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Sunday, September 25, 2022

Text:  Luke 21:1-4
Looking up, he saw the wealthy dropping their donations into the treasury.  He saw a poor
widow put in two copper coins and remarked, “I tell you truly that this poor widow has put
in more than all the rest:  for they all gave from their plenty, but she from her poverty has
thrown in her entire livelihood.”

Our congregation has received financial blessings over the years that have allowed us to do more
than just survive.  We were the largest congregation in a three-point parish and for many years
did our best to help our smaller sister churches by shouldering the majority of the financial
burdens.  As our numbers and congregational support declined (a problem too many churches are
faced with), we did not do the logical things.  We did not reduce our synod obligations or stop
supporting worthy causes.  We saw that an open, giving hand was also able to receive blessings
whereas a closed fist clenching coins could not.  Whenever we found ourselves in need
(re-roofing the church and parsonage, for example), we kept the faith that the resources we
needed would be found.  As my mentor Ernie taught me when I first joined the church council
over 40 years ago, “People worry too much about the day-to-day money stuff.  No matter how
deep the hole looks in July, God has a way of filling it in by the end of the year.”

Let’s pray: Help us to put our trust in you so the energy we waste worrying about making ends
meet can be directed toward doing your work.  Amen.

__________________________________________

Monday, September 26, 2022

Text:  Romans 12:3
Through the grace that is granted me I warn each one among you not to value himself more
highly than he should but to think soberly as God has measured out to each his portion of faith.

When our church makes a donation to some charitable cause, we make it a point to post the
thank you notes we receive back on our bulletin board.  Finding ourselves with no pressing
projects and an unexpectedly larger than normal balance in our account this past winter, we
expanded our yearly donation list to more than twenty causes.  Staring at the now crowded
bulletin board, we decided to gather them all into a three-ring binder “Book of Thanks” to make
it easier for all to page through them.  “It kind of looks like we are bragging,” was a comment
made as one of our members looked at the cover.  As I thought about it, I agreed it could look



that way.  “In a way, we are,” I responded, “but we are also sharing.  If others are motivated to
share their blessings with one or more of these groups or to suggest other organizations we can
support as a church, aren’t we doing more than just patting ourselves on the back?”

Let’s pray: Dear God, help us to not brag about what we do but to find more ways to share what
we do in your name.  Amen

__________________________________________

Tuesday, September 27, 2022

Text:  Romans 12:4-8
For just as in one body we have many members, but not all the members have the same function,
so the many of us form the one body in Christ, while each is related to all others as a member.
But having gifts that differ according to the grace bestowed upon us, if it is prophecy, let it be
used in proportion to the measure of faith God has bestowed it;  If it is practical service, then
employ such service in the same way - the teacher in his teaching, the one who admonishes, in
his admonition;  the contributor, in his liberality;  the leader, in his deep interest; he who
practices charity, in genuine cheerfulness.

What is your “superpower?”  I don’t have one and you probably don’t either.  When God calls
our name, how often do we respond with the tried and true, “Oh, I don’t know anything about
that.”  When I was teaching, there were many tasks I learned because they helped me do my job
better.  When it came time to get others involved, it would frustrate me to no end to hear, “Oh,
but you are so good at that.  I could never do that as well as you do.”  This is a pattern that has
been repeated in our church work as well.  Doing God’s work does not require a superpower, just
a willingness to say, “Sure, I can do that.”  Whether we employ skills we already have as
suggested in Romans, or stretch ourselves to try something new, God will be there to guide us
and provide the help we need to do God’s will.

Let’s pray: Lord, when you call my name, help me remember to answer, “Here I am.”

__________________________________________

Wednesday, September 28, 2022

Text:  Psalm 28:7
The Lord is my defense and my shield:  my heart trusted in Him, and I am helped.  Therefore my
heart rejoices, and with my song I will praise Him.

It has become increasingly difficult to watch the news.  With all the strife and rancor at home and
abroad, the daily reminders of global suffering flashed across the TV screens and newspaper
headlines makes us want to turn away and pretend none of it is happening.  Ignoring the world’s



problems can only make things worse.  God protects and shields us but not to isolate us from
trouble. He does this so we can stand up and help God make things better by helping others.

Let’s pray: Dear God, thank you for protecting us and giving us the strength to help others.

__________________________________________

Thursday, September 29, 2022

Text:  Numbers 6:22-26
The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites.
Say to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you;  the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.’”

We lost a dear church friend in July.  Donna was one of those people who was never afraid to
share her faith.  Some years earlier, she had a medical emergency.  While in the hospital, she was
visited by a kindly pastor.  When she recovered, she asked the hospital staff for the name of her
visitor so she could send him a thank you note.  She was told, “We were in and out of your room
all night monitoring your blood pressure.  You did not have any visitors.”  Donna knew Who had
sent her a visitor to tell her just what she needed to hear, and it brought her peace.

When he delivered his message at her funeral service, the pastor explained why the Numbers
verse above was so important to her.  A couple of years ago, Donna’s husband was gravely ill.
Returning from a visit with him as he neared death, she found a wet, crumpled piece of paper on
her driveway.  On it was written Numbers 6:22-26.  When she looked up the passage, she again
knew where it came from (or as the pastor said, “Who it came from”).  Donna repeated these
stories often and they always brought the same peaceful feelings to whomever she shared them.

Let’s pay: Thank you for sending us your words and signs we need when we need them.  Amen

__________________________________________

Friday, September 30, 2022

Text:  Mark 11:22-23
Jesus answered them.  “Have faith in God.  For I assure you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be
taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and entertains no inner doubt but believes what he says will
happen, it shall be so for him.”

“Suomalaisia alkoi siirtymään Massiin, Michiganian, vuoden 1900 paikkeilla kaivantoihin.”

For the non-Finnish speakers (me included) this translates as, “Finnish people began to arrive in
Mass, Michigan about the year 1900 to work in the mines.”  While recently uncluttering the



church storeroom, we uncovered some interesting documents.  The above passage was taken
from “Highlights from the history of Mass St. Paul’s Lutheran Congregation''.  Written by
Charles Nara, these highlights appeared in the Jubilee Booklet whose cover includes the dates
“1891 – 1951”.  All the Jubilee Book’s sections are printed in both Finnish and English and the
above passage continues with: “The locality was at that time the heart of the Ontonagon County
copper mining industry.  The moral tone of life here was that which was usual for mining
centers.  However, there were some among our people who had not forgotten the God of their
fathers and who longed to have the Church in their midst so that they could worship God in their
mother tongue.”

Even in a new land, a hardy group of immigrants began by organizing a church.  They began
meeting in the local Temperance Hall.  They eventually built a new church on land donated by
the Mass Mining Company.  Though the church has been remodeled and a new entry way,
offices, council room and foyer added, some of the original church window framing and exterior
walls can be seen in the attic storage wings.  Many of the names of those pioneers of our
congregation are not familiar to us today but some are still present in the local communities.  If
there are times when I worry about our church’s future, I look back in gratitude to what was
started here more than a century ago and pray we will continue to honor God as faithfully as our
congregation’s founders did.

Let’s pray: Dear Lord, remind us to honor the faith of those who came before us by continuing
the work they started in your name. Amen.

__________________________________________

Saturday October 1, 2022

Text:  John 15:16
You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you and appointed you to go out and produce fruit
and that your fruit should be permanent, so whatever you ask the Father in My name He may
grant you.

When our old organ began giving us hints that it was losing the will to live (crackling sounds, the
occasional smell of burnt wires), our choir director Helen and my wife organized the search for a
replacement.  They traveled near and far to check out various models before settling on the Allen
organ that now graces our balcony.  They dug into the finances and came up with a plan that I
was to outline at the next congregational meeting.  I can do math but I am not a financial wizard,
so it was a bit nerve racking for me to present this first major spending item during one of my
earliest terms as the church council president.  Following the script, we came to the moment
when we were about to ask for a motion to move the project forward when a quiet, elderly
congregant named Lillian raised her hand.  Pastor Tom was on that side of the church, so he
acknowledged her.  She said, “Pastor, I was wondering, could I just pay for the organ?”  When he
looked at me and inquired, “What do I say?” there was only one thing I could think of -“Say
‘yes’ and ‘thank you.’”  After a motion, second, and vote, the deal was sealed.  From that day



forward, I have never worried about being a financial wizard.  As long as we do God’s work in
good faith, God shows us a path to get things done.

Let’s pray: Dear Lord, you have shown us time and time again that faith in you and open giving
hands doing your work are the tools we need to carry on.

__________________________________________


