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Responding to God’s Call in a Time of War

Sunday, March 27, 2022

Text: Psalm 27:1-6

The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of
my life – of whom shall I be afraid?

When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes
attack me, they will stumble and fall.

Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear. Though war break out against me,
even then will I be confident.

One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
all he days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and seek him in his temple.

For in the day of trouble, he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter
of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock.

Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; at his tabernacle will I
sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the Lord.

This Sunday is called Laetare Sunday, and marks the half-way point in our Lenten journey in
which our practices of penance and fasting are oriented toward joy, toward the ultimate
celebration of Resurrection and redemption at Easter. However, we are also experiencing a time
of war with the invasion of Ukraine, the loss of so many lives, and the displacement of millions
of Ukrainian people. For me it is personal because I spent several weeks working in Kyiv - and
thus seeing the images of destruction, even of streets where I often walked, is heartbreaking.  In
this series of scripture readings we’ll examine texts from Psalms and Isaiah which speak to the
terror of war and the comfort of God's protection and reassurance. In the texts from Matthew,
Jesus provides a blueprint for how we should view and treat “the least of these, my brothers,”



and in Luke, Jesus provides a perfect example of speaking truth to power and what it means to
“do his Father's work.”

In this text, the Psalmist evokes very specific images of war and conflict, experiencing an attack
and the very real threat and fear of bodily harm. And yet, with his confidence and assurance of
God's protection, “whom shall I fear,” and “of whom should I be afraid?” Is this foolish
confidence or very real trust and faith in God's promise to his people? We need only to look to
the writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer for a contemporary example of trust and faith in God's
promises.

We pray: As we consider the very real impact of war and invasion on the people of Ukraine,
may we work tirelessly to provide assistance – wherever we can, and in all ways that we can - to
seek justice, serve one another, bring hope to all, and share your love and peace. Throughout
these days, as we witness the suffering and yet resilience of the Ukrainian people, may we rest in
the assurance that you are always present. Amen

___________________________________________

Monday, March 28, 2022

Text: Matthew 5:1-12

Now when he saw the crowds he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples
came to him, and he began to teach.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for
it is the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

In the familiar Sermon on the Mount, we find Jesus teaching and conveying to his disciples a
new set of guidelines for what it means to be blessed. In contrast to the lengthy lists of “what not
to do,” Jesus describes the blessings for those least likely to be viewed as blessed. Certainly, all
of the attributes of the blessed reflect the example that Jesus provided to his disciples and his
followers. Through both the work and teachings of Jesus, the disciples were given a model they
could emulate and teach to others.  May we all do so in the name of Jesus.

We pray: Most Gracious and loving God, enable us to recognize your presence in our lives, to
discern and do your will, and strengthen our resolve to seek and live out your truth and justice.
Console us Lord, so that even when we stumble in the darkness and feel unsure, we may
perceive your light and serve as messengers of love and hope to all in need. Amen

___________________________________________

Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Text: Luke 13:31-34

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go
somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”

He replied, “Go tell that fox, I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow,
and on the third day I will reach my goal. In any case, I must keep going today and
tomorrow and the next day - for surely no prophet can die outside of Jerusalem.”

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often
I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wing,
but you were not willing.”

In this passage from Luke, we see Jesus as defiant, not intimidated by the bullying threats from
Herod, and having no time or patience for the machinations of the Pharisees. Given the
hierarchy, we understand that the Pharisees had to make sure that the Jewish people did not give
Herod an excuse to intervene, and similarly, Herod had to make sure that Rome viewed him as
keeping these troublesome people under control. However, clearly this man, Jesus, was drawing



large crowds with his teaching, preaching, and healing, and inspiring the people to question and
seek change.

In Jesus's reply to the Pharisees, we see his very matter-of-fact description of his schedule, his
proposed activities, and his intent to keep going to “reach my goal.”  We might also note that
Jesus is “doing the work of my Father” and note the similarity between this statement and the
one he made to his parents when they finally found him in the Temple and he said, “Why were
you searching for me?” “Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?”

We also see a preview of future events in Jesus's reference to his work outside of Jerusalem and
what his return to the city will mean. As with Jeremiah and countless other prophets, Jesus
laments the waywardness of Jerusalem and his longing to comfort and protect the people “as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wing.” But, alas, they continued to be unwilling.

We pray: God of challenges, patience, and reassurance, you guide us through the letting go’s
and the new beginnings in our lives. May we be ever mindful of your love and patience with us.
And may we exemplify Jesus's example to be the heart and hands and feet in our broken world,
as we continue to seek food, health care, safe transport, and justice for all – especially our
brothers and sisters in Ukraine. Throughout this crisis, may we support the leaders in Ukraine
and throughout the world who continue to speak truth, justice, and peace to those who only bring
war, destruction, and death.  Amen

___________________________________________

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Text: Psalm 69:1-3, 13-18

Save me O God, for the waters have come up to my neck.

I sink in the miry depths, where there is no foothold.

I have come into the deep waters; the floods engulf me.

I am worn out calling for help; my throat is parched. …

But I pray to you, O Lord, in the time of your favor; in your great love, O God, answer me
with your sure salvation.

Rescue me from the mire, do not let me sink; deliver me from those who hate me, from the
deep waters.



Do not let the flood waters engulf me or the depths swallow me up, or the pit close its
mouth over me.

In this Psalm, we see the great need, anxiety, and desperation of the Psalmist. How can we not
understand and recognize the desperation in the poetry of the Psalm? The imagery of “sinking in
the miry depths with no foothold...engulfed in the flood,” and being worn out with a “parched
throat from crying for help” resonate with so many throughout the world.

The Psalmist writes, “answer me,” “rescue me,” “deliver me from those who hate me,” and “do
not let the floodwaters engulf me.” These are all pleas that resonate with God's people at that
time and in our world today. What is our response to these cries for help? We believe that God
will be faithful and provide for his people. We believe that God's love for his people can defeat
evil. We know that God will provide strong leaders and examples like Bonhoeffer who faithfully
listened to and answered God's call.

We pray: With all the prophets of old and with Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King and
many others as our human models, may we faithfully and consistently listen for and answer
God’s call. May we serve as God’s ambassadors to the world, speaking hard truths to power as
they so bravely did, and always seek to do all we can to care for the needs of others. Amen.

___________________________________________

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Text: Isaiah 2:3-4

Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He will judge between
the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against
nation, nor will they train for war anymore.

This text from Isaiah envisions a time when God's people sought to be in community with God,
to be present, to “learn his ways” and “walk in his paths.” They will welcome the “law which
will go out from Zion” and the “word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” This is a significantly
different message than the ones conveyed by the Israelites to Jeremiah and the Pharisees to Jesus.
In this text, God will be the supreme judge “between nations” to “settle disputes.”  The final two



sentences, which are so often quoted, powerfully preview Jesus's message of love and peace for
the world, “They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.” This is God's
will for his people, his promise fulfilled by the death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus. May we
faithfully answer his call to do his will and seek peace and justice for all.

We pray: May the message of God, through Isaiah, inspire us to seek God's word first and rely
on it to guide us in all that we do. Guide us, Lord, to listen for your call, that we may joyfully
and unconditionally seek peace, reject war and conflict, and serve your people. Amen

___________________________________________

Friday, April 1, 2022

Text: Romans 8:35-39

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long, we are considered as sheep to be
slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This text from Paul's letter to the Romans emphasizes the centrality of Christ's love in the lives
of the Christian community in Rome and in our lives today. Bonhoeffer also writes that the
Christian community, i.e., the Church, is the embodiment of Christ in the world. In Paul's letter
he also emphasizes that while nothing will “separate us from the love of Christ,” we will not
necessarily escape various hardships such as war, famine and persecution. And we will also feel
persecuted and singled-out, as “sheep to be slaughtered.” However, he consoles us and allays our
fears by emphasizing that there is nothing “in all creation” that “will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

In these dark days of death and destruction in Ukraine, we must seek to center ourselves on this
message, that nothing will separate us or any of God's people from the “love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”



We Pray: May St. Paul's ministry inspire and lead us to seek and accept God’s call to us: to
share the Good News of Jesus; to live generously and care for all in need; to protect and defend
the persecuted; to speak the hard truths; and to do all these things through God’s love for all.
Amen

___________________________________________

Saturday, April 2, 2022

Text: Matthew 25:31-46

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his
throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put
the sheep on his right and the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right,
'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared
for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.' Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord when did we see you
hungry and feed you or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or
in prison and go to visit you?' The king will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'”

“Then he will say to those on the left. 'Depart from me, you who are cursed into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite
me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not
look after me.'”

“They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a strange or
needing clothes or sick or in prison and did not help you?'” He will reply, 'I tell you the
truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'”

All of the scriptures that we've examined this week have led to this text from Matthew in which
Jesus provides a blueprint for how we should view and treat “the least of these, my brothers,”
and especially the stranger. In Barbara Brown Taylor's book, Holy Envy, she discusses this text



and all the disguises that Jesus assumed in this parable – hungry, thirsty, without clothes, sick, in
prison, and a stranger. She suggests that most readers would list the majority of the disguises, but
often forget the stranger. How do we fail to see Jesus as a stranger or refugee, seeking our
assistance?  Perhaps it is our inability to realize that we should see Jesus in all faces, all
nationalities, all races, all genders.

The world has come together to provide support for the Ukrainian people, to condemn the
invasion by Russia and the death and destruction it has wrought. All the surrounding countries
have welcomed hundreds of thousands of refugees with food, clothing, shelter, and medical
assistance. It is a humanitarian crisis that the world has not witnessed for 80 years. It is not a
lesson that any one person or nation has sought to learn. May we simply remember to always
seek to welcome the stranger.

We pray: God of all people, revealed in Jesus, we come to you asking that you expand and open
our hearts. Teach us how to build a world that cares for the sick and the outsider and not just the
seemingly healthy. Through your Holy Spirit, enable us to care for the sick, feed and clothe those
in need, give comfort to those in prison, stand with those who are persecuted, and speak your
truth each day. As we hear and answer your call to us, help us to build bridges of peace to all
religions and cultures throughout the world, bridges of sharing, and bridges of love that we may
eradicate hatred and divisions. Amen

___________________________________________


