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John 10:22-30 (NRSV)
22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and 
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given 
me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I 
are one.”

Sunday, May 1, 2022
Text: John 10:22-30 (NRSV)
Verse: John 10:22-23 
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon.

Yes, the Temple at the time of Jesus was huge compared to our worship buildings. One could 
take a leisurely walk in such a large space. So, what kind of walk did Jesus take that day? Was he
walking for the purpose of being alone with his thoughts and prayers or was he seeking out 
conversations with the fellow worshippers? Was it an introverted walk or an extraverted walk? 
Or was he walking with a purpose, trying to get from point A to point B so that he could 
accomplish something? We see that his walk was interrupted by those who had questions for 
him. Was he anticipating those questions? Was that his purpose of his walk? 

When you go to worship, what kind of walk do you have? Is your goal to be alone with your 
thoughts and prayers? Are you hungry for the fellowship? Is there something you are trying to 
accomplish? What are you hoping will happen? Do you expect to have an encounter with Jesus 
risen from the dead, present within your fellow worshippers? Our worship gatherings are 
gatherings of the body of Christ. He is present in, with, and through these gatherings. When you 
go to worship, is your walk filled with anticipation of seeing Jesus risen from the dead? 

Let us pray: Help us, O Lord, to look for you in our worship gatherings. Fill us with anticipation
and guide us as we introduce you to the world. It is in your holy name that we pray. Amen

________________________________________  



Monday, May 2, 2022
Text: John 10:22-30 (NRSV)
Verse: John 10:24
So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense?
If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

With the Roman occupation going on, why were these people so interested in finding out 
whether Jesus was the Messiah? Did they want to join the army that they thought he might form?
Did they want to put their lives on the line for him and the cause they thought he might be 
promoting? Were they freedom fighters or were they just trying to confirm some gossip? What 
was their purpose? 

Jesus, of course, knows their purpose and faith is not a part of the picture. For them, Jesus was an
object meant to, at a minimum, satisfy their curiosity, or a tool to rid them of the Roman 
oppression. He certainly was not the Good Shepherd sent to care for them and the world. 

We come to Jesus with a different purpose. We come as sheep seeking food and shelter. We 
come for sustenance and protection. We come because we recognize the sound of his voice, a 
sound which fills our hearts with peace. 

Let us pray: We know you are the Messiah and we come to you seeking life. You do not keep us 
in suspense but care for us in every way. Open our ears to your call and guide us on the 
pathways you set before us. It is in your holy name that we pray. Amen  

________________________________________

Tuesday, May 3, 2022
Text: John 10:22-30 (NRSV)
Verse: John 10:25
Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father’s name testify to me;

Since Easter we’ve been hearing a lot about people not believing. First it was the disciples on 
that first Easter day who thought that the proclamation of the group of women was just an idle 
tale, and they would not believe them. The following Sunday we heard about Thomas and how 
he refused to believe the other ten after they encountered Jesus risen from the dead. Last Sunday 
it was Saul “breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord” (Acts 9:1). Today we
hear of these people who were told by Jesus that he was the Messiah, and that they refuse to 
believe. All these stories and experiences of doubt during this season of Easter, a season 
dedicated to the most fantastic news in the history of the world. 

What I find encouraging is that Jesus doesn’t cross these people off his list. When he dies on the 
cross, he dies for them too, and when he rises, it is also for them, along with the whole world. I 
find this encouraging because I too have moments of doubt and a faith that can be lackluster at 



times, and I’m sure you do as well. We do not have worry that our times of doubt will somehow 
disqualify us from the flock. His death and resurrection and our baptism into it has made us a 
permanent part of his kingdom forever. 

Let us pray: We have times of doubt, O Lord, and this does not come as a surprise to you. Even 
with our doubts, you count us as your precious sheep, and for this we offer you our thanks. It is 
in your holy name that we pray. Amen

________________________________________

Wednesday, May 4, 2022
Text: John 10:22-30 (NRSV)
Verse: John 10:25
“The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me;”

Actions speak louder than words. We’ve grown up with that adage. We know it to be true. Even 
though the words that speak love to us are so very important, it’s the acts of love that give those 
words their meaning. 

What were those works of Jesus that spoke volumes? Was it turning water into wine? Was it 
cleansing the Temple? Was it Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman at the well? Was it 
the healing of the official’s son and the other healings? Was it the feeding of the five thousand or
his walking on water? What were the actions that testified that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of
God?  

Jesus is not done doing works which testify that he is the Messiah, the Son of God. He still feeds 
the hungry. He still visits the lonely. He still cures the sick. He still comforts the wounded. There
are so many works which take place every day that testify to him. We are called not only to see 
them but to point them out and name them for others so that they too can see, because his actions
still speak louder than his words. 

Let us pray: Help us to see, O Lord, and help us to hear. Empower us to speak, to testify, to what
it is that we see and hear. It is in your holy name that we pray. Amen

________________________________________

Thursday, May 5, 2022
Text: John 10:22-30 (NRSV)
Verse: John 10:27
My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me.

I love imagining what the voice of Jesus sounded like. But even more so, I love embracing the 
sound of Jesus’ voice that we hear today. We hear the voice of Jesus in the voices of our loved 
ones. Let me say it again: We hear the voice of Jesus in the voices of our loved ones. Their 



caring; their laughter; their joy, and yes, even their sorrow. The voice of Jesus is filled with the 
love of God, and we experience that love today through our loved ones. 

And, we also hear the voice of Jesus in the voices of these who challenge us; the prophetic 
voices; the voices that shine lights into areas of our lives that we don’t want to see, lights that 
were shined into those areas because of love. Jesus’ voice sounds like that too. 

I don’t wonder if we are going to recognize the sound of Jesus’ voice when we enter into the life 
to come because I know we have heard his voice constantly in this life. We will follow that voice
because we have grown accustomed to following it today. 

Let us pray: Thank you for not hiding your voice from us, O Lord, even when we don’t want to 
hear it. We recognize the love of God within it. The sound of it beckons us now and forever. 
Again, thank you. It is in your holy name that we pray. Amen

________________________________________

Friday, May 6, 2022
Text: John 10:22-30 (NRSV)
Verse: John 10:27
My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me.

How does it feel to be known by Jesus? I love it when the person waiting on my table knows 
what I am going to order before I open my mouth. Sometimes it bothers me when my children 
know exactly what I’m going to say. I’m not sure how I feel when the organist moves to the 
bench as I start to preach the final paragraph of my sermon. I ask it again: How does it feel to be 
known by Jesus? 

We know that Jesus knows everything about us; the good, the bad, the ugly. Everything. We 
know that nothing is hidden. Everything is exposed. I find it fascinating that given all that Jesus 
knows, we still follow him. Why is that? It’s because Jesus doesn’t go running to the hills to 
escape from us. We follow him because he wants to be with us, warts and all. We follow him 
because he is our hope and our salvation. We follow him because he teaches us how to love one 
another. 

Yes, at times it is unnerving to contemplate all that Jesus knows about us, but that is also the 
source of our hope. 

Let us pray: Thank you for not running away from us, O Lord. Thank you for hanging onto us, 
warts and all, and loving us so thoroughly. Help us to love as you love. It is in your holy name 
that we pray. Amen 

________________________________________



Saturday, May 7, 2022
Text: John 10:22-30 (NRSV)
Verse: John 10:27-28
My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 

In life, the promises made to us guide the way we live out our lives. Our spouses promise 
faithfulness to us for the rest of our lives, and in return we make the same promise. We build our 
marriages upon those promises. We purchase our homes based upon the promise that we will 
repay our loans to the bank. We promise our employers that we not only will show up to work 
when scheduled but that we will do our work to the best of our ability and our employers 
promise to pay us on time for that work. So many decisions are based upon the manifold 
promises made by us and to us. 

Today we hear Jesus make some pretty amazing promises in this passage: He knows us. He gives
us eternal life. We will never perish. We will never be snatched out of his hand. How do these 
promises affect the way we live out our lives? What difference do they make? What do we do or 
refrain from doing because of these promises that Jesus makes? 

My primary goal for asking this is not to produce guilt within you, but to affirm all that you are 
doing because of these promises. You are here today, taking time to ponder the Word of God and
to pray. You worship regularly. You give of your time and talents. You generously donate to the 
work of Christ. You care and pray for those in need. You participate in the civic life of your 
community, helping it be a safe and trustworthy place to live. You assure others that they are 
lovely and worthy of love. These promises of Jesus have made a huge difference in your life. 
How exciting it is to contemplate all that is yet to come. 

Let us pray: Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

________________________________________
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