 

    “NEIGHBORHOOD”  

•  WALKING AROUND AND PAYING 

      ATTENTION 

•  “GOD SIGHTINGS”  

Then, based on your listening, 
try an “experiment”. 
  

 

The Faithful Innovations Team from Ascension Lutheran, Minocqua, Wisconsin  

Faithful Innovations at Ascension is energizing and inspiring our congregation to 

think differently about what God is up to within and around our congregation.  Our 

team of seven found the three day-long workshops with orientation materials, the two 

coaching sessions provided by Jim Duehring, and our common read, The Agile Church 

by Dwight Zscheile, provided the support and challenge needed to begin and continue 

the work.  I can enthusiastically recommend Faithful Innovations to our NGLS 

congregations.  This experience pokes and prods in ways that may not otherwise be 

available and at a time in the life of the church when such is so crucial.     

                Rev. Philip Johnson, Interim Pastor 

To see more testimonials and learn more, go to our synod website at: 

www.nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations 

Next Faithful Innovations 

Trainings at Fortune Lake: 

• Saturday, June 17, 2023 

• Saturday, September 23, 2023  

• Saturday, November 11, 2023 

Cost is only $50 per congregation 

thanks to a generous grant from the 

ELCA.  Registration Deadline is 

June 1, 2023. Contact Pastor Jim 

Duehring at 906-228-2300 

http://www.nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations


2023 

Big Bear 

Award 
 

The World Hunger Committee is accepting  
nominations for the 2023 Big Bear Award, which will 
be presented at Synod Assembly in May.  Please use 
the following guidelines to submit your nomination: 

 
• Nominees must be a group (committee, task force, 

team, etc.) of a Northern Great Lakes Synod     
congregation that has made an exemplary effort in 
the area of hunger ministry. 

 
• Complete the information and return to the     

Northern Great Lakes Synod by May 1, 2023. 
  

No effort is too small or too big to be nominated! 

2023 Big Bear Award 
Nomination Form 

 
Name: 
____________________________________________________________ 
Committee, Task Force, Team, or other Group or Organization 
 
Congregation: ___________________________________________ 
 
City/town:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Contact person: ___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Brief description of project or accomplishment: 
____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Submitted by: ___________________________________________  
 
Congregation: ___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________  
 
Email:  ___________________________________________ 
 
 

Return to:   
Northern Great Lakes Synod 

1029 North Third Street, Suite A   
Marquette, MI  49855 

Or email the above information to kfinegan@nglsynod.org 

mailto:kfinegan@nglsynod.org


2023 Bread Basket 
Award 

 

The World Hunger Committee is accepting  
nominations for the 2023 Bread Basket Award, which 

will be presented at Synod Assembly in May.   
Please use the following guidelines to submit your 

nomination: 
 
• Nominees must be an individual of a Northern 

Great Lakes Synod congregation that has made an 
exemplary effort in the area of hunger ministry. 

   
• Complete the information and return to the    

Northern Great Lakes Synod by May 1, 2023 
      

No effort is too small or too big to be nominated! 

2023 Bread Basket Award 
Nomination Form 

 
Name: 
____________________________________________________________ 
The individual you are nominating 
 
Congregation: ___________________________________________ 
 
City/town:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Contact person: ___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Brief description of project or accomplishment: 
____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Submitted by: ___________________________________________  
 
Congregation: ___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________  
 
Email:  ___________________________________________ 
 

 

Return to:   
Northern Great Lakes Synod 

1029 North Third Street, Suite A   
Marquette, MI  49855 

Or email the above information to kfinegan@nglsynod.org 

mailto:kfinegan@nglsynod.org

