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Sunday, May 22, 2022

Text:  Psalm 67
May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.  Let your 
way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.  Let the peoples praise you, 
O God; let all the peoples praise you.  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge 
the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth. Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has
blessed us. May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 

As we begin this new week, let the words of the psalmist take root in your mind.  This is a prayer, but 
also a psalm of praise and joy.  Too often in our world today, hope and joy seem like distant 
memories.  Likewise, is the praise of thanksgiving to God, for all that God has blessed us with.  It is 
understandable that we sometimes struggle to find, or even feel, hope and joy.  For there is a lot of 
brokenness in our world.  Which is why this psalm can be so helpful.  

For the psalmist begins in prayer to God, asking for mercy and the illumination of God’s face upon the
world.  Then acknowledging the many blessings that God, and God’s good creation, bring to the 
people.  And finally calling upon the people to give thanks and praise to God.  But in doing so, the 
psalmist also highlights the intimate relationship God has with us.  God is not a far off, isolated deity.  
This psalm is a conversation with God who is present, active, and merciful toward God’s creation.  
There is a sense of hope for the future and joy in the present.  The world may not be perfect, but in 
spite of our brokenness, there are many blessings from God.  Hold onto these words when struggles 
come and recall the loving presence of God.

Let us pray:  Eternal God, you bring forth many blessings and signs of hope and joy to our world.  
When we struggle to remember this, shine forth your light as a sign of your loving presence.  Ease 
our hearts and minds when we are troubled, and may our praise and thanksgiving be signs of our 
gratefulness for all that you have given.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

____________________________________

Monday, May 23, 2022

Text:  Matthew 28:19-20a
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them everything that I have commanded you.” 

Holy Baptism is something that we do as followers of Jesus Christ because he “commanded” us to do
so.  The practice of immersing in water, as a connection to a faith tradition, is fairly ancient.  But the 



practice of immersing in water as a means of dying, so as to rise again, is unique to followers of 
Jesus Christ.

I’d like you to consider your baptismal identity, as a follower of Jesus Christ, remembering that it is a 
dying event.  When we are born, we are already beloved children of God, made in the image of God, 
but, as much as we don’t like to say it, sinful and broken.  We cannot on our own, achieve redemption
from this brokenness.  But because baptism is a public proclamation of believing in the promised 
hope given in Jesus Christ, and because it is an act of God, we are forgiven through the waters of 
baptism.  But take note, the key part there is, baptism “is an act of God.”

Jesus said to baptize “them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”.  That is 
the essential part.  Baptizing is what Jesus commands us to do.  But it is an act of God and God 
alone.  So why baptize, besides being commanded to do so?  Because in the waters of baptism, our 
old self dies, so that God’s new creation can rise again.  We’re still the beloved child of God we were 
before the water.  But now our identity is firmly rooted in the cross of Christ and the promised hope of 
new life eternal.  Whose we are remains unchanged.  But out of the water, who we are, becomes 
clearer.

Let us pray:  Holy God, we give you thanks for the gift of baptism and the forgiveness of our sins.  
May your Spirit continually wash over us, leading and guiding us to proclaim the hope found only in 
you.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

____________________________________

Tuesday, May 24, 2022

Text:  Matthew 3:13-17
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.  John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.”  Then he consented.  And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
out of the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Consider how Jesus’ baptism is essential to our own baptismal identity.  You may recall that John, 
related to Jesus, was a prophet who lived in the wilderness of Judea.  He gained a following as one 
who proclaimed God’s word, even as that word was somewhat harsh.  In addition, John used water to
baptize his followers.  Immersing in water as a connection to a faith tradition was not new, as some 
Jews baptized as a way of washing away the old when converts came to the Jewish faith.

What made John a little different is why he was baptizing the people who came to him.  Matthew’s 
Gospel says, “they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.”  John, in response
to the Jewish leaders who came to be baptized said, “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals.  He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit…”

You see, John marks a shift in the act of baptizing.  Like the ancient practice, he washes away the old
with water.  But it is in preparation of a new creation by the one who is to follow him.  And John 
recognizes that the thing that separates us from God, is our sin.  But one’s baptismal identity is more 



than just the confession and forgiveness of sins.  It is being part of something outside of yourself.  If 
Jesus wasn’t baptized, then our baptism would not join us to his baptism, death, and resurrection.  
And our identity would not be in Jesus Christ.  

Let us pray:  Loving God, in the waters of baptism you join us together with Christ.  May our identity 
be always centered in our baptism, knowing that it is from those waters, we are forgiven.  In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.

____________________________________

Wednesday, May 25, 2022

Text:  Romans 6:3-5
“Do you know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his.”

The Apostle Paul writes, “Do you know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death?”  Well to be honest, Paul, in our baptismal rite, we just kind of allude to that 
fact.  We don’t really say it.  Nowhere do we actually say when baptizing someone that they are being
baptized into the death of Jesus Christ.  And yet that notion is spread throughout Paul’s writings.  But 
no one really likes thinking about death or being “buried with [Jesus] by baptism into death”.  This is 
especially true when we have a little baby before us, with family publicly proclaiming this child is a 
child of God. 

But here’s the thing, death is necessary for resurrected new life to come.  And it’s not some 
necessary-evil, like a toll to be paid.  It’s a necessary destruction of “the body of sin” so that “we might
no longer be enslaved to sin.”   When we join to Christ in his death, we are betting our eternal life on 
it.  Yet it only happens when we die to the sin that enslaves us.  Then the barriers are removed and 
new life can flourish.  

But here’s the best part.  Death is not the end.  Eternal life is yet to come.  BUT, in the meantime, as 
Paul writes, “…if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.”  Now this 
certainly applies to eternal life, but it also gives us purpose for our baptismal life.  That is, we are now 
freed from the power of sin and death, so that we may offer this hope and joy to our neighbors.  We 
are blessed to “live with him” so that we may share this gift with others.  Baptism into Christ’s death is
not meant for a select few, but rather for ALL who believe God’s promises are true.  “…whoever has 
died is freed from sin.”  As Martin Luther put it, freed from sin, freed for love and service to all.  And it 
is only from death that our new identity, and new mission, as baptized beloved children of God, 
comes.  “…so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might
walk in newness of life.”

Let us pray:  Merciful God, death is a reality in our world.  Yet we know that by your grace, through 
our faith, we are freed from the power of death.  As we strive to live out our baptismal identity in 
Christ, may your love always lead and guide us in newness of life.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

____________________________________



Thursday, May 26, 2022

Text:  Acts 2:37-42
“Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”  Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”  And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”  So 
those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added.  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.”

In the early Church, Peter and the other Apostles were gathered in Jerusalem speaking to a crowd of 
people.  Specifically, the ones who “sneered and said [of those who received the Holy Spirit and 
spoke in tongues on Pentecost] They are filled with new wine.”  In his teaching to them, Peter laid out 
the argument for faith in Jesus Christ as the Messiah and the sole source of salvation.  Apparently, it 
worked, because “they were cut to the heart” by what Peter said and asked, “Brothers, what should 
we do?”  In doing so their sins “may be forgiven” and they would “receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
But then Peter says this, “For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”

This story from Acts reminds us that our baptismal identity is not something of our choosing or 
creation.  Nor is it limited to whom we believe is worthy of such an identity.  This story also makes 
clear that our baptismal identity is not a passive existence.  Being a baptized child of God means that 
we engage with our faith through hearing the word, gathering together as the one body of Christ, 
sharing the Lord’s Supper, and praying.  Being a baptized child of God is not just an identity or a title. 
It's a way of life and an active engagement in response to God’s boundless love.  It’s embracing the 
promise made, “for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to him.”

Let us pray:  Almighty God, we give you thanks that you call each of us to you in the waters of 
baptism.  We pray that you would grant us the strength and wisdom to actively live out our faith as 
your baptized beloved children, showing forth to all the world your love, grace, and mercy.  In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.

____________________________________

Friday, May 27, 2022

Text:  1Corinthians 12:12-13
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body -- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free -- and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”

Throughout the centuries, Holy Communion has started a lot of fights and schisms within the larger 
Church.  But for the most part, baptism has not.  Among most of the mainstream Christian 
denominations, if you are baptized in one church, you are baptized in any church.  Why is that?  I’d 
argue that it’s because of what Paul says here.  He writes, “Indeed, the body does not consist of one 
member but of many…If all were a single member, where would the body be?”  



The thing we must remember as baptized followers of Jesus Christ, is that we are not “one member.” 
Paul says, “God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as [God] chose.”   For when 
we gather as a congregation, we do not do so as individuals, or even as an individual congregation.  
We don’t even gather just as the ELCA.  We gather as “God arranged,” as the “the body of Christ and
individually members of it.”  We were “all baptized into one body.”  

Paul continues, “But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 
that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one 
another.  If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice 
together with it.”  That’s what being “baptized into one body” means.  Loving and caring for ALL 
members of the one body of Christ.  That is our baptismal identity, and our baptismal, way of life.

Let us pray:  Gracious God, we give you thanks for the one body of Christ which, through the waters 
of baptism, we are joined to.  Help us to always remember this so that, when “one member suffers,” 
we might be moved by love to show compassion and mercy.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

____________________________________

Saturday, May 28, 2022

Text:  Psalm 97
The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
Clouds and darkness surround the Lord, righteousness and justice are the foundations of 
God’s throne.  
Fire goes before the Lord, burning up enemies on every side. 
Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.  
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth. 
The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord, and all the peoples see your glory.  
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods!  Bow down before 
the Lord, all you gods.  
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, because of your judgments, O Lord.  
For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.  
You who love the Lord, hate evil!  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from 
the hand of the wicked. 
Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart.  
Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name.

As we end another week, the psalmist offers us a warning and a call toward following the righteous 
path of God.  God is Almighty, and the psalmist reminds us of that truth, while also reminding us that 
God is not unjust, vengeful, or cruel.  Sometimes, when life seems especially challenging, it is 
tempting for us to blame God or see God’s omnipotence as the cause of our suffering.  We know that 
“The LORD reigns…[and] righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne,” but we 
wonder if the “Fire” and trembling of the earth is what God truly wants.

So, the psalmist reminds us it is righteousness, justice, and love that define God and God’s 
relationship with us.  The darkness and evil of our world are not what God desires.  They are the 
easier path for us to walk, but they are not the path God calls toward.  Instead, we are called to hold 
God as “most high”, righteous, just, and loving; a light that “dawns for the righteous, and joy for the 
honest of heart.”



Let us pray:  Good and gracious God, you are merciful, righteous, and just.  We do not always 
deserve your boundless love, but we are grateful that you give it anyway.  Guide us in the path of 
your righteousness and may we rejoice always in your ever-present love and mercy.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray.  Amen.

____________________________________
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