
Daily Devotions
August 21-27, 2022

By Members of the Fortune Lake Lutheran Summer Camp Staff
Crystal Falls, MI

Sunday, August 21, 2022

Text:  Ephesians 3:18-19 (CEV)

“I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what is called wide or long or high
or deep. I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to be
measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is.”

“What do we pray?” No matter where you were on Fortune Lake grounds, if you heard those
four words, everyone within earshot would start to chant our theme verse and end with a big
woo! Now when I read Ephesians 3:18-19, I automatically “woo” in my head. We wanted the
campers to memorize this verse by the end of the week, so we as staff would tell them random
stories and then we would end the story by sneaking the phrase “what do we pray” in, thus
leading the whole chanting to begin again. Throughout the week, we got the privilege of
listening to some campers try to tell some of their own stories, so they too could sneak in that
phrase. One camper visited their sibling on Friday for pick up, and then they themselves came to
camp the next week. The second I met them they started telling me a story and asked, “What do
we pray?” in the end. I was totally not expecting it and it was so rewarding to see someone so
excited about saying our theme verse who hasn’t even been to a week of camp yet.

What stuck out to me with this verse is the last sentence. Even though we didn’t “chantify” it for
our campers it’s still worth pointing out. “Then your lives…” That keyword, “then.” It’s hard to
be filled with God if we don’t know about God’s love. To really know about God’s love, we have
to show that love to others as well. It’s easy for us as Christians to say that, but our actions speak
louder than our words. There is no measurement or criteria to be worthy of God’s love. We as
Christians should keep that in mind and spread that love to whoever we meet. As I tell my
campers, “Even if we don’t like how someone chews their food, we still need to love them like
everyone else.” That is simple for little kiddos to understand, but it’s a good example for us all
that we can take deeper. Know all about Christ’s love, show that love, and then your lives will be
filled with God.

Prayer: Dear Loving God, help us show your immeasurable love to all of those around us. Help
us to be examples of your love, and to show the world who Jesus Christ is through our actions.
Thank you for using Fortune Lake to help spread your radical love. We praise you for blessing us
with a place of grace.  In your name we pray, Amen.

Written by Lillian Bruchman, member of Faith Lutheran, Calumet and General Staff / Cabin
Leader on Fortune Lake’s Summer 2022 Staff

___________________________________________



Monday, August 22, 2022

Reading: Genesis 1:1-28

Reflection:
From my cabin on the lake, I hear the thin wail of a loon slice through the night. The walls of the
structure, once a kayak storage shed, muffle the chorus of frogs and insects. Operatic, the soloist
continues. Of course it’s a love song– often sung to a mate– the wail, however, is also that of a
parent crying out in search of misplaced chicks. Somewhere in the black night, tiny, fluffy forms
fumble through marsh grass; her cry sweeps over the surface of the natal lake. Really it’s
morning already, if we’re being technical, but I can’t sleep, and the dusty white arm of the Milky
Way reaches down like an embrace. The loon has gone silent. She and her young are safe back at
the nest, but the night feels somehow colder and more lonesome without the incisive, insistent
call.

Sitting on the cabin steps now, amidst the great galactic hug, I remember that Rilke wrote: “You,
darkness, of whom I am born– I love you more than the flame that limits the world to the circle it
illumines and excludes the rest.” I think of the first pages of my Bible. And there was evening,
and there was morning. How does God work through these, our soft dark hours? What did God
do in those first darknesses, through and with the night song of Creation? Those first pages grant
us tantalizingly few clues. Somewhere, though, tugging on the sinews of intuition deep within
me, I feel God in this night. I know God in the rhythm and choreography of the unlit world,
humming and fervently alive, in the way that the stars wink, the frogs bellow under the spires of
white pines, and the bass idle among the waterlilies. I sense God somewhere, across the lake, as
a mother loon holds her chicks close to her, their white bellies resting on the warm black feathers
of her back.

Prayer: Nurturing God, thank you for weaving us all into the fabric of your wonderful creation.
Grant us the comfort of knowing that your loving presence extends through every darkness and
help us to know your goodness through all that you have created. Hold us near when we struggle
to see your face, and call us home when we strain to hear you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Written by Sam Brink, member of Messiah Lutheran, Marquette, Intergenerational Camp
Coordinator for Summer 2022, and Camp Intern 2022-23.

___________________________________________

Tuesday, August 23, 2022

Text: John 3:11-17

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe,
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up



the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.”

When I was a kid, there came a time every year in Sunday School that we would learn about
John 3:16. Being a pastor’s kid, I eventually started to think, “Really? This again?” when we’d
get to the lesson. Working at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp this summer, I saw myself in one of
the volunteers at a Day Camp. I had asked my 4-6th graders if they had learned about John 3:16
yet. As they all quietly nodded their heads, the 15-year-old volunteer in the room started to recite
in a monotone voice, “For God so loved the world…”. Somehow, what is the best news we could
ever receive, got lost in a routine chant.

Putting it into context shows just how special this verse can be. We as humans are not always
good at receiving the word of God. Jesus states that, yet gives us this news anyway. Sometimes,
we need to zoom out and remember what comes before and after good news, so that we can
really take it in. John 3:11-17 tells us the good news that God sent God’s only Son, but my
favorite part is what comes after. Jesus says, “God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” Sometimes John
3:16 can be used as a gotcha. The line “so that everyone who believes in him” can be turned into
a threat; you better believe or you might not get eternal life. John 3:17 is a loud reassurance.
Jesus was not sent to condemn the world. Jesus was not sent to divide people into good and bad,
worthy and unworthy. Jesus was sent in order that the world would be saved. God’s love is
beyond all things imaginable, and we receive that love and good news every day.

Prayer: Dear God, we thank you that you love us so much that you’d be willing to give up your
only Son. Help us to remember and understand the good news that is your unconditional love to
all the world. Amen.

Written by Olivia Mai, Day Camp Coordinator on the Summer 2022 Staff at Fortune Lake
Lutheran Camp

___________________________________________

Wednesday, August 24, 2022

Text: Ephesians 2.14-15, 19-20

14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place
of the two, thus making peace.



19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and
also members of the household of God, 20 Built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.

When we read these verses, we can see how Jesus saved us all with his death, how he accepted
everyone despite their mistakes and how he welcomes the people into his new and peaceful
world.

Personally, I’m always scared of visiting a new place because of that wall that we usually built
between us, but when I got to Fortune Lake this summer, I felt more welcomed than ever in my
life. I live in Veracruz right in Mexico, so traveling all the way up to Fortune Lake was scary but
they always found a new way of welcoming me into their culture and beautiful religion. I think
that this is how the Holy Spirit communicates to all of us, through the kind actions that happen in
our lives.

So be welcoming. God gives us the answers so easily.  All we need to do to live in peace is to
welcome, love and respect each other so we can live in Jesus' wonderful world.

Prayer: Our Dear Welcoming God, we thank you for this love that you have for us and for
sending Jesus to welcome us into his amazing world. We pray for all the people that have
welcomed us before and for those who haven't so we can all find Jesus' love to live in peace.  In
Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Written by Aitana Leon, International Staff and Cabin Leader on Fortune Lake’s Summer 2022
Staff.

___________________________________________

Thursday, August 25, 2022

Text: Luke 15:11-32

Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father,
'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. Not long
after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there
squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out
to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. When he
came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have food to spare,
and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; make me like one of your hired servants.' So he got up and went to his father. But
while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. The son said to him,



'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him.
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's
have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and
is found.' So they began to celebrate. Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he
came near the house, he heard music and dancing.  So he called one of the servants and
asked him what was going on. 'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has
killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' The older brother became
angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered
his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders.
Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when
this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill
the fattened calf for him!'  'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and
everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of
yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'"

There is no better parable to explain how strong God’s forgiveness is for us. When we turn away
from God, he still chooses to call you his beloved child and will always forgive you and
welcome you back no matter what. The minute we choose to turn back toward him, he runs out
to meet us and forgives us. The minute we choose to lower ourselves in response to our sin, he
forgives us, lifts us up and calls us his beloved child. Sometimes the most important truths are
the most simple ones. Sometimes the very word we need most is the truth that we’ve heard
thousands of times.

This Parable also goes side by side with the children's book What is God Like? by Daniel Jonce
Evans and Ying Hui Tan. In this beautifully illustrated book, it has many descriptions and images
of God. The two pages that stand out to me are the ones that say, “God is like a Mother, strong
and safe. You can crawl up into her lap whenever you want to, and she will hold you until you
fall asleep” and “God is like a Father, gentle and safe. He will put you on top of his shoulders to
give you a bird’s-eye view of all creation.” These two pages of the book go perfectly with the
parable of the lost son because the father in the parable acts as God does in the children's book.
He forgives, he is strong, he is safe, he protects, and he lifts you up. The final page of the book
What is God Like? states, “She is your protector, He is trustworthy, They are friends when you
feel alone.” Just as the father in the parable, he protected his son, his son trusted him, he was his
son's friend and he forgave his son.

Go throughout today asking the question, “What is God like?” and remind yourselves that God
will always love you, protect you, exalt you and FORGIVE you just like that father and the son
in the parable and in the children's book.

Prayer of forgiveness from others- Author Unknown.
Dear Lord, you are a forgiving and merciful Lord, abounding in love to all who call upon you.
Thank you for granting forgiveness so freely to us who are so undeserving. I pray that you'd
overwhelm my friend with awareness of how much they've been forgiven and that they'd be able
to grant the same mercy to others who have wronged them. Open their eyes to the trap caused by



bitterness, and enable them to find freedom by following your example.   In the name of Jesus
Christ, I pray. Amen.

Written by Annabelle King, International Staff from England and Youth Camp Coordinator on
Summer 2022 Staff at Fortune Lake

___________________________________________

Friday, August 26, 2022

Text: Matthew 13:1-9
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out
to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and
since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!”

I’ve always been confused about Jesus’ last plea in this parable. Of course, if I have ears, I would
be able to hear? But Jesus doesn’t just mean hear as in listen to what he is saying.  He wants the
people sitting on the beach to truly listen to what he is saying and have it completely transform
their lives. Here lies the true message of the parable. If we are the soil and God is throwing the
seeds of the Word into us, how can we become that good soil that brings forth grain a
hundredfold? How can we recognize the circumstances in our lives that can be leading us to
rocky or thorny soil? And what does being good soil mean to us? How can we spread Jesus’ love
into the world? Jesus is calling us to dig deeper into the word, to fully understand it and to strive
to bring justice into the world. To me, being good soil can be a lot of different things. It can mean
being a shoulder for someone to cry on, affirming someone who is experiencing self-doubt, or
lending a hand to someone who is overwhelmed. Being good soil is part of what being a good
Christian is. To love your neighbor and to go and do likewise.

Prayer: Dear Loving and Generous God, thank you for always being there for us. Help us to
hear your word and guide us to transform our lives and the lives of others to live out the Gospel.
In your name we pray, Amen.

Written by Heide Gallagher, Northern Michigan University student and Vagabond Program
Coordinator on Fortune Lake’s Summer 2022 Staff

___________________________________________



Saturday, August 27, 2022

Text: Romans 15:5-6 (NRSV)

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

At Fortune Lake we live in community in the truest sense of the word. We work, sleep, eat,
worship, and play together. In three short — or in some cases maybe long — months, we get to
know one another deeply. This past summer brought together people of various cultures,
abilities, gender identities, races, denominations, political affiliations, and economic statuses.
And this was just amongst the staff! There were rubs. People have different senses of time,
expectations about cleanliness, interpretations of scripture, and even lyrics for songs.

However, the God of steadfastness called us together — through the Holy Spirit — and we were
able to live in harmony. We came together to give each camper the best experience possible, in
the hopes of demonstrating the boundless love of Christ. Each morning we started the day with
devotions. After breakfast we gathered for outdoor worship, surrounded by the white pines, and
joined in song by the loons. Every night we closed the day by singing around the campfire.
These spiritual practices grounded us and reminded us of our common purpose to glorify God.
They allowed us to move past our differences, apologize to one another when necessary, and go
forward for the sake of our common mission: “Seeking to connect God’s word with God’s world,
Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp is a place of grace where all may grow in faith.”

I often tell the summer staff that if I am asked for the hope I see in this world, I point to them. In
the face of increased division, they demonstrate harmony. In a culture that steadily seeks what’s
best for me, these young adults demonstrate self-sacrifice for the sake of the well-being of
others. May we all be moved by their example “so that together you may with one voice glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Prayer: God of harmony, thank you for the ministry of Fortune Lake and the work and
generosity of all of those who support it. May we all seek to set aside our differences for the sake
of the work to which you call us.  In Jesus unifying Name, Amen.

Written by Amanda Rasner, member of United Lutheran, Crystal Falls and Camp Director at
Fortune Lake

___________________________________________


