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October 23: Justified by Faith

Bible Verse: Romans 3:27-28
“Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but
by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.”

On October 30th, the church will observe Reformation Day. In anticipation of that celebration,
our devotions this week will center on some of the Reformation’s major themes, starting with the
big one: “Justification by grace through faith apart from works of the law for the sake of Christ.”
Whew, that’s a mouthful. A lot of times, this teaching gets talked about in a really abstract,
doctrinal way that makes it hard to see how it matters for our lives.

Let’s make it more concrete. Has anyone ever asked you questions like: “Why did you do that?”
“Why are you here?” “Why are you allowed to do this?” “What gives you the right?” Whenever
we answer questions like these, we are trying to justify ourselves. We might say something like:
“Because I earned it,” or “Because I paid for it,” or “Because so-and-so said I could.” We’re put
on the defensive, we might become insecure, even anxious. What if the other person doesn’t
think our justification is good enough? What if I actually don’t have the money to pay for this?
What if there was a better course of action I should’ve taken? What if I don’t have the right
credentials? What if I’m not actually good enough to be here?

The need to justify ourselves leaves us feeling insecure. Recognizing our sins and shortcomings
seems to undermine our claim to self-justification, so we rush to hide our faults and make
ourselves look as good as possible by boasting about our wealth, our looks, our status, our
accomplishments, or our super-spiritual life. God, however, knows the truth. For Luther, before
he discovered justification through faith, that was terrifying! If all the evil I have done, and the
good that I have left undone is exposed, how can I possibly justify myself?

What Luther rediscovered was that justification is a gift of God’s grace. Because of Christ, we
don’t have to justify ourselves, and nobody has to justify themselves to us. When we trust this,
(that is when we have faith in this good news), we are freed from the burden of self-justification
and the spiritual insecurities and anxieties that come with it. We become kinder towards others,



knowing that they don’t need to justify themselves to us. We can enjoy the freedom of God’s
grace, and extend that same grace toward others.

Prayer: O God, I thank you for the gift of your grace. Through your Holy Spirit, awaken my
faith, and teach me to share your grace with others. Amen

_________________________________

October 24, 2022: Law/Gospel

Bible Verse: Galatians 3:23
“Now, before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would
be revealed.”

“Buckle up! It’s the Law!”

There are a lot of signs on the road reminding us of traffic laws: No passing lane. Stop on red.
Right turn only. You get the idea. Without laws, driving would be chaos.  I’m grateful for traffic
laws.

On the one hand, we resent laws because they restrict our freedoms and spoil our fun. Oftentimes
people in power write the laws to benefit themselves. Laws are often enforced unequally.
Criminal Justice systems are corrupted by violence and by racial and economic injustice. We
resent the Law, but we also often crave it. Having clearly defined rules gives us a sense of
direction and safety. Nobody wants to drive on a road without clearly defined rules. Nobody
wants to follow someone who doesn’t clearly communicate their expectations.

God’s law is a gift to God’s people that way. Whether it be the Old Testament Laws given to
ancient Israel, or the Sermon on the Mount given to Jesus’s followers, we are given the gift of
knowing what God expects of us: To love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and
strength and to love our neighbors as ourselves. The Reformers reminded us, however, that the
Law is not the Gospel. Jesus didn’t come to give us good advice, or even good rules, but to bring
good news. This good news is the news of what God has done for us through Jesus. The Law is
our grateful response. But, as the reformers remind us, it's important to distinguish between the
two, and remember that it is what God has done for us, not what we do for God, that saves us,
heals us, and sets us free.

Prayer: “God, thank you for your life-giving gospel, through your Spirit, help me to respond
faithfully with love today. Amen.”

_________________________________



October 25: Theology of the Cross

Bible Verse: 1 Corinthians 2:1-2
“When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of
God to you with superior speech or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

I recently saw an advertisement for a workout program that promised that if I followed it for a
few months, I would have a “Greek god physique.” If you don’t know what that is, just google
“Greek statues'' and your screen will be filled with scantily clad stone statues with bulging biceps
and six-pack abs. The Greeks were very interested in finding the ideal physique, and apparently
figured that the gods would possess such “perfect” bodies. After all, “god” and “glory” go hand
in hand, so the gods should have everything humans consider “glorious” like wealth, power, and
muscular pecs, right?

When we try to understand God through the lens of glory, our spirituality becomes an attempt to,
by our own efforts, rise above our mere humanity and become something more physically,
morally, mentally, and spiritually glorious and godlike. People who attain glory for themselves
are then seen as being closer to God. Luther calls this the “theology of glory,” and Christians fall
for it all the time.

Walk into your local church though and you’ll see a different picture: one of a man hanging on a
cross suffering pain, mockery, death. The Greeks thought worshiping a God like this was
foolishness. But for Paul and the early Christians it was the Good News. Rather than having to
climb up to the level of the gods through our own efforts, God had come down to us, descending
even into our deepest shame, suffering, and humiliation. This is what Luther called the “theology
of the cross.” It leads to a grace-filled, humble way of living and speaking about God. The
theology of the cross helps us face the harsh realities of suffering, sin, and injustice because it
shows us that God is present even in these un-glorious realities. How much more grace-filled and
life-giving might your life be if, instead of trying to achieve some sort of super-human status in
order to reach God, you could trust that God has descended, and met you where you are, even in
your least glorious moments?

Prayer: “God, be with me, those I love, and all in the world who suffer, that even the most
wounded hearts might be comforted. Amen”

_________________________________

October 26: The Word of God



Bible Verse: John 1:1
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

The Reformation put the Bible front and center. Following the Reformation, the Church
hierarchy was no longer the authoritative source of Christian teaching and behavior, but rather
(the Reformers hoped) Scripture and Scripture alone. For people at the time, this was liberating!
It meant they could read and interpret Scripture for themselves. It democratized the faith.

However liberating it was initially, this emphasis on Scripture gets complicated once we realize
that the Bible has to be interpreted. First it has to be translated, then read, interpreted and taught.
Then we have to look at our own situation and decide if and how it can be applied. Since the
people who are translating, reading, interpreting, and applying are human beings, there are bound
to be mistakes and disagreement. To make matters far worse, people in positions of privilege and
power have historically used the Bible to justify their power and oppress others. How do we
decide between all these different interpretations and applications? If you’ve tried to figure out
what the Bible teaches about various hot button issues, you’ve probably found yourself confused
as to what is expected of you as a Christian.

Without trying to settle all the disputes, notice what, or rather who the Bible is referring to when
it says, “The Word.” In John 1:1, the “Word” is Jesus “The Word made flesh.” Jesus is God’s
way of communicating to us who he is, not through written words, but in the flesh. At the heart
of our faith is a person, not a book. The book just helps us get to know that person who reveals
God to us. Luther loved the Bible because through it we hear both Law and Gospel, and through
faith in the Gospel, that is, what Jesus has done for us, we receive God’s life-giving grace and are
drawn into communion with God and each other. This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to
God!

Prayer: “God, who made yourself known in human form, guide me on my journey, and draw me
closer to you. Amen.”

_________________________________

October 27: The Baptismal Life

Bible Verse: Matthew 28:19
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”



I take every opportunity I get to visit Lake Superior. Even if it's just for a few minutes to watch
the waves come in, it is worth it. I feel drawn to the water, and I’m not the only one. Find any
body of water, lake, river, or ocean, and you’ll inevitably find people there, swimming, fishing,
or simply watching it lost in thought. Water is something we feel drawn to return to.

The Small Catechism reminds us that the waters of Baptism aren’t just water. They are waters
over which God’s Word is spoken. The promises made to us through Jesus are spoken over the
waters before we enter them either as children or as adults. Luther is quick to point out that
without that Word, the water would be just like any other water: beautiful, wonderful, refreshing,
yes, but not a sign and sacrament of our salvation.  It is God’s Word that makes it into a means of
Grace. Yet like the lakeshore, Luther believed baptism isn’t an event that we just get over and
done with, it is something that we return to again and again.

While we only get baptized once (God’s promises work the first time!) it is still important to
return to the Word and the waters to remind ourselves of what happened when we were baptized.
We can’t repeat our baptism, but we are called to return to the waters again and again to
remember God’s promises. Luther spoke of the “Baptismal life” of continually dying and rising,
letting go of the old, and living into our new life and new identity in Christ. Baptism is a way of
life, a process of being made new. Luther believed it was the deepest comfort available to us on
earth. Next time you visit a body of water, may it be a refreshing, comforting, and even
challenging reminder to you of the overwhelming power of God’s grace.

Prayer: “God, whose Spirit hovers over the waters of creation, make of me a new creation in
Christ. Amen”

_________________________________

October 28: The Two Kingdoms

Bible Verse:  Mark 12:17
“Jesus said to them: “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.”

Should Christians be involved in politics? Does our faith have anything to do with politics? This
is a pretty highly charged question, and my guess is that you, like me, have some pretty strong
feelings about it. The reformers wrestled with it, too, and Martin Luther’s ideas about this later
got labeled “The Two Kingdoms.” The image Luther actually used though was the two hands
with which God works in the world. The first is the gospel, entrusted to the church, through
which God’s transforming grace enters into our lives. Through faith, God works an inner
transformation in our lives. The second is civil government, through which (ideally) justice is



ensured. Human government, like the church, is obviously corrupted by sin, but through both,
God still works to promote the common good and restrain evil. Sort of like Law and Gospel,
these two things are related, but distinct. These two hands belong to the same God after all. It’s
the right hand that saves, but we can’t do without the left.

As Christians we live in both kingdoms (or governments). We are the same people when
worshiping in the pews as we are voting at the polls. So as responsible citizens of both the
earthly and the heavenly kingdoms, we should ask how both forms of belongings inform the
other, without getting the two confused. Being an American isn’t the same thing as being a
Christian, and being a Christian isn’t the same thing as being an American. When we get the two
confused, we get Christian Nationalism.

What if we saw political engagement as a way to follow God’s command to love our neighbor?
What if, as Christians, our political engagement wasn’t based on defeating or controlling our
neighbors, but rather by loving them? I invite us all to consider how love shapes our votes and
engagement in this election season, but to remember that while we are called to love the world,
we are not its saviors, and neither are the politicians we vote for.

Prayer: “Lord of all, grant wisdom to those who hold authority, and by your grace, transform
us, that we might publicly love our neighbor, as you have loved us in Christ. Amen”

_________________________________

October 29: The Freedom of a Christian

Bible Verse: Galatians 5:13
“For you were called to freedom brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but rather humbly serve one another through love.”

Freedom is, to put it mildly, kind of a big deal. In America we talk about it a LOT. Usually by
freedom we mean the ability to do what we want without anybody else getting in the way by
telling us what to do. The only acceptable limit on our freedom is other people's freedom. If what
I’m doing doesn’t get in the way of your freedom, I should be allowed to do it.

But what is freedom for? For a Christian, freedom isn’t about indulging in whatever we want, it
is the freedom to love. Sin robs us of this freedom by alienating us from the God who is love. By
reconciling us to love, God’s grace sets us free, so that we might love God and our neighbors as
ourselves.



In his tract, The Freedom of a Christian, Luther put it this way: “Therefore, we conclude that
Christian individuals do not live in themselves but in Christ and their neighbor, or else they are
not Christian. They live in Christ through faith and in the neighbor through love.” [emphasis
mine] How might we live if, in faith, we saw ourselves as free for the sake of our neighbor?

Prayer: “God, through Christ you set us free from the power of sin and death, reform us and all
your church, that we might reflect your love through new life in you. Amen.”

_________________________________


