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Sunday, April 24, 2022

Text:  Mark 10:27
"With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God."

Recently a local family and community experienced the suicide of a high school senior.  This 
person had sent compromising pictures to who was thought to be a friend only to be 
blackmailed.  Trying to resolve the problem, payment was made but was insufficient and the 
person was told that the pictures would be released.  Seeing no other choice, the individual chose
suicide.

In the tenth chapter of Mark, Jesus is trying to explain salvation to his disciples and the rich 
man.  He uses the parable that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of God.  He continues in Mark 10:27:  "With man this is 
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God."

Let’s pray:  Dear God we pray that you remind us that we are frail and do not know all things, 
that with you all things are possible.  Help us to learn to trust you.  You have the way.  It is 
through your grace that we are saved.  Our own solutions may be fraught with error and human 
machinations.  We pray that you will show us the way through our toils and troubles.  Amen.

__________________________________

Monday, April 25, 2022

Text:  Luke 6:37  
"Do not judge, and you will not be judged.  Do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven."

I remember when the ripped and or holey jean first made their appearance as a fashion.  When I 
first saw them, I was ready to take a twenty dollar bill out of my pocket to give to the young lady
wearing them, thinking that she couldn't afford something better.  Luckily my wife stopped me.  
Then came the tattoos and body piercing.  These became a constant reminder for me of Jesus' 
words.

Let’s pray:  Dear God, help me to be kind and understanding of everyone.  Remind me to not 
judge others according to my standards.  I am not to judge others and hopefully they will not 
judge me.  Help me to remember that these little things that seem odd and different, these 



different society codes and rules do not change the fact we all are part of your creation, a 
creation that you termed as good. You have created us of different colors and hues, various 
genders and sexes, assortments of beliefs and values. Remind me ever that all these are loved by 
you.  Even if I am judged by others; help me to understand, love them and forgive. Amen.

__________________________________

Tuesday, April 26, 2022

Text:  Matthew 5:24
"News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill 
with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those 
having seizures, and the paralyzed, and He healed them." 

Let’s pray:  Oh God, your world is hurting.  The pandemic continues its grip on your 
children.  A new variant is once again causing people to mask and hide from one 
another.  We pray that you will give the researchers, wisdom; doctors skill; and all care 
givers compassionate touch.  We pray that you will extend your healing hand over all 
the lands and all peoples.  Amen

__________________________________

Wednesday, April 27, 2022

Text:  Matthew 5:44    
"But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those that persecute you, that you may be 
sons of your Father in heaven.” 

Right now this has got to be one of the hardest passages in the Bible, especially if you are 
Ukrainian.  For 50 days you have seen your cities bombed, neighbors killed and tortured.  Each 
day brings news of more atrocities.  How are they to love their enemies; how are we to do the 
same?

Let’s pray:  Oh God help us to live according to your word.  You have directed us to love our 
enemies, but you did not instruct us to like them or what they do.  People out of their human 
nature can do horrible things, but they are still part of creation, a creation from God.  We can 
love but we can hate the human actions that derive from flawed nature.  Amen.

__________________________________

Thursday, April 28, 2022

Texts: Mark 4:35-40 and Luke 8:22-25 



Most of you reading this are familiar with the story of Jesus calming the storm on the sea of 
Galilee.  I find the parable comforting and at the same time a little accusatory.  I invite you to 
read the texts above. 

Let’s pray:  Dear Lord, you calm the wind and smooth the sea.  You calm the storms that trouble 
us and smooth the aches and pains of the heart.  How often do I find myself floundering in the 
rough seas of life and forget to pray?  I know you can save me from my troubles.  Where is my 
faith?  I know that you are with me every second of my life, even when my human brain 
overrules what is in my heart and makes me forget to bring all to you in prayer. Let me be 
forever faithful and trusting in you.  Amen.

__________________________________

Friday, April 29, 2022

Text:  Luke 8:15
"But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the 
word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop."

As I write this it is raining outside and the snow is washing away.  Spring has come to the U.P., 
at least for now.  This time of year always makes me think of planting my garden which in turns 
make me think of all the passages in the Bible that refer to seeds, trees and crops and their yield. 

Let’s pray:  God, let me be good soil.  Let me hear your word and understand it. Help me to keep
your word in my heart and to live my life as an example for others that they may see your love 
and live in grace.  Amen.

__________________________________

Saturday, April 30, 2022

Text:  John 3:16 
"For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have eternal life."

This is the one verse in the Bible that I believe sums up everything.  It is the one that I live by as 
I believe that all of us do.  

Let’s pray:  My God, thank you.  You have loved me and all humankind that you have given 
unbounded grace, offering up your Son for our redemption.  You have redeemed my soul.  You 
have freed me from my sin.  Help me live the forgiven life that I may be an example of your 
grace. Amen.

__________________________________




