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Sunday, February 13, 2022 
 
Text:  Luke 6:17-26 

17He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples 
and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and 
Sidon. 18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were 
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, 
for power came out from him and healed all of them. 

20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of God. 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22“Blessed are you when people hate 
you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 
23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is 
what their ancestors did to the prophets. 24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have 
received your consolation. 25“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to 
you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 26“Woe to you when all speak 
well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets. 

 
I was so excited to get to Luther College to study religion. I felt the call to ministry at a young 
age. My first semester “Introduction to the Bible” class was life changing. One day while 
studying in the cafeteria, I revealed to my tablemates that I didn’t know what “Yahweh” meant. I 
didn’t remember learning about it before. A girl from the dorms started laughing. “You want to 
be a pastor and you don’t even know ‘Yahweh?!?’”  She laughed harder, pointed at me, and then 
doubled over laughing at the ridiculousness of my vocational aspirations and lack of knowledge. 
At the time it was mortifying.  

 
“Yahweh” is a way to say God in Hebrew without actually naming God. It is the tetragrammaton 
which is YHWH and it has been transliterated as Yahweh. Some scholars believe it means “He 
Brings into Existence Whatever Exists.” These days it’s mostly fallen into disuse. Jewish writers 
use the forms of Elohim or Adonai when discussing God. 
 



That day in the cafeteria was a blessing because although it stung at the moment, it pushed me to 
learn more. Her mocking didn’t stop my curiosity. It drove me to get closer to God. I devoured 
knowledge about the Son of Man. It’s so good that she blessed me with that embarrassment. It 
made me stronger and smarter.  

 
Let’s pray:  Yahweh, when we feel cursed help us to look towards your blessings. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, February 14, 2022 
 
Text:  1 Corinthians 15:20-34 

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 
21For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come 
through a human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23But 
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 
24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has 
destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27For “God has put 
all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “All things are put in subjection,” 
it is plain that this does not include the one who put all things in subjection under him. 
28When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to the 
one who put all things in subjection under him, so that God may be all in all. 29Otherwise, 
what will those people do who receive baptism on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not 
raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 30And why are we putting ourselves 
in danger every hour? 31I die every day! That is as certain, brothers and sisters, as my 
boasting of you—a boast that I make in Christ Jesus our Lord. 32If with merely human 
hopes I fought with wild animals at Ephesus, what would I have gained by it? If the dead 
are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33Do not be deceived: “Bad 
company ruins good morals.” 34Come to a sober and right mind, and sin no more; for some 
people have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 

 



One Valentine’s Day at the assisted living home I was chaplain at, I walked into devotions very 
chipper wishing everyone cliche holiday greetings. I stopped mid-sentence looking around the 
room. Every single person except myself was a widow or widower. Thinking about sweethearts 
wasn’t cute or cheesy. It was something else. For some of them, it was visibly painful. I 
acknowledged it out loud, floundering as I did. Then was rescued by a beautiful ninety-year-old 
who boldly said, “I miss my Valentine every day. He was a good man.”  We cried. We 
remembered. It wasn’t chocolates and flowers, but it was real.   

Devotions only lasted 15 minutes at best, but that day the knowledge that all die, but will be 
made alive through Christ was necessary hope. Good company convicts our morals. Together we 
leaned hard on the knowledge of God. We did so knowing that we wait with anticipation for the 
day that we join the saints of light. It wasn’t morbid. It was hopeful. Those folks had known 
gritty love, the “in good times and bad” love, the “in sickness and health” love…They were 
sober enough to know what that really meant, and they were not ashamed. We smiled and cried 
and knew that God was Good. 

Let’s pray:  God, may we know loving relationships that stay with us and strengthen us. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 
 
Text:  2 Corinthians 1:12-19 

12Indeed, this is our boast, the testimony of our conscience: we have behaved in the world 
with frankness and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God—and all 
the more toward you. 13For we write you nothing other than what you can read and also 
understand; I hope you will understand until the end— 14as you have already understood 
us in part—that on the day of the Lord Jesus we are your boast even as you are our boast. 

15Since I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a double 
favor; 16I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from 
Macedonia and have you send me on to Judea. 17Was I vacillating when I wanted to do 
this? Do I make my plans according to ordinary human standards, ready to say “Yes, yes” 
and “No, no” at the same time? 18As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been 
“Yes and No.” 19For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, 
Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not “Yes and No”; but in him it is always “Yes.” 



Paul’s letter to the people of Corinth is doing a couple of things. It seems he was accused of 
vacillating. Paul clarified his mission and likely changed courses. He used this misunderstanding 
as an opportunity to further teach about the ways of Christ.  Most of us didn’t start as murderers 
only to have a roadside conversion, but conversion story aside Paul can be very relatable. His 
human brokenness... His plans that don’t work out…His great joys and even his name-calling! 
It’s easy to think, if God can work through someone like Paul, then there is hope for me too!  

We can take the questions Paul posed in our reading and hear them for ourselves. “Do I make my 
plans according to ordinary human standards, ready to say, “yes, yes” and “no, no” at the same 
time?” We do. We promise more than we can handle. Life gets in the way. We waffle. We are 
unable to set clear boundaries. We have trouble saying, “no.” Sometimes in life “no'' is the 
loving and faithful answer. Then what do we do with the Son of God, with Jesus Christ it is 
always yes? That “yes” is empowering us to choose. Yes, you know how to follow Christ. Yes, 
you can be God in the world. Yes, you are a beloved child of God. God sees your Good. 

Let’s pray:  Jesus, help me be your “yes” in the world. Strengthen me for the times “no” is the 
faithful answer. Amen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
 
Text:  Luke 11:37-52 
 
37While he was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him; so he went in and took 
his place at the table. 38The Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not first wash before 
dinner. 39Then the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and 
of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40You fools! Did not the one 
who made the outside make the inside also? 41So give for alms those things that are within; 
and see, everything will be clean for you. 42“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint 
and rue and herbs of all kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you ought 
to have practiced, without neglecting the others. 43Woe to you Pharisees! For you love to 
have the seat of honor in the synagogues and to be greeted with respect in the 
marketplaces. 44Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them 
without realizing it.” 45One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, when you say these 
things, you insult us too.” 46And he said, “Woe also to you lawyers! For you load people 



with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not lift a finger to ease them. 47Woe to 
you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed. 48So you are 
witnesses and approve of the deeds of your ancestors; for they killed them, and you build 
their tombs. 49Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and 
apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’ 50so that this generation may be 
charged with the blood of all the prophets shed since the foundation of the world, 51from 
the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the 
sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be charged against this generation. 52Woe to you lawyers! 
For you have taken away the key of knowledge; you did not enter yourselves, and you 
hindered those who were entering.” 
 
 
Several times in Jesus’ ministry he dines with the Pharisees. Those present likely didn’t view 
him as an outsider but as a leader such as themselves. Seeing him as an equal, their guards were 
probably down. Meaning when he packed some heat to his punches, the blows landed hard.  
 
For us today a similar situation might be in how we can easily blow off armchair quarterbacking 
or armchair psychology. We know it’s easy to sit off to the outside and tell someone what they 
should do. It’s harder to do it. So when someone who is out there doing it offers up real critiques, 
we feel it. Then again because those critiques hurt, they often mean something to us. That 
information is valuable and transformative.  
 
It’s actually pretty funny in our lesson when the lawyers sort of say, “Whoa Jesus that’s a bit 
close to home, ease up a little.” Jesus’ response of course is, “I’m coming for you next.” Then he 
does not hold back. He comes for the lawyers and his worlds demand authenticity. He wants 
genuine care and love. Not posturing or fake sincerity. He wants us to live out our vocational 
callings with truth, compassion, and justice. If we cannot do that, Jesus will call us to task. 
Tough love hurts, but it can help too.  
 
Let’s pray:  God, may I openly receive your love, even when it’s the tough kind. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, February 17, 2022 
 
Text:  Romans 8:1-11 

8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the 
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But 
you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 

 

Paul isn’t splitting humans into two parts, but rather talking about two ways of living. The flesh 
is the sinful way, and the “spirit” way is being freed to follow Christ. We are both saints and 
sinners (i.e., flesh living).  There is a lot of intermingling of these two ways.  

Lately, during the morning rush to get two kids to school and myself to church, I have 
discovered my default is not “spirit living.” The first three times I ask the kids to put their boots 
on it is “spirit life,” but times 4-6 it is flesh living. It gets ugly. I can yell pretty good at 8:15 am 
when we should already be in the car and yet we’re not.  

Recently, I have had to mentally back off and switch “drivers.” I know when the way of the flesh 
is driving my life and my emotions. I can step back and mentally remove that driver and ask 
spirit life to take the wheel. The flesh isn’t always willing to give up the power of the drive, but 
it’s better for everyone when she does.  

My kids like spirit life better and I do too. I don’t like how I feel when flesh living is in charge. 
Spirit living offers a more abundant life. It’s worth fighting for. Is there a place in your life 
where you feel spirit life needs to take the wheel? How can you work towards that?  



Let’s pray:  Jesus, empower me to embrace my spirit life especially when flesh living has been 
my default. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Friday, February 18, 2022 

 
Text:  1 John 2:12-17 

12I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven on account of his name. 
13I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am 
writing to you, young people, because you have conquered the evil one. 14I write to you, 
children, because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who 
is from the beginning. I write to you, young people, because you are strong and the word of 
God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 15Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. The love of the Father is not in those who love the world; 16for all that 
is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in riches—comes not 
from the Father but from the world. 17And the world and its desire are passing away, but 
those who do the will of God live forever. 

 

The author of First John seems to be practicing some sort of “highs and lows” approach to 
communication. Highlighting the positive for children, young people, and fathers (which is 
probably cultural and we can read as fathers and mothers or even men and women), before 
offering a warning or critique. The writer of John sees good in all of those groups. God is known 
by them. God forgives their sins and abides with them. This is followed by, do not love the world 
or desire things of the world. It is easy to get bogged down in worldly desires.  

We think along the lines of:  

-If I just had a little more in my 401k. 
-If I just had my own place. 
-If I had those Nike shoes. 
-That new toy… 
-More… 



 One of my favorite adult lies I like to tell myself is the old, “After X date things will slow 
down.” It’s not true. It’s a lie. Things never seem to slow down. They just get differently busy. 
Yet many of us obsess over that mystical easier future time. God loves us too much to let us be 
stuck in a perpetual tomorrow. God wants us to live truly and faithfully today. We have God’s 
love. “More” is not going to change that. The things we aspire to in this world will not matter in 
the kingdom to come. God loves you too much to leave you like this.  Beloved child, trust that 
love.  

Let’s pray:  God, help me to see and be the good you see in me. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, February 19, 2022 
 
Text:  Luke 12:57-59 
 
57“And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? 58Thus, when you go with your 
accuser before a magistrate, on the way make an effort to settle the case, or you may be 
dragged before the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer throw 
you in prison. 59I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the very last penny.” 
 
Confrontation, a Midwesterner’s favorite pastime. That is a joke. We are terrible at 
confrontation. Spending 30 minutes vaguely hinting at a transgression or avoiding it at all costs 
is more our style. Yet, here in Luke’s Gospel we are encouraged to confront issues head on. 
Direct and clear communication is actually kinder than hiding it or dancing around it. 
Transparent communication stops most events from getting out of hand.  
 
In our new house, we have several rotary dimmer knobs. You can dim them all the way off by 
spinning them or pushing them on and off. At first, we believed I was a “pusher” and my 
husband was a “turner.”  Because of that we had to push and turn every time to work the lights. 
We were silently annoying each other. I finally vocalized the frustration. When we realized that 
we both felt the same way we laughed it off.  
 
We still push/turn constantly, and we cannot remember who was doing what so now we push 
half the time and turn the other half and we’re messing ourselves up, but it’s not stressful. It’s 
just another one of the many weird quirks of being us. Jesus is right. Sometimes you just have to 



say something. Rather than being imprisoned by the issue at hand, confront it, no matter how big 
or small.  

 
Let’s pray:  God, help me choose to laugh today. Amen. 
 
 


