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Sunday, September 4, 2022

The texts for this week come from the Revised Common Lectionary Daily readings for the
corresponding days from Year C Lectionary 23 and 24. In reading through the passages
prescribed for each day, familial language was bountiful.  Our lives begin the fall cycle in full
force with a new school year underway, fall programming in our congregations preparing to start,
and in the United States, the unofficial welcome of fall with the Labor Day weekend. Let us take
some time to slow down and focus on our loved ones near and far. 

Scripture: Philemon 10, 12, 17
10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during
my imprisonment.
12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you.
17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 

Reflection:
Paul is writing to plead for a young person he has grown close to while imprisoned. Take

a moment and think of a person you have grown close to over the years, not a blood relative, but
chosen family. For example, there are often cards for “like a mother” or “like a father” around
the holidays. God’s love for you is beyond Paul’s love for Onesimus, beyond the love you feel
for your chosen family. God’s love is greater than the love you feel for your child or your
parent(s). Paul sent Onesimus back, no longer imprisoned. Paul did what was in the best interest
of his “child.” One example of selfless love demonstrated only to scratch the surface of God’s
love for you.

Prayer:
Loving God, our parent, thank you for always being there when called upon in times of

joy and sorrow, abundance and need, and times of celebration and desperation. You answer the
calls of your children in love, wrapping them in love and peace. In the name of your Son, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

_________________________________________

Monday, September 5, 2022

Scripture: 2 Kings 17: 35-39
35The LORD had made a covenant with them and commanded them, "You shall not

worship other gods or bow yourselves to them or serve them or sacrifice to them, 36but you



shall worship the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with an outstretched arm; you shall bow yourselves to him, and to him you shall
sacrifice. 37The statutes and the ordinances and the law and the commandment that he
wrote for you, you shall always be careful to observe. You shall not worship other gods; 38

you shall not forget the covenant that I have made with you. You shall not worship other
gods, 39but you shall worship the LORD your God; he will deliver you out of the hand of all
your enemies." 

Reflection:
In this passage, the LORD is refocusing the tribe of Israel. The commandment to only

worship one God and not conform to the cultures surrounding them is key. Do not worship other
multiple gods. Living life at the intersection of multiple demands on our time, focus, and
fulfillment of needs and wants, allows distractions to infiltrate our lives. Priorities are focused
elsewhere, not on living according to God’s commands. Sports schedules, meetings, clubs, work,
finances…the list seems endless. Each task pulls attention and devotion away from God. What
distractions in daily life pull you away from God? What gets in the way of living out the example
of Jesus Christ in the world today?

Prayer:
Good and gracious God, thank you for the opportunities to change each day. The

changing leaves this season remind us dying will give way to the promised regeneration in the
spring. Assist us in turning from all that takes focus from you and the example of your Son as a
model for daily living. You know the stumbling blocks, the “gods” that have taken over in our
lives.  Forgive us and help us to focus on you and worship only you. Amen.

_____________________________________

Tuesday, September 6, 2022

Scripture: 1 Timothy 4:14-16
14Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with

the laying on of hands by the council of elders. 15Put these things into practice, devote
yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. 16Pay close attention to yourself and to
your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and
your hearers.

Reflection:
What are the gifts that others have identified in you - even if you don’t see them as gifts?

While on internship, I have had time to reflect on how others see my gifts for ministry. Each
noted gift seemed like practical items to be accomplished in the everyday life of the church. Not
everyone, however, would think to do those things. What are some things you do that would not
be accomplished otherwise? Your insight and action in those situations are gifts given to you by
God to be used in the Kingdom of God today. On the other hand, what gifts do you see in others



that you can point out as an affirmation? How would affirming the gifts in others change the
course of society? The potential impact is boundless.

Prayer:
Giving God, we give you thanks and praise for the gifts you have given to each of us as

we journey through life. Help us to recognize gifts within ourselves and use them to further your
kingdom on earth. Guide us in recognizing gifts in others. Encourage us to reach out and affirm
them to our siblings in a positive manner. Amen.

______________________________________

Wednesday, September 7, 2022

Scripture: Luke 18:24-27 
24Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter

the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 26Those who heard it said, "Then
who can be saved?" 27He replied, "What is impossible for mortals is possible for God."

Reflection:
As the busyness of fall begins to trudge forth, ready or not, the heaviness of

commitments, carpool, and desires grow into an impossibly long list. What can be trimmed off
our calendars? Where can we better use our time and talents? The wealth in the text is monetary.
It would be impossible to fit a camel through an eye of a needle. If you have ever tried to thread
a needle, it is sometimes impossible even with a single strand of thread! Humanity limits itself
with the “impossible” in the unknown. God accomplishes the impossible. God’s love for
humanity and all of creation is beyond our understanding. Is there something in life that you
want to do that seems impossible? What steps can you take to tackle the task now? Who can help
you along the journey? 

Prayer:
Limitless God, we give you thanks for all you provide each day. Come to us this day and

aid us. Help us see the areas in life that keep us from going through the eye of the needle. Guide
us to live out the commands and example of Jesus in our everyday lives. Amen.

______________________________________

Thursday, September 8, 2022

Scripture: 1 Timothy 1:5
5But the aim of such instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good

conscience, and sincere faith. 



Reflection:
During a discussion with youth, I was asked, “Why do we learn this stuff or read the

Bible anyway?” I was caught off guard by the question. It was asked within a discussion on
interacting with friends in school and how to live out a Christian life in a typically non-Christian
setting. The gathered young people were insightful but realistic in their reasoning. At the time I
wished I could have committed this verse to memory. We learn this “stuff” and read the Bible to
be more loving toward our neighbors, pure in our convictions to act like Jesus in the face of
oppression and injustice, to witness an example of what “doing good” means in a world that
seeks to one-up each other, to grow closer to God, to fertilize the mustard seed of faith into
something more. Why do you come to these devotions each time? Why do you read the Bible,
attend worship, or volunteer your time? Take time to consider the deeper reasoning behind why
these are important to you and in your faith journey. 

Prayer:
Gracious God, we thank you for Son, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, a living example

to follow. Often, we need to see with our own eyes to learn how to live. We ask you to focus our
attention on the instructions you have given us to become better stewards in this world and grow
in love toward one another and our faith in you. Amen. 

______________________________________

Friday, September 9, 2022

Scripture: Genesis 8:1
1But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and all the domestic animals

that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters
subsided; 

Reflection:
Today is the end of a week at Wartburg Theological Seminary for classes and community

building.  A hectic week of connecting and reconnecting with fellow Christians on the journey of
seminary. This week is exhausting and overwhelming as we travel home with our lists of
readings, requirements, and deadlines. Each week the joy of reconnecting is also filled with
anxiety. Wartburg is just one community gathered with beloved children of all backgrounds and
experiences. For those who are introverts, large gatherings are stressful, and a plethora of
emotions arise. This text invites us to imagine the despair Noah felt on the water, in a boat,
surrounded by animals for so many days with destruction all around him. God remembered.
Even when we find it hard to comprehend God is present in difficult, hectic, stressful times, there
is assurance that God is there. Has there been a time when you felt despair or a time you
wondered where God was? Did something happen at the time or since then was there an “ah ha”
moment or a gentle reminder of God’s presence with you? 

Prayer:



Caring God, too often life takes over our focus and despair sets into our hearts. We thank
you for always remembering us and being there for us even when we turn away. Amen.

______________________________________

Saturday, September 10, 2022

Scripture: John 10: 14-17
14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father

knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep
that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So
there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay
down my life in order to take it up again. 

Reflection:
There are only a couple sheep ranches or farms in the UP. Growing up, the only sheep I

ever encountered were at petting zoos or on television. Traveling in Palestine was the first time I
watched actual shepherds and sheep in action. The shepherds had their flocks in the wide open
and as they traveled back to their encampment at night the sheep really did follow them. When
there were a couple different herds mixed together, one whistled his tune and the sheep separated
from the mixed up gathering and followed their leader. The passage about the Good Shepherd hit
home after witnessing sheep behavior firsthand.

This passage mentioned the other sheep. The ones not in the fold, but they must be
brought along too. There is hope for humanity in this passage. God through Jesus was the Good
Shepherd for all. We are one flock, following the one Triune God. As people of God, where are
those sheep not currently gathering that we can reach out to and bring into the flock? Who can be
welcomed in that is not? Who can be cared for that is not? These questions are often difficult to
answer, but ones that need to be answered as individuals, smaller groups, and as congregations. 

Prayer:
Good Shepherd, we give you thanks as we recognize your voice and follow without

question. You provide for our needs. We ask for guidance and aid as we seek to find the sheep
that are lost or in need of a gathering place. Help us witness to them the love you provide for us.
Amen. 

______________________________________


