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Sunday, November 13, 2022

Text:  Exodus 35:21
“and everyone who was willing and whose heart moved him came and brought an offering
to the Lord for the work of the Tent of Meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred
garments.”

Stewardship has long been a passion of mine.  It all started about 30 years ago when I was asked
to be on the Stewardship Committee at Peace Lutheran Church in Waunakee, Wisconsin.  To be
honest, at the time, I did not even understand what stewardship was.  But I was honored that I
was asked, and began studying the subject.  I read books and took classes that were offered
through the Synod.  Well, as it turns out the Holy Spirit really got to me on this one.  Maybe it
was because I was really not a good steward myself.

I discovered that like many churches, a stewardship committee is formed at about the same time
every year to lead the annual stewardship emphasis.  At our meetings, we mainly talked about
financial giving and how to increase it.  However, in all my studying, I realized that it is not
“what” we give, but “how” we give.  This Bible passage really sums it up: everyone who was
willing and whose heart moved him. Giving is not real if it does not come from the heart.

Let’s pray:  Heavenly Father, you give us everything in abundance!  Help me to remember that
giving faithfully and joyfully will bring me even closer to you.  Amen.

_________________________________

Monday, November 14, 2022

Text:  Proverbs 3:9-10
“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns
will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.”

When my husband, Devon, and I were first married, we had some debt.  We bought a house and
were paying on student loans.  We also spent time and money on enjoyment.  Nothing big.  No
fantastic vacations.  No spending sprees for clothes or toys.  But we did go out to eat and we
played golf and took weekend trips with friends.  “Extra” money was hard to come by.

In those days, when we got our paychecks, bills were paid, money was used for fun, and some
weeks there wasn't much left.  I had learned that you “had” to put something in the offering plate
when you were in worship, so, when we didn't have an offering, we didn't go to church.  I had
never learned the concept of first fruits giving.  Sadly, it is just human nature that when we give



back what God has so generously supplied, it is often only what is left over.

Let’s pray: Heavenly Father, you give us everything in abundance!  Help me to remember that
in that abundance there is room for all that is truly important.  Remind me to think of you first
and not give only what is left over.  Amen.

__________________________________

Tuesday, November 15, 2022

Text:  Deuteronomy 16:17
“Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed
you.”

How has God blessed you?  There are many congregations in our Synod.  Some are small and
some are quite large.  Some of our sanctuaries are filled with seniors and some with young
families.  No matter what our congregation looks like, our church leaders can be assured that
God has provided us with what we need to carry out the ministries that God inspires us to do.

Through the Holy Spirit, we have many gifts.  Some people are leaders.  Some people have great
ideas.  Some people have a musical gift.  Some the gift of hospitality and cooking.  Some can
build and repair.  There are gifts of love and compassion.  When we look around on Sunday
mornings, the gifts are there.  When we have meetings of various committees, the gifts are there.
God knows whatever we need, and it is given to us.  Don't make the mistake of thinking that
someone else will do it better than you can.  Bring your gift to the Lord in proportion to the way
that you have been blessed.

Let’s pray: Heavenly Father, you give us everything in abundance!  Help me to discover my
gifts and let them shine for the glory of God.  Amen.

_________________________________

Wednesday, November 16, 2022

Text:  Matthew 14:19-20
“And he directed the people to sit down on the grass.  Taking the five loaves and the two
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves.  Then he gave them to
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.  They all ate and were satisfied, and
the disciples picked up twelve baskets of broken pieces that were left over.”

I remember when we first started talking of a possibility of closing the church at the start of the
pandemic.  It seemed that one minute we were planning our Lenten services and the next all
plans came to a halt.  What we had at the time was meager.  We had talked about a new sound
system, recording music and online worship, but we needed technology talents and money.  We
had some very talented members that donated a lot of time.  We had many members contribute to



the technology needs and purchased the equipment for online worship.  Faith brought everything
together and “we all ate and were satisfied.”

Sometimes it may feel that what we have is not enough.  We can be paralyzed by scarcity.  But
Jesus can use and multiply whatever we have to offer.  When we all contribute something, it is
no coincidence that miracles can happen.

Let’s pray: Heavenly Father, you give us everything in abundance!  Help us to see and have
confidence in that abundance.  Help us to see how you can multiply all our time, talents and
treasures to fulfill your purposes.  Amen.

_________________________________

Thursday, November 17, 2022

Text: Matthew 10: 7-8
“As you go, preach this message:  The kingdom of heaven is near.  Heal the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.  Freely you have received, freely
give.”

What is stewardship?  Basically, as I see it, stewardship is everything.  There is no action or
decision that does not involve stewardship.  We have not achieved our education, our jobs, our
families, or our faith on our own.  Everything! Everything that we have is a gift from God.  What
we do with our gifts are decisions that we make on a daily and sometimes hourly basis.
Stewardship is how we set our priorities.  Stewardship is how we make our commitments.

When we recognize what we have been given to care for, when we breathe in the abundance, we
are freed to give.  When we realize all that we have, it opens our eyes to the needs that surround
us.  There are so many needs in our communities.  Jesus sends us out to use our lives to further
his kingdom.  Decide to share these abundant gifts so all may know Jesus.  Freely give.

Let’s pray: Heavenly Father, you give us everything in abundance!  As we go out, let us freely
give because we have freely received.  Amen.

_________________________________

Friday, November 18, 2022

Text:  2 Corinthians 8:13-14
“Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there
might be equality.  At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in
turn their plenty will supply what you need.  Then there will be equality,”

One of the managers of our local food pantry is very passionate about her work.  You see, at one
time she was in a position that she needed food from her local food pantry.  That helped her get



through some very hard financial times.  She got through those times and then volunteered and
now works for the food pantry.  She knows that her clients are not lesser because of their need.

A few weeks ago, when I was volunteering at our food pantry, a woman came in that I used to
work with.  Sadly, she had gone blind in one eye and was unable to do her job.  She is now
disabled, and the food pantry helps her make ends meet.  She is not lesser because of her need.

We can never know when we may be in need of someone's help or generosity.  God does not
expect us to give away more than we can afford.  God does not want us to put our own families
at risk of not having basic needs.  God wants sharing and equality.  When we have plenty, give.
If we have need, accept the gifts of others.

Let’s pray: Heavenly Father, you give us everything in abundance!  Sometimes we have
circumstances that cause us to be in need.  We thank you for all those that share when they have
plenty.  Amen.

_________________________________

Saturday, November 19, 2022

Text:  1 Thessalonians 5:16
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for
you in Christ Jesus.”

As I said in the first of this week’s devotions, stewardship is a passion of mine.  I have learned
that it encompasses everything.  I have also learned that sharing can bring joy.  You see, gifts
cannot be forced.  I am blessed to be able to play the flute.  I love to play at worship services and
I enjoy music.  It makes me happy.   On one Saturday every month, our church members
volunteer at our local food pantry.  I went one time when there was a need for someone to load
cars with food boxes.  Clients were so grateful that we would give our time on a weekend to help
them.  I honestly received much more than I gave, and I have been volunteering ever since.  It
makes me happy.

The last Sunday of October was our annual Stewardship Sunday.  Before I could even think of
the needs in the kitchen to put on a nice brunch following the worship service, a wonderful
person volunteered to share her gifts and take care of all things “kitchen.”  That is not my gift,
but she enjoyed it.  It made her happy.  It takes everyone and all varieties of gifts to further the
kingdom of God.

Being a good steward brings joy.  Pray that everyone discovers their gifts so they can feel that
great joy in sharing.  And give thanks to the Holy Spirit for giving us what we truly need at the
exact right time.

Let’s pray: Heavenly Father, you give us everything in abundance!  Let us pray that everyone
discovers their gifts and the great joy of sharing them.  Amen.



_________________________________


