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Sunday October 16, 2022

Bible Verse: Luke 18:6-7
“Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones
who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them?”

What do we think of God?

Jesus comes up with tricky questions.  In today’s Gospel he sets side by side a crooked judge, on
one hand, and God on the other.  Then he asks:  in practice, from which of these two do we
expect more?

Enough persistence might wear down even a corrupt, self-centered official, who had “no fear of
God and no respect for anyone.”   And Jesus says, “Will not God grant justice to his chosen ones
who cry to him day and night?”  Then he asks, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith
on earth?”

He knows us well.  Once, his disciples asked, “Lord, increase our faith.”  He answered, “If you
had faith…”  Condition contrary to fact.  To speak of faith, and praise it, and to tell of God’s
compassion – we can do that.  But then comes Monday morning, and our daily lives.  Will he
find faith?

What do I expect from God?  Perhaps, once pious words are stripped away, the answer far too
often is “not much.”  And that is not acceptable.  I believe Jesus came as God’s voice, and
offered love, forgiveness, hope, and then took that to the Cross.  And rose, triumphant.  Now
that’s got to have consequences.  The world is not the same as once it was.  So my question this
week is:  how can I find help is learning to rely on God?

Prayer: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries.
Teach us to rely day and night on your care.  Amen.

_______________________________

Monday October 17, 2022

Bible Verse: Genesis 32:22-24



The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.  He took them and sent them across the
stream, and likewise everything that he had.  Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with
him until daybreak.

Let’s take a little time with Jacob.  It’s years after he had fled in terror from his family.  He had
cheated his brother Esau and was convinced that his brother would kill him if he stayed.  So he
ran.  Then he spent the next years being cheated, and cheating when he could.  (Yes, Jacob was
something of a jerk.)  Now he’s heading home.  But he’s still afraid of Esau, and he still cares
more about himself than anybody else.  So he sends his wives (the least favorite one first) and his
children and everything he has across the river toward Esau, and he waits behind, ready to run.
(Did I say he was a jerk?)

And a man wrestled with him until daybreak.  A “man” or something.  Something that said, “Let
me go, for the day is breaking.”  Now that’s spooky.  What is it that would flee the dawn?

But more in keeping with our theme this week:  do you see anything so far about relying on
God?  Any mention of faith?

Jacob is relying on his own deceitful cleverness to wriggle through life and its perils.  He
mentions God from time to time, often apparently thinking that with enough pious words he can
even bamboozle his Lord.  But it’s mostly Jacob, who, like the “unjust judge,” seems to have “no
fear of God nor respect for anyone.”  And now what all his cleverness has led him into is sheer
nightmare terror.  Wrestling with shadows that are stronger than he is.

That’s what God had to work with.  A thief, a liar, a con man.  And yet, and even so, God found
a way to bless him, and to give him a new name, “Israel,” which can mean either “God strives”
or “one who strives with God.”  And through him, even through Jacob, God found a way to
move his promise forward, toward the redemption of the world.

So here I am, like Jacob, hardly ready to rely on God.  In this story I see hope for me.  God is far
better at being reliable than we are at relying on God.

Prayer:  O Lord God, your patience and mercy surround us even when we try to rely on
ourselves, not you.  Help us to learn that you are our only hope.  Amen.

_______________________________

Tuesday October 18, 2022

Bible Verse: Psalm 121:1-2
I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.

From where is my help to come?  Some older translations read the first verse otherwise: I will
lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.



This is because translation is difficult; Hebrew was not written with any question marks for
punctuation.  But this is a question, not an answer. My help does not come from the hills.  It
comes from the Lord.

Living in the beauties of the Upper Peninsula, it would be tempting to think otherwise.  To feel
that we’re closer to God in the woods.  I was raised in the woods, and I understand that.  As I
write, the trees are turning gold and red and glorious.  And it’s true that the hills may calm me
when I’m troubled.  But they don’t have the power to help me.  They don’t even know I’m here.

But God does.  Jesus said, “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?  Yet not one of them is
forgotten in God’s sight.  But even the hairs of your head are all counted.”

Someone once wrote, “We asked God, ‘How much do you love me?’  And Jesus answered, ‘ This
much!’  And he stretched out his arms; and died.”  Jesus crucified tells me of God’s love, with
clarity that even I can understand.  Jesus risen and triumphant tells me this love means
something.  The God whom I see in Jesus, is a God I will dare to rely on.

Prayer:  O Lord God, help me to remember that real help comes from you, and that you care for
us and will never abandon us.  Amen.

_______________________________

Wednesday October 19, 2022

Bible Verse: Psalm 121:7-8
The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.
The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

Not only now, but always.  Not only in the future, but now.  You and I are safe in the hands of
God.

That’s hard to believe, in those days when trouble surrounds us and the light at the end of the
tunnel looks like an oncoming train.  And the word of God is not a promise of prosperity, nor
that we’ll never be hurt.  The Cross is still there; and that is the only road home for us.  And, as
the Gospels remind us, acting rashly and jumping off the top of the temple would not be trust,
but arrogance.

What is God’s promise to us, in time of trouble? What I see in this Psalm today is that, whatever
happens, we will not be left alone.  And through it all, whatever comes, God will lead us home.

A few years ago, our congregation had guests from our partner church in Tanzania, and our
guests taught us a song I love:



“We are going, no one knows where we are going, we know we are.
We will get there, heaven knows how we will get there, we know we will.
It will be hard we know, and the road will be muddy and rough,
but we’ll get there, heaven knows how we will get there, we know we will.”

Yes, heaven does know how.  And that is why we’ll get there.  That much we do know because
God has promised.  There’s an assurance worth trusting.

Prayer:  O Lord God, I do not know the way; but you do.  Be with me.  Watch over me.  Lead
me home to you.  Amen.

_______________________________

Thursday October 20, 2022

Bible Verse: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.

From where is my help to come?  In very concrete terms, help is one thing I will look for in the
Bible.  Not happy talk telling me how lovely everything is, not reassurance of how right I am,
but help.  Teaching when I need to learn, reproof when I’m going wrong, correction to show me
a better road, and training – because I need to be equipped to do something useful.

First, I will need to begin by expecting that the Bible is addressed to me – the reproofs and
correction as well as the encouragement.  I’ll get nowhere by confessing somebody else’s sins.  I
will also need to remember that it’s “all scripture” that is inspired by God and useful.  Bear in
mind that when 2 Timothy was written the New Testament was still being written.  “Scripture”
meant what we call the Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible.  Some of this is hard to read; but I
can’t leave out the parts that don’t appeal to me.  One approach I find useful is, when there’s a
part of the Bible I don’t know what to do with, I assume that it’s pointing me toward something I
don’t yet understand.  There’s certainly plenty of that!

But I will also cling to those things that have already gripped my heart.  Above all Jesus -
compassionate, speaking in the name of his Father, crucified, and risen triumphant.  He is why I
believe in God.  He is where I find hope.  He is why I dare to search the rest of the Scripture he
loved; if even the hardest passages once spoke to Jesus, then there’s a voice I want to hear. All
scripture is inspired by God.

Prayer:  O Lord God, you are speaking to me in your written word.  Help me to listen.  Help me
to hear.  Amen.

_______________________________



Friday October 21, 2022

Bible Verse: 2 Timothy 4:3-4
For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching
ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn
away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.

Relying on God means relying on a truth which doesn’t depend on “my own desires.” I need a
rock to cling to.

I find no rock in “religion in general.”  It is only in Jesus that I find a God who truly cares about
us and our broken world.

The apostle Paul wrote once to the Corinthians:

If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has
not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain.
…
If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those
also who have died in Christ have perished.  If for this life only we have hoped in Christ,
we are of all people most to be pitied.
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

“In fact.” There’s the rock I need.  A hope that is true both in this world, in fact, and for a future
which stretches beyond what I can understand or imagine.  The Gospel is rooted in real-world
history.  Remember this is Paul who wrote, Paul who had been convinced that Christians were a
menace to be stamped out, until he met the risen Jesus. His witness cannot be written off as
wishful thinking.  Nor, really, can that of the other apostles; people with no power, who hid in
fear, until something transformed them into people whose witness would transform the world.

Prayer:  O Lord God, you hear our hearts and answer in Christ Jesus, your Son and our hope.
Help me to rely on him.  Amen.

_______________________________

Saturday October 22, 2022

Bible Verse: Luke 18:14
I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.

Let’s end this week with tomorrow’s Gospel.  Jesus spoke “to some who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt.”  This is always a danger in any
religion.



So who were “this man” and “the other”?  The Gospel says “a tax collector” and “a Pharisee.”
We’ve heard this before – too often, perhaps to be surprised by it.  I think our automatic
association would be:  Pharisee equals hypocrite; tax collector sounds like a reasonably harmless
job.  Those who heard Jesus would not have heard it that way.  “Tax collectors” were those
who’d not only given in to the Roman occupying army but were making a profit from it.  They
worked for the enemy, and used the fear of Roman “justice” to skim off even more for
themselves.  The “Pharisees” on the other hand, were famous for their firm religious devotion;
they honestly tried to live their lives in strict obedience to Scripture.  Jesus called them
“hypocrites”; but not because they said one thing and did another.  Rather, because their focus
was on their actions, rather than the need we all have for a changed heart.  The word “hypocrite”
literally means “actor in a play” – following the script, “playing” a character which we really
aren’t.

What sent the tax collector home blessed, and not condemned, was that he knew, bone deep, that
he needed to be transformed.  He did not make excuses. He simply prayed, “God, be merciful to
me, a sinner!”

If I am ever truly to rely on God, then that will be where I need to stand.

Prayer:  Holy God, your mercy surprises us with forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and
grant that all the earth may find their hope in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

_______________________________


