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Devotions – July 25-31, 2021
By Pastor Brahm Semmler Smith
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Hancock, MI
Over this past year, I have caught a number of Haiku prayers that have been daily shared on
Facebook by a pastor. The haiku is a Japanese poetic form that consists of three lines, with five
syllables in the first line, seven in the second, and five in the third. You can search for them on
Facebook using the title “Haiku Prayers.” They have often been a blessing and morsel of grace,
giving me a glimpse of God.
For my devotions, I used these prayers as inspiration to try it out myself, matching a portion of a
Psalm as well as images I have taken this summer to use multiple senses that help me try to catch
glimpses of God in different ways.

Sunday, July 25, 2021

Psalm 121:1-4
1

I lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?
2
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
3

He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
4
He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.

Prayer:
Remind me, O God
to lift up my eyes, even
when they are weary.
It has been a year.
You are my help, Creator
guide me to the dawn.
Reflect your image
upon my soul and spirit
give me rest this day.

Monday, July 26, 2021

Psalm 40: 1-2
1

I waited patiently for the LORD;
he inclined to me and heard my cry.
2
He drew me up from the desolate pit,
out of the miry bog,
and set my feet upon a rock,
making my steps secure.

Prayer:
Often, I am drawn
to go my own way, down paths
that are miry clay.
Sin. Selfishness. So
often my focus becomes:
Me, myself and I.
Set my feet upon
the steps you place before me.
Pick me up again.

Tuesday, July 27, 2021

Psalm 103:15-18
15

As for mortals, their days are like grass;
they flourish like a flower of the field;
16
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.
17
But the steadfast love of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting
on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s
children,

Wednesday, July 28, 2021

18

to those who keep his covenant
and remember to do his commandments.

Prayer:
You create flowers
That shine like the summer sun,
signs of life abound.
And yet, their/our days
are numbered and short. But your
Love is everlasting.

Psalm 46:1-3

Prayer:

1

Sometimes waters roar
around me and I cannot
ignore the rapids.

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the
earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of
the sea;
3
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its
tumult.

You promise to be
my refuge, my strength, my help.
Often still I doubt.
Help me be okay
knowing doubt and faith connect
me to you, my God.

Thursday, July 29, 2021

Psalm 29: 7-11
7

The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames
of fire.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the
wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.
9

The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to
whirl,
and strips the forest bare;
and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’
10

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for ever.
11
May the LORD give strength to his people!
May the LORD bless his people with
peace!

Prayer:
Fire captures our gaze
it dances, burns, and makes ash
destroys and renews.
Use your voice to make
new and refine your people
Bless us with your peace.

Friday, July 30, 2021

Psalm 104: 13-15
13

From your lofty abode you water the
mountains;
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your
work.
14
You cause the grass to grow for the cattle,
and plants for people to use,
to bring forth food from the earth,
15
and wine to gladden the human heart,
oil to make the face shine,
and bread to strengthen the human heart.
Prayer:
Raspberries grow red
a sign of sweet, ripe fruit. You
nurture this vast world.

Yet some places are
parched with drought, burning, dying
send your sustenance.
Strengthen the hearts of
all who feel withered, thirsty
with holy water.

Saturday, July 31, 2021

Psalm 8:3-9

and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the
seas.
8

3

When I look at your heavens, the work of
your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have
established;
4
what are human beings that you are
mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?
5

Yet you have made them a little lower than
God,
and crowned them with glory and honor.
6
You have given them dominion over the
works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
7
all sheep and oxen,

9

O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Prayer:
Thank you for dogs, lakes
and all of your creation
Gift and blessing, all.
Guide our hearts, our minds
majestic are your gifts you
bless us to care for.

