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Sunday, February 27, 2022

Text:  2 Corinthians 3:12-13
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil
over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being
set aside.

What allows us to act with boldness? In Second Corinthians Paul writes that it is with the hope
we find through the suffering and death of Christ, that we find the hope of the resurrection.

As the winter draws on and much of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and Northern Wisconsin is
buried under snow, we have hope in the death and decay of winter. Leaves from the fall, grass,
and bulbs lay dormant in a state of death, waiting with hope for the spring. Spring will usher in
new vegetation and new growth from the nutrients produced through that which has died.

Resurrection is a natural cycle to our world. As Richard Rohr writes in his book The Universal
Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See, Hope For, and Believe,
“Resurrection and renewal are, in fact, the universal and observable pattern of everything. We
might just as well use nonreligious terms like “springtime,” “regeneration,” “healing,”
“forgiveness,” “life cycles,” “darkness,” and “light.” (p. 99) Each year we get to see this
boldness lived out in nature before our eyes. The boldness of the first tulips and crocuses to
emerge from the ground.

We have the boldness to act in freedom and truth because of the hope we have in the
resurrection. Death is not the end. Fall is not the end. We have hope in the resurrection. We have
hope in spring.

Let us Pray: God of resurrection, we give thanks for the hope that we have through the suffering
and death of Christ. We pray that we find the boldness to speak truth. Regenerate and renew in
us life, as we live out our daily lives. We pray this in your name. Amen.



Monday, February 28, 2022

Text:  Exodus 35:1-3
Moses assembled all the congregation of the Israelites and said to them: These are the
things that the LORD has commanded you to do:
Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a holy sabbath of
solemn rest to the LORD; whoever does any work on it shall be put to death. You shall kindle
no fire in all your dwellings on the sabbath day.

Do you take a sabbath? Do you have a day of rest and relaxation in which you can give thanks to
God? It seems that at times in our lives we might go weeks or months without truly getting a
sabbath.

God gives us permission to take a day off. Each of us needs time in our weekly lives where we
can rest, where we can reflect, and give thanks to God. Sometimes this can feel like a chore. In
the busy lives that many of us live, perhaps this feels impossible. No matter where you are in
your life this can be hard. People who are students, working, retired, parents, grandparents,
children of aging parents all face difficulties of finding time to rest.

The idea of taking a sabbath is countercultural. In a society where efficiency and output are
valued, where it seems that we are pushed to be busier and busier it is countercultural to take a
day to stop our productivity, rest, and give thanks. And yet that is exactly what we are invited to
do. As the old saying goes “Hearses don’t have trailer hitches.” What we accomplish or don’t
accomplish in our lifetime is of no consequence in eternity. If that last load of laundry didn’t get
done or an email didn’t get sent until Monday morning it has little consequence. However, taking
time each week to push pause on our busy lives and give thanks to God will bring us energy to
tackle the week ahead.

Let us pray: God of creation, we give thanks that you have invited us to push pause on our busy
lives. Help us to find balance in our lives between productivity and rest. We pray that you give us
strength to say no to overexerting ourselves and that you inspire us to celebrate the sabbath in
renewing ways. Amen.

Tuesday, March 1, 2022

Text:  Ezekiel 2:1
He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.



Are we listening for God? This verse from Ezekiel is the transition between the prophet’s vision
of the chariot and God’s call to him to bring a message to the people of Israel. If only discerning
the voice of God were as easy as a chariot appearing in the sky before us. If only discerning the
voice of God were as easy as a voice from heaven declaring, “Thus says the Lord.”

God continues to speak to us; God continues to call us and reach us in unique ways. Are we
listening for God? Or are we too caught up in our own lives to see the way that God might be
speaking to us?

We are invited by God to listen. God speaks to us in countless ways some of which include the
voices of others, through signs, through scripture, through connections we can make in our own
lives to the word of God. We are invited to listen to the unique ways that God speaks to each of
us, the unique way that God calls each of us.

Let us pray: Lord God, we give thanks for the ways that you speak to and call each of your
beloved children. Open our ears to hear and our eyes to see the ways in which you are speaking
to us. We pray that your words find our hearts, as we continue to live in service to you. Amen.

Wednesday, March 2, 2022

Text:  Psalm 51:1-4
51 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are
justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.

Today is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the season of Lent. Many of us will have ashes placed
on our head as we mark the beginning of this season of penitence. We are sinful and fall short of
the glory of God. Yet we are reminded that we have a loving, merciful and steadfast God who
forgives us of our sins.

I remember the words of the confession that the congregation I grew up in spoke, “We have
sinned against you in thought word and deed, by the things we have done and by the things we
have left undone.” Many of us are aware of the ways we have sinned through what we have
done. But we often find it more difficult to acknowledge where our inaction is sinful. Regardless,



if our sins are of what we have done or what we have failed to do, we have comfort in the mercy
of God that although we are sinful, we are loved, and we are forgiven.

Let us pray: God of forgiveness, help us to see the ways we have sinned against you and against
others, through what we have done and what we have left undone. Forgive us for the ways we
have sinned against you and against our siblings. Fill our hearts with love for you and love for
one another. Amen.

Thursday, March 3, 2022

Text:  Psalm 91 1-2
1 You who live in the shelter of the Most High,
    who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
2 will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress;
    my God, in whom I trust.”

We all could use a secure place. This Psalm invokes the same imagery that Martin Luther used in
the hymn “A Mighty Fortress is our God.” The imagery of a fortress, a secure and safe place
amongst the threat of attack is a powerful image. A fortress provides safety and security for a
community against attacks from the outside. Likewise, it is through trust in God that we can find
refuge, safety, and security. When we encounter moments in our lives when the burdens of life
seem to overwhelm us, we can turn to God to find that safety and security, a place to recharge,
and to be ready to go out and face those challenges.

The Psalmist goes on to use imagery of protection and safety. God is our protector; God is our
safe place. When the fears, burdens and realities of life weigh heavy on us we are invited to turn
to God.

Let us Pray: God our protector, we give thanks for the ways in which you provide refuge in our
lives. We pray that in times when we are overwhelmed and burdened, we turn to you. We pray for
those in our world who need your refuge at this time. In your name we pray. Amen.



Friday, March 4, 2022

Text:  Exodus 6:5-7
 5 I have also heard the groaning of the Israelites whom the Egyptians are holding as slaves,
and I have remembered my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the Israelites, ‘I am the Lord, and I
will free you from the burdens of the Egyptians and deliver you from slavery to them. I will
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. 7 I will take you as
my people, and I will be your God. You shall know that I am the Lord your God, who has
freed you from the burdens of the Egyptians.

God hears our groans. The Israelites were suffering under the oppressive rule and enslavement of
the Pharoah in Egypt. For generations the groaning and the cries of the Israelites went on. This
passage in chapter 6 of Exodus follows events in which Moses and Aaron ask Pharoah to free the
Israelites. In response, Pharoah makes the working conditions for the Israelites even worse. The
Israelites are frustrated with Moses and Aaron as things were getting worse not better.

At times, amidst our own groaning, it might seem like things are getting worse before they get
better. The story of the Israelites is a reminder to us that God hears our groaning, God has not
forgotten us, and God is our God. Even when it seems we are overwhelmed with our burdens and
God is ignoring us, God hears our struggles and God is with us.

Let us pray: God of liberation, we give thanks for the freedom of the Israelites out of slavery and
all those who have been freed from oppression. We pray that in times of our own groaning and
suffering that we are reminded that you are our God, that you hear our cries, and that you are
with us. We pray for those in our world who are currently experiencing oppression, that you
make your presence known amongst them. In your name we pray. Amen.

Saturday, March 5, 2022

Text:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-4

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
2 a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;



a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

For everything there is a season. Would we appreciate happiness without sorrow? We can fall
into this trap of labeling some emotions as good and some as bad. But if we were never sad,
would happiness be as meaningful?

In all seasons of our life regardless of them being filled with joy, sorrow, life, or death we find
God. Amid a funeral for a loved one, we find God. Amid the birth of a child, we find God. Amid
the joys of celebration, we find God. And amid the sorrow and grief of loss and disappointment,
we find God.

Regardless of the season we find ourselves in right now, where do we find God?

Let us pray: God of all seasons, comfort us in our grief, join us in our celebrations. We give
thanks for your presence through all our lives, all our ups and downs. We pray that you reveal
yourself to all your children amid the seasons they find themselves in. In your name we pray.
Amen.


