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Sunday, November 20, 2022

Text:  Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to
come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to
it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that
we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate
for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

When Isaiah, son of Amoz, put forth this word from the God of Israel, it was a time of
fear and imminent destruction, when the Assyrian Empire was triumphant throughout the
ancient Near East, a time when news from abroad was always of new destruction and
enslavement, and the threat of invasion was a constant fear in peoples’ minds. By
contrast, this message from God is a vision of what the world might be, rather than what
the world is. Instead of an army marching on Jerusalem, there comes a procession of
worshipers and students, eager to be taught the ways of the God of Jacob. Instead of
decrees of war from the king, Mt. Zion issues instruction and merciful judgment, decrees
of peace and the forgetting of war. Tools of destruction are to be made into tools of
cultivation, trading what takes life for what gives life. From that time of fear and anxiety
to this one, we read this text as a promise of what is to come and what is becoming in our
world, through the power of the Holy Spirit. As the prophet invites us, come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

____________________________

Monday, November 21, 2022

Text:  Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to
come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the



mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to
it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that
we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate
for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

On Sunday, November 13th, our lectionary gospel was Luke 21:5-19, in which Jesus
warns the disciples of the future, the destruction of the Temple and the coming
persecution. As I read Jesus’ description of “wars and insurrections,” and “great
earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues,” I saw our people listening
intently and nodding along – in times like these, of pandemic and conflict, we become
more attuned to warnings of such things in Scripture. When regional wars threaten to
become nuclear conflicts, when deadly viruses become contagious and widespread, when
natural disasters become more dangerous due to climate change, we expect Scripture to
speak of such things, and sometimes we want Scripture to confirm our worst fears. But
Scripture also contains hope, and a vision of the future not based in catastrophe, but
healing. Isaiah’s message, as it was to Israel then as it is to us now, concerns both the
promise of the coming eschaton, and a vision of what can be possible now. This passage
tells of the light that will come, by the grace and power of God, and invites us in the
present to walk into that light today. Thanks be to God.

____________________________

Tuesday, November 22, 2022

Text:  Psalm 122

1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
2Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together.
4To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give

thanks to the name of the LORD.
5For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of David.
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.
7Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.”
8For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.”
9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good.



Psalm 122 is the third of the fifteen Song of the Ascents (Psalms 120-134), a series of
psalms associated with pilgrimage and pilgrimage festivals, such as Passover, the Feast of
Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles. It’s very likely that Psalm 122 came from the
celebration of any one of these festivals, which makes it especially appropriate for this
week of travel, family time, and thanksgiving. It is also the third in a mini-series of
psalms – Psalm 120 is the lamentation of an individual far from home among enemies,
Psalm 121 is a hymn of comfort as the traveler approaches Mt. Zion, and Psalm 122 is a
song of joy as they enter the peaceful city. As the psalmist travels, they also make an
internal journey, from anxiety and alienation to peace and the comfort of home. If you are
traveling this week for the holiday, may God be with you on your journey, and if you are
far from home (or far from the feeling of home), I pray that God’s peace be with you now
and always.

____________________________

Wednesday, November 23, 2022

Text:  Romans 13:11-14

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

There is a temptation to read our lectionary selection for this Sunday and dwell on the
end-times of it all, the sudden arrival, the surprise-twist conclusion. In our reflections and
in the pulpit, we do have to contend with both Jesus’ teaching that the Son of Man will be
coming at ‘an unexpected hour,’ and Paul’s warning that ‘salvation is nearer to us now
than when we became believers.’ With the coming of Advent, we are going to be
reminded, again and again, in our hymns and our liturgies and in Scripture, that Christ’s
arrival is imminent. If we spend all our energy on this theme, however, we can exhaust
ourselves in expectation, feel disappointed when the eschaton, it seems, is delayed. For
his part, Paul offers in this passage a meaningful task while we wait, something to keep
us awake as salvation nears – Paul points us toward living into the example of Jesus, not
to save ourselves (for salvation is coming!), but so we can be prepared for morning when
it comes.



____________________________

Thursday, November 24, 2022

Text:  Romans 13:11-14

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

Ever heard the word ‘crepuscular?’ It means, according to Merriam Webster, “relating to,
or resembling twilight.” Crepuscular animals are most active at dawn and dusk, moving
about and feeding only in dim light (think the deer on the roads when we can’t quite see
anymore!). In our selection from Romans, Paul asserts that the church is also a
crepuscular creature, somewhere between darkness and light: “the night is far gone, the
day is near.” The resurrection has happened, and Christ is alive, yet we remain in this
in-between time, caught between the what-will-be and the not-yet. Paul begins to mix his
metaphors when he transitions from darkness and light to putting on clothes as an
analogy for our life in Christ. However, for our purposes, perhaps we liken the Christian
life as the choice to light a candle in the darkness that remains, to add our light to
Christ’s, to imitate the Son as we anticipate his rising and full lightening of the darkness.
If nothing else, in our imitation of Christ, may we be a sign of the true Light, helping to
guide others still lost in the twilight.

____________________________

Friday, November 25, 2022

Text:  Matthew 24:36-44

36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of  heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of  the Son of  Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them
all away, so too will be the coming of  the Son of  Man. 40Then two will be in the



field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if  the
owner of  the house had known in what part of  the night the thief  was coming,
he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of  Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.

Is it even interesting to bring up the Left Behind series anymore? That’s the question I
ask myself  as I read the gospel and try to suppress a groan, as memories of  sermons
and Bible studies in which a well-meaning pastor used the Left Behind books as a
poorly written example of  sensationalist Rapture theology. What’s most discouraging
is that not only does my mind move immediately to thoughts of  that series (16 books
and 5 movies!), but that this text has become emptied of  its inherent mystery and
wonder. When our imaginations have already been filled with cartoonish depictions of
the Rapture (looking at you, American Dad) and cinematic Armageddon (and you,
Armageddon, and 2012, and The Day After Tomorrow, ad nauseam), a text meant to fill us
with wonder and hope has instead been buried under an exhausting cultural layer of
possible apocalypses. In our faith communities, the challenge of  Advent is to
re-engage with the mystery of  possibility, the reminder that this world, and all of  its
ways, will in time be swept away just as in the time of  Noah. We do not know what
that may look like, nor do we need to – instead, Jesus says, be ready, and stay awake.

____________________________

Saturday, November 26, 2022

Text:  Matthew 24:36-44

36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one
will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one
will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let



his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.

Why are we being kept in the dark? Why is it that Jesus did not tell the disciples when he
was coming in exact terms, rather than in vague imagery? Conversely, what would
happen if we did know? What if Scripture spoke, not in metaphor and symbol, but in
straightforward timelines and direct descriptions? What do you think would happen to the
church? There is a hidden wisdom to God’s hidden ways. We are kept from knowing the
day and the hour, and we are benefited by it – if we were to know the precise and the
exact time, all that would be left to the church would be to wait, turning inward as we sat
and watched the clock. Instead, we are kept from knowing, and we are turned to more
productive ends, not waiting in our rooms, but looking for God’s presence out in the
world, where Christ moves among the poor, and the sick, and the despairing. Together,
the church stays awake, not just for the Christ to come, but also for the Christ on the
street corners and at our doorstep.

____________________________


