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Sunday, April 17, 2022

Text:  Luke 24: 1-12

Verse: “Why do you look for the living one among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.”

This is Easter Sunday!  I hope you were able to attend a joyful worship service celebrating Jesus’
resurrection. He indeed is the living one, the Savior who is with us to give living hope. 

Once a week I have breakfast at a local restaurant. Since I arrive early, I see the “boys.” This is 
the term the waitress uses to describe a table of men who gather every morning. Now I have not 
been invited to be one of boys but I do sit close enough to eavesdrop. This particular day they 
were discussing the war in the Ukraine.  After commenting how the war has ruined so many 
cities, they wondered how will that country ever recover and rebuild?

To rebuild the ruins will take a lot of money and international assistance. But something basic is 
needed, hope, the living hope that the Easter message provides. I served a parish in Alberta, 
Canada for eight years. The congregation had the faith heritage of immigrants from Norway. But
there were many others in the area whose ancestors came from the Ukraine. The local radio 
station even had a Ukrainian language broadcast every evening. In the local nursing home, I 
remember visiting a woman who came from the Ukraine. She told me of a custom from her “old 
country.” For Easter and weeks afterwards, the Christian faithful would not greet each other with
“Happy Easter.” Instead, one would initiate the greeting with “Christ is risen” which would 
prompt the response, “He is truly risen.” 

In a land so wounded by war, this greeting is more than words: it is worship, it is gospel, and it 
gives the hope of Jesus Christ and his presence. As the people of the Ukraine need to rebuild 
some day, may they know Christ is with them to rebuild their lives. And for us too, instead of 
fear being the master over us, may we know better. We have hope, the living hope centered in 
the Living One who has overcome the powers of sin and death for us. Blessed Easter! Christ is 
risen! He is truly risen!

PRAYER:  O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the wisdom
of the earth. By the resurrection of your Son free us from our fears, restore in us your image, and 
bless us with living hope, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



____________________

Monday, April 18, 2022

Text: Luke 24: 13-35

Verse: “Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road while he opened to 
us the Scriptures?”

Two disciples of Jesus were on the road heading home. They may have thought of themselves as 
former disciples since Jesus had been crucified, dead, and buried. Yet there had been a report 
from some of the women disciples of angel visitation at Jesus’ tomb telling them they were 
wasting their time if they expected to find Jesus there. They told the rest of the disciples what the
angels said of Jesus being raised from the dead. And they should have known since Jesus told 
them before about his resurrection. But the women’s testimony was for the most part dismissed 
as an “idle tale.” But Peter went to have a look and discovered an empty tomb with discarded 
grave wrappings. 

So you can imagine what the two disciples were discussing on the road. Wondering if Jesus was 
actually raised from the dead, a stranger joins their journey. It is Jesus and it is fun to read of 
Jesus playing dumb. He acted as if he knew nothing about what happened (to him). So they told 
the stranger their story, a sad story because they had hoped, so hoped, for Jesus of Nazareth to 
redeem Israel. They ended their report by mentioning an empty tomb, but it sounded like they 
were skeptical of any possibility of Jesus being alive. 

Now Jesus pounced. Jesus said they were slow of heart to believe all that the scriptures had 
declared, that it was necessary for him to suffer and die before entering glory. Jesus could have 
walked away but he stayed with them on the road and rejuvenated their slow believing hearts 
with Scripture. It was a seven-mile jaunt from Jerusalem to their village of Emmaus, plenty of 
time to start with Moses and go through the prophets. 

This text is assigned for Easter evening, probably because Jesus was invited to remain: “Stay 
with us for it is toward evening.” At table Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it and gave it to 
them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Jesus who made himself known in the 
breaking of the bread. Jesus set their hearts on fire when he opened up the Scriptures for them. 
And their eyes were opened when Jesus blessed and broke the bread. This text beautifully speaks
of the power of scripture setting our hearts on fire with the story of our redemption. This text 
speaks of Jesus’ presence in the breaking of the bread, the sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
crucified and risen Lord and Savior makes himself known to us, a stranger no longer. 

PRAYER: O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of the
bread, open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work, Jesus 



Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.

____________________

Tuesday, April 19, 2022

Text: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11

Verse: “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the scriptures.”

On this day the church commemorates two Swedes, brothers Olavus and Laurentius Petri. They 
lived in the 16th century, and both studied at the University of Wittenberg. They must have 
known Martin Luther since they studied at the time when Luther taught at the university. The 
brothers were deeply influenced by Luther and brought the Reformation to Sweden. They set to 
work to bring renewal to the church. The brothers worked jointly to produce a Bible in Swedish. 
They worked to develop a worship service that reflected the Lutheran Reformation: the hymns 
and liturgy were sung in Swedish. People were encouraged to receive Holy Communion 
regularly.  The older brother, Olavus, wrote materials for catechism instruction. Both brothers 
worked to make sure the church remained faithful in passing along to the people the good news 
of the forgiveness of sins and the truth of Christ’ s resurrection from the dead. 

In this season of Easter we sing a lot of “alleluias”. We have a lot to “alleluia” about: Christ 
Jesus is risen from the dead and our Lord forever; Christ Jesus has delivered us from sin, death 
and the devil; Christ Jesus is in our midst to bless the work of his church. Sure, we can be 
discouraged by the defeated power of evil still wreaking havoc in the world, and yes, we worry 
about the future of the church. But remember what has been passed down to us: Christ died for 
our sins and has been raised from the dead. Christ Jesus is the head of the church and not us. So 
every alleluia we sing renews the church because praise focuses our attention on the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

PRAYER: Almighty God, through the labors of your learned servants Olavus and Laurentius 
Petri you gave the people of Sweden the Scriptures and the services of the church in their own 
tongue.  Mercifully grant that people everywhere may hear and understand the good news of 
salvation and be drawn to the kingdom of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

____________________



Wednesday, April 20. 2022

Text: 2 Samuel 6: 1-15

Verse: “David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the Lord with all their might 
with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.”

The Bible reading is from the daily lectionary for this time after Easter. David was newly 
anointed king and was in the process of moving his capital from Hebron to Jerusalem. 
Transported on a new cart is the Ark of God which was of great significance since it represented 
the true king of Israel, the Lord who is enthroned on the cherubim. The ark of God is also 
dangerous, just ask poor Uzzah. He touched the Ark to steady it when the anger of the Lord 
struck him down.

Your mind may recall the movie “Raiders of the Lost Ark.” The evil Nazis have captured the 
Ark of God and were curious as to what was actually inside. There was nothing inside the ark but
sand and some of the high-ranking evildoers smirked and laughed. But not for long. The anger of
God struck with terrifying ferocity and all the guards and officials of the Nazi regime were 
eliminated. There are other texts in the Old Testament which warn of not getting close to what is 
Holy without being ritually prepared. 

It is interesting to note David’s reaction. David is angry, presumably at the Lord for this burst of 
anger. But he is prudently afraid just wondering how he ever could be responsible and care for 
the Ark of God. So David left the Ark of God at someone’s house where it remained for three 
months.  Thanks a lot, David. But instead of death and destruction, God blessed the household. 
Since the Ark of God brought blessing, David went and retrieved and brought it to Jerusalem 
with great rejoicing.

David experienced anger and fear of the Lord. Throughout the Scriptures we hear the expression 
“Fear the Lord.” May that fear be understood as reverence and respect. May it also be understood
as awe and faith. Easter has blessed us with awesome good news: Christ is risen and is with us 
always as the power of resurrection and life. This calls for great rejoicing, singing and dancing 
before the Lord. Go ahead, do a little dance as part of your devotion. May it be a sign of joy for 
the gift of life in Jesus, Savior and Lord.

PRAYER:  Powerful God of love, we come with awe and faith ever thankful for your blessings 
of forgiveness of sins and salvation. Even in our troubles you are with us to strengthen and 
provide hope. Bless us with the joy of your presence. Amen. 

____________________

Thursday, April 21, 2022 



Text:  Acts 5:12-16

Verse: “…they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on cots and mats, in 
order that Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he came by.”

In the first portion of Acts of the Apostles Peter is the leader of the followers of Jesus. Peter was 
the one who stood up on the Day of Pentecost to invite the people listening to repent and be 
baptized in the name of Jesus and know the blessing of the forgiveness of sins and receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. It was Peter who told a blind beggar at the Temple gate that he had no 
money to give him. But he had another gift: “In the name of Jesus Christ, stand up and walk.” 
Peter would continue preaching and teaching the good news of Jesus, calling the folks to repent 
and receive times of refreshing. That could make a bumper sticker or slogan for the 
congregation: “Repentance is refreshing”!

The followers of Jesus were able to give “signs and wonders” which led many to faith and to join
the growing church of Jesus. An important sign was the gift of healing. The ministry of Jesus 
was continuing through the apostles. Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God often accompanied 
with deliverance from demonic control and cures from all kinds of maladies. So many came for 
healing that the sick were carried onto the streets, so even the shadow of Peter would heal folks 
as he walked by.

The healing ministry of the church is different today! We are thankful for modern medical 
science. We acknowledge the knowledge of medical professionals, and it is important to listen to
them for good health. Yet the church is not out of the picture of healing. The members of the 
church do not have to be big names like Peter and his healing shadow. Ordinary Christians 
contribute toward healing through prayers for the sick. Ordinary Christians visit hospitals and 
care facilities not content to just walk by and cast a shadow. Our healing is more hands on with 
holding the hands of sick communicating compassion. I remember a man who was hospitalized 
with a painful condition. He was a bachelor with no family. While in the hospital a member of 
the church sent him a get-well card. When he came home he would not stop talking about that 
one card telling me, “It came just in time.” It must have come during a low point when he felt 
lonely if not forgotten. Never underestimate the power of simple gestures for the well-being, 
encouragement, benefit, and yes, healing of others. 

PRAYER: Gracious and merciful God, thank you for the healing power of the gospel, the good 
news of forgiveness of sins and your compassionate presence. We are especially thankful for the 
ultimate healing of resurrection, when pain, death, and crying will be no more. As your faithful 
church, bless our healing ministries so the ill will know encouragement and hope. We pray in the
name of our loving and healing Savior, Jesus. Amen. 

____________________



Friday, April 22, 2022

Text:  Acts 5: 17-26

Verse: “Go stand in the Temple and tell the whole message about this life.”

In Havana, Cuba there is a large statue of Jesus, “The Christ of Havana.” It is a beautiful statue 
made of Italian marble and took years to complete. It was completed in 1958. A year later Fidel 
Castro led a successful revolution. Under Castro Cuba became a Communist state, probably with
an official atheism ideology. But the Christ of Havana statue stood as a reminder that the good 
news of life in Christ cannot be silenced, in spite of persecution of the faithful.

Our scripture reading at the beginning told of the apostles being arrested and imprisoned. The 
Temple authorities were mainly Sadducees who were irritated with the preaching of Jesus, risen 
from the dead and Lord and Savior. Sadducees do not believe in the resurrection. With the 
apostles, led by Peter, locked up, it was thought they would be silenced. But an angel came and 
opened the prison door and set them free, not to go home or escape but to continue preaching the 
gospel where they were arrested before, in the Temple precincts. The text has a sense of humor 
when the governing Council gave word for the apostles to appear. But they were not in prison. 
The doors were not opened and no one knew how they escaped. But the apostles were never a 
flight risk but were faithful and obedient and right back where they started, in the Temple 
preaching. If you would read ahead you would hear Peter’s reply to the perplexed and perturbed 
high priest. How dare Peter and the apostles defy his order not to preach Jesus; but Peter said, 
“We must obey God rather than any human authority.” If your congregation has its share of 
challenges and difficulties, do not allow discouragement to cloud the truth. The truth is the good 
news of Jesus: revealing God’s love, reconciling us to God through forgiveness, and risen from 
the dead and with us always. This is the message of life, the faithfulness of Jesus giving people 
hope for each day.

PRAYER: Gracious Lord, encourage your church to remain faithful sharing the good news of 
Jesus by word and action. We ask your special protection for Christians anywhere in the world 
imprisoned and persecuted for their faith. We ask that they know your presence in their difficult 
times, and please keep them from harm. In Jesus name. Amen. 

____________________

Saturday, April 23, 2022

Text: Luke 24: 36-48



Verse: “Jesus himself stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’”

There were sounds of gunfire and explosions in the church. The noise came from the sanctuary. I
went to investigate and saw two boys engaged in war games. They could not resist ducking and 
hiding beneath the pews. Normally I am quite lenient about children playing in the church, as 
long as they do not disturb anything or endanger themselves. Well, the boys were disturbing the 
peace of what is called the “sanctuary.” I explained this was a place of peace, and it would be 
preferred if they continued their war games outside. 

Jesus appeared before his disciples after his resurrection and his message was “Peace be with 
you.” However, the disciples were not at peace but terrified thinking Jesus was a ghost from 
beyond the grave. Jesus was no spook but their Savior, victorious over the grave. He showed 
them his hands and feet with the marks of the nails. Then sounding like a hungry teenager Jesus 
asked for something to eat. After eating a piece of fish Jesus got busy opening the minds of the 
disciples to understand the scriptures. And so may we be encouraged thankful for the work of the
Holy Spirit, Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and help you through the scriptures and be inspired and 
blessed with the Peace of God: forgiveness of sins, and the guardian presence of Jesus. 

The gospel of peace is to be proclaimed throughout the world, but always beginning where we 
live. May the Holy Spirit give you opportunity to share the hope of Christ with those you know 
who are anxious and fearful. May the Holy Spirit give you opportunity to share the love of God 
for ones you know who are feeling rejected and without support. As the church may we be ready 
to build up, console, and encourage one another with joy, joy from Jesus who is no ghost but our 
victorious Lord over sin, evil, and death. 

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, may we never lose sight of the marks of the cross, our assurance of peace 
with you. Empower your church to be faithful and dedicated witnesses of your peace. Amen. 

____________________


