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Sunday July 17, 2022

Text: 1 Peter 1:8
Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now,
you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy…

An indescribable and glorious joy. WOW, now that is some kind of rejoicing, wouldn’t you say?
All of this because of the story that has been shared throughout the land, Jesus the Christ raised
from the dead that all might receive the salvation of our souls. Trust in the word and the Word is
what makes us jump for joy.

Let us pray: Creator of all that is, seen and unseen, may our joy overwhelm us as we proclaim
the good news of Jesus Christ to a world that may not listen, in hopes that the joy found in Jesus
would be contagious.  Amen

_______________________________________

Monday July 18, 2022

Text:  Psalm 147:11
But the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.

I recall being taught in my childhood years that I should fear God because of the punishment
God was capable of inflicting.  Not exactly the kind of thing that builds trust. The psalmist tells
us that the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him. The term fear is best described as worship,
obedience, the proper relationship to God. Knowing this, it is easy for us to hope in God’s
steadfast love.

Let us pray: Loving God, we take our pleasure in knowing you just as you take pleasure in us.
May our praise to you be earnest, trusting in your never-failing love for all creation.  Amen

_______________________________________

Tuesday July 19, 2022

Text:  Isaiah 42:10
Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise from the end of the earth!



The song we are asked to sing is a song meant for the whole world to sing, a song of God’s
victory. We have been called, as those who have gone before were, to be a light to those who live
in darkness. We are asked to declare that old ways have passed and a new thing is happening. We
ask that justice be sure and clear for all peoples, that we are no longer captive to the ways of this
world, for this we sing our praise to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Let us pray: Good and gracious God, we sing our thanks and praise to you for showing us a new
creation. Let are plea be justice and mercy for all.  Amen

_______________________________________

Wednesday July 20, 2022

Text:  Ezekiel 34:26-27a
I will make them and the region around my hill a blessing; and I will send down the
showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. The fruit trees of the field shall
yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield its increase.

This section of Ezekiel is to establish God as the true shepherd of the people. This came about
when there were two rulers of the same kingdom, one in exile, one on the throne in Judah. Times
like those can be confusing just as they are for us today when we struggle with who might lead
us in the proper direction. In no uncertain terms God reminds us that God is in control and those
who embrace God will be a blessing as we then bless the Creator.

Let us pray: All-knowing Creator, help us to remember that all things come from you: the
elements that fill this world that we might be nourished and the saving grace we receive from our
Lord Jesus, that all might live and give praise to you.  Amen

_______________________________________

Thursday July 21, 2022

Text:  Psalm 68:3
But let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy.

A call for God to go forth in victory against the enemy. Can you imagine singing this as you
would go into battle? I cannot as I do not expect God to take sides. I can, however, imagine this
as I seek protection from that which is evil. I recall that the battle is over the victory won as our
Lord Jesus was raised to new life securing life eternal for us.

Let us pray: Victorious Lord of all, you defeated the power of sin that we may have life in you.
May our voices lift high your saving deeds that all would know the freedom found in you.   Amen.



_______________________________________

Friday July 22, 2022

Text:  Romans 12:12
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.

Three statements - just a glimpse of what defines us as Christians. We look around at this world
we live in and ask how can these things continue to be? Wars rage on, prejudice rears its ugly
head all the time, disease and famine still greet us each day. However bleak it may seem, we hold
on trusting that although the future may seem uncertain, we know it will be okay in the end. We
live and celebrate with hope that this is true, and we pray that the love of God prevails.

Let us pray: Faithful God, you do not give up on us assuring us of your goodness and mercy.
May we continue to work for justice and peace, sharing the love that you have shared with us.
Strengthen us for the journey that lies ahead.  Amen.

_______________________________________

Saturday July 23, 2022

Text:  Philippians 4:4 -5
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone.

Regardless of what calamity might try to overwhelm us let us be mindful of this: Rejoice in the
Lord! It isn’t easy to find something to shout with joy about when disaster looms nearby. It is
difficult when others chide you for being so trusting when facing difficulty. This is the time we
are made for though, a time when we let goodness and mercy, kindness and justice shine
through. This is the way we lead others out of the darkness and into the light.

Let us pray: Almighty and merciful God, you have watched humankind do horrific things to each
other throughout history, yet your love remains with us. May we, in humble service to you and
your creation, show love and gentleness everywhere we tread.  Amen.

_______________________________________


