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Sunday, May 15, 2022

By:  Melzee Jacobson

Text:  Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the LORD with all your heart; so not to depend on your own understanding. Seek 
His will in all you do, and He will direct your paths.

They say humans only use about 10% of their brain capacity.  If this is so, then I understand that 
my mind is incapable of understanding why Jesus/God does what God does.  However, I have 
learned that I can ask for acceptance of whatever happens in my life, looking to learn in my faith 
and service to Him.

We are each given unique gifts, that when combined with the gifts of others, can change the path 
of another’s life journey.  We must be willing to trust God/Jesus when we are placed in situations
that He has equipped us to do what is needed.  

God calls each of us to serve him in spreading the Good News.  He gives us gifts to be used in 
ministry in His name.  He does not call us to just go to church when we have nothing better to do
on a Sunday morning.  He does not call us to go to church just to make us feel good.  He calls us 
to follow Him, to pick up our cross and follow Him.

He not only calls us, but He prepares us.  He calls us to join others because their gifts will 
complement ours in the work that we are called to.  He even tells how to do what He has called 
us to do if we only listen.  

We are good at making promises when our children are baptized, we are good at showing up 
when first communion is to take place.  We are good to make the journey to be confirmed as 
members of a congregation.  However, we fail abundantly to follow through on those promises 
and commitments.  Yes, all of us in some way or another, the congregation, the family, the 
parents, the child.

As a child from an unchurched family, I could see how different other children were who had 
families that were involved with each other in a church family.  I could see that I was missing out
on something special.  Maybe that is why I struggle with those that are inactive in the church 
family.  I pray that they would not take it for granted, and only need it when they were in 
difficult situations.  I pray that they could once again realize the peace and grace of each day in 
the life of their Christian community.



I do know that the best and most powerful action that we can do to call them back into the fold is
to pray unceasingly for their return.  The least that we can do is to leave them on the outskirts of 
the Christian community by doing nothing.

Prayer:  Dear Father in Heaven, please send the Spirit back into those who have lost their way 
from the Christian community, build a fire within their souls to seek you out and to seek out the 
joy that can be felt when returning to the fold.  We need their gifts and talents to move the 
church into the future as you envision it.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Amen.

___________________________________

Monday, May 16, 2022

By:  Dawn Holmgren

Text:  Deuteronomy 30:14
No, the word is very near to you, it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.

Keep it simple:  Sometimes people make a relationship with God sound impossible and difficult. 
Moses emphasizes its simplicity. You don't have to swim the ocean or ascend into heaven: you 
just have to understand, believe and obey the Word of God as given.

Let’s Pray:  Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for your words to help us to understand and to 
keep our relationship alive and simple daily.  We ask this in Jesus' name, Amen.

 ___________________________________

Tuesday, May 17, 2022

By:  Kris Carlson
 
Job 5:9-10 
He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted. 
He provides rain for the earth; he sends water to the countryside.
 
As I’m writing my devotion, the calendar page is turning to the month of May.  
I’m listening to the wind and the rain slapping on my windows; and it sounds like a cold 
November rain right before it snows.  Even though we had a more “normal” snow total this 
winter; the rain is much appreciated for the water table.  Soon the trees will leaf, the grass will be
green, and the spring flowers will blossom.
 
Let’s pray:  Lord, we thank you for the miracle of creation and the beauty and the wonder of all 
that you have made.  Help us to always remember that every day is a gift.  Amen.

 ___________________________________



Wednesday, May 18, 2022

By:  Mary Ellen Perkins

Text:  Mark 12:43-44 
Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the 
treasury.  For all of them have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her 
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.  

Guidance on good stewardship calls for tithing, or giving in proportion to how we’ve been 
blessed, so reading this passage startles me when I reflect on the widow’s contribution.  But 
reviewing the context of the story reveals that just prior to this passage, Jesus denounces the 
Scribes for seeking the respect and honor of others and the best seats at banquets—all for 
appearance’s sake. This puts the teaching on the widow’s mite in perspective—of how we judge 
other people.  The wealthy make a seemingly large contribution of gold, but the widow only a 
couple pennies—and observers might give greater honor to the larger contributors.  But we 
cannot judge by appearances, and only God knows the heart of the giver. 

This passage teaches me generosity in two contexts—in how I regard other people, and in how I 
determine my giving.  When I give to the Lord, I must not be seeking to impress others in a 
showy fashion, but instead humbly and gratefully give back as God has blessed me.  And I do 
not regard or judge others’ gifts.  We all labor together in God’s Kingdom. 

Let’s pray:  Dear Lord, make me generous in my regard for others, and in my giving to 
you.  Help me to devote more of myself to your Kingdom work in my time, talents and 
treasures.  Amen. 

 ___________________________________

Thursday, May 19, 2022

By:  Mary Ellen Perkins  

Text:  Matthew 11:29-30 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.  

As believers, we must not assume that we will never suffer setbacks or troubles.  But Jesus 
invites us to share our troubles with him, and He will help us bear the burden. Being yoked with 
Jesus means we allow him to pull us in His direction, and in pulling together, he helps to carry 
our load. And we know he already has borne the heavier part of our burden—our sinfulness and 
fear of death—so that we can trust him to carry us through difficult days of loss, illness, or 
struggles.  When we are pulling in the direction of Jesus' guidance, we find confidence that God 



will ultimately provide all that we need. And we find other companions in our journey who help 
bear our burdens—fellow believers who can encourage us in our pilgrimage and work beside us 
in God’s Kingdom. 

Let’s pray:  Dear Lord, help me to submit to your yoke, and to labor together with fellow 
believers to do your Kingdom work.  Thank you for bearing our burdens and for giving us 
forgiveness of sin and eternal life. Amen. 

 ___________________________________

Friday, May 20, 2022

By:  Karen Breitz

Text:  Mark 6:49-50 NRSV
But when they saw him walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out; for 
they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take 
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

These days, weeks and months have been times, for some of us, filled with anxiety, fear and 
uncertainty.  There are family health issues, children making independent decisions and friends 
making job, home and relocation decisions daily. Take heart when we call out to the Lord for 
assistance, it can be the most comforting and calming moment of the day.  

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for answering our prayers for knowledge, healing and 
comfort.  In Jesus name, Amen.

 ___________________________________

Saturday, May 21, 2022
By:  Pam Chouinard

Text:   Zechariah 10:1 (NIV)
Ask the Lord for rain in the springtime; it is the Lord who sends the thunderstorms. He 
gives showers of rain to all people, and plants of the field to everyone. 

SPRING
What an amazing time of the year! The drabness of winter colors is fading. With Spring come 
new colors: green leaves, yellow daffodils, blue water, lavender lilacs and many more 
welcoming colors! It’s the time of the year when we Yoopers get out and enjoy the ice-free paths 
and the fresh smell of new life all around us. 

Prayer: Thank you God, for the blessings that come with warmer weather. Thank you for the rain
that gives the plants new life. Help us to always appreciate each season that you bless us with, 
but right now thank you for Spring!  



 ___________________________________


